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2 Poler 1:12

Dear Readers, April 2014

“Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ” (Colossians 1:2). [ pray that you are doing well and filled with peace.

Upcoming Meeting: Adrian Ebans from Australia will be speaking at the
Community Center in Kansas, OK on April 26. Meetings will be held 10 am to
12:30 pm, 3 pm to 4:30 pm, and 7 pm to 8:30 pm. We will have potluck lunch
at 1 pm and a break for supper and fellowship at 4:30 pm. Call us at 304-633-5411
for more information. We look forward to seeing you.

How We Treat Each Other

by Lynnford Beachy

It is very important for us to under-
stand how God wants us to treat one
another. The Lord has given us many
instructions on how to treat our broth-
ers and sisters. We are to love God
with all our hearts, and love our
neighbor as ourselves. Jesus said,
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mind. This is
the first and great commandment.
And the second 1is like unto it, Thou
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself”
(Matthew 22:37-39).

When we understand how much God
loves us we will look upon our fellow
men knowing that God loves them just
as much as He loves us. The closer we
come to God, the more we will have
compassion upon our brothers and sis-
ters, just as Jesus did when He was on
earth. “Jesus,... saw much people, and
was moved with compassion toward

them, because they were as sheep not
having a shepherd: and He began to
teach them many things” (Mark 6:34).
Christ is our example, and we are in-
structed to walk even as He walked
(1 John 2:6).

The natural worldly outlook is
prideful, “Every man for himself.” But
this is not the Christian outlook. We
are to look at all people with love in-
stead of pride. God said, “These six
things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven
are an abomination unto Him: A proud
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look...” (Proverbs 6:16, 17). The first
thing on the list of things that God
hates is a proud look. This could be
manifested when we look at someone
else with the thought that we are better
than they. God gave us instruction that
will guard us from giving a proud look.
He said, “Let nothing be done through
strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of
mind let each esteem other better than
themselves” (Philippians 2:3).

Rebuke Not

The Bible gives us valuable instruc-
tions about how we are to communic-
ate with others. Paul wrote, “Rebuke
not an elder, but intreat him as a father;
and the younger men as brethren; The
elder women as mothers; the younger
as sisters, with all purity” (1 Timothy
5:1, 2). The Greek word that was trans-
lated “rebuke” in this verse is only
used once in the Bible. This word
means “to chastise (with words)”
(Strongs Greek Dictionary). It also
means “to chide, to strike upon, to beat
upon” (Thayer s Greek Lexicon). This
word means to use words to
chastise or beat upon a per-
son. This type of verbal ab-
use is prohibited, and would
only be used to lift the
speaker up above the one
who is being verbally abused. If we are
moved with compassion toward our
brothers and sisters and look upon
them as better than ourselves, we will
not use such an unkind and harsh way
of communicating with them.

These verses tell us to entreat them
as a family member. The Greek word
that was translated “intreat” means “to
desire, invite, invoke” (Strong s Greek

“l1 am not
supposed to

tell you this,
but...”
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Dictionary). It also means “to beg, to
beseech, to encourage, to strengthen”
(Thayer s Greek Lexicon). If a brother
has erred from the faith, or done
something against someone, we are to
plead with him in love to change the
course he has chosen.

We must be careful what manner of
communication we use when dealing
with a situation like this. The same
exact words could be spoken by two
different individuals, but one may
have a much worse effect upon the
situation. This is because of the tone
of voice. The whole manner of de-
portment of the one speaking could
push someone away rather than draw
them to Christ. God wants us to bring
people to Christ to be forgiven rather
than to push them away from Christ.

Confidential

Jesus said, “Moreover if thy brother
shall trespass against thee, go and tell
him his fault between thee and him
alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast
gained thy brother” (Matthew 18:15).
If we have a problem with
someone, we are not to go
and tell someone else. What
was done against us in
private should be dealt with
in private. There is no need
for others to be brought into the mat-
ter. Solomon wrote, “Debate thy
cause with thy neighbour himself; and
discover not a secret to another: Lest
he that heareth it put thee to shame,
and thine infamy turn not away”
(Proverbs 25:9, 10). He also wrote,
“A talebearer revealeth secrets: but he
that is of a faithful spirit concealeth
the matter” (Proverbs 11:13).
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This point is critical. There is so
much gossip that goes on, both in and
out of churches. God’s people do not
need to perpetuate this problem. If
someone comes to you say-
ing, “I am not supposed to tell
you this, but...” the Christian

“Some people
are quick to

two more people with you to talk with
the person. “And if he shall neglect to
hear them, tell it unto the church: but
if he neglect to hear the church, let
him be unto thee as an hea-
then man and a publican”
(Matthew 18:17).

response should be: “Don’t criticize If something wrong was
tell me then.” We should do others. not  done that was known by
all we can to keep from per- rea]iziné that Many people, then before
petuating sinful practices, and their own many people the thing

yes, gossiping is a sinful
practice. It contributes to sep-
arating people’s friendships.
“He that covereth a transgres-
sion seeketh love; but he that
repeateth a matter separateth
very friends” (Proverbs 17:9). In the list
of the seven things God hates, He said
“A false witness that speaketh lies, and
he that soweth discord among brethren”
(Proverbs 6:19).

Jesus said that if I have a problem
with someone, I must go to him
privately before bringing anyone else
into it. If this method is successful in
dealing with the problem, then
nobody else should ever be involved.
Jesus counseled us to keep problems
as small as possible, never blow them
out of proportion or get people in-
volved who have no business even
knowing about the situation. Jesus
told us what to do if our brother will
not hear us. He said, “But if he will
not hear thee, then take with thee one
or two more, that in the mouth of two
or three witnesses every word may be
established” (Matthew 18:16). If you
have a problem with someone, and
you have already gone to that person
and he would not hear you, then, and
only then, should you bring one or
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problems are
much more
grievous in the

sight of God.”
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should be dealt with. “Them
that sin rebuke before all,
that others also may fear.”
(1 Timothy 5:20). But if
something wrong was done,
and you and the other per-
son are the only ones who know about
it, then it should be dealt with secretly
and should not be revealed to anyone
else. Keep in mind that the original
Greek word that was translated, “re-
buke” in the above verse, is different
from the one we read earlier that says,
“Rebuke not...” There is a time for
loving rebuke, but it is not to beat
someone with words. It must be ac-
companied with compassion and love.
We should never come to someone to
show them their faults unless we love
them so completely that we are will-
ing to die for them.

