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God’s Love Revealed in Hell
by Lynnford Beachy

There are many ideas present within the numerous

churches concerning the state, or the condition, of the dead.

There are also many ideas regarding the final reward of the

wicked. Each of these views have profound effects upon

our understanding of God’s love. This study will examine

what the Bible says on this subject so we will have a more

exalted view of our loving God who created us. Let us first

examine where man came from.

“And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our

likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the

sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and

over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that

creepeth upon the earth” (Genesis 1:26). The Father said to

His Son, “Let us make man in our image, after our like-

ness.” Adam was created in God’s image and His likeness.

This does not mean that Adam was exactly like God in

every respect. We can be sure that in at least one way Adam

was different from God, for God said, “But of the tree of the

knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in

the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” (Gen-

esis 2:17).

Adam was subject to the possibility of dying. God could

not die under any circumstance. “Which in His times He

[Christ] shall shew, who is the blessed and only Potentate

[the Father], the King of kings, and Lord of lords; Who only

hath immortality [cannot die], dwelling in the light which

no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor

can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen”

(1 Timothy 6:15, 16).

God, the Father, is the only being in the universe who

could never have died under any circumstance. Adam could

die for he did not possess absolute immortality. This fact,

however, was the focus of Satan’s first attack when he

tempted Eve in the garden. “And the serpent said unto the

woman, Ye shall not surely die” (Genesis 3:4). This statement

was in direct contradiction to the word of God, for He said, “in

the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” The day

that Adam and Eve ate of the fruit, the sentence was there,

“thou shalt surely die.” It was now inevitable, they must die.

As we look at the story of Adam and Eve a little deeper,

we can see that Satan had an underlying motive in contra-

dicting the word of God. Let’s first look at a little history re-

garding Satan. We will go back to the time when his name

was Lucifer.

The History of Satan
Lucifer was created perfect. “Thou wast perfect in thy

ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE:

Something for the Young at Heart . . . . . . . . . page 8

The National Sunday Law (Part 5) . . . . . . . . . page 9
by Alonzo T. Jones

Bi-Focal Points . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . page 10

The Gospel in Creation (Part 3) . . . . . . . . . . page 11
by Ellet J. Waggoner



found in thee” (Ezekiel 28:15). Lucifer means “Light

Bearer,” and was the name of Satan before he fell. “How art

thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning!

how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken

the nations!” (Isaiah 14:12). Lucifer was perfect when God

created him. He loved God with all his heart, all his soul

and all his mind. However, there came a time when “iniq-

uity was found” in him. What was this iniquity?

Concerning Lucifer, God said, “Thine heart was lifted

up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom

by reason of thy brightness” (Ezekiel 28:17). Lucifer be-

came proud, because of how beautiful and good he thought

he was. This pride corrupted his wisdom about God’s love

for him, which naturally diminished His love for God. John

wrote, “We love him [God], because he first loved us”

(1 John 4:19). Lucifer began to doubt God’s love. He began

to think that God was being unfair to him by not exalting

him to a higher position than he had. Lucifer wanted to be

like the Most High. He said, “I will ascend above the

heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High” (Isaiah

14:14). It was this abnormal ambition that led him to spread

seeds of doubt among the faithful angels. Lucifer suc-

ceeded in getting one third of the angelic host to accompany

him in his rebellion. “And his tail drew the third part of the

stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth:… And there

was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against

the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, And pre-

vailed not; neither was their place found any more in

heaven. And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent,

called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole

world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were

cast out with him” (Revelation 12:4, 7-9).

It was Lucifer’s lie from the beginning that God was not

as loving and caring as He made himself out to be. Lucifer

thought that he could do a better job than God. At one time

Lucifer believed that God was loving, kind, unselfish and

just. While in this condition, Lucifer was perfect. But some-

thing happened. Lucifer began to doubt God’s love. Lucifer

believed his own lie. It was this belief that began the terrible

road to destruction. This caused him to sin against God and

the heavenly host.

Sin began with a disbelief in God’s love, and Satan

knew that if he could get others to disbelieve God’s love,

they would join him in his rebellion.

Eve in the Garden of Eden
This is where we pick up the story in Genesis 3. “Now

the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field

which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the

woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of

the garden? And the woman said unto the serpent, We may

eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: But of the fruit of

the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said,

Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.

And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely

die: For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then

your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing

good and evil” (Genesis 3:1-5).

Satan planted a seed of doubt in Eve’s mind. She began

to wonder why God had withheld the fruit of that tree from

her. She had understood that it was for her own benefit that

God had withheld the fruit from her, but she began to be un-

certain. Gazing at the fruit, Eve thought something like this,

“Could it be that God is withholding this fruit from me be-

cause He does not want me to become wise, and be elevated

to a higher level?”

“And when the woman saw that the tree was good for

food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be de-

sired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did

eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did

eat” (Genesis 3:6). Satan succeeded in getting Eve to join

him in his rebellion against God. What was it that caused

Eve’s fall? How could Satan convince a perfect, sinless be-

ing to openly rebel against God?

Up until that time, Eve was convinced that God loved

her very much. God had done many wonderful things for

her. He always provided for her needs, and everything was

wonderful in that beautiful garden. At Satan’s instigation,

Eve began to wonder if God really did love her. She won-

dered if there was something good that God was withhold-

ing from her. Soon she believed Satan’s lie, and doubted

God’s love. She ate of the fruit, and we all know the rest of

the story.

It was a disbelief in God’s love that started Satan on his

downward path. It was a disbelief in God’s love that con-

vinced Eve to sin. It is a disbelief in God’s love that keeps

us in sin today. It is only through a revelation of God’s infi-

nite love and our appreciation for it that we can be brought

back to God in a loving relationship surpassing any we

have yet had.

For many years the world lay in darkness as to the im-

mense love that God has for them. It was to make clear

God’s love, and redeem His children, that God sent His

only-begotten Son into the world. Jesus came to declare the

wonderful character of love that God has for each one of us.

