
- 2 - - 3 - - 4 -

do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor
knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave [Sheol], whither
thou goest.” (Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6, 10)

This text sheds wonderful light on the Old Testament hell.
We learn that there is no knowledge nor wisdom in hell, but
those who are there “know not any thing.”

Sheol is the only hell of the Old Testament, it is the only
hell that God’s people were told about for the first 4,000
years of history. Sheol is the only hell that the Jews were fa-
miliar with when Christ came. They understood that the
wicked would be burned up in a lake of fire (Malachi 4:1), but
this was not what they referred to as Sheol.

Hell in the New Testament
When we come to the New Testament, which was written

in Greek, we find two Greek words that were translated “hell.”
One of these Greek words is equivelent to the Old Testament
Sheol. This is clear by the fact that Peter quoted in Acts 2:27
from a verse in the Old Testament.

“Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell [Hades], nei-
ther wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.” (Acts
2:27) Peter was quoting from Psalm 16:10. “For thou wilt not
leave my soul in hell [Sheol]; neither wilt thou suffer thine
Holy One to see corruption.” (Psalm 16:10) When Peter

quoted this Psalm, he used the Greek word ���� (Hades) to

translate the Hebrew word lwav (Sheol).

From this we can see that when Christ died, His soul went
to the Old Testament hell. If the translators had given us the
word grave, then it would have shown that the soul of Christ
slept in the tomb with His body. This of course would have
been correct, but it would not have harmonized with their be-
lief that the soul cannot die. So in this case the translators
had to give us the word hell. The fact is that the hell of the Old
Testament and the Hades hell of the New Testament mean
“grave.”

“I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am
alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell
[Hades] and of death.” (Revelation 1:18) Because Christ was
dead; because His soul went to Sheol (the grave, or hell), He
has the keys of hell, He has the right to unlock the prison of
the grave and let the captives free. “To open the blind eyes,
to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that
sit in darkness out of the prison house.” (Isaiah 42:7)

Referring to the final judgement John wrote, “And the sea
gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell [Hades]
delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were
judged every man according to their works. And death and
hell [Hades] were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second
death.” (Revelation 20:13, 14) Hell, or the grave, delivered up
the dead that was in it. Hell was cast into the lake of fire. It is
generally supposed that “the lake of fire” is hell, but here we
see that hell was cast into the lake of fire to be destroyed.

Gehenna, or “the valley of Hinnom” was used as a place
where refuse and dead bodies were destroyed. When Jesus
used the word “Gehenna” He meant destruction, as is clear
in the following text: “And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear Him which is
able to destroy both soul and body in hell [Gehenna].” (Mat-
thew 10:28)

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begot-
ten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not per-
ish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) Man does not
have everlasting life without it being granted to him from God,
and his eternal life depends upon eating of the tree of life.

After Adam and Eve ate of the fruit of the knowledge of
good and evil “the LORD God said, Behold, the man is
become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest
he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and
eat, and live for ever:” (Genesis 3:22) If Adam had eaten of
the tree of life, he would have lived forever in his sinful condi-
tion. God, not willing that this should happen, prevented him
from eating of that tree.

Thanks be to God who has provided for us a way to eat of
the tree of life so that we can live forever. Jesus said that if we
believe in Him we “should not perish, but have everlasting
life.” “Blessed are they that do His commandments, that
they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in
through the gates into the city.” (Revelation 22:14)

We must humble ourselves and repent; turn from our evil
ways and live. “Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the
wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your
evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?” (Ezekiel
33:11)

The origin of man
Where did man come from? “And the LORD God formed

man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nos-
trils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.” (Gene-
sis 2:7) Man came from the dust of the ground.

What happens to us after we die? “But I would not have
you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are
asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no
hope.” (1 Thessalonians 4:13) After we die, the Bible says
that we are asleep.