Removing the Beam

Jesus gave us an important lesson
about dealing with our brothers and
sisters. He said, “And why beholdest
thou the mote [straw] that is in thy
brother’s eye, but perceivest not the
beam that is in thine own eye? Either
how canst thou say to thy brother,
Brother, let me pull out the mote
[straw] that is in thine eye, when thou



thyself beholdest not the beam that is
in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, cast
out first the beam out of thine own eye,
and then shalt thou see clearly to pull
out the mote [straw] that is in thy
brother’s eye” (Luke 6:41, 42).

The human nature is strange. We are
more likely to see a small detail in
someone else that needs correcting than
the huge problem that needs correction
in our own lives. Before we go to try to
help someone remove something in
their lives, we should first
check our own lives. Some-
times what we perceive as a

“True friends
will not let

than he that flattereth with the
tongue” (Proverbs 28:23).

True friends are hard to find these
days when the love of many is waxing
cold (Matthew 24:12). To have a good
friend, we must be a good friend. “A
man that hath friends must shew him-
self friendly: and there is a friend that
sticketh closer than a brother” (Pro-
verbs 18:24). True friends will not let
petty differences separate them; they
value their friendships enough to stick
through hard times. “Iron
sharpeneth iron; so a man
sharpeneth the countenance

problem in someone else is petty of his friend” (Proverbs
actually much more of a  Jifferences 27:17). A man sharpens, or
problem in ourselves. Some separate helps perfect, the character of
people are quick to criticize them.” his friend. We need friends to

others, not realizing that their
own problems are much more grievous
in the sight of God. We must guard
against this type of hypocrisy.

True Friends

Jesus said, “As many as I love, I re-
buke and chasten: be zealous there-
fore, and repent” (Revelation 3:19).
Jesus rebukes us, not because He
wants to beat us up, but because He
loves us enough to help us when we
are in trouble. Solomon wrote, “Open
rebuke is better than secret love”
(Proverbs 27:5). We should be thank-
ful when someone comes to us in love
to show us a problem that we could
not see on our own. Solomon wrote,
“Faithful are the wounds of a friend;
but the kisses of an enemy are deceit-
ful” (Proverbs 27:6). A true friend will
love enough to rebuke and chasten
when it is needed. “He that rebuketh a
man afterwards shall find more favour
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encourage and strengthen us.

“Two are better than one; because
they have a good reward for their la-
bour. For if they fall, the one will lift
up his fellow: but woe to him that is
alone when he falleth; for he hath not
another to help him up” (Ecclesiastes
4:9, 10). The right kinds of friends are
very important and helpful in our
Christian experience.

I pray that we will all learn to have a
closer relationship with our Creator so
that we will be ready to hear every word
that proceeds out of His mouth, whether
it be a rebuke or not. In this process, I
pray that we also will have a better rela-
tionship with our Christian brethren. Je-
sus said, “all things whatsoever ye
would that men should do to you, do ye
even so to them: for this is the law and
the prophets” (Matthew 7:12). “If ye ful-
fil the royal law according to the scrip-
ture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself, ye do well” (James 2:8). »
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Faith at 211 Degrees

by Joseph E. Lahud

In the very earliest account of God,
He reveals Himself as the Creator of
the universe. The account simply states
“In the beginning God created the
heaven and the earth” (Genesis 1:1).

This simple statement might be dif-
ficult for some to believe since we
live in a world that teaches the popu-
lar idea that after a “big bang” the
universe evolved into our current
state. In other words, we come from
inanimate rocks.

The Bible, however, teaches other-
wise. In the next verse we read about
God’s Spirit (His presence) hovering
over the face of the waters: “And the
earth was without form, and void; and
darkness was upon the face of the
deep. And the Spirit of God moved
upon the face of the waters” (Genesis
1:2). To the average professing Christi-
an this statement would seem reason-
able to believe. After all, it seems
logical that after creating “the heaven
and the earth,” the presence of the One
responsible for bringing forth such an
incredible masterpiece would be found
at the event or site. In verse three of
Genesis we are presented with a bigger
challenge. It reads: “And God said, Let
there be light: and there was light.”

The creation account now places be-
fore us the idea that God simply spoke
and light was manifested! In fact, the
first chapter of Genesis mentions “God
said” no less than ten times! Addition-
ally, details of the first week reveal the
creation of galaxies, suns, moons, stars,
oceans, continents, trees, vegetation,
sea and land animals, birds, and finally
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mankind. Matter from nothing! Heav-
enly bodies precisely locked in orbits,
laws of physics: gravity, thermal dy-
namics, molecules, atoms, DNA — all
things. Can you imagine this? If you
are not persuaded to believe that the
God of the universe is capable of such
ability, this whole idea would seem ab-
surd and very difficult to accept. The
idea that God created the universe
simply by speaking, stretches one’s
mind, it can be grasped by faith alone.
“Through faith we understand that the
worlds were framed by the word of
God, so that things which are seen
were not made of things which do ap-
pear” (Hebrews 11:3).

The Bible says, “God, who at sun-
dry times and in divers manners spake
in time past unto the fathers by the
prophets, Hath in these last days
spoken unto us by his Son, whom he
hath appointed heir of all things, by
whom also he made the worlds”
(Hebrews 1:1, 2). Here we learn that
there was someone with God when
He created the world. He created all
things by Jesus Christ, the “only be-
gotten Son of God.” “In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. The
same was in the beginning with God.
All things were made by him; and
without him was not anything made
that was made” (John 1:1-3).