It has been Satan’s goal to deceive men as to the true

character of God. Satan would have us believe that God is

not as loving as He claims to be. Satan knows that if he can

convince us on this issue, we will never completely surren-

der our lives to Him enough to have a hatred for sin so great

as to cause us to stop sinning. It is only through receiving a

true picture of God’s love that we can ever love Him

enough to fulfill the commandment that Jesus called “the

first and great commandment.” “Jesus said unto him, Thou

shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all
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thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great

commandment” (Matthew 22:37, 38).

Satan’s Promise of Eternal Life
Satan persuaded Eve to believe that she could disobey

God’s commands and still live forever. Were Satan’s words

true?

Let the Bible answer this question. “And the LORD God

said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good

and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also

of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever: Therefore the

LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till

the ground from whence he was taken. So He drove out the

man; and He placed at the east of the garden of Eden

Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way,

to keep the way of the tree of life” (Genesis 3:22-24).

God loved Adam and Eve very much, and realized that it

was for their own good that they be prohibited from eating

of the tree of life and living forever in a sinful condition.

Did Adam or Eve ever eat of the tree of life after they

had disobeyed God? No! Will Adam, or any transgressor

live on and on forever and ever? Not unless they are for-

given, turn from their wicked ways and live.

Man is not immortal in any way. Man’s life is dependent

upon whether he eats of the tree of life or not. No man has

ever eaten of the tree of life since Adam’s fall (possibly

with the exception of those whom the Bible reveals have

been raised from the dead, like Moses, or those who have

been taken to heaven without seeing death, like Enoch and

Elijah). Therefore man, in his fallen condition, does not

have eternal life. Our eternal life depends upon whether or

not we eat of the tree of life.

“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith

unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat

of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of

God” (Revelation 2:7). “Blessed are they that do His com-

mandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and

may enter in through the gates into the city” (Revelation

22:14).

Surely these verses do not include the unrepentant,

wicked ones who have rejected God’s free gift of salvation.

Only those who do His commandments and overcome will

eat of the tree of life. Only they will live forever, for we

have seen that eternal life depends upon whether or not a

man eats of the tree of life. Certainly the wicked will never

get a chance to eat of the tree of life, therefore they will not

live forever.

What is the Reward of the Wicked?
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only be-

gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not

perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). God loves us

so much that He willingly gave up something for us. What

did He give up? If He had merely given up an ox or a goat as

a sacrifice for us, we would not think God is very loving or

kind. Our perception of God’s love for us depends upon the

value of the gift which He gave up for us.

John 3:16 is very specific as to what God gave up. God

gave up His Son. Not just any son, but His only-begotten

Son. Not a son by creation as were the angels, nor a son by

adoption, as is redeemed mankind, but a Son begotten in the

express image of His Father’s person. God loves us so

much that He was willing to give up everything for us, and

this was proven by the fact that He gave up that which was

most dear to Him, His only-begotten Son. “He that spared

not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall

he not with him also freely give us all things?” (Romans

8:32).

This gift was given to redeem mankind, yet there are

many who will not accept this free gift as their own. This is

very sad, since this verse makes it clear that those who do

not “believe in Him” will lose out on everlasting life. Those

who do not have everlasting life will perish. The opposite

of everlasting life is everlasting death.

“But the wicked shall perish, and the enemies of the

LORD shall be as the fat of lambs: they shall consume; into

smoke shall they consume away” (Psalm 37:20). The Bible

tells us that the wicked shall consume away into smoke.

God does not have any pleasure in seeing those whom He

loves perish. “As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no plea-

sure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn

from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways;

for why will ye die?” (Ezekiel 33:11). My friend, if you

have not yet given your life to the Lord, please, before it is

too late, ask Jesus to come into your heart and He will not

reject you, for He said, “him that cometh to me I will in no

wise cast out” (John 6:37).

“For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven;

and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be

stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up saith

the LORD of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor

branch. But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of

righteousness arise with healing in His wings; and ye shall

go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall. And ye shall

tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the

soles of your feet in the day that I shall do this, saith the

LORD of hosts” (Malachi 4:1-3).

There will be a day when the wicked shall be burnt up,

and they will become ashes. “For yet a little while, and the

wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligently consider his

place, and it shall not be” (Psalm 37:10).

“Knowest thou not this of old, since man was placed

upon earth, The triumphing of the wicked is short, and the

joy of the hypocrite but for a moment? Though his excel-

lency mount up to the heavens, and his head reach unto the
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clouds; Yet he shall perish for ever like his own dung: they

which have seen him shall say, Where is he? He shall fly

away as a dream, and shall not be found: yea, he shall be

chased away as a vision of the night. The eye also which

saw him shall see him no more; neither shall his place any

more behold him” (Job 20:4-9). The wicked shall perish

forever, but the righteous will live forever.

“Let the sinners be consumed out of the earth, and let the

wicked be no more. Bless thou the LORD, O my soul. Praise

ye the LORD” (Psalm 104:35). There will be a time when

the wicked will not be—anywhere. They will all be de-

stroyed, and they will be as though they had not been. “For

as ye have drunk upon my holy mountain, so shall all the

heathen drink continually, yea, they shall drink, and they

shall swallow down, and they shall be as though they had

not been” (Obadiah 1:16). This is the most merciful thing a

loving God could do for those who rebel against Him and

His government.

The very words of Christ speak this same truth. “And

fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the

soul: but rather fear Him which is able to destroy both soul

and body in hell” (Matthew 10:28). Christ says that hell

(Greek: Gehenna) will destroy both soul and body. There

will not be soul or body that remains burning forever and

ever. “Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father,

so also the soul of the son is mine: the soul that sinneth, it

shall die” (Ezekiel 18:4). This is not talking about the first

death that we are most acquainted with, but of the second

death, spoken of in Revelation 20.

How Complete Will be the Destruction
of the Wicked?

We need only to look at the example the Bible has given

us. “Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about

them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication,

and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example,

suffering the vengeance of eternal fire” (Jude 1:7).

If we want to know what the vengeance of eternal fire is,

then all we must do is look at Sodom and Gomorrha. These

cities were destroyed with fire out of heaven. Are they still

burning? No! Sodom and Gomorrha are examples given us

for the vengeance of eternal fire.