Where do we sleep after we die? “And many of them that
sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to ever-
lasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.”
(Daniel 12:2) “All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and all
turn to dust again.” (Ecclesiastes 3:20) “In the sweat of thy
face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground;
for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto
dust shalt thou return.” (Genesis 3:19) When we die we
turn into dust again, and sleep until the Lord awakens us.

“The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.” (1 Co-
rinthians 15:26) “I will ransom them from the power of the
grave [Sheol]; I will redeem them from death: O death, I will
be thy plagues; O grave [Sheol], I will be thy destruction:
repentance shall be hid from mine eyes.” (Hosea 13:14) The
Lord says that He will destroy death and hell in “the lake of
fire,” which is called the “second death.”

Gehenna fire
The other Greek word that was translated “hell” in the New

Testament is ������ (Gehenna).
“Gehenna ‘should be carefully distinguished from Hades

(|hâidês|) which is never used for the place of punishment,
but for the place of departed spirits, without reference to their
moral condition’ (Vincent).” (Taken from Robertson’s New
Testament Word Pictures on Matthew 5:22)

“The term ‘Gehenna’ arose from the valley of Hinnom,
south of Jerusalem, where the Canaanites burned human
sacrifices to Moloch. After the return of the Jews from the
Captivity they made it a place of defilement, where the refuse
of the city was thrown and burned. The name was applied to
the place of future punishment by the Jews. The word is often
used in the New Testament (Mt 23:33 5:29 10:28 18:9 Mr
9:43), and always denotes a place of future punishment.”
(People’s New Testament Notes on Matthew 5:22)

“The Jews so abhorred the place after these horrible sac-
rifices had been abolished by king Josiah, that they cast into
it not only all manner of refuse, but even the dead bodies of
animals and of unburied criminals who had been executed.
And since fires were always needed to consume the dead
bodies, that the air might not become tainted by the putrefac-

tion, it came to pass that the place was called ������ �	

�
�	� [Gehenna with the color of fire].” (Thayer’s Greek-
English Lexicon)

A fire was kept burning in the valley continually to destroy
whatever was cast into it. If a body was thrown into the valley
and did not reach the bottom, where the fire was continually
burning, but instead was caught on the jagged rocks sur-
rounding the valley, then the worms would devour the body.

“Hearken unto me, ye that know righteousness, the peo-
ple in whose heart is my law; fear ye not the reproach of men,
neither be ye afraid of their revilings. For the moth shall eat
them up like a garment, and the worm shall eat them like
wool: but my righteousness shall be for ever, and my salva-
tion from generation to generation.” (Isaiah 51:7, 8) This is
what the Bible refers to when it says “their worm dieth not.”
Gehenna is the place that Christ used to describe the final
destruction of the wicked in Mark 9:43, 44.

“And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to
enter into life maimed, than having two hands to go into hell
[Gehenna], into the fire that never shall be quenched: Where
their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.” (Mark
9:43, 44)
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Please unfold the flier to continue this study.

“Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the

spirit [Hebrew: Ruwach] shall return unto God who gave it.”

(Ecclesiastes 12:7) When a man dies, there will be a time

when he lives again, whether he is raised in the resurrection

of the just, or of the unjust. His mind, which contains his life

history, will be given to him again at his resurrection. He will

come forth from the grave with the same character and man-

ner of thinking that he had before death.

When the dead are raised God will give them back their

spirit (mind, or breath) which was in them before. During their

sleep in the grave they were not alive anywhere. “For as the

body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead

also.” (James 2:26)

When God formed man out of the dust of the earth, He

breathed into his nostrils the breath (spirit of man) of life. “All

the while my breath is in me, and the spirit [Ruwach] of [or

from] God is in my nostrils.” (Job 27:3) The breath of life is

that spirit that goes back to God who gave it. Even the

wicked—when they die their spirit goes back to God who

gave it. “Who knoweth the spirit [Ruwach] of man that

goeth upward, and the spirit [Ruwach] of the beast that

goeth downward to the earth?” (Ecclesiastes 3:21)

The spirit of man goes upward to God who gave it.