It is most important to understand
and have intimate, personal know-
ledge of the identity of God and His
only begotten Son, for how can we be
expected to have faith in someone
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you are unsure of? God our Father
gave His most treasured possession in
giving His Son, that through faith in
Him (Christ) we could not only have a
more abundant life here on earth free
from sin but, more importantly, the
free gift of eternal life. “And this is
life eternal, that they might know thee
the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
whom thou hast sent” (John 17:3).
Our loving heavenly Father gave all
He could give for your life, “For God
so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life” (John 3:16).
Dear Brothers and Sisters, you are
greatly loved! Your life was purchased
at a very great cost. You are greatly es-
teemed of God! He was willing to suf-
fer the sacrifice of His only begotten
Son for your life. This is the measure
of His love for you. Please, never let
circumstances cause you to believe that
God would abandon you in your trials
of life. Through Christ, you are never
alone. When Christ rose from the dead,
He purchased and secured a victory
that is all encompassing. “But thanks
be to God, which giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ”
(2_Corinthians 15:57). His power sus-
tains the universe He created. His
power can and will sustain you through
your trials in this life. “Thou openest
thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of
every living thing” (Psalm 145:16).

What is Faith?

The Bible gives us the following an-
swer: “Now faith is the substance of
things hoped for, the evidence of things
not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). So in order
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to exercise faith—to hope in God—we
are to believe in something we cannot
see; something intangible, silent, col-
orless, odorless, invisible. We are to
trust in someone most of us do not un-
derstand, which can be very difficult in
a modern world filled with much
physical, visual and audio stimulus.
Faith is an area of the human spirit that
becomes the battleground for the soul.
“But without faith it is impossible to
please him: for he that cometh to God
must believe that he is, and that he is a
rewarder of them that diligently seek
him” (Hebrews 11:6).

Through Christ, God desires for
you and me to know who He is. To
trust in God we must be willing to
take a position of vulnerability. We
are called to trust in a mysterious
God, and a Savior we cannot see. This
places the believer in a position of
risk—a risk of failure to achieve the
desired outcome or result. Why did
this method of exercising faith have
to be so contrary to our carnal and
mental comfort? To some of us, acting
upon faith has been the cause of much
agony. Why did a loving God leave us
in such a difficult situation? It has
been said “If it were easy, everyone
would be doing it.” Our heavenly
Father desires that everyone would
believe in Him. “The Lord is not
slack concerning his promise, as some
men count slackness; but is longsuf-
fering to us-ward, not willing that any
should perish, but that all should
come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).
Sadly, not all will come to repentance.

Not one would argue that in simple
things it is easy to have faith. For ex-
ample, someone may profess having
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faith in the sun rising the next day. This
seems reasonable. Because of past ex-
perience we are familiar with this and
can expect this natural phenomenon.
But the challenge comes when we are
faced with something we are not famil-
iar with. Most notable acts of heroism
and bravery written in history typically
occurred under the most adverse and
impossible conditions. The Bible gives
us much insight into both men and wo-
men, even youth who, under terrible
circumstances, accepted overwhelming
risks, overcame, and gained the victory
because of their faith. The eleventh
chapter in the book of Hebrews de-
scribes the sufferings, trials, and vic-
tories experienced by many saints in
much detail. Some of these are:

“By faith Abel offered unto God a
more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by
which he obtained witness that he was
righteous, God testifying of his gifts:
and by it he being dead yet speaketh”
(Hebrews 11:4).

“By faith Noah, being warned of God
of things not seen as yet, moved with
fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his
house; by the which he condemned the
world, and became heir of the righteous-
ness which is by faith” (Hebrews 11:7).

“By faith Abraham, when he was
tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had
received the promises offered up his
only begotten son” (Hebrews 11:17).

“By faith Moses, when he was
come to years, refused to be called the
son of Pharaoh’s daughter; Choosing
rather to suffer affliction with the
people of God, than to enjoy the
pleasures of sin for a season. Esteem-
ing the reproach of Christ greater
riches than the treasures in Egypt: for
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he had respect unto the recompense of
the reward. By faith he forsook
Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the
king: for he endured, as seeing him
who is invisible” (Hebrews 11:24-27).

“And what shall I more say? for the
time would fail me to tell of Gedeon,
and of Barak, and of Samson, and of
Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel,
and of the prophets: Who through faith
subdued kingdoms, wrought right-
eousness, obtained promises, stopped
the mouths of lions, Quenched the vi-
olence of fire, escaped the edge of the
sword, out of weakness were made
strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned
to flight the armies of the aliens. Wo-
men received their dead raised to life
again: and others were tortured, not
accepting deliverance; that they might
obtain a better resurrection” (Hebrews
11:32-35).

There is much evidence in the sacred
pages of scripture disclosing a certain
type of faith in action bringing forth
supernatural results. David, as a young
boy in the midst of Israel’s seasoned
warriors, was the only one with the
courage to run down and fight Goliath.
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, as
a result of their faithfulness to God,
were thrown into the fiery furnace and
lived. Christ Himself was seen amongst
them and a conversion took place in the
heathen king Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel
was thrown into the lions’ den and sur-
vived. Joshua prayed and the sun was
held back, not going down for a whole
day. Samson was given superhuman
strength. In the midst of some eight-
hundred-fifty heathen priests, the
prophet Elijah prayed and fire came
down from heaven consuming the



sacrifice offered. He prayed again, and
on the seventh time it rained, ending a
severe drought. After being beaten,
chained, and incarcerated, Paul and
Silas prayed and sang praises unto
God; who answered by sending an
earthquake and an angel to deliver
them. Peter walked on water and raised
Dorcas from the dead. These are just a
few. I invite you to thoroughly examine
these accounts on your own.

