Present Crulh,

2 Peter 172

Dear Readers, August 2006

“Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord.” (2 Peter 1:2) Grace
and peace certainly are multiplied by knowing God and His Son Jesus Christ, and realizing that they are not part of a
trinity. For a clearer knowledge of God, please request our book entitled, God s Love on Trial. I want to thank each of you
who have been praying for my wife, Kendra. She has developed a strong reaction to household mold, but when she stays
away from it she does quite well. She is doing better. Praise the Lord for that! Please continue to pray for her health.

Important Notices: If you have tried to send Lynnford Beachy an e-mail using the address berean@smyrna.org
between March 12 and July 19, 2006, he did not receive it. Please send these e-mails again using his primary e-mail
address, berean@presenttruth.info. We apologize for any inconvenience this has caused you. African Bible Project:
Many people in Africa do not have Bibles. In response to this need some have begun sending us donations to enable us to
get more Bibles for some of our African brethren. If you would like to help, contact us and ask for Ruth Ranieri.

The Power of the Word

by Lynnford Beachy

(The following study is an edited transcript of a sermon |
preached at the Smyrna chapel in 2004. Editor)

For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven,
and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and
maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the
sower, and bread to the eater: So shall my word be that
goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me
void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. (Isaiah 55:10, 11)

Isn’t that a good promise? Here it says that just like rain
comes down from heaven and waters the earth, so shall His
word be. What happens if no rain comes down? A drought,
and the land becomes a desert. I understand the Sahara
Desert is growing at a fairly rapid rate. The lack of rain is
spreading so it turns paradise into a desert. So, rain is very
important. We can see its effects. Here in West Virginia, if
you look outside and go down the road, you see that the
hills are covered with greenery. What is that evidence of?
What does that tell you? It’s been raining, right? The fur-
ther I go toward the western part of the United States the
greenery gets less abundant, and pretty soon it is almost
gone. There is just brown grass and cactuses. You can tell
where the rain has been because the more rain there is the
more abundant the greenery is, and plants flourish.

The Bible says that this is how God’s word is. He says,
“So shall my word be that goeth out of my mouth.” When
His word comes into our lives it does the same thing, it has

the same effect, it causes us to grow and be fruitful. So,
when there is a little rain there is little growth but when
there is a lot of rain there is a lot of growth, a lot of green-
ery and good things; fruit in our lives. Here in West Vir-
ginia we can plant a tomato plant and walk away. You
have to weed it but you don’t have to water it at all. If you
go out West you are going to have to be watering it almost
every day to get it to produce anything. We can see what
rain does, how important it is. The Bible says this is how
important the word of God is in a spiritual sense. The more
of the word of God we have, the more we are going to
prosper and flourish. We will be joyful and have the rest of
the fruit of the Spirit. (See Galatians 5:22, 23.)

Very soon there will be a famine in this land. “Behold,
the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a fam-
ine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water,
but of hearing the words of the LORD: And they shall wan-
der from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east,
they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, and
shall not find it.” (Amos 8:11, 12) We must take advantage

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE:
Upcoming Meetings in Your Area ......... page 3
The Consecrated Way (Part5) ............ page 6
by Alonzo T. Jones




J/[ )F es Glli an li/;

of the freedom we have now to read the Bible and prepare
for a time when it will not be so easily done.

I want us to notice something more In Isaiah 55:11.
God said, “So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my
mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accom-
plish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing
whereto [ sent it.” What accomplishes what God pleases?
His word! Can you accomplish what God pleases? No!

The Bible says, “Through faith we understand that the
worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things
which are seen were not made of things which do appear.”
(Hebrews 11:3) Faith is trusting in the word of God. By
faith we believe that God created the heaven and the earth
by His word. Continuing we read, “Without faith it is im-
possible to please him: for he that cometh to God must be-
lieve that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek him.” (Hebrews 11:6) Did you catch that?
It says without faith it is impossible to please Him. That
tells us that we cannot do it on our own. Faith is depending
upon God’s word to do what it says. God says His word
shall accomplish that which He pleases. So, it’s not us who
accomplish what God pleases but it is God’s word in us
that accomplishes it. That is why it is impossible to do
what God pleases without faith—because faith is what al-
lows the word of God into our lives to do the work. So,
when we read the word of God we are not to say, “I must
do this, I must do that, I will do it.” That is not the way we
are to come to God’s word. Instead, we are supposed to
come to His word and say let God’s word do that in me in-
stead of me doing it. Let God do what He says. Do you see
the difference? Instead of me doing what God says [ must
let God do what He says in me and for me.