“And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into

ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them an

ensample unto those that after should live ungodly” (2 Peter

2:6). Sodom and Gomorrha were turned into ashes. This, as

we have already seen, is what the Bible says will become of

the wicked.

Satan, the leader of the wicked, will also be turned into

ashes. We read about this in Ezekiel 28. “Thou hast been in

Eden the garden of God;… Thou art the anointed cherub

that covereth [Lucifer]; and I have set thee so: thou wast

upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and

down in the midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast perfect in

thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity

was found in thee.… thou hast sinned: therefore I will cast

thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will de-

stroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones

of fire. Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty,

thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy bright-

ness: I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee before

kings, that they may behold thee.

“Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of

thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick; therefore

will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour

thee, and I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the

sight of all them that behold thee. All they that know thee

among the people shall be astonished at thee: thou shalt be a

terror, and never shalt thou be any more” (Ezekiel

28:13-19).

Surely if hell were to last forever and ever, Satan would

be there as well, but here we see that Satan will be de-

stroyed. God says He will burn Satan up and turn him into

ashes; never shall he be anymore. Satan will be destroyed

along with all those who have rejected God’s salvation.

Never shall they be anymore. They shall be as though they

had not been.

“And this shall be the plague wherewith the LORD will

smite all the people that have fought against Jerusalem;

Their flesh shall consume away while they stand upon their

feet, and their eyes shall consume away in their holes, and

their tongue shall consume away in their mouth” (Zecha-

riah 14:12). Here is the sad reward of the wicked: the Lord

will rain fire upon them, and they shall be burned up.

“Behold, they shall be as stubble; the fire shall burn

them; they shall not deliver themselves from the power of

the flame: there shall not be a coal to warm at, nor fire to sit

before it” (Isaiah 47:14). The fire shall burn the wicked;

they shall not be able to deliver themselves from the power

of the flame. And when it is all over, there shall not even be

a coal to warm at or a fire to sit by, because they will be

turned into ashes and burned up completely.

“And the destruction of the transgressors and of the sin-

ners shall be together, and they that forsake the LORD shall

be consumed [to come to an end, vanish, perish, be de-

stroyed*]” (Isaiah 1:28). They that forsake the LORD shall

come to an end. They shall vanish; they shall be utterly de-

stroyed.

“And your tires shall be upon your heads, and your

shoes upon your feet: ye shall not mourn nor weep; but ye

shall pine away [melt, vanish, dissolve*] for your iniqui-

ties, and mourn one toward another” (Ezekiel 24:23). The

wicked will melt or dissolve away for their iniquities.
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“In their heat I will make their feasts, and I will make

them drunken, that they may rejoice, and sleep a perpetual

sleep, and not wake, saith the LORD” (Jeremiah 51:39). The

wicked will sleep a perpetual sleep and shall not awake.

Those who die the second death will never awake again for

they shall be as though they had not been.

When Will the Wicked be Punished?
“The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of

temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judg-

ment to be punished” (2 Peter 2:9). The Lord is reserving

the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished. When

are the wicked going to be punished? Are they burning in

hell right now? The Bible says that they are reserved for the

day that they will be punished.

“Have ye not asked them that go by the way? and do ye

not know their tokens, The wicked is reserved to the day of

destruction? they shall be brought forth to the day of wrath”

(Job 21:29, 30). The wicked will be raised from the dead for

the day of their punishment. They are not being punished

right now.

“There shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the

just and unjust” (Acts 24:15). If the dead are really alive

somewhere, what reason would there be for a resurrection?

William Tyndale raised the same question.

William Tyndale, the great English Reformer, who first

translated and published the Bible in the English language,

had a written controversy, in 1530, with Thomas More,

called his Answer to Thomas More’s Dialogue. In this dia-

logue Tyndale answered Thomas More in this way, “Ye in

putting departed souls in heaven, hell, and purgatory, de-

stroy the arguments wherewith Christ and Paul prove the

resurrection.… If the souls be in heaven, tell me why they

be not in as good a case as the angels be? and then what

cause is there of a resurrection” (Works of William Tyndale,

Volume 2, pages 188, 189).

“Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in the

earth: much more the wicked and the sinner” (Proverbs

11:31). Both the righteous and the wicked will be recom-

pensed, or rewarded, in the earth. The righteous shall in-

herit the new earth, but the wicked will be burned up in this

earth first.

When do the wicked receive their punishment? “But the

rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years

were finished [the wicked are not raised from the dead until

the thousand years are finished].… Blessed and holy is he

that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second

death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of

Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years” (Revela-

tion 20:5, 6). Those who have part in the first resurrection,

the resurrection of the just, shall not suffer the second

death.

When Will the Righteous be Resurrected?

We have already seen, in Revelation 20, that it will hap-

pen before the thousand years (millennium). “For the Lord

Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the

voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the

dead in Christ shall rise first [this is the first resurrection]:

Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up to-

gether with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air:

and so shall we ever be with the Lord” (1 Thessalonians

4:16, 17).

The resurrection of the righteous takes place when the

Lord returns from heaven, which will be very soon. This

marks the beginning of the thousand years. Revelation 20:5

says that the rest of the dead, or the wicked, “lived not again

until the thousand years were finished.”

The second resurrection, the resurrection of the wicked,

will take place just after the thousand years. Now let’s read

on to see what happens. “And they went up on the breadth

of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about,

and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of

heaven, and devoured them” (Revelation 20:9). This is the

second death that was talked about in verse six. From this

death there is no coming back, for they shall be as though

they had not been.

This is when the earth shall melt with fervent heat and

be destroyed. “Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look

upon the earth beneath: for the heavens shall vanish away

like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a garment, and

they that dwell therein shall die in like manner: but my sal-

vation shall be for ever, and my righteousness shall not be

abolished” (Isaiah 51:6).

“But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night;

in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise,

and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also

and the works that are therein shall be burned up.

“Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved,

what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversa-

tion and godliness, Looking for and hasting unto the com-

ing of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire

shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent

heat? Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for

new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteous-

ness” (2 Peter 3:10-13).