What kind of faith did these indi-
viduals exercise? Is it possible for us
to experience these kinds of supernat-
ural victories? Can we have faith of
this magnitude? The answer is a re-
sounding YES! “For there is no re-
spect of persons with God” (Romans
2:11). What God did for these saints
in the past, He can do—He will
do—for us today! “Like as a father
pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth
them that fear him. For he knoweth
our frame; he remembereth that we
are dust” (Psalm 103:13, 14).

The Wrong Kind of Faith

In the book of Revelation, Jesus
warns us of a condition He refers to as
being “lukewarm.” Through the apostle
John, Christ prophesied the state in
which most Christian Churches are in
today: “And unto the angel of the
church of the Laodiceans write; These
things saith the Amen, the faithful and
true witness, the beginning of the cre-
ation of God; I know thy works, that
thou art neither cold nor hot: 1 would
thou wert cold or hot. So then because
thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor
hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.
Because thou sayest, I am rich, and in-
creased with goods, and have need of
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nothing; and knowest not that thou art
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and
blind, and naked: I counsel thee to buy
of me gold tried in the fire, that thou
mayest be rich; and white raiment, that
thou mayest be clothed, and that the
shame of thy nakedness do not appear;
and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve,
that thou mayest see. As many as I love,
I rebuke and chasten: be zealous there-
fore, and repent” (Revelation 3:14-19).
Many centuries earlier through His
prophet Isaiah, God spoke the same
startling declaration: “And in that day
seven women shall take hold of one
man, saying, We will eat our own
bread, and wear our own apparel: only
let us be called by thy name, to take
away our reproach” (Isaiah 4:1). Seven
is symbolic of totality or completion
— all. Women is symbolic in the plural
to a church (Jeremiah 6:2). “Take
hold” refers to professing to be follow-
ers of Christ. “Eat our own bread”
refers to their spiritual nourishment
through the result of their own doc-
trines (false doctrines, following after
the traditions of man), not the doctrine
of Christ. “Wear our own apparel”
[garment or clothing] not the right-
eousness of Christ but their own stand-
ard. “Taking away our reproach”
means they will consider themselves to
be acceptable in God’s sight, blame-
less, without sin. But this is not so.
Some of us can identify with this
condition. Perhaps we have attended
churches which fit this description.
Perhaps we struggle in areas of our life
which seem impossible to break free
from sin. These could be in the form of
habits, addictions, thoughts, lifestyle,
or physical condition. Perhaps our
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struggle is in the areas of finances, em-
ployment, relationships, depression,
and even hopelessness. Remember
Paul and Silas in Acts 23-33. In their
suffering they thanked and praised God
and what happened? God did the im-
possible for them. In fact, the account
states that even the jailer and his family
were baptized unto the faith! Praise the
Lord in your trial! Give Him thanks!
For by this action you are exercising
faith in the assurance that God is going
to show Himself faithful on your be-
half. By thanking God in your trials
you are placing yourself at the feet of
God’s throne. When we do this we are
taking hold of such faith even as Job
when he declared: “Though he slay
me, yet will I trust in him” (Job 13:15).
The wonderful thing is that in the end
God proved Himself faithful for He
blessed Job by not only restoring all
things lost, but also adding a double
portion! Likewise, our heavenly Father
desires to bless you above all you can
contain or imagine.

God desires us to advance to a place
He has for us. “And I will bring the
blind by a way that they knew not; I
will lead them in paths that they have
not known: I will make darkness light
before them, and crooked things
straight. These things will I do unto
them, and not forsake them” (Isaiah
42:16). He also declares another won-
derful promise regarding the outcome
of our lives. This promise may be
found in Jeremiah 29:11-14 where He
declares: “For I know the thoughts that
I think toward you, saith the Lord,
thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to
give you an expected end. Then shall
ye call upon me, and ye shall go and
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pray unto me, and I will hearken unto
you. And ye shall seek me, and find
me, when ye shall search for me with
all your heart and I will be found of
you, saith the Lord: and I will turn
away your captivity, and 1 will gather
you from all the nations, and from all
the places whither I have driven you,
saith the Lord; and I will bring you
again into the place whence I caused
you to be carried away captive.”

The Right Kind of Faith—Boiling Hot

The apostle James affirms the prin-
ciple of giving thanks in the midst of
trials: “My brethren, count it all joy
when ye fall into divers temptations;
Knowing this, that the trying of your
faith worketh patience. But let patience
have her perfect work, that ye may be
perfect and entire, wanting nothing”
(James 1:2-4). There is a principle re-
garding faith in action that must be
practiced for us to harvest the fruits of
such faith. Although “salvation by
works” is not a correct biblical prin-
ciple, there is a type of works which is:

“What doth it profit, my brethren,
though a man say he hath faith, and
have not works? can faith save him? If
a brother or sister be naked, and desti-
tute of daily food, And one of you say
unto them, Depart in peace, be ye
warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye
give them not those things which are
needful to the body; what doth it
profit? Even so faith, if it hath not
works, is dead, being alone. Yea, a
man may say, Thou hast faith, and I
have works: shew me thy faith without
thy works, and I will shew thee my
faith by my works. Thou believest that
there is one God; thou doest well: the
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devils also believe, and tremble. But
wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith
without works is dead? Was not Abra-
ham our father justified by works,
when he had offered Isaac his son upon
the altar? Seest thou how faith wrought
with his works, and by works was faith
made perfect? And the scripture was
fulfilled which saith, Abraham be-
lieved God, and it was imputed unto
him for righteousness: and he was
called the Friend of God. Ye see then
how that by works a man is justified,
and not by faith only. Likewise also
was not Rahab the harlot justified by
works, when she had received the mes-
sengers, and had sent them out another
way? For as the body without the spirit
is dead, so faith without works is dead
also” (James 2:14-26).