Whether the man was the vilest of criminals, or whether he

was the most righteous saint, his spirit goes back to God who

gave it. Man will live again, hence it is necessary for God to

keep the record of what that man was like. A beast, on the

other hand, will not live again, so his spirit goes down to the

earth, never to be revived.

What is the soul of man?
“And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground,

and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man be-

came a living soul.” (Genesis 2:7) The body (dust) plus the

spirit (breath or mind) equals a living soul. When the spirit

(breath or mind) returns to God, then the soul is no longer liv-

ing. The Hebrew word for “soul” is vp#k# (Nephesh), which

means “living being.” (Brown Driver and Brigg’s Hebrew Lex-

icon)

This is why God said that even animals are living souls.

“And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air,

and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein

there is life [Nephesh—literally; “in which is a living soul”], I

have given every green herb for meat: and it was so.” (Gene-

sis 1:30)

The Hebrew word “Nephesh” can also mean “mind, or tab-

let” (Strong’s Hebrew Dictionary), in which is contained a re-

cord of every word, thought, and action of a person’s life; his

very being or who he is. When a man dies there is still a re-

cord kept of him. While he is dead he is not a living being but

a dead one.

Can a soul die or cease to exist?
“The soul that sinneth, it shall die. …” (Ezekiel 18:20) This

is not talking about the first death, from which all will return;
but the second death, from which none shall return. “For as
ye have drunk upon my holy mountain, so shall all the hea-
then drink continually, yea, they shall drink, and they shall
swallow down, and they shall be as though they had not
been.” (Obadiah 1:16) After a man dies the first death the re-
cord of that individual will not be forgotten, but after the sec-
ond death they will die completely, both body and soul.

“Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in
whom there is no help. His breath [Ruwach] goeth forth, he
returneth to his earth; in that very day his thoughts per-
ish.” (Psalm 146:3, 4) The spirit, or breath, of a man goes to
God and he returns to the dust of the earth. What does the Bi-
ble tell us happens at this point? In that very day his thoughts
perish; he can no longer think. He remains asleep in the dust,
unconscious of anything, until the Lord raises him from the
dead.

“But,” some may say, “don’t the righteous go straight to
heaven when they die?” “Men and brethren, let me freely
speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead
and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. …
For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith
himself, The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right
hand.” (Acts 2:34) David will be in heaven, but he has not yet
ascended to heaven. Peter’s argument was “We know that
David is not in heaven, because his sepulchre is still with us.”
Peter knew that David’s bones were still in the grave.

Christ is risen from the dead. Are His bones still in the
tomb where He was buried? No! Anyone who still has bones
on this earth could not possibly be in heaven. This is the ar-
gument that was made on the day of Pentecost in Acts chap-
ter two. When Christ was raised from the dead, the Bible tells
us, many were raised at that time. Are their bones still in the
grave? Certainly not!

“And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the
saints which slept arose, And came out of the graves after
His resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared
unto many.” (Matthew 27:52, 53) All those who are in heaven
now do not have bones that remain on this earth.

“So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land
of Moab, according to the word of the LORD. And He buried
him in a valley in the land of Moab, over against Bethpeor:
but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day.”
(Deuteronomy 34:5, 6) Moses died, and was buried, but no
man could find his sepulchre because the Lord raised him
from the dead.

“Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the
devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring

What The Bible Says
About Hell!

The word hell is “derived from the Saxon helan, to cover;
hence the covered or the invisible place.” (Revised Easton’s
Bible Dictionary) Hell means to cover, or hide.

In the King James Version of the Old Testament, originally
written in Hebrew, there is only one word that was translated

“hell.” This Hebrew word is lwav (Sheol), and is used a total
of sixty-five times. Sheol is translated “hell” thirty-one times,
“grave” thirty-one times, and “pit” three times.