Let the word in

The Bible says, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one an-
other in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
with grace in your hearts to the Lord.” (Colossians 3:16)
We must let the word of Christ dwell in us richly, or abun-
dantly. In other words, let the rain come down in torrents,
in showers; let lots of rain come down. Why would we
want Christ’s word to dwell in us? What will happen if we
do? It will sanctify us, it will cleanse us. There are a lot of
things it will do, but most importantly it will accomplish
what God pleases in us. It’s not us who are going to do it,
but Him. The more richly you let His word in the more
richly and abundantly you’re going to do what pleases
God. Because it is Him working in you, it is His word. So,
what does He tell you to do? He doesn’t say just read the
word and do it. He says read the word, study the word, let
it inside of you. Let it come in and it will accomplish what
He pleases. That’s what He tells us to do, let that word in.
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The Bible says, “For this cause also thank we God
without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of
God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of
men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectu-
ally worketh also in you that believe.” (1 Thessalonians
2:13) So what does the word of God do when we let it in?
It works! Who does the work? It’s God’s work, it’s God’s
word doing the work in us, not us who are to do the work.
But what if we do the work? What good does that do? The
Bible says all of our righteousness, all of our good works,
are as filthy rags. And what do you do with a filthy rag?
You just have to get rid of it and get a clean rag because a
filthy rag isn’t worth anything. That’s what the Bible says
about our righteousness. If you are doing it on your own
then the Bible says it is filthy rags. The Bible even talks
about people who don’t have love. It says they give all
their money to feed the poor, it says they even give their
bodies to be burned, but if they have not love it profits
them nothing. (1 Corinthians 13:3) In other words, they
are doing it on their own. They are not letting God do it in
them. That’s just like filthy rags, it’s not worth anything.

The word of men or the word of God

The Bible says that when you receive the word, you
must receive it not as the word of men but as it is in truth,
the word of God. Now, what is the difference between the
word of men and the word of God? I may say something
that is very easy to accomplish, like I could say about a
pen. “This pen is going to move over to my desk.” You can
watch it all day and my word is not going to have any af-
fect upon that pen, is it? The pen is going to stay where it
is. I can express the easiest thing to perform but I always
have to do something in addition to my word to get it done.
I have to use my force to pick it up. Is that the way God’s
word is? If God says this pen is going to move over to my
desk, what happens? It moves! If I say that a white chair is
green, what would happen? I could call it green all day
long but it wouldn’t make it green. I would have to get
some paint out and paint it green before it would become
green. But that’s not the way God’s word is. If God says
that a white chair is green what happens? It becomes green
immediately. That’s the way God’s word is; God’s word is
powerful. “Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is quick
[living], and powerful.” (Hebrews 4:12) He said that His
word will accomplish what He pleases. All He has to do is
speak the word and immediately whatever that word says
becomes so. That’s why the Bible says it is “impossible for
God to lie.” (Hebrews 6:18)

What is a lie? A lie is saying something that is not so. If
I say that a white chair is green, ’'m telling a lie. Butif God
says it’s green, what happens? It’s not a lie because as
soon as He says it, it becomes green. Because His word is
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powerful and that’s the way His word is. When He said let
there be light what happened? There was light. He didn’t
have to go and manufacture it; all He had to do was speak
the word and light appeared. When He said let the earth
bring forth green trees and grass what happened? Immedi-
ately the grass came forth, the grass was there. All He had
to do was speak the word and it immediately happened.
We need to realize that faith is depending upon God’s
word to do what it says. He says, “My word will accom-
plish what I please.” He doesn’t have to speak the word
and then go and do it. All He has to do is speak the word
and His word has the power in it to do what that word says.
The Bible says the word of God is living and powerful,
and His word is able to do what it says.

The Bible says, “Whereunto I also labour, striving ac-
cording to his working, which worketh in me mightily.”
(Colossians 1:29) How does that work? How does it get
accomplished in him? By letting the word of Christ dwell
in him. Let God’s word come in and then what will hap-
pen? It will begin to work. It will begin to accomplish what
God pleases; His word is able to do this.