After the wicked are destroyed, along with Satan, never

to come back to life again, God will make a new heaven and

a new earth. This new heaven and new earth will be all that

the Garden of Eden was and more. God has prepared many

wonderful things for His people to enjoy throughout eter-

nity. “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered

into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared

for them that love him” (1 Corinthians 2:9).
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“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first

heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was

no more sea” (Revelation 21:1). “And God shall wipe away

all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death,

neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more

pain: for the former things are passed away” (Revelation

21:4). There will not be, anywhere in God’s universe, the

slightest hint of pain or sorrow. There will not be a contin-

ual burning hell where people are tormented without end,

for the former things are passed away.

The idea that God takes pleasure in watching the wicked

burn continually is a false teaching that has caused many

people to look upon God as an unkind tyrant, even worse

than Hitler. This false doctrine has its origin with Satan,

who first said, “Ye shall not surely die.” The Bible nowhere

states that man has an immortal soul for he never ate of the

tree of life after sinning, which would have allowed him to

have eternal life.

We are becoming like the God whom we behold. If we

are beholding a God who is pleased to see the creatures

whom He has made suffer without end, then we will ac-

quire the same type of character. But this is far from the true

character of God, for the Bible clearly states, “As I live,

saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the

wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn

ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O

house of Israel?” (Ezekiel 33:11). God has no pleasure in

the death of the wicked.

Answering Some Objections
Let us now look at some of the verses that are commonly

brought out to seemingly prove that the wicked will burn

forever with no end.

“And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever

and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship

the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark

of his name” (Revelation 14:11). This is almost a direct

quote from Isaiah. “It shall not be quenched night nor day;

the smoke thereof shall go up for ever: from generation to

generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass through it for

ever and ever” (Isaiah 34:10).

These people who are tormented day and night, and their

fire shall not be quenched, are the same people talked about

in Isaiah 47:14. “Behold, they shall be as stubble; the fire

shall burn them; they shall not deliver themselves from the

power of the flame: there shall not be a coal to warm at, nor

fire to sit before it” (Isaiah 47:14). When a fire is quenched, it

is put out, either by water or by some other method. This fire

will not be quenched. It will not be deliberately put out, and

if those suffering from it would try to put it out, they could

not. The fire will consume them. But as you can see, “there

shall not be a coal to warm at” when it is all over.

The term “for ever” is used quite often in the Bible, and I

would like to share just a couple of places where it means,

“until it is finished.” “Then his master shall bring him unto

the judges; he shall also bring him to the door, or unto the

door post; and his master shall bore his ear through with an

aul; and he shall serve him for ever” (Exodus 21:6).

This verse is talking about a servant who decides to

serve his master for the rest of his life. The way the term

“for ever” is used here, certainly does not mean that there

will be no end to it, but it does mean that the servant will

serve his earthly master for the rest of the days of his life on

this earth.

Here is another example of this usage of the term “for

ever:” “But Hannah went not up; for she said unto her hus-

band, I will not go up until the child be weaned, and then I

will bring him, that he may appear before the LORD, and

there abide for ever” (1 Samuel 1:22). “Therefore also I

have lent him to the LORD; as long as he liveth he shall be

lent to the LORD. And he worshipped the LORD there”

(1 Samuel 1:28). The term “for ever” is used to mean “as

long as he liveth.”

So when the smoke of their torment goes up forever, it

goes up for as long as they live, for they shall be consumed.

This is how the term “for ever” is used in the Bible; it does

not always mean “without end.” The Bible never contra-

dicts itself. Many times it may seem to contradict itself, but

the Scriptures can be harmonized if they are searched dili-

gently without overlooking any portion on the subject and

if you have the guidance of God’s Spirit.

“Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut them

off, and cast them from thee: it is better for thee to enter into

life halt or maimed, rather than having two hands or two

feet to be cast into everlasting fire” (Matthew 18:8).

We have already seen that Sodom and Gomorrha suf-

fered the vengeance of eternal fire, or everlasting fire. What

happened to them? They were burned up with fire and

brimstone. This, then, is what everlasting fire is: it is being

burned up, and the results are everlasting, for never shall

they be alive again.

The same goes for the other verses that use “everlasting

punishment” (Matthew 25:46), “everlasting destruction”

(2 Thessalonians 1:9), “everlasting burnings” (Isaiah 33:14),

“eternal damnation” (Mark 3:29), and “eternal judgment”

(Hebrews 6:2).

“So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall

come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just, And

shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wail-

ing and gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 13:49, 50). In hell fire

there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.

“The wicked shall see it, and be grieved; he shall gnash

with his teeth, and melt away: the desire of the wicked shall

perish” (Psalm 112:10). The wicked will gnash with his

teeth and melt away, he will be destroyed.
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Their Worm Dieth Not
Another verse that is used to try to prove that the wicked

will burn forever without end, is Isaiah 66:24. “And they

shall go forth, and look upon the carcases of the men that

have transgressed against me: for their worm shall not die,

neither shall their fire be quenched; and they shall be an ab-

horring unto all flesh” (Isaiah 66:24).

Many people falsely interpret this to mean that their soul

will not die. This could not be what it is referring to because

the word of God says, “The soul that sinneth, it shall die”

(Ezekiel 18:20). Certainly the soul of the wicked will die.

Therefore the words, “their worm dieth not” could not pos-

sibly be referring to the soul.

“Drought and heat consume the snow waters: so doth

the grave those which have sinned. The womb shall forget

him; the worm shall feed sweetly on him; he shall be no

more remembered; and wickedness shall be broken as a

tree” (Job 24:19, 20). The worm is a creeping thing that

feeds upon dead bodies. The worm that dieth not is refer-

ring to worms feeding upon the wicked, not the soul of the

wicked.

“Behold, the whirlwind of the LORD goeth forth with

fury, a continuing whirlwind: it shall fall with pain upon the

head of the wicked. The fierce anger of the LORD shall not

return, until He have done it, and until He have performed

the intents of His heart: in the latter days ye shall consider

it” (Jeremiah 30:23, 24).

The fierce anger of the LORD shall not return until He

has done what He has planned. His anger will go out and

fall with great pain upon the head of the wicked, but His an-

ger will return after the wicked are destroyed. This is

known as the strange act of God. “For the LORD shall rise

up as in mount Perazim, he shall be wroth as in the valley of

Gibeon, that he may do his work, his strange work; and

bring to pass his act, his strange act” (Isaiah 28:21).