The prevailing idea, at the time of the translation of the King
James Version, about hell being a place where the wicked are
being tormented right now, has influenced the translators’ in-
terpretation of the Hebrew word Sheol. With the idea that hell
is a place where the wicked are being tormented, the transla-
tors could not use the word hell to translate Sheol in every in-
stance, for to do so would have put some of the most faithful
servants of God in a place of torment.

For example, the first time the Hebrew word Sheol is used
is in Genesis 37:35. “And all his [Jacob’s] sons and all his
daughters rose up to comfort him; but he refused to be com-
forted; and he said, For I will go down into the grave
[Sheol] unto my son mourning. Thus his father wept for
him.” (Genesis 37:35) Jacob believed that his son Joseph
had been killed by a wild beast and said that he would go
down into Sheol unto his son. In this verse the translators
used the word grave instead of hell. If they had used the word
hell, it would have revealed that Jacob believed Joseph was
in hell, and that he expected to go to hell when he died.

Another example of the translators using the word grave in-
stead of hell is found in Job 14:13. “O that thou wouldest hide
me in the grave [Sheol], that thou wouldest keep me secret,
until thy wrath be past, that thou wouldest appoint me a set
time, and remember me!” Job was experiencing much suffer-
ing, which finally caused him to ask God to let him go to Sheol
where he knew he would have rest. “There the wicked cease
from troubling; and there the weary be at rest.” (Job 3:17)

If the translators had used the word hell in this case, the
readers would soon learn that the hell of the Old Testament
is not a place of torment, but a state of unconsciousness.
Surely Job would not ask God to put him in a place where his
suffering would be increased, and would last forever.

Another place where Sheol is defined for us is found in Ec-
clesiastes chapter 9. “For the living know that they shall die:
but the dead know not any thing, neither have they any
more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten. Also
their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is now perished;
neither have they any more a portion for ever in any thing that
is done under the sun.… Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do,



against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke
thee.” (Jude 9) The fact that Moses was raised from the dead
is evident by his appearing with Elijah at the mount of trans-
figuration. Elijah was taken to heaven on a fiery chariot with-
out seeing death. “And, behold, there talked with Him [Jesus]
two men, which were Moses and Elias.” (Luke 9:30)

David, who has not yet ascended to heaven, said, “As for
me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be satis-
fied, when I awake, with thy likeness.” (Psalm 17:15) David
will be satisfied when he awakes from death, not during the
time that he is dead.

“Thy dead men shall live, together with my dead body
shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust: for
thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out
the dead.” (Isaiah 26:19) The first thing we notice about this
verse is that the dead men shall, at some time in the future,
live again. These people are not living now, but they shall live
at some time in the future. Right now they are those who
dwell in the dust. We have already seen that when we die we
return to dust, there to remain in unconscious sleep until the
Lord raises us from the dead.

Are the wicked in torment right now?
“The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of tempta-

tions, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment
to be punished.” (2 Peter 2:9) The unjust are being reserved
unto the day of judgment to be punished. They are not being
punished right now.

“That the wicked is reserved to the day of
destruction? they shall be brought forth to the day of
wrath.” (Job 21:30) The Lord is reserving the wicked for the
day of destruction. They shall be brought forth, or raised from
the dead, to the day of wrath.

When will the dead be raised from the grave? Paul
exclaimed, “there shall be a resurrection of the dead,
both of the just and unjust.” (Acts 24:15) There will be two
resurrections; one of the just, and one of the unjust.

“For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first.”
(1 Thessalonians 4:16) The resurrection of the just will take
place first. It will happen at the return of our Lord Jesus
Christ. This is the first resurrection.

“And they [the just] lived and reigned with Christ a thou-
sand years. But the rest of the dead [the unjust] lived not
again until the thousand years were finished.” (Revelation
20:4, 5) The first resurrection, which is the resurrection of the
just, takes place at the return of Christ. The second resurrec-
tion, which is the resurrection of the unjust, takes place after
the thousand years.