The Bible says, “For it is God which worketh in you
both to will and to do of his good pleasure.” (Philippians
2:13) So, God is the One who works His good pleasure in
us. Back to that question I asked earlier: Is it possible for
you to please God on your own? It’s impossible! No mat-
ter what, you can’t do it, because no matter how hard you
try your righteousness is as filthy rags. It’s only God who
can do the work in you to please Him; it’s not you who
does it. It’s His word. So our job is to let the word in to do
the work. Now the biggest problem with God’s word do-
ing any work in us, is us getting in the way and not letting
it have its free course. You need to let God’s word in to do
the work.

Creation

The Bible says, “By the word of the LORD were the
heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of his
mouth.” (Psalms 33:6) So, how were the heavens made?
By the word. All God had to do was speak and it was. Look
at what it says in verse 9, “For he spake, and it was done;
he commanded, and it stood fast.” So all God did was
speak and it was. That’s the way it was then, and it’s the
same way in us today. God speaks and it’s done. For ex-
ample, when [ first gave my life to the Lord [ was very ig-
norant about what it meant to follow God. I didn’t know
what [ was supposed to do. I didn’t know how to pray.
There were a lot of things [ was ignorant about, but one
thing that helped me more than anything was when my dad
told me to ask God to give me a new heart. He showed me
where David asked God, “Create in me a clean heart.”
(Psalm 51:10) God creates a clean heart in us by His word.
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That’s how God creates things. The very same way that
God created the world, He creates in us a clean heart, He
creates righteousness. The only way He creates anything
good in us is by His word. He speaks and it is so.

My dad encouraged me to ask God to create in me a
clean heart. He told me, “When you ask for a new heart
you are not going to feel God giving you a heart transplant.
You’re not going to feel something going on inside.” He
said, “What you have to do is believe that He did it.”

God promised, “Then will I sprinkle clean water upon
you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and
from all your idols, will I cleanse you. A new heart also
will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I
will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will
give you an heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit within
you, and cause you to walk in my statutes.” (Ezekiel
36:25-27) Who is doing the work? It’s God doing it. It
doesn’t say that you are going to do it. He is going to do it
Himself. God is the One who causes us to walk in His
ways. He promises to give you a new heart. He says [ am
going to do this.

Whose job is it to give you a new heart, to change your
heart, to change your thoughts and your mind? It’s God’s

Upcoming Meetings in
Your Area

Here is the currently-planned itinerary for Lynnford

Beachy during the rest of 2006:

July 31-Aug. 6. . . . Germany Camp Meeting, contact us
here at Smyrna. (Allen Stump will
be speaking and visiting Europe in-
stead of Lynnford Beachy)

August 7-20. . . . .. Romania, Hungary and Poland
Visit, contact us here at Smyrna.

September 1-4. . . . Eastern Pennsylvania Spanish/
Portuguese Camp Meeting, contact
Pascual Flores, 347-232-4151 or
718-453-3550.

Nov. or Dec. .. ... Southern California Camp Meeting,
contact us here at Smyrna.

Note: The camp meeting in Southern California is tenta-
tively planned for this fall, but dates have not been final-
ized. More meetings are being planned for September-
December. Between these meetings we will be available to
visit people in their homes and to have additional meetings.
Check upcoming issues of Present Truth (available on our
website) to keep informed about these meetings and others
in your area. Please contact us if you would like to host
meetings in your area. 25
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job, all we have to do is let Him do it. David pleaded, “Cre-
ate in me a clean heart.” God promises to do it. My dad
asked me to trust that God will give me a new heart be-
cause He promised. God can’t lie! He’s not going to prom-
ise you something and then back out at the last minute and
say, “Oh I can’t do that.” That’s not the way God is, God
doesn’t lie to us. He says, “I’'m going to give you a new
heart,” and then you ask for a new heart, and He is faithful
and just to forgive us of our sins, and to give us a new
heart. My dad told me to trust that God had given me a new
heart even though I would not immediately feel anything
different. He said, “Just continue to trust that God did what
He said He would do, and thank Him because He has done
it. You won’t notice it immediately but very soon you will
notice there has been a change. After a few days you’ll see
the evidence in your life that God has given you a new
heart.” So, that’s what I did. I trusted God to do what He
promised. After a few days I noticed that something had
taken place, that God had given me a new heart. I noticed
that I responded differently when temptations came my
way.