The most important aspect of our knowing what the Bi-

ble says about the destruction of the wicked in contrast to

the widely accepted theory, is that our perception of God’s

character is affected by how we perceive His actions.

Whatever view we have of God’s character is what our own

characters will be “changed into.” “But we all, with open

face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are

changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as

by the Spirit of the Lord” (2 Corinthians 3:18).

Suppose a fifteen-year-old boy gets drunk one night and

steals his father’s car and wrecks it. If the father of that boy

would torment him with fire for one week, we would say

that man is cruel. Suppose the father tormented him for one

year. Surely we would say that this punishment is far too se-

vere for the acts that were committed. Now suppose the

same young boy, did the same thing, but instead of living

through it, he died in the accident. Do you suppose God will

take that young boy and torment him for billions and bil-

lions of years? This would be downright cruel. More cruel

than the worst criminal who has ever lived.

We will be changed into our perception of God’s char-

acter. Think about it! If a young boy at the age of fifteen, af-

ter taking his father’s car for a joy ride while intoxicated,

runs into a tree and dies, would it be merciful and just to

burn him forever and ever with no end? Then another man

who has become a hardened criminal, after murdering

many people, and committing many other crimes, finally

gets shot to death. Should this man receive the same pun-

ishment as the fifteen-year-old boy? It would be quite un-

fair to the young boy if the other would receive the same

punishment. Jesus said, “And that servant, which knew his

lord’s will, and prepared not himself, neither did according

to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. But he that

knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be

beaten with few stripes” (Luke 12:47, 48).

Not only that, is it fair to torture someone for millions of

years for sins that may have taken only fifteen years to com-

mit? This surely sounds unfair to me. With this perception

of God, we see Him as unfair, and accordingly we feel justi-

fied in being unfair as well. The Scripture tells us that God

is just and merciful and He treats us better than we deserve.

“Know therefore that God exacteth of thee less than

thine iniquity deserveth” (Job 11:6). God gives us less than

our iniquities deserve. This surely would not be the case if

God would torture the wicked for millions of years.

“And after all that is come upon us for our evil deeds,

and for our great trespass, seeing that thou our God hast

punished us less than our iniquities deserve” (Ezra 9:13).

“He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us

according to our iniquities” (Psalm 103:10).

Our God is a merciful and loving God. He does not take

pleasure in the death of the wicked; but is great in mercy.

God does the best thing He can do for the wicked who have

determined to reject His free gift of salvation. He allows

them to be as though they had not been. True, some will

suffer more than others, and some will suffer longer than

others, but they will all have an end. God “will render to ev-

ery man according to his deeds” (Romans 2:6).

I encourage each one of you to study everything out in

the Bible, so you can know for sure what God says about

any subject. “Prove all things; hold fast that which is good”

(1 Thessalonians 5:21). Let us be like the noble Bereans

who “received the word with all readiness of mind, and

searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were

so” (Acts 17:11). Do not accept my words, or any other

man’s words as the final authority for what the Bible

teaches on a subject, but go directly to the source of all

truth. Jesus said, “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy

word is truth” (John 17:17). ?
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Something for the Young at Heart
This month we are continuing a series of crossword Bible studies based on a Bible Lesson written by Lynnford Beachy,

entitled, “God’s Love on Trial,” based on the book by the same title. In order to maintain the flow of the study, this crossword
puzzle is not split into Across and Down sections—Across or Down is indicated at the end of each line.

The Only Begotten Son of God (Lesson 6)

Note: God’s love was manifested by
Him sending His only begotten Son into
the world (1 John 4:9). John told us that
we must believe this so that our love
can be made perfect (1 John 4:16, 17)
and so that we can overcome the world
(1 John 5:5). This is true because un-
derstanding Christ’s relationship to His
Father enables us to appreciate the
value of God’s gift when He gave His
Son to die for our sins.
Ø Jesus said He is the only ____ Son

of God. John 3:18—7 Down
Ø Jesus said He ____ forth from God.

John 8:42—9 Across
Note: The Greek word, exercomai,
that was translated, “proceeded forth”
can also mean, “to come forth from
physically, arise from, to be born of”
(Thayer’s Greek Dictionary).
Ø Jesus said that His disciples be-

lieved that He ___ ___ from God.
John 16:27 (2 words)—13 Across
Ø The disciples said they believed that

Christ ____ forth from God. John
16:30—4 Down

Ø Jesus said that His disciples have
known ____ that He came out from
God. John 17:8—6 Down

Note: In the above four passages, the
same Greek word, exercomai, was
used and translated “proceeded forth,”
“came out,” “came forth,” or “camest
forth.” In these texts Jesus mentioned
that He “came out” of God, and then He
used a different word to say that He
was sent into the world.
Ø Jesus said that He was ____ to be a

king. John 18:37—8 Across
ØGod ____ His only begotten Son into

the world. 1 John 4:9—18 Down
Note: This indicates that God had a
Son prior to sending Him into the world.
Ø In Proverbs we are asked what is the

Creator’s Son’s ____. Proverbs
30:4—3 Down
ØWho was speaking in Proverbs 8?

Proverbs 8:1—15 Across
Note: The speaker in this chapter has a
mouth and can speak (Proverbs 8:8),
and is able to love people (Proverbs
8:17). This would indicate that “Wisdom”

in this passage is more than just intel-
lectual knowledge in someone’s mind.

Ø ____ is the wisdom of God. 1 Corin-
thians 1:24—5 Down

Note: “Wisdom” is said to “put forth her
voice” (Proverbs 8:1). This does not
mean that “Wisdom” is a female per-
son. In Hebrew, as well as in many
other languages (Spanish, Greek, Ger-
man, Portuguese, Italian, etc.), nouns
have gender assigned to them regard-
less of whether the person or thing is
masculine, feminine or neuter. For ex-
ample, Luke wrote, “And this shall be a
sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe
[neuter in Greek] wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger [feminine in
Greek]” (Luke 2:12). We know that the
baby was a male person, and that the
manger was neuter, yet if we depended
upon the gender of nouns and pro-
nouns to tell us the actual gender of
these things, we would be mistaken.

