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Dear Readers,

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (Romans 1:7). God is overjoyed to pour out His grace and peace upon you, and He is thrilled when He sees its effects in your life. He wants to lead you continually so that you can say with Christ, “I do always those things that please Him” (John 8:29). Enjoy this promise: “…if thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul; then shall thy light rise in obscurity, and thy darkness be as the noonday: And the Lord shall guide thee continually” (Isaiah 58:10, 11).
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Finding Your Identity
by Lynnford Beachy
Everyone wants to feel special and appreciated. We often seek to define ourselves by our friendships, talents, beauty or possessions. We seek to be validated by the value that others see in us. If we have something very nice, we often want to show it to someone else to get approval on some level. But Jesus said, “Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15).

Your life, your acceptance, value, and approval, does not consist in the abundance of the things that you possess. Whether they are talents, knowledge, beauty, riches, friends on Facebook, or anything else, your value is not dependent upon those things. You are worth so much more than anything you could ever possess.
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John made an interesting statement about Jesus: “Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast day, many believed in his name, when they saw the miracles which he did. But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all men, And needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man” (John 2:23). I recently learned something about this verse that helped clarify things for me.

Many people believed on Jesus, but He “did not commit himself unto them.” Was Jesus committed to the people He came to save? Of course He was! He was so committed that He gave His life for us. The Greek word translated “commit” in this verse is the same word that was translated “believed” in the previous verse. Many people believed on Him, but Jesus did not trust Himself to their belief. Their belief in Him did not determine His identity or His value. A few years later many of these same people were crying, “Crucify Him, crucify Him” (Luke 23:21). He knew His real value apart from their approval or rejection.

People are so fickle; their opinions can change very quickly. If you let any human determine your identity and value, then your experience will be like a rollercoaster—up and down. We cannot afford to let others drag us down with guilt and shame that do not belong to us. Nor can we afford to trust their fickle commendations to determine our value.

True Identity

So what is your identity and how do you find it? To find out what you are really worth, you need go no further than the Bible, which says, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). God’s love for you is limitless. “He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?” (Romans 8:32). The greatest, most exalted Person in the universe is willing to give up everything for you, including His beloved Son. You must be pretty special and very valuable. ☺

“Oh, but I am an ungodly sinner, God can’t possibly love me.” Yes, He can, and He does! If you are ungodly, then you are exactly the person Jesus came to save. “For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:6-8).

Your value and identity is determined by someone who does not change (James 1:17). He loves you “with an everlasting love” (Jeremiah 31:3). “For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38, 39).

As You Believe

Jesus said, “…as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee” (Matthew 8:13). We live our lives according to what we believe about ourselves. If you believe you are a child of the Most High, in whom He is well pleased, it will affect the way you live. Likewise, if you believe you are a lost sinner doomed to failure, it will affect the way you live. You have amazing potential, and power available to you far beyond what you have imagined (Ephesians 3:20).

“Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust” (2 Peter 1:2-4). Grace is “the divine influence upon the heart, and its reflection in the life” (Strong’s Greek Dictionary). This grace is multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. The more you become familiar with the treasures available to you in Christ, the more your life will be transformed into His image. Believe His promises that were given to you so that you can be a partaker of His divine nature.

God “…hath made us accepted in the beloved. In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace” (Ephesians 1:6, 7). We have been purchased with the blood of His Son. We are accepted in Him. His acceptance is our acceptance. We are valued based upon His value, which is limitless. Jesus prayed to His Father, “…that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me” (John 17:23). Did you get that? God loves you just as much as He loves His “beloved Son” (Matthew 3:17). That means you are a beloved child of God. You are part of the body of Christ and He “nourisheth and cherisheth” you (Ephesians 5:29). Believe in your status as a beloved child of the Most High, and your life will reflect that belief.

What About When I Fall?

I remember when my children were little how excited I was to see their first steps. When they first started to walk, there were a lot of failures. They were sitting on the floor much more than they were walking, but it was still thrilling to see. I would not have even considered scolding them or rejecting them for their failure. Instead, I would say, “Get up! You can do it. Take another step.” God is at least as kind as we are as parents.

“For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again: but the wicked shall fall into mischief” (Proverbs 24:16). Based upon this verse, who falls more often, the just man or the wicked? The wicked only falls once, while the just falls seven times. The reason for the difference is that the just rises up again every time he falls. If you don’t get up, you can’t fall again; you are already fallen. The just have the attitude, “Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy: when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me” (Micah 7:8).

Don’t get discouraged when you fall. God does not stop loving you. He loved you before you ever decided to accept Him. He doesn’t stop when you fall. Make sure you don’t stay down when you fall, but get up by coming to Him for forgiveness. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). When you do this, He will always accept you. Jesus said, “…him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out” (John 6:37).