It’s all based on faith in His word. It is His word that
did it. It wasn’t me. I didn’t give myself a new heart. It was
God who did it. All I did was trust in His word. I let the
word in. The Bible says God’s word is going to do it. I just
let that word in, expecting it to do what it says.

Faith in the promises

Let’s look at 2 Peter 1:4. It says, “Whereby are given
unto us exceeding great and precious promises.” These
promises are exceeding great. They are not just great, they
are exceeding great and they are precious. They mean
more to us than life itself. That’s why Jeremiah could say,
“Thy words were found and I did eat them” (Jeremiah
15:16), and Job said, “I have esteemed the words of his
mouth more than my necessary food.” (Job 23:12) In es-
sence he was saying, “I would rather have your word than
my next meal.” That’s the way Job was, and that’s the way
we need to be with His word. That’s how precious it is.
That’s how precious His promises are.

It says, “Whereby are given unto us exceeding great
and precious promises, that by these...” By what? By
these promises “you might be partakers of the divine na-
ture.” How are you partakers of the divine nature? By His
promises! What is the divine nature? The Spirit of Christ!
When He is in us we are partaking of the divine nature.
And how do we get that? By faith in the promises. Do His
promises do us any good if we don’t believe them? No!

And then it says, “having escaped the corruption that is
in the world through lust.” We can escape the corruption
that is in the world through lust. We don’t have to yield to
temptation. There is always a way of escape. “God is
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faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that
ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to
escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” (1 Corinthians
10:13) With every temptation that comes to you, there is a
way of escape. And what is that escape? Faith in the word
of God. Isn’t that how Jesus overcame when He was
tempted in the wilderness? You notice over and over again
He kept saying, “It is written,” “It is written.” He would
quote scripture to the devil; quote promises. And we can
overcome the same way, can’t we? By faith in the word of
God. This word of God has to be living and powerful in us,
and it will be if we believe it. If we believe that word it will
have that effect in us. It will “effectually work... in you
that believe.”

“Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let
us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” (2 Corinthi-
ans 7:1) These promises are given to us for a purpose, that
we might use them to overcome sin in our lives and contin-
ually advance in our Christian experience.

Living words

The Apostle Peter said that we are “Born again, not of
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God,
which liveth and abideth for ever.” (1 Peter 1:23) Being
born again is receiving a new heart. We are born again by
the word of God. The only way we can be born again is by
trusting in His word to do what it says. Look what it says
next, “Which liveth and abideth forever.” I know it’s
strange to think of God’s word as living. How can God’s
word be alive when we see it here on the page? We need to
realize and receive God’s word as living and powerful, as
it is. Now, look what it says in verse 24, “For all flesh is as
grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The
grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away.” But
God’s word doesn’t do that. It lives and abides forever.
Now look at verse 25, “But the word of the Lord endureth
for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is
preached unto you.” Did you catch that? The very same
word that created the heaven and the earth, the word that
lives and abides forever, the word that is full of power, Pe-
ter says, “This is the word that by the gospel is preached
unto you.” The very same word that created the heaven
and the earth, the very same word that said “Let there be
light,” and there was light, is the same word that is
preached to you through the gospel.

So, when God says, “I will create in you a clean heart,”
then that is the very same word that created the heaven and
the earth and it can, and will, do what God pleases in us if
we just let it in. We must say, “Okay, Lord, you said it and
I’'m going to take you at your word.” God loves when His
people do that. That is what He wants us to do.
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Remember what it said in Isaiah 55:11. That was the
verse we started with. It says, “So shall my word be that
goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me
void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it
shall prosper in the thing whereto / sent it.”” So, wherever
God sends His word something happens. What He pleases
gets accomplished. Now, look what it says in Acts 13:26.
It says, “Men and brethren, children of the stock of Abra-
ham, and whosoever among you feareth God, to you is the
word of this salvation sent.” Isn’t that beautiful! It says
that this word is sent to you. God already promised that
wherever He sends His word it is going to accomplish
what He pleases, and He says that this word is sent to you.
To each one of you here today, to whomever can hear this
word that God has spoken, it is sent to you, and He says it
is going to accomplish what He pleases.