During the thousand years the righteous will live and reign
with Christ in heaven while the earth is desolate with no in-
habitants; for the wicked are dead upon the earth. “Behold,

the LORD maketh the earth empty, and maketh it waste,
and turneth it upside down, and scattereth abroad the inhab-
itants thereof. … The land shall be utterly emptied, and ut-
terly spoiled: for the LORD hath spoken this word.” (Isaiah
24:1, 3)

Satan’s lie
Satan has said from the very beginning, “ye shall not

surely die.” Satan taught that man could disobey God and
still live forever without dying. This statement is in direct con-
tradiction to the word of God who said, “thou shalt surely die.”
God said that if man would disobey Him he would surely die.

Since that day Satan has continued to teach men that they
will not surely die. According to Satan all men who have ever
died are not really dead. Therefore, according to Satan, man
can communicate with the dead. This cleverly opens the way
for Satan himself, or one of his angels, to impersonate a de-
ceased loved one. We see an example of this in the first book
of Samuel. This is the only instance recorded in the Bible
where someone supposedly communicated with the dead.

Saul’s visit with the witch of Endor
“And when Saul saw the host of the Philistines, he was

afraid, and his heart greatly trembled. And when Saul en-
quired of the LORD, the LORD answered him not, neither by
dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophets.” (1 Samuel 28:5, 6)
Saul, the king of Israel, had walked contrary to the word of
the Lord for so long that the Lord would not communicate
with him by any means.

“Then said Saul unto his servants, Seek me a woman that
hath a familiar spirit, that I may go to her, and enquire of her.
And his servants said to him, Behold, there is a woman that
hath a familiar spirit at Endor. And Saul disguised himself,
and put on other raiment, and he went, and two men with
him, and they came to the woman by night: and he said, I
pray thee, divine unto me by the familiar spirit, and bring me
him up, whom I shall name unto thee.” (1 Samuel 28:7, 8)

Since the Lord would not communicate with Saul, he de-
cided to use a forbidden means to try to communicate with a
deceased prophet named Samuel. “A man also or woman
that hath a familiar spirit, or that is a wizard, shall surely be
put to death: they shall stone them with stones: their blood
shall be upon them.” (Leviticus 20:27) God had strictly forbid-
den any such communication with familiar spirits.

“Then said the woman [unto Saul], Whom shall I bring up
unto thee? And he said, Bring me up Samuel.” (1 Samuel
28:11, 12) Samuel was a righteous prophet of God, yet Saul
asked the witch of Endor to bring Samuel up. Many Chris-
tians suppose that when a righteous man dies he goes up to
heaven immediately. If this were true, then Samuel would
have to come down from heaven, rather than up from the
earth. Was this really Samuel that appeared to the witch of

Endor? What saith the Scriptures. As before noted, the dead
“know not anything,” and are unconscious. Therefore, ac-
cording to the Bible, there is no way that Samuel could have
appeared, and spoken to Saul.

If Samuel was in heaven, as most preachers teach, then
would God send him down to earth, in cooperation with a
woman who was doing something that God condemned, to
communicate with a man with whom God had stopped
communicating? Samuel was asleep in the dust, not to re-
gain consciousness until the Lord raised him from the dead.
The spirit that was brought up with the likeness of Samuel
was none other than Satan or one of his angels.

“So Saul died for his transgression which he committed
against the LORD, even against the word of the LORD, which
he kept not, and also for asking counsel of one that had a fa-
miliar spirit, to enquire of it; And enquired not of the LORD:
therefore he slew him, and turned the kingdom unto David
the son of Jesse.” (1 Chronicles 10:13, 14)

Clearly you can see the danger of opening yourself up to
communication with the deceased.