ØChrist was ___ ___ before the hills.
Proverbs 8:24, 25 (2 words)—
11 Across

Note: Here are some other translations
of these texts:

“Even before he made the depths;
before the fountains of water came
forth: before the mountains were set-
tled, and before all hills, he begets me”
(An English translation of the Greek
Septuagint).

“When there was no deep I was
given birth, when there were no foun-
tains flowing with water. Before the
mountains were put in their places, be-
fore the hills was my birth” (Bible in Ba-
sic English).

“When there were no oceans, I was
given birth, when there were no springs
abounding with water; before the
mountains were settled in place, before
the hills, I was given birth” (New Inter-
national Version).

ØChrist was daily His Father’s ____.
Proverbs 8:30—1 Down

Ø If we find Wisdom, we have found
____. Proverbs 8:35—17 Across

Ø If we have the ____ we have life.
1 John 5:12—12 Across

Page 8 Study to show thyself approved unto God April 2009

Present Truth

Answers will be printed on the last page of next month’s issue



www.presenttruth.info Study to show thyself approved unto God Page 9

Note: Jesus was speaking of Himself
in Proverbs chapter 8, telling us when
He was brought forth, or begotten, and
describing His close relationship with
His Father.
ØChrist is the ____ of every creature.

Colossians 1:15—16 Across
Note: Some have wrongly concluded
from this verse that Christ is a creature.
However, if they would just read the
next verse they would discover that this
is an impossible conclusion. The next
verse says, “by Him were all things cre-
ated” (v. 16). John wrote, “All things
were made by him; and without him
was not any thing made that was
made” (John 1:3). Everything that was
ever created was created by Him.
Therefore, Christ is excluded from be-
ing part of creation. Christ could not
possibly have created Himself! He was
begotten by God, not created.

ØChrist is the ____ of the invisible
God. Colossians 1:15—19 Across
ØChrist is the ___ ___ of His Father’s

person. Hebrews 1:3 (2 words)—
10 Down

Note: An image is a likeness of the
original. An image is never the origi-
nal! Christ is the image of His Father,
but His Father is not the image of
Christ.
Ø The ____ was brought into the world.

Hebrews 1:6—2 Down
Ø To overcome the ____ we must be-

lieve that Jesus is the Son of God.
1 John 5:5—14 Across

Note: The Bible refers to Christ as
God’s Son at least 120 times. The Bi-
ble does this by using the phrase “Son
of God” forty-seven times. Regarding
the genuineness of Christ’s Sonship,
He is called “the only begotten” five
times, “the firstborn” three times, “the

firstbegotten” once, and God’s “holy
child” twice. Four verses say He was
“begotten” prior to His incarnation.
Four verses say that He “proceeded
forth from,” “came out from” or
“camest forth from” the Father. The
evidence on this subject is overwhelm-
ing.

According to the Bible, Jesus Christ
was begotten, which literally means
born, before anything was cre-
ated—long before God sent Him into
the world. How He was begotten is not
for us to know, but God wants us to re-
alize that He and His Son have a close,
genuine, father-son relationship that is
not just a role or an act.

I pray that God’s love in giving His
Son to die for you will touch your heart
so deeply that you completely surren-
der your life to Him. ?

Present Truth

The National Sunday Law (Part 5) by Alonzo T. Jones

(The following is a portion of an argu-
ment of Alonzo T. Jones before The
United States Senate, December 13,
1888, opposing the Blair Bill promoting
a Sunday law. Editor)

Senator Blair: Have you ever heard
of a proposition’s being made in any
legislative body to compel any one to at-
tend church on Sunday?

Mr. Jones: The propositions that are
made are for that very purpose, to stop
the Sunday trains, the Sunday newspa-
pers, — in short, to stop all work on
Sunday, so that the people can go to
church.

Senator Blair: But these people
come here and say that they have no
such purpose, and they have been do-
ing these things in the States for a hun-
dred years, and during the Colonial
period anterior to that time. Have you
ever heard on the American continent,
within the territory of what is now the
United States, a proposition or a sug-
gestion in a legislative body to compel
anybody to attend church?

Mr. Jones: Not in legislative body,
but in ecclesiastical bodies.

Senator Blair: Ecclesiastical bodies
do not make the laws. Congress is not
an ecclesiastical body.

Mr. Jones: But it is an ecclesiastical
body that is seeking to secure and en-
force this law, just as the New England
theocracy did when “absence from ‘the
ministry of the word’ was punished by a
fine;” and then when people were com-
pelled under such penalty to go to
church and listen to the preaching, it
was such preaching as, said one of the
victims, “was meat to be digested, but
only by the heart or stomacke of an os-
trich.”

Nor was this confined to Colonial
times or to New England; for after the
Colonies became States, North
Carolina had a Sunday law, — has yet,
for aught I know, — reading as follows:

“Be it enacted… that all and every
person or persons shall on the Lord’s
day, commonly called Sunday, carefully
apply themselves to the duties of reli-
gion and piety.”

In 1803, Tennessee passed a law
embodying the same words. But South
Carolina and Georgia went farther than
this; South Carolina enacted that:

“All and every person whatsoever,
shall, on every Lord’s day, apply them-
selves to the observation of the same,
by exercising themselves thereon in the
duties of piety and true religion, publicly
and privately; and having no reasonable
or lawful excuse, on every Lord’s day

shall resort to their parish church, or
some other parish church, or some
meeting or assembly of religious wor-
ship.”

In 1803, Georgia likewise enacted a
Sunday law whose first section required
all persons to attend public worship. In
1821, the State of Connecticut, in revis-
ing its laws, made its Sunday law read in
the first section, that:

“It shall be the duty of the citizens of
this State to attend the public worship of
God on the Lord’s day.”

This is precisely the line of things pro-
posed by these men and women now
working for this Sunday law. This is the
first step in that direction. The whole ob-
ject which they have in view in stopping
work on Sunday, is identical with that of
the fourth century; namely, in order that
the people may be devoted, in order
that they may go to church. The very in-
tention of these men in securing the law
is religious.