Great faith

Now, I want us to see what Jesus called “great faith.”
The Bible says, “When Jesus was entered into Capernaum,
there came unto him a centurion, beseeching him, And
saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy,
grievously tormented. And Jesus saith unto him, I will
come and heal him. The centurion answered and said,
Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my
roof: but speak the word only, and my servant shall be
healed.” (Matthew 8:5-8) Notice how thoroughly and
completely the centurion trusted Christ. He said, “All you
have to do is speak the word and I know it’s going to be
done. You don’t have to come to my house and do some-
thing, all you have to do is speak the word and immedi-
ately I know my servant will be healed.” That is great
faith! The centurian continues, “For [ am a man under au-
thority, having soldiers under me: and I say to this man,
Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh;
and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it.” (Matthew 8:9)
The centurion said that he understood what authority
meant. The centurion could just say, “Soldier, I want you
to go to Capernaum and do this particular job, and then
come back and report to me.” The centurion didn’t have to
go and do it himself. All he had to do was speak the word
and somebody else would do it. So he said, “I understand
that all you have to do is speak the word and this will be
done.” Now, notice verse 10, “When Jesus heard it, he
marveled.” That is wonderful! Wouldn’t it be great to have
Jesus marvel at you? He marveled “and said to them that
followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great
faith, no, not in Israel.” Isn’t that amazing! This is a Ro-
man soldier, and in all of Israel, among all of God’s chosen
people, He couldn’t find this faith, but He finds it in a Ro-
man soldier. This is what He called “great faith.”
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Great faith is depending upon the word of God only to
do what that word says. The centurion said, “Speak the
word only.” He didn’t say speak the word and then go and
do it, but speak the word on/y. He understood that that was
all that had to be done and his servant would be healed.
That is the same way that we have to trust in God. We must
trust that His word is able to do what it says.

Sometimes we struggle with various things in our lives,
such as how to overcome sin. How can we overcome?
Look what it says in John 15:3. Here Jesus said, “Now ye
are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.”
Does that mean that we don’t have to take showers or baths
anymore? No! That’s not what He is talking about. He is
not simply talking about our physical bodies being clean.
He’s talking about our hearts, our minds, our thoughts.
Our lives are clean through the word which He has spoken
unto us. That’s what He’s talking about. Our lives become
clean through the word. The only way we are going to be
clean is by letting that word come in and do the work in us.

Cleansed by the word

The Apostle Paul says, “Husbands, love your wives,
even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for
it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing
of water by the word.” (Ephesians 5:25, 26) We are
cleansed and washed by the word. When I first gave my
life to the Lord I was pretty filthy as far as my lifestyle.
Has that ever happened to you? Have you ever had a
messy life, a dirty life? Anyway, that is the way my life-
style was. [ was in bad shape. When I came to God I had to
come to Him just as I was because I couldn’t clean myself
up. In fact, I tried one time, but it didn’t work. I tried to quit
smoking marijuana just to prove to myself that I could do
it, that I was not addicted. So, I told all my friends, and my-
self, that I was going to quit for two weeks. Do you know
how long I lasted? I lasted two days. Two days later [ went
back to my bad habit. I just gave up on trying to quit. The
time [ tried to prove to myself that I could do it, I couldn’t.
There were a lot of other things in my life that were filthy
and dirty also. So, when I came to God I could come no
other way than the way I was, filthy and dirty.

Let’s read one of my favorite verses. Jesus said, “All
that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that
cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.” (John 6:37) It
doesn’t matter what we’ve done or how filthy we are when
we come to Him. He says, “I’m not going to cast you out.
Even if you’re the worst criminal in the world.” Even Hit-
ler! We often think of Hitler as one of the most wicked
people in the world, at least in recent times, but if he would
have came to Christ would Christ have said, “Wait a min-
ute now, we don’t have room for you”? What would Christ
have done? He would have been just like the father of the
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prodigal son, with His arms out running to meet him.
That’s the way God is; He is eager for us to come to Him.
When we make that first step towards home, towards Him,
He’s going to make a hundred steps toward us, that’s the
way God is.

God said, “I am sought of them that asked not for me; I
am found of them that sought me not.” (Isaiah 65:1) In
other words, He is found of them that were not even look-
ing for Him. That’s the way it was for me. [ wasn’t looking
for God when I found Him. He came looking for me. It’s
like the parable of the lost sheep. Jesus said that when He
had one lost sheep He is the one who went to find it. We
were like that lost sheep and Christ comes, Himself, to
look for us because He does not want us to be lost. The Bi-
ble says God is “not willing that any should perish, but that
all should come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9) So, if we
come to Him, He will in no wise cast us out.