The Prodigal Son

Jesus gave a parable of a son who selfishly asked his father for his inheritance and then went away and wasted it on “riotous living” (Luke 15:13). He had lots of friends while he was rich. Many people are glad to be your friend when they have something to gain. But finally this son’s money ran out. He was reduced to feeding swine, and tempted to eat their sloppy food, because none of his so-called friends would give him anything (Luke 15:16). “And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father’s have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants. And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son. But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry.” (Luke 15:17-24).

After this young man wasted his inheritance he felt ashamed to come to his father and ask for anything. He decided to devalue himself to his father and become a servant instead of a son. But his father would have none of it. While the young man was reciting his prepared speech, as soon as he denigrated himself by saying, “I am no more worthy to be called thy son…” his father interrupted him by calling for the best clothing and throwing a party. That father represents our heavenly Father and that son represents us. Do not try to lower your status to that of a servant. You are His child, and He wants you to know how precious you are to Him.

My friend, no matter what you have done, no matter how much shame has been piled upon you, you are special to God. He is eagerly looking for the first sign of your return. He loves you immensely and is earnestly seeking to shower His love upon you. You are God’s child regardless of how much Satan has tried to distort that in your mind. You were created in God’s image and likeness. You have a purpose in life. You are dearly loved beyond words. Jesus took all your guilt and shame, along with your sins, to His cross. He has given you His spotless robe of righteousness. Accept it! Wear it joyfully! Leave that guilt, shame and sin behind and don’t think of it ever again. He isn’t! He cast it into the depths of the sea (Micah 7:19). He wants to see you shine! “Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee. And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising” (Isaiah 60:1-3).

(This article is available as a tract. Contact us for more information.          Editor)

_______________________________________________________________________________

Scandalous Love
by Steve Day
Have you contemplated the unconditional love of God lately. This is something that we talk about, we might give mention to, and we are aware of Bible verses. “God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son” (John 3:16). It is the unconditional love of God that has the power to transform souls, but have you ever really thought about that? How is it that God displays His love? Recognize that the answer to this question has the capacity to give us victory, increase our ranks, and change the world. It will draw all men (John 12:32).
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Within a few months of my baptism I was working in a health food store and restaurant in Redlands, California. It was quite the experience. We had different rushes, when groups of people would come through and eat. First thing in the morning came all the healthy eating folks that worked in the business district, looking for a fresh juice and a healthy breakfast. After they left, we had a group of high school kids that would come through, but these weren’t average teenagers. These were Gothic kids, all dressed in black, many with well over a dozen piercings in their head, black lipstick, colored hair, etc. I was amazed how interested they were in health, and most were vegan and quite serious about it. One of the owners of the restaurant had a suit shop down the street. He is a good Christian man who loves people, but he would see these kids in the restaurant and tell me, “Steve you have to get these kids out of the restaurant, they’ll ruin the business.”
They weren’t though; they were buying juices, buying food, and teaching me a valuable lesson. They were spending money, thereby keeping our lights on, and they were also teaching me to see the value of their souls. I was standoffish at first, because I just didn’t know them. But as they came in day after day, I learned their names and they knew mine. We would engage in really deep conversations, and we even developed such a friendship that when they found a food on our shelves that had a bad ingredient, we would have a ceremonial destruction of the food (I let them dump it in the trash or pour it down the sink). All in all, we became friends. I wasn’t there long enough to see any one of them come to the church, or see any baptized, but I know that I left a positive imprint in their minds of what a Christian is, and if others will just be consistent in representing Christ, that He’ll get them.

It was love for them because I saw value in them that I reached out. I had received the gift of salvation and it changed my life. I wanted to give that same gift to everyone I met. I saw in the face of my Savior His love and acceptance of me and it drew me to Him. I was helpless in His pursuit of me. Understanding His intentions and desires toward me gave me such boldness to approach Him, and in the approach it got thicker and deeper to where there was no way out.

Seeing the Invisible

We need a clearer vision of God. We need a greater revelation of Him. I am convinced that the revelation of Jesus Christ being God is not the greatest revelation of the New Testament. It is the revelation that God is like Jesus. They are the same. We don’t have an angry Father and a nice Brother. The character of one is not different from the other. When we see Jesus, we have seen the Father (John 14:9).

He looks into the faces of all of us with love. He knew that when we were without strength and ungodly, and while we were in the midst of sinning, He died for us (Romans 5:6, 8). He reconciled us while we were enemies with Him. We fought against Him, and yet He didn’t manifest anger or frustration, but said: Just wait until they understand that I love them and they’ll stop fighting it (Romans 5:10).