I will refer you to some of the state-
ments of the very men who stood in this
room this forenoon, arguing for this
Sunday bill. Dr. W. W. Everts, of Chi-
cago, in a Sunday-law convention in Illi-
nois, Nov. 8, 1887, declared Sunday to
be the “test of all religion.” Taking his
own words, what can the enforcement of
it ever be but the enforcement of a



religious test? Dr. Crafts, who is so
prominent in this work, said to the
Knights of Labor at Indianapolis, as I
have before quoted, and he repeated it
in this city last night, “If you take religion
out of the day, you take the rest out of it.”
This statement was made in reply to a
question as to whether a day of rest
could not be secured to the working-men
without reference to religion. Taking the
statement of Dr. Crafts, therefore, its be-
ing a day of rest to anybody depends al-
together upon whether religion is in it; for
if you take religion out, you take the rest
out. He, with these others, demands a
law compelling the people to take the
rest. Religion being in the rest, and the
rest wholly dependent upon the fact that
religion is in it, it is inevitable that their ef-
fort to secure a law compelling every-
body to rest on Sunday is an effort to
establish by law a religious observance.

Again: in the Boston Monday lecture-
ship of 1887, Joseph Cook said,

“The experience of centuries shows
that you will in vain endeavor to pre-
serve Sunday as a day of rest, unless
you preserve it as a day of worship.”

Further: Dr. Everts said in the Elgin
convention:

“The laboring class are apt to rise late
on Sunday morning, read the Sunday
papers, and allow the hour of worship to
go by unheeded.”

And in Chicago only three weeks ago,
Dr. Herrick Johnson named the matter
with which he said the Sunday papers
are filled — crime, scandal, gossip,
news, and politics — and exclaimed:

“What a melange! what a dish to set
down before a man before breakfast
and after breakfast, to prepare him for
hearing the word of God! It makes it
twice as hard to reach those who go to
the sanctuary, and it keeps many away
from the house of worship altogether.”

Dr. Everts said further in the Elgin
convention:

“The Sunday train is another great
evil. They cannot afford to run a train un-
less they get a great many passengers,
and so break up a great many congre-
gations. The Sunday railroad trains are
hurrying their passengers fast on to per-
dition. What an outrage that the railroad,
that great civilizer, should destroy the
Christian Sabbath!”

I will give one more statement which
sums up the whole matter. In a
Sunday-law mass-meeting held in

Hamilton Hall, Oakland, Cal., in January,
1887, Rev. Dr. Briggs, of Napa, Cal.,
said to the State:

“You relegate moral instruction to the
church, and then let all go as they
please on Sunday, so that we cannot
get at them.”

Therefore they want the State to cor-
ral all the people on Sunday, so that the
preachers can get at them.

These statements might be multiplied
indefinitely; but these are enough. The
speeches, and the sermons, and the
work, of those who are in favor of the
Sunday laws, are all in the same line.
They all plainly show that the secret and
real object of the whole Sunday-law
movement is to get the people to go to
church. The Sunday train must be
stopped, because church members ride
on it, and don’t go to church enough. The
Sunday paper must be abolished, be-
cause the people read it instead of going
to church, and because those who read
it and go to church too, are not so well
prepared to receive the preaching.

It was precisely the same way in the
fourth century concerning the Sunday
circus and theater. The people, even
the church members, would go to these
instead of to church; and even if they
went to both, it must be confessed that
the Roman circus or theater was not a
very excellent dish — “What a
melange!” — to set down before a man
to prepare him for hearing the word of
God. The Sunday circus and theater
could not afford to keep open unless
they could get a great many spectators,
and so break up a great many congre-
gations; and as they hurried the specta-
tors fast on to perdition, they had to be
shut on Sunday, so as to keep “ a great
many congregations” out of perdition. It
is exceedingly difficult to see how a
Sunday circus in the fourth century
could hurry to perdition any one who did
not attend it; or how a Sunday train in
the nineteenth century can hurry to per-
dition any one who does not ride on it.
And if any are hurried to perdition by this
means, who is to blame: the Sunday
train, or the ones who ride on it? And Dr.
Johnson’s complaint of the Sunday pa-
pers, is of the same flimsy piece. If the
Sunday paper gets into a man’s house,
where lies the blame; upon the paper, or
upon the one who takes it and reads it?
Right here lies the secret of the whole
evil now, as it did in the fourth century:

they blame everybody and everything
else, even to inanimate things, for the
irreligion, the infidelity, and the sin that
lie in their own hearts.

When they shall have stopped all
Sunday works; and all Sunday papers,
and all Sunday trains, in order that the
people may go to church and attend to
things divine, suppose that then the
people fail to go to church or attend to
things divine: will the religio-political
managers stop there? Having done all
this that the people may be devoted, will
they suffer their good intentions to be
frustrated, or their good offices to be de-
spised? Will not these now take the next
logical step, — the step that was taken
in the fourth century, — and compel
men to attend to things divine? Having
taken all the steps but this, will they not
take this? Having compelled men to
rest, will they stop short of an effort to
supply the religious sanctions which
alone can prevent a day of enforced rest
from being a day of enforced idleness,
and consequently of wickedness? The
probability that they will not is strength-
ened by the fact that the theory upon
which this is carried on is identical with
that of the fourth century — the theory of
a theocracy.

To be Continued…

(This article was taken from pages
80-85 of the book entitled, The National
Sunday Law, by Alonzo T. Jones.
Some editing was done for this publica-
tion. Editor)
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Bi-Focal Points
by Jeanne Renee Pendley

Writhing, seething
Angry, fearful
Waiting for His soon return.
Peeking, glaring
Hiding, careful
Always seeking,

not willing to learn.

Hugging, smiling
Patient, joyful
Waiting for His soon return.
Singing, beaming
Praising, peaceful
Always seeking

His will to learn.
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The Gospel in Creation (Part 3)
by Ellet J. Waggoner

Continued from last month…
THE CREATIVE WORD: Having

seen that Christ the word, is the Cre-
ator of all things, and that He redeems
by His creative power, let us now learn
what the Bible says as to how He cre-
ated. Here is the answer: “By the word
of the Lord were the heavens made;
and all the host of them by the breath of
His mouth. He gathereth the waters of
the sea together as an heap: He layeth
up the depth in storehouses. Let all the
earth fear the Lord: let all the inhabit-
ants of the world stand in awe of Him.
For He spake, and it was done; He
commanded, and it stood fast” (Psalm
33:6-9). It is very simple, and most
wonderful because of its very simplic-
ity. Well may we all exclaim, “What a
word is this!”