I would like to share a testimony re-
garding faith in action, which I had the
privilege of experiencing. Several years
ago when my family and I were living
in a motel shortly after giving up our
home, one morning | heard a knock on
our door. Upon opening
the door I found a wo-
man standing in the |
hallway weeping (one of i
the housekeeping staff).
In between sobs she ex-
plained to me that her
beloved son, Bob (not
his real name), had tried
to commit suicide the
night before and, know-
ing that we labored in ministry work,
she asked me to pray for him. And so |
did. Upon further questioning I found
out that he was in a special hospital re-
covery unit only twenty miles from us.
I offered to go visit and pray for him.
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After making the necessary ar-
rangements, | was allowed to visit
him the next day. Here is what
happened: 1 checked in with the front
desk and received my visitor’s secur-
ity clearance. Then I waited for Bob
in a kind of auditorium. After a few
minutes [ was approached by a six-
foot-two-inch young man with bright
blue eyes, head and face clean shaven,
a distinct swastika tattooed on the left
side of his neck and several other tat-
toos on his arms. He looked the part
of a white Nazi supremacist. He
shared with me about his struggles
with suicidal thoughts, and how he
tried to overdose with a large amount
of cocaine. I shared with him a brief
testimony about my past life of drugs
and alcohol abuse, my deliverance,
and that [ had come to know for a fact
that God was real, that He did exist,
and that He loved me.

I asked Bob if he knew that God
loved him so much that He gave His
only begotten Son Jesus Christ for the
_ forgiveness of his sins.
With a gentle, genuine,
| and surprised voice he
answered no, he had
| never known that, and
he wanted to know
more about God’s love
for him.

I provided Bob with
his own Bible and, after
several Bible studies
and deep discussions, Bob declared his
desire to give his life over to God and
asked if he could be baptized. The pre-
requisite for baptism as found in the
Bible is this: that you believe that Je-
sus is the Son of God! Baptism is a
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declaration of your faith that Jesus died
for your sins and rose again. Through
faith in His shed blood, we receive the
free gift of eternal life! In the account
of Philip and the eunuch, Philip re-
sponded by baptizing him (Acts 8:36-
39). Accordingly, I had the privilege of
baptizing a very joyful young man in
the name of Jesus Christ in the swim-
ming pool of a hotel. After changing
into dry clothes, we had communion.
As he was tipping his small commu-
nion cup to his mouth, my wife Kim-
berly Ann casually mentioned to him
that Christ was a Jew. You should have
seen Bob’s eyes as he heard this. They
opened up to the size of golf balls! You
could clearly see the expression of
great surprise and revelation in Bob’s
face. The last time I spoke with Bob’s
mother she happily informed me that
Bob had a fiancée and a steady job.

What we witnessed in Bob’s life
was his willingness to step out in faith
and act upon that faith, thus allowing
the love and power of Jesus to fill his
empty heart. It was a supernatural
event! 1 believe we witnessed the
power of God move upon that young
man; the same power that moved
upon a young David before he ran
down to fight Goliath. Our heavenly
Father desires to fill our hearts with
that kind of power-changing faith.

Faith is a Gift from God

Water is one of the most abundant
natural resources on planet earth. It is
an amazing substance; a compound
element composed of two hydrogen
molecules and one oxygen molecule.
The specific combination of these
atomic elements makes a chemical
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reaction that is expressed as H2O.
Without this chemical reaction life on
this planet could not exist. It makes up
for over two thirds of the planet’s sur-
face. It directly regulates our planet’s
climate and temperature. Our bodies
are made up of approximately 55 to 75
percent water. One feature of water is
its ability to be transformed from a li-
quid to a solid, and also to a vapor. At
sea level, water boils and turns into
steam when heated to 212 degrees; not
211 or 211.5, but 212 degrees. At this
temperature simple water is converted
into another form—a gas, which, when
harnessed under pressure, can carry
and release a great amount of energy.
For example, a steam locomotive can
pull hundreds of tons of weight while
traveling down a track at speeds over
100 miles per hour! Steam is also used
today to power large turbines in the
production of electricity.

This principle of a simple substance
transforming into another state and
achieving unbelievable results is what
true living faith can accomplish in your
life! You can compare the Apostle
Peter’s faith to have been so hot that it
turned into steam! He was able to walk
on water (Matthew 14:29). As long as
he was looking to Jesus Christ, it did
not matter how intimidating were the
waves, the howling winds, or the fierce
tempest surrounding him. God’s power
sustained him and allowed him to defy
a natural law. Peter’s ability to walk on
the water, superseding [perhaps use
"contrary to"] a law of physics, was
made possible by a supernatural law, a
faith that grasped the power of God.
“For with God nothing shall be im-
possible” (Luke 1:37). I pray that you
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would believe that it is possible for you
today, right now, to have such an exper-
ience as Peter did, by having faith in a
God who loves you exceedingly! “But
these are written, that ye might believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God;
and that believing ye might have life
through his name” (John 20:31).

I was inspired to title this message
“Faith at 211 Degrees” based on the
boiling point of water and the power-
ful results of steam. As water can turn
into steam, so can our faith. I would
have you believe that that one degree
makes a difference as to whether we
walk on water or we sink. Christ re-
buked His disciples for not allowing
the children to come to Him (Mark
10:13), and He added: “Verily I say
unto you, Whosoever shall not receive
the kingdom of God as a little child,
he shall not enter therein.” (Mark
10:15). Children are typically not cor-
rupted in their thinking by theology or
prejudice. They see the world through
eyes of innocence. They can generally
experience new things without the bi-
as that adults often possess. Just as a

child seeing a colorful butterfly for
the first time is mesmerized by its
beauty, so should we be wonderfully
touched by beholding what God has
done for us in giving us His only be-
gotten Son. Brothers and sisters, we
have all things in Christ Jesus!

“Seeing then that we have a great
high priest, that is passed into the
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us
hold fast our profession. For we have
not an high priest which cannot be
touched with the feeling of our in-
firmities; but was in all points temp-
ted like as we are, yet without sin. Let
us therefore come boldly unto the
throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy, and find grace to help in time
of need” (Hebrews 4:14-16).

May we also be found with the faith
of a child, that we may trust in our
loving God with such a faith that will
release His power in the circumstances
of our daily lives, and allow Him to do
the impossible—to His glory!