It is God’s love that is laid on the line. He says that when they understand that I am love, they will run to me. “God is love” (1 John 4:8). We use love as a verb, He uses it as a noun. We talk about God and we say He is omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent. That is not God; those are just attributes. Philippians 2:7 says of Jesus that He emptied himself. He humbled, divested, relinquished, however you want to look at it. He left something behind. He couldn’t be everywhere at once, he was stuck in a body in Palestine, and that’s why he said, “It was expedient for you that I go away,” so that soon, “I will come to you” (John 16:7; 14:18). He “increased in wisdom” (Luke 2:52). How does omniscience grow in wisdom? He left those things behind, but there was one thing He took with Him. That is who He is, His identity, His nature, character, and authority that is who God is and, Jesus knew that was enough.

He draws us to Himself through a revelation of His nature, character, and authority. That is His name. That is the name He puts on us, and that is what we are to represent. We lighten the world through a revelation of the nature, character, and authority of God. This is His glory. This is what Moses wanted to see in Exodus 33:18, and God Himself declares His glory to be: “merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin” (Exodus 34:6, 7). This is the character that is represented in contrast to religion in Isaiah 58:6-10:

“Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke? Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house? when thou seest the naked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh? Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thine health shall spring forth speedily: and thy righteousness shall go before thee; the glory of the Lord shall be thy rereward. Then shalt thou call, and the Lord shall answer; thou shalt cry, and he shall say, Here I am. If thou take away from the midst of thee the yoke, the putting forth of the finger, and speaking vanity; And if thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul; then shall thy light rise in obscurity, and thy darkness be as the noonday.” His character is His glory, and it is His character that dispels the gross darkness depicted in Isaiah 60:2 that is attempting to cover the earth.

God is Love, and He looks into the eyes of each of us, on our worst day, and says, “I want you; I see so much potential in you. Can I have you?” Our Father might still be looking into your eyes. Let Him have you. If we will let Him possess our lives, He will manifest Himself to the world through us.

This is His intention toward each and every one of us. He is not looking at any of us and saying, “This one is bruised,” or “This one is scratched and full of holes.” To each one of us it is a “Yes, I’ll take you,” never a “No.” This love cannot be talked about to be experienced. We have to empty ourselves, give ourselves over to abandonment, and let the fire of heaven consume and fill us.

Everlasting Love

One of the grandest revelations of the love of God is that it is always toward us; our life has enough value and worth to be exchanged with that of the Son of God. His love will always be toward us; nothing can separate us, even if we run away and go back to a life of sin. His love is always constant, it is always yay and never nay. His love never fails, and, though we make mistakes, He is still in our favor. It is the unconditional love of God that will draw ALL men, not SOME men. So the only thing that can prevent all men from being drawn to Christ, the only thing, is the vehicle through which He is being represented. His love never changes; neither should ours when men don’t see things the same way we do. All men will be drawn when we stop robbing the world of the revelation of who the God of the universe actually is.

Recognize that the love that He has toward us is the same love He has toward any Goth or drug addict, the movie star or porn addict, the one caught in adultery or the wife beater. He can look at each of them; He can look each one squarely in the eye even in the midst of sin, and say, “I want you.”

God can look in the face of a man covered head to toe with tattoos, and He doesn’t say, “I would have taken you but…” It is always a “Yes.” Someone can have gauges (holes) in their ears, cheeks, and nose, and He still says, “Can I have you?”

Christ can take the person that has been marred and molested beyond recognition by Satan, and not only does He still want that person, but He says, “The one that did this to you is going to really be sorry he did this to you.” Jesus says, “If the devil knew what my plans are for you, he would have stayed so far away from you, because what he used to destroy you has actually made you so much stronger, and I will use it to deliver so many others from his kingdom. He will pay, and it will be glorious.”

Our Enemy

We need to understand who our enemy is. It is not any church. It is not any political party or ethnicity. It is not a doctrine but a devil, and how he drove us from God through guilt and shame; how he marred our characters from the glory of God to that of his own selfish character. Satan is our enemy, along with the mystery of Iniquity that he wove into our hearts. Christ will consume that iniquity and replace it with Himself.

Jesus has reconciled us and written His name on our hearts. He has put His mind in us, and it is His glory, His character, nature, and authority that we are to lighten the world with.

With Christ there is no distinction of person (Acts 10:34), all of us are brethren (Matthew 23:8), we are all priests (Exodus 19:6). God has no preference black or white. He makes no distinction between race and class. “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28).

Jesus said, “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me” (John 12:32). What draws and what repels? Jesus! Jesus draws! I think we mix things up and, instead of the love of Christ drawing souls, people see our rules and regulations. They see that we have burdens, shame, and guilt no different from themselves, so they say, “What’s the point?” They don’t want to hear about our rules; they don’t want a twelve-step program or strategies on how to manage stress. But if they would see Jesus, watch out! If they would see Jesus, He would draw them to Himself and they would then join with us in lighting the world with His glory.