When I came to Jesus I was filthy. I had a lot of evil,
wicked things in my life that I couldn’t do anything about.
I came to Him and said, “Lord, I know I’m dirty, I don’t
even know how to pray, please help me, please give me a
new heart and come into my life.” He came in and cleansed

me. [’'m not perfect, | have a long way to go, but God has
done amazing things, and [ know that it wasn’t me. [ know
that it was Him because I couldn’t have done it on my own.
I tried and it didn’t work. God is the only one who can do
it. I just had to take Him at His word. He promised that He
would create in me a clean heart. I just had to say, “Okay
God, you said you can do it and I want to see it done be-
cause I can’t do it myself.” That’s the way every step of
our lives is with God. It is He doing the work. If there is
anything good in us it’s not us at all, it’s God in us doing
the work. We need to recognize that and accept Him at His
word. When He says, “Sin shall not have dominion over
you,” (Romans 6:14) that’s the word of God. Sin shall not
have dominion over you. Does that word have power? It
does! All you have to do is let that word in and say, “Okay
God, I’'m going to take you at your word. You said that sin
1s not going to have dominion over me. This sin is having
dominion over me. I need help; I want your word to do
what it says.” And guess what will happen? His word will
do it. It will accomplish what He pleases. Praise the Lord
for that! 25

The Consecrated Way to Christian Perfection

by Alonzo T. Jones

(We are continuing a series of studies on God'’s plan of sal-
vation as revealed in the sanctuary. We pray they will be a
blessing to you. Editor)

Chapter 8—“In All Things Like”

It should be particularly noted that in the first and
second chapters of Hebrews the thought and discus-
sion concerning the person of Christ is especially as to
nature and substance. In Philippians 2:5-8 there is pre-
sented the thought of Christ’s relationship to God and to
man, especially as to nature and form. Thus: “Let this
mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus; who,
being in the form of God thought it not robbery to be
equal with God; but emptied Himself [Revised Version],
and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made
in the likeness of men: and being found in fashion as a
man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross.” (Philippians 2:5-8)

When Jesus emptied Himself He became man, and
God was revealed in the Man. When Jesus emptied
Himself, on the one side man appeared, and on the
other side God appeared. Thus in Him God and man
meet in peace and become one: “for He is our peace,
who hath made both [God and man] one,... having
abolished in His flesh the enmity,... to make in Himself
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(Part 5)

of twain [God and man] one new man, so making
peace.” (Ephesians 2:14, 15)

He who was in the form of God took the form of man.

He who was equal with God became equal with
man.

He who was Creator and Lord became creature and
servant.

He who was in the likeness of God was made in the
likeness of men.

He who was God and Spirit was made man and
flesh. (John 1:1, 14)

Nor is this true only as to form; it is true as to sub-
stance. For Christ was like God in the sense of being of
the nature, in very substance, of God. He was made in
the likeness of men in the sense of being like men in the
nature and very substance of men.

Christ was God. He became man. And when He be-
came man, He was man as really as He was God.

He came to man where man is to bring man to Him
where He was and is.

And in order to redeem man from what man is, He
was made what man is:

Man is flesh. (Genesis 6:3; John 3:6) “And the Word
was made flesh.” (John 1:14; Hebrews 2:14)

Man is under the law. (Romans 3:19) Christ was
“made under the law.” (Galatians 4:4)
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Man is under the curse. (Galatians 3:10; Zechariah
5:1-4) “Christ was made a curse.” (Galatians 3:13)

Man is sold under sin (Romans 7:14) and laden with
iniquity. (Isaiah 1:4) And “the Lord hath laid on Him the
iniquity of us all.” (Isaiah 53:6)

Man is “a body of sin.” (Romans 6:6) And God “hath
made Him to be sin.” (2 Corinthians 5:21)

Thus, literally, “in all things it behooved Him to be
made like unto His brethren.” (Hebrews 2:17)

Yet it must never be forgotten, it must be borne in
mind and heart constantly and forever, that in none of
this as to man, the flesh, sin, and the curse was Christ
ever of Himself or of His own original nature or fault. All
this He “was made.” “He took upon Him the form of a
servant, and was made in the likeness of men.”