“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace,
whose mind is stayed on thee: because
he trusteth in thee” (Isaiah 26:3). »

Speak Life

by Alisha Starr

“Look into the eyes of the broken-
hearted,;

Watch them come alive as soon
as you speak hope,

You speak love, you speak...

You speak Life.”

Is it possible that I have not given
the same gifts of unconditional love
and grace to my husband that I have
always given to our children? This
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thought hit me like a thunderbolt as |
sat in an auditorium packed with other
couples seeking to build stronger mar-
riages through Christ.

Was it really possible that 1 had
failed to apply the grace-filled prin-
ciples of righteousness by faith to the
man [ consider my best friend in all the
world? Could I have missed the oppor-
tunity to be grace to my husband?
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Yes, there had been many times in
our twenty-eight year relationship
when [ had magnanimously graced him
with forgiveness for certain of his
deeds and selfish attitudes—that’s what
a Christian wife should do, right?
Show grace. The problem was, 1 had
never allowed our marriage to step out
of the “marriage by works” rut and into
the miracle of “marriage by faith.”

And it showed.

You know what I mean when I say
righteousness by faith. It is completely
trusting in Christ’s merits for our salva-
tion—relying on His righteousness as a
substitute for our unrighteousness. “For
by grace are ye saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift
of God: Not of works, lest any man
should boast” (Ephesians 2:8, 9). We
know that laboring to be “good
enough” is a labor in vain: “For all
have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God” (Romans 3:23). Those
who seek salvation by their own merits
or abilities miss the blessings that only
His grace can bring.

When I lived under the law, seeking
to be righteous through my deeds, I
was tense and filled with dread. All of
the time! I seriously dreaded the day
that Jesus would come again because |
knew He would find me unworthy. I
longed to hear “Well done,” but knew
in my heart that I would be denied the
only words I had ever desired to hear
from God and every human I had ever
come in contact with.

I had not experienced grace in my-
self—for myself—so 1 did not know
how to show grace to others. I was
hard on myself and on everyone else.
This, of course, extended most into that
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crowning jewel of all intimate human
relationships—my marriage.

Then, 1 was converted. Not to
Christianity—I had always been a
Christian—but to Jesus, the One full of
grace and truth (John 1:14). To grace.
Grace. It was life-changing. In an in-
stant, | experienced the transforming
power of His presence in my heart. His
Spirit came and, convicted of my un-
worthiness and need of grace, I laid
down my works on the altar of sacri-
fice and was transformed by grace. 1
knew by heart Romans 3:23—"“For all
have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God,” but somehow, I had
missed the rest of the passage:

“But now the righteousness of God
without the law is manifested, being
witnessed by the law and the prophets;
Even the righteousness of God which
is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and
upon all them that believe: for there is
no difference: For all have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God; Being
justified freely by his grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus:
Whom God hath set forth to be a pro-
pitiation through faith in his blood, to
declare his righteousness for the re-
mission of sins that are past, through
the forbearance of God; To declare, 1
say, at this time his righteousness: that
he might be just, and the justifier of
him which believeth in Jesus. Where is
boasting then? It is excluded. By what
law? of works? Nay: but by the law of
faith. Therefore we conclude that a
man is justified by faith without the
deeds of the law” (Romans 3:21-28).

Gratefully, I had been converted by
the One Who is not only full of grace,
but of truth. Through the ensuing



years, Truth has revealed Himself more
clearly to me (HE is Truth—John
14:6), and has patiently brought me to
an understanding of the ways in which
my behaviors and attitudes fall short of
the abundant, glorious life He came to
bring (John 10:10). He has steadfastly
refused to patch me up when what I
need is a complete transformation; to
be transformed into His likeness—His
glory—His grace (2 Corinthians 3:18).

A moment of clarity—a revelation
of Himself—transformation—was
what I experienced that night in the
love-filled auditorium listening to my
friend give her testimony about how
Jesus redeemed her hopeless marriage.
My marriage—though not even close
to hopeless—needed something that
only I could give it. It needed me to be
completely transformed by the grace
He has given MY HUSBAND. Not by
my grace, given stingily and with a
tight fist. I needed to experience the
grace my husband has received from
his Savior and delight in its transform-
ing power for him the way I had de-
lighted in the way grace had changed
me. | had held my husband to the old
standard of the law—*“When WILL
you prove to me that you are good
enough?” “When will you FINALLY
be trustworthy?” “When will 1 be
SURE that you aren’t gonna bail on
me?” We had an old-covenant marriage
based on “law-keeping” (my law) and
“works” (his), and it was nothing more
than a white-washed tombstone—it
looked good on the outside, but was
full of the old bones of unforgiven
grievances long past (Matthew 23:27).

“Oh, yeah? Well actions speak
louder than words, baby!”
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Indeed they do. And my actions
shouted to him that he wasn’t good
enough, trustworthy enough and that |
thought—no, expected—that he would
leave me when the going got rough.
There isn’t enough grace in the uni-
verse to cover attitudes like these!
(Romans 7:24)

Or is there?

He that “giveth more grace” to those
who humble themselves before Him
(James 4:6) has an unlimited supply!
The words I have spoken to my chil-
dren since their babyhoods came to me
with such beauty and clarity that my
knees buckled and tears flowed from
my eyes!!

THERE IS NOTHING YOU CAN
EVER DO OR SAY THAT WILL
MAKE ME STOP LOVING YOU

Precious words of life!! Now I knew
that these words, so freely spoken to
me by Christ Who hung on the cross
for me, and whispered to my children
as I rocked them to sleep at night, were
THE WORDS that my husband had
never heard from me. He had lived
years without hearing that I love him
unabashedly and with my whole heart
full of grace for him! He needed to hear
THE WORDS! Our marriage needed to
hear THE WORDS! Words of life.
Transforming words. Grace. Truth.

As we lay in bed that night, facing
each other transparently for, perhaps,
the first time, I spoke the words he had
longed to hear. “There is nothing you
can ever do or say that will make me
stop loving you.” Period. End of story.