“Through faith we understand that
the worlds were framed by the word of
God, so that things which are seen
were not made of things which do ap-
pear” (Hebrews 11:3). How do we
know how the worlds were made? By
faith. Faith gives knowledge. That is its
special work. Knowledge gained by
faith is not vague and uncertain, but is
the most absolutely certain of any
knowledge. In fact, there is no real
knowledge that does not spring from
faith. Knowledge that comes in any
other way is speculation. The unbeliev-
ing soul regards faith as folly, but the
faithful soul knows that faith makes for
it a solid foundation. Whoever will be-
lieve may know.

The knowledge of the alphabet is
one of the most common things in the
world. It lies at the very foundation of all
learning. No one ridicules the child for
saying that he knows the letters of the
alphabet, and for declaring most posi-
tively, in spite of all contradiction, that
“A” is “A.” And yet he knows that only by
faith. He has never investigated the
subject for himself; he has accepted
the statement of his teacher. The
teacher himself had to learn the alpha-
bet in the same way—by faith. It was
not demonstrated to him that “A” is “A.”
It could not have been. If he had re-
fused to believe the fact till it was

demonstrated to him, he never would
have learned to read. He had to accept
the fact by faith, and then it would prove
itself true under every circumstance.
There is nothing of which people are
more absolutely sure than they are of
the letters of the alphabet, and there is
nothing for which they are more abso-
lutely dependent on than faith.

Now, just as the child learns the al-
phabet, so we learn the truths of God.
Whoever receives the kingdom of
heaven must receive it as a little child.
By faith we learn to know Jesus Christ,
who is the Alpha and the Omega—the
entire alphabet of God. He who be-
lieves the simple statement of the
Bible, concerning creation, may know
for a certainty that God did create the
heaven and the earth by the power of
His word. The fact that some unbe-
liever doubts this, and thinks that it is
foolish, does not shake his knowledge,
nor prove that he does not know it, any
more than our knowledge of the alpha-
bet is shaken or disproved by some
other person’s ignorance of it.

“By the word of the Lord were the
heavens made; and all the host of them
by the breath of His mouth.” In the Cen-
tury Magazine of May, 1891, there was
a very interesting description of the
production of voice-figures. The article
was entitled “Visible Sound.” Mrs.
Watts Hughes had employed a simple
device to test the intensities of vocal
sounds. It was an elastic membrane
stretched over the mouth of a receiver,
into which receiver the voice was intro-
duced by means of a wide-mouthed
tube. On this membrane sand or a fine
powder was sprinkled. It was found that
upon singing into the tube the powder
was gently agitated by the vibrations of
the membrane, which vibrations corre-
sponded to those of the voice, differing
according to the pitch and intensity of
the sound. This, of course, is what
might be expected. But the wonder was
that in every instance the agitation pro-
duced the shape of some plant or
flower, or even of some of the lower
forms of animal life. Something similar
to this may be seen when one breathes

upon the window pane in frosty
weather.

It was found that when the powder
was dry, it would not retain the form af-
ter the vibration of the voice ceased. So
the expedient was adopted of slightly
moistening it, when the various shapes
could be retained and photographed.…
[Waggoner here refers to a picture of
the voice forms.]

This shows that the breath, as it
comes from the lungs has the shape of
living things, and to the singer sug-
gested a thought which she thus ex-
presses:

“Closing now my brief sketch of
these voice-figures, as I have observed
them, I would add that my experiments
have been made as a vocalist, using
my own voice as the instrument of in-
vestigation; and I must leave it for oth-
ers more acquainted with natural
science to adjust the accordance of
these appearances with facts and laws
already known. Yet, passing from one
stage to another of these inquiries,
question after question has presented
itself to me, until I have continually felt
myself standing before mystery, in great
part hidden, although some glimpses
seem revealed. And I must say, be-
sides, that as day by day I have gone
on singing into shape these peculiar
forms, and, stepping out of doors, have
seen their parallels living in the flowers,
ferns and trees around me; and, again,
as I have watched the little heaps in the
formation of the floral figures gather
themselves up, and then shoot out their
petals, just as a flower springs from the
swollen bud—the hope has come to
me that these humble experiments
may afford some suggestions in regard
to Nature’s production of her own
beautiful forms, and may thereby aid, in
some slight degree, the revelation of
yet another link in the great chain of the
organized universe that, we are told in
Holy Writ, took its shape at the voice of
God.”

This is not given as an example of
how the Lord spoke the earth into exis-
tence in the beginning, for we cannot
know how He did it, but it will serve to
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help us to grasp the fact. Man is made in the image of God,
but he has no creative power. In his breath there can be only
the forms of living things; but in the breath of God there are
not only the forms, but the very living things themselves, for
He is the living God, and with Him is “the fountain of life.”
When He speaks, the word which names the thing, contains
the very thing itself. Whatever the word describes exists in
living form in that word.

This is indicated by the words of the apostle Paul con-
cerning God that He “calleth those things which be not as
though they were.” This is an attribute of Divinity alone. If a
man calls a thing that is not, as though it were, it is a lie. But
God does so, and He cannot lie. How is this? Simply be-
cause that when He calls a thing by name, or says that a
thing will be, it already exists, even though it cannot be
seen. The thing is in His word. When He names a thing that
previously had no existence, that instant the thing will be,
then it is as sure as though it had already appeared, be-
cause it does really exist in the word that has been spoken.
It is for this reason that so much of prophecy is in the perfect
tense, as though already accomplished. So when the
worlds were to be brought into existence, God spoke, and
there they were. They were formed by the breath of His
mouth.

To be Continued…

(This article was taken from pages 17-26 of the book enti-
tled, The Gospel in Creation, by Ellet J. Waggoner. Editor)
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