An Amazing Gift

Have you ever received a really good gift? The joy and excitement that it brings! There is a built-in desire to show everyone what you got. If you don’t really want to take it for a test drive, if you don’t want to show anyone your new shoes, or whatever, that means it really wasn’t a good gift. Maybe your parents knew you wanted the Jordans that everyone was wearing, but they weren’t about to spend $150 for a pair of shoes so they got you a cheap knockoff for $35. They look similar, but there is a difference: they aren’t Jordans, they are Gordans and the color might be slightly off. They look similar but there is something about those Jordans that made you want them, made you want to wear them around, and yet the Gordans would get hidden at the bottom of the locker and only pulled out when it was time for PE.

Christianity is no different. Jesus said that His glory would lighten the world, yet most of us don’t want to lighten our own neighborhood. If you had a really good gift that brought untold peace, love, and joy; a gift that brought life and liberty eternally and there was no limit, the resource was limitless, you would take that gift and give it to everyone you know. You would share the gift, and you would receive such joy every time somebody opened the box. But we’re not like that with the gift of salvation, and the reason is that we don’t appreciate our gift. We don’t want to share it because we ultimately find little joy or value in it; our color gets a bit off, and we become just a hue of the man or woman that God created us to be. We ultimately don’t like the burden that we are bearing or the false standard that we measure ourselves up against.

The unnecessary guilt and shame that we bear on our own shoulders because we have misunderstood the nature of our gift gets the name all messed up and causes us to hide and to pull away. Many of us will spend hours reading and studying our Bibles. Most of the time we are doing so because we know we have missed it somewhere, and we are trying to convince ourselves that we are right. We have fallen into a trap. The devil has isolated us away from the world, so we will have little impact on it, and all because we misunderstood the gift. We might unpackage the gift for a few hours each week or when necessary, but this was never God’s intent. We are to be changed “from glory to glory” (2 Corinthians 3:18). Man was created in glory and for glory (Isaiah 43:7).

There is no trial too big and no soul without value. No child is a mistake and no life is worthless, but all were created with the definite loving intent that they would become the Sons of God. That is what the world has been waiting for, the manifestation of this glory (Romans 8:22, 19).

God loves you and so do I!

(Steve writes from his home in Stanton, Kentucky. He is the administrator of a lifestyle center called Home for Health. You can call him at 606-663-6671, or email him at Steve@Home-forHealth.net (no hyphen). His website is www.homeforhealth.net.     Editor)
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Something for the Young at Heart

This month we are continuing a series of studies written by my children. In order to maintain the flow of the study, this crossword puzzle is not split into Across and Down sections—Across or Down is indicated at the end of each line. (The KJV is required.)

To complete this crossword, please download the PDF version of this newsletter.

Peace – by Josiah Beachy

› “Depart from evil, and do good; ____ peace, and pursue it.” Psalms 34:14—19 Across

› “Blessed are the ____: for they shall be called the children of God.” Matthew 5:9—7 Down

› “And your ____ shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace.” Ephesians 6:15—15 Down

› “Follow peace with all men, and ____, without which no man shall see the Lord.” Hebrews 12:14— 11 Across

› “Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have ____ each other.” Psalms 85:10— 2 Down

› “And the ____ of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness quietness and assurance for ever.” Isaiah 32:17— 3 Down

› “Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall ____ them.” Psalms 119:165—13 Across

› “My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my ____: For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee.” Proverbs 3:1, 2—5 Down

› “For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is ____ and peace.” Romans 8:6— 18 Across

› “If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live ____ with all men.” Romans 12:18—8 Down

› “Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may ____ another.” Romans 14:19—17 Down

› “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The ____ of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6—12 Down

› “But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his ____ we are healed.” Isaiah 53:5—9 Across

› “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose ____ is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.” Isaiah 26:3—16 Across

› “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of ____, to give you an expected end.” Jeremiah 29:11—6 Down

› “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your ____ be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” John 14:27—1 Down

› “But the fruit of the ____ is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith.” Galatians 5:22—21 Across

› “For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of ____ between us.” Ephesians 2:14—10_Down

› “Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ____; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace.” Ephesians 2:15—20 Across

› “And let the peace of God ____ in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.” Colossians 3:15—14 Across

› “But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then ____, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace.” James 3:17, 18—4 Across
Note: If you or your children would like to participate in preparing Crossword Bible studies, send us a Bible study in the format above, with one word missing and replaced with a blank ____. Put the missing word at the beginning of the paragraph followed by a colon: (Make sure that you do not use the same word twice). Make sure each verse is relevant to the study and provide approximately 20 verses). If you send this to us we may be able to include it in an upcoming issue of Present Truth.
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