But not the end of the story. Not by
a long shot. Christ’s ability to trans-
form people and relationships defies
what we can even think or imagine
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(Ephesians 3:20) and He is faithful.
Our marriage has grown more since
that night not long ago than in the pre-
ceding ten years. That is not an exag-
geration—it is our experience, and we
praise Him for it.

You see, when you bring the truth
about grace—that none of us are
worthy enough, faithful enough or lov-
ing enough, but HE IS and that counts
for EVERYTHING—into your mar-
riage, suddenly the one whom God
brought to you is the right one, the one
who really does “complete” you, the
one who actually meets your needs be-
cause now all you see is JESUS. You
see His grace and His truth woven

through your lover’s heart, and He has
accomplished so much more than a
make-over! There is no white-washing
because that which was dry bones is
now alive in Christ!!

In the closing verses of Paul’s letter
to the Galatians, he warns the believers
about those who would taint their spir-
itual experience with rules and rituals
that held no meaning. He exhorts the
congregation to glory in “nothing but
the cross” (Galatians 6:14). In verse
15, he boils it all down to one thing:
What counts is whether we have been
transformed into a new creature.

It’s all that counts in your marriage,
too. Speak Life!! »

Hurting People All Around

by Mittisse Barrett

Have you ever wondered what you
could possibly do for the Lord, ques-
tioning whether you have any skills
that God could use? I too have often
been paralyzed by the awareness of my
limited gifts, but not anymore. My pur-
pose for sharing this experience is to
give you a modern-day miracle of the
little boy with his small lunch of barley
loaves and fishes, and to inspire you to
believe that it is not so much what you
have, but what God can do with what
you have. How He can take the little
that we have and multiply it into a
great meal for those who are hungering
and thirsting for more than this world
has to offer. They need Jesus; He alone
can satisfy the hunger and thirst of the
heart of humanity!

Let me begin with my own prayer
life. For weeks, even months, I have
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been pleading with my Father in
heaven to teach me how to love Him
as He deserves to be loved, and to
teach me to love those that He loves. 1
desire a new heart, a heart that longs
to be pleasing to my Father in heaven.
I want to see people as He sees them
and not with critical eyes. I need my
Father’s eyes!

Now let’s get started with the Sab-
bath blessing that I received by listen-
ing to the voice of the Lamb. It all
began one sunshiny day after fellow-
ship with the Roan Mountain group.
The worship service had ended, the
lunch table was cleared and afternoon
discussion had begun. This is usually a
very enjoyable part of the day;
however, for me, it was not. An over-
whelming and heavy burden had con-
sumed my thoughts. I believed that my
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Father in heaven was trying to tell me
something, but I questioned whether or
not | was hearing His voice or my own.
So I began to pray that He would make
it clear; I needed to be sure. Consum-
ing my thoughts was the unmistakable
need to go find someone who was
hurting and to bring encouragement. |
was sure now, so gathering my belong-
ings and the gift of literature, I was on
an errand of the Lord.

Stopping along the way, I phoned a
dear friend and requested that we pray.
I had God’s assurance that He was
sending me, and now | wanted to be
covered in prayer. I was ready! It was
the Lord who was directing me, and |
knew that He would have to show me
where this person was. He did!

Using literature as the means to
find the person in need, I began
knocking on doors. God is so faithful!
After knocking on only five doors, |
met the lady that had been crying out
to the Lord for help. She invited me
into her home and, before any lapse of
time, she began to cry a river of tears.
These tears gushed from a heart that
needed the assurance of a forgiving
and loving Saviour.

This is her story: Just two years
ago, she and her best friend were in a
terrible automobile accident; her best
friend died. Being the driver had left
her feeling responsible and guilt rid-
den. She underwent physical therapy,
which allows her limited use of her
legs, but mostly she is in a wheelchair.
As if this were not painful enough,
she then learned that she had breast
cancer and needed to have one breast
removed. Unbelievably, the week pri-
or to my Sabbath visit a friend’s child

Lage 16

’f&fu{] y to show fﬁ{z/&ejf appmved unto ((/)M/

had died. No wonder she was draining
her eyes of stored tears with me that
Sabbath afternoon. What could I pos-
sibly say? “Lord help me to keep my
mouth shut until she empties every
ounce of tears,” was my prayer. God
knew that she needed a human to re-
veal His love to her. Someone with
arms that could embrace her mangled
body and to reassure her of forgive-
ness and that a loving Father in heav-
en had heard her cry. He sent me!

Underneath the wheelchair, the
smoke from the cancer sticks, the
mangled limbs and the tear-stained
face, was a beautiful lady who had
weathered a tremendous storm. He
sent me to point her to the rainbow of
promise; remind her of a loving heav-
enly Father who sent His Son to suf-
fer so that we could have eternal life;
help her to see that the Father loves
her and only wants to bless her life,
and that He has a purpose and plan
for her life if she will only turn to
Him; and encourage her to ask the
Father to reveal His plan for her life.
The Father wanted me to tell her that
He had sent me there that day. I ex-
plained that I normally don’t go door
to door, but today was different. He
had told me that someone was hurting
and at the end of their rope. He
wanted her to know that He heard her
cry for help. He loved her!

I couldn’t leave her without giving
her a tool that had saved my life so
many times: the act of seeking
someone who has it worse than I do
and helping him or her, had helped
me during the loss of my husband
years ago. This simple tactic had res-
cued me from despair many times. It
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is only when we take our eyes off of
our own problems that we can experi-
ence joy in the middle of the storm.
Suggesting ideas to reach out to others
from her own home seemed to bring
purpose to her tormented soul. Want-
ing to keep in touch, I asked if I could
have her phone number and address.
As I knelt beside her chair, we prayed
that the Father in heaven would send
the Spirit of His Son, Jesus, to guide
her and comfort her during the weeks
ahead. I know that He heard our pray-
er because He sent me there!