“And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an
angel of light.” (2 Corinthians 11:14) Satan can impersonate
with unerring accuracy any person that he wishes. If we are
deceived into believing that the dead are not really dead, but
alive somewhere, we are opening ourselves up to accept the
teachings and doctrines of devils.

“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times
some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing
spirits, and doctrines of devils;” (1 Timothy 4:1) “For they
are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth
unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to
gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.”
(Revelation 16:14) If we are going to stand the great trials that
are soon to come upon the earth, we are required to search
the Scriptures diligently to find truth from God Himself.

The thief on the cross
What about the thief on the cross? Didn’t Jesus say that

he would be with Him in paradise that same day? Let’s look
at what Christ said to him. “And he said unto Jesus, Lord, re-
member me when thou comest into thy kingdom. And Je-
sus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou
be with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:42, 43) The thief asked
Jesus to remember him when He comes into His kingdom. “I
charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ,
who shall judge the quick and the dead at His appearing
and His kingdom;” (2 Timothy 4:1)

The thief was asking the Lord to remember him when He
judges the quick and the dead. Jesus replied, “Verily I say
unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.” (Luke
23:43) Notice where the translators chose to put the comma
in the previous sentence. When this was written, originally in
Greek, there was no use of punctuation. Read this verse
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again with the comma placed after the word “today.” “Verily I
say unto thee today (at this moment), shalt thou be with me in
paradise.” Jesus was saying, “This day I am telling you that
you will, at some point in the future, be with me in paradise.”

It is also interesting to note that it would have been impos-
sible for Christ to be saying that the thief would be with Christ
in paradise on that very day, because Christ Himself was not
in paradise that day. This fact is clearly brought out in the fol-
lowing verse. After Christ’s resurrection He said to Mary,
“Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but
go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Fa-
ther, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.” (John
20:17)

The day that Christ was raised from the dead, Mary saw
Him and was ready to fasten herself to him, thus restraining
Him. Christ told her not to restrain Him because He had not
yet ascended to His Father. Christ had not seen His Father
face to face for over thirty years. He was eager to go and see
Him. The fact that, on the third day, Christ had not yet as-
cended to His Father is clear evidence that He had not been
to paradise on the day that He conversed with the thief on the
cross.

The rich man and Lazarus
What about the parable of the rich man and Lazarus?

Some doubt that this is really a parable. They argue that it is
not a parable because it starts out in a narrative form. They
say that because it starts out, “There was a certain rich
man, …” Christ was talking about an actual incident that took
place. But this is not the only parable that starts out in this
manner. For example, the parable of the prodigal son, which
starts out like this; “A certain man had two sons: …” Another
example, “Hear another parable: There was a certain house-
holder, which planted a vineyard, …” (Matthew 21:33)

“And with many such parables spake He the word unto
them, as they were able to hear it. But without a parable
spake He not unto them: and when they were alone, He ex-
pounded all things to His disciples.” (Mark 4:33, 34) It is evi-
dent that Christ used a parable to illustrate almost everything
He taught.

The prevailing idea in Christ’s time was that a rich man
was surely blessed by God, and his riches were clear evi-
dence that he was going to be in the kingdom of God. On the
other hand, the Jews believed that if a man was poor he was
cursed of God, and the fact that he was poor was evidence
that he would not make it to the kingdom of God.

This false idea was what Christ was combating with His
parable about the rich man and Lazarus. The fact that the
Jews had this idea, and also the disciples of Christ had this
idea, is brought out in these next verses. “Then said Jesus
unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall
hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. And again I say
unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a

needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.

When his disciples heard it, they were exceedingly amazed,

saying, Who then can be saved?” (Matthew 19:23-25)

The response of the disciples is clear evidence that they
believed that the rich men would certainly enter the kingdom.
For, as they thought, if a rich man can hardly enter the king-
dom, then we may as well not even try, because a rich man
has a much better chance of making it than poor men like us.
It was precisely to reveal the error of this idea that Christ told
the parable of the rich man and Lazarus.

There were many of the Jews in Christ’s time who fit the
description of the rich man in this parable. Not only were
many of them rich in earthly goods, but they had been given
the oracles of God. It was their duty to impart the light that
had been given them to others who were dying all around
without hope of eternal life. Instead of looking upon the
Gentiles with compassion, with a desire to share the wonder-
ful riches that God had given them, they looked upon the
Gentiles as one would look upon a poor man diseased with
leprosy.

The rich man in this parable represented the Jewish nation.
This is brought out by the repeated use of the term “Father
Abraham”. “And he cried and said, Father Abraham, …”

(Luke 16:24) At another time the Jews “answered him [Christ],
We be Abraham’s seed, and were never in bondage to any

man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free?” (John 8:33)

When the poor diseased man—who represented the
Gentiles—died, he is said to have been brought, by the an-
gels, into Abraham’s bosom. “Now there was leaning on Je-

sus’ bosom one of His disciples, whom Jesus loved.” (John
13:23) This represented a close relationship with Abraham.
The Jews thought that since they were descendants of Abra-

ham they would be heirs of the kingdom of heaven.

Christ revealed that a man, though he be of the lineage of
Abraham, if he did not bear the character traits of Abraham,
was not counted as heir according to the promise. “They an-

swered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus saith

unto them, If ye were Abraham’s children, ye would do

the works of Abraham. But now ye seek to kill me, a man

that hath told you the truth, which I have heard of God: this

did not Abraham.” (John 8:39, 40)

Christ taught, through His parable, that the Gen-

tile—though not of the lineage of Abraham yet having the
character traits of Abraham—is considered Abraham’s seed.
The Jews so highly regarded their relation to Abraham that
they set him up as God. When the rich man was in distress,
he called to Abraham to have mercy on him. “And he cried

and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, …” (Luke
16:24) The Bible teaches, however, that there is salvation in
none other than Christ. “Neither is there salvation in any

other: for there is none other name under heaven given

among men, whereby we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12)

“Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou
wouldest send him to my father’s house: For I have five
brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come
into this place of torment. Abraham saith unto him, They
have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. And he
said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from
the dead, they will repent. And he said unto him, If they hear
not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be per-
suaded, though one rose from the dead.” (Luke 16:27-31)

Lazarus, the brother of Mary and Martha, had been raised
from the dead to testify that Christ was the Messiah, yet the
Jewish nation would not accept this. The rich man, along with
his brethren, had every opportunity to know the truth and to
be saved through the testimony of the sacred Scriptures. If
they had rejected the Scriptures as the way of salvation, then
they would not be persuaded even if one was raised from the
dead.

I do not know anyone who would say that this parable de-
scribes, in every detail, the actual conditions after death. For
one thing, the Bible never gives us any hint that Abraham is
in heaven right now. Nowhere do the Scriptures teach that
Abraham has already been raised from the dead, but rather
is as David, whose sepulchre is with us to this day. “Men and
brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David,
that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with
us unto this day. … For David is not ascended into the
heavens: but he saith himself, The LORD said unto my Lord,
Sit thou on my right hand,” (Acts 2:29, 34)

If we really want to know what the Bible teaches on a par-
ticular subject, we must gather all the references that deal
with that subject and weigh the evidence. “For precept must
be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line
upon line; here a little, and there a little.” (Isaiah 28:10) We
must be as the noble Bereans, who “searched the scriptures
daily, whether those things were so.” (Acts 17:11)

Please take the time to examine all the scriptures that deal
with this subject. Do not be misled to accept one section of
Scripture that appears to support an idea which the rest of
the Bible clearly disproves, without taking the time to weigh
all the evidence. A judge can only make a just decision after
examining all the evidence on both sides of the issue. Please
do not settle this issue without hearing all the Scripture testi-
mony concerning it. “He that answereth a matter before he
heareth it, it is folly and shame unto him.” (Proverbs 18:13)
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