I finished handing out literature in
the area and returned to my car. Now
the tears began to flow from my eyes;
tears of joy. Not only had my heav-
enly Father used me to comfort and
give hope to this lady, but He also
answered my prayers. Without a
doubt, I knew how He wanted me to
love Him and those that He sent His
Son to die for on the cross. He wants
me to search for those that Satan has
tried to destroy, so that Jesus can re-
store their lives. He wants me to seek
the lost and, while seeking, I will be
saved as a result; a natural result. The
joy I experienced knocking on doors
that day taught me how to really live a
life worth living. I knew why I was
created and my purpose in this
life—to bring Jesus to those who are
without hope. He is the only medicine
for the hurting heart of humanity! He
alone can heal! He alone can renew a
right spirit within the heart! He alone
can assure the sin-sick soul of a for-
giving heavenly Father! He alone can
change your life and mine!

I’d like to share a quote from the
book The Desire of Ages, page 312.
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“The service rendered in sincerity of
heart has great recompense. ‘Thy
Father which seeth in secret Himself
shall reward thee openly.” By the life
we live through the grace of Christ
the character is formed. The original
loveliness begins to be restored to the
soul. The attributes of the character of
Christ are imparted, and the image of
the Divine begins to shine forth. The
faces of men and women who walk
and work with God express the peace
of heaven. They are surrounded with
the atmosphere of heaven. For these
souls the kingdom of God has begun.
They have Christ’s joy, the joy of be-
ing a blessing to humanity. They have
the honor of being accepted for the
Master’s use; they are trusted to do
His work in His name.”

Please don’t be mistaken; if you see
anything in me that looks like Christ,
it is Christ. Apart from Him I know
what I am—nothing. But there is hope
for you, for this lady and for me! We
can be partakers of Christ’s joy by
doing the things that brought Him joy.
He came to this earth seeking the
lost—you and me. This is what
brought Him joy, and it will bring joy
to our hearts too!

The song that I learned as a young
child has so much more meaning now.
Will you sing it with me?

“I have the joy, joy, joy, joy down
in my heart, down in my heart, down
in my heart. I have the joy, joy, joy,
joy down in my heart, down in my
heart to stay. And I’m so happy, so
very happy. I have the love of Jesus in
my heart. And I’m so happy so very
happy. I have the love of Jesus in my
heart!” »
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Sometﬁing for the Young at Heart

This month we are continuing a series of studies written by my children. In
order to maintain the flow of the study, this crossword puzzle is not split into
Across and Down sections—Across or Down is indicated at the end of each
line. (The KJV is required.)

Truth - by Zachariah Beachy

3

Answers will be printed on the back page of next month’s issue.

» “God shall forth his mercy and > “But thou, O Lord, art a God full of
his truth.” Psalms 57:3—10 Down compassion, and gracious, long-
suffering, and in mercy and

» “Mercy and truth are met together;

righteousness and peace have truth.” Psalms 86:15—2 Down
_____each other.” Psalms 85:10— » “Justice and judgment are the hab-
15 Across itation of thy__ : mercy and truth
> “Truth shall out of the earth; ~ Shall go before thy face.” Psalms
and righteousness shall look down 89:14—4 Down
from heaven.” Psalms 85:11— > “He shall cover thee with his feath-
18 Across ers, and under his wings shalt thou
« ) ; trust: his truth shallbe thy _ and
» “Teach me thy way, O Lorb; | will ,,
_inthy trzth: ljlnite my heart to buckler.” Psalms 91:4—12 Down
fear thy name.” Psalms 86:11— > “Before the Lorb: for he cometh, for
14 Down he cometh to judge the earth: he
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shall judge the world with right-
eousness, and the with his
truth.” Psalms 96:13—1 Across

> “For the LorD is good; his mercy is
everlasting; and his truth  to
all generations.” Psalms 100:5—
13 Down

» “The works of his hands are verity
and judgment; all his command-
ments are sure. They stand fast for
ever and ever, and are done in truth

and * Psalms 111:7, 8—
7 Across

» “Thy righteousness is an everlast-
ing righteousness, and thy _ is
the truth.” Psalms 119:142—
3 Across

» Commandments: “Thou art near, O
LorD; and all thy are truth.”
Psalms 119:151—11 Across

» “For his merciful kindness is great
toward us: and the _ of the
LorDp endureth for ever. Praise ye
the  LorD.” Psalms 117:2—
9 Across

> “l have chosen the way of truth: thy
have | laid before me.”
Psalms 119:30—6 Down

» “And take not the word of truth ut-
terly out of my  ; for | have
hoped in thy judgments.” Psalms
119:43—19 Across

>»“l will worship toward thy holy
temple, and praise thy name for thy

lovingkindness and for thy truth: for
thou hast magnified thy word above
all thy . Psalms 138:2—
8 Down

> “Of his own will begat he us with
the of truth, that we should be
a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.”
James 1:18—16 Down

» “Grace be with you, mercy, and
peace, from God the Father, and
from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son
of the Father, in truth and "
2 John 1:3—3 Down

» “Who will have all men to be saved,
and to come unto the of the
truth.” 1 Timothy 2:4—17 Across

»“Jesus saith unto him, | am the
way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the |, but by me.”
John 14:6—5 Across

> “l have no greater joy than to hear

that my walk in truth.” 3 John
1:4—11 Down
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Answers to Last Month’s Crossword Puzzle

Present Truth is published monthly by Present Truth Ministries. It is sent free upon
request. Duplication of these papers is not only permitted but strongly encouraged,
as long as our contact information is retained. Present Truth is available online at
www.presenttruth.info, and you may also request to receive it by e-mail.

Note: If you move, please send us your new address. If you inadvertently get deleted

from our mailing list, without your request, please write us and verify your valid address.

Editor: Lynnford Beachy, PO Box 315, Kansas, OK 74347, phone: (304) 633-5411. Jim
Raymond, phone: (407) 421-6025, e-mail: newsletter@presenttruth.info.
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