And in all this Christ was “made” what, before, He
was not in order that the man might be made now and
forever what he is not.

Christ was the Son of God. He became the Son of
man that the sons of men might become the sons of
God. (Galatians 4:4; 1 John 3:1)

Christ was Spirit. (1 Corinthians 15:45) He became
flesh in order that man, who is flesh, might become
spirit. (John 3:6; Romans 8:8-10)

Christ, who was altogether of the divine nature, was
made partaker of human nature in order that we who
are altogether of the human nature “might be partakers
of the divine nature.” (2 Peter 1:4)

Christ, who knew no sin, was made to be sin, even
the sinfulness of man, in order that we, who knew no
righteousness, might be made righteousness, even the
righteousness of God.

And as the righteousness of God, which, in Christ,
the man is made, is real righteousness, so the sin of
men, which Christ was made in the flesh, was real sin.

As certainly as our sins, when upon us, are real sins
to us, so certainly, when these sins were laid upon Him,
they became real sins to Him.

As certainly as guilt attaches to these sins and to us
because of them, when they are upon us so certainly
this guilt attached to these same sins of ours and to Him
because of them, when they were laid upon Him.

As the sense of condemnation and discouragement of
our sins was real to us when these sins of ours were upon
us, so certainly this same sense of condemnation and dis-
couragement because of the guilt of these sins was real-
ized by Him when these sins of ours were laid upon Him.

Thus the guilt, the condemnation, the discourage-
ment of the knowledge of sin were His—were a fact in
His conscious experience—as really as they were ever
such in the life of any sinner that was ever on earth. And
this awful truth brings to every sinful soul in the world
the glorious truth that “the righteousness of God,” and
the rest, the peace, and the joy, of that righteousness,
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are a fact in the conscious experience of the believer in
Jesus in this world, as really as they are in the life of any
saint who was ever in heaven.

He who knew the height of the righteousness of God,
acquired also the knowledge of the depth of the sins of
men. He knows the awfulness of the depths of the sins of
men, as well as He knows the glory of the heights of the
righteousness of God. And by “His knowledge shall My
righteous Servant justify many.” (Isaiah 53:11) By His
knowledge He is able to deliver every sinner from the
lowest depths of sin and lift him to the highest height of
righteousness, even the very righteousness of God.

He was made “in all things” like unto us. He was in all
points like as we are. So fully was this so that He could
say, even as we must say the same truth, “| can of mine
own self do nothing.” (John 5:30)

Of Him this was so entirely true that, in the weak-
ness and infirmity of the flesh,—ours which He
took—He was as is the man who is without God and
without Christ. For it is only without Him that men can
do nothing. With Him and through Him, it is written: “|
can do all things.” But of those who are without Him it is
written: “Without Me ye can do nothing.” (John 15:5)

Therefore, when of Himself He said, “I can of Mine
own self do nothing,” this makes it certain forever that in
the flesh,—because of our infirmities which He took; be-
cause of our sinfulness, hereditary and actual, which
was laid upon Him and imparted to Him—He was of
Himself in that flesh exactly as is the man who, in the in-
firmity of the flesh, is laden with sins, actual and heredi-
tary, and who is without God. And standing thus weak,
laden with sins and helpless as we are, in divine faith He
exclaimed, “I will put My trust in Him.” (Hebrews 2:13)

He came to “seek and to save that which was lost.”
And in saving the lost, He came to the lost where we
are. He put Himself among the lost. “He was numbered
with the transgressors.” (Isaiah 53:12) He was made to
be sin. And from the standpoint of the weakness and in-
firmity of the lost, He trusted in God, that He would de-
liver Him and save Him. Laden with the sins of the
world; and tempted in all points like as we are, He
hoped in God and trusted in God to save Him from all
those sins and to keep Him from sinning. (Psalm
69:1-21; 71:1-20; 22:1-22; 31:1-5)

And this is the faith of Jesus: this is the point where
the faith of Jesus reaches lost, sinful man to help him.
For thus it has been demonstrated to the very fulness of
perfection, that there is no man in the wide world for
whom there is not hope in God, no one so lost that he
can not be saved by trusting God in this faith of Jesus.
And this faith of Jesus, by which in the place of the lost,
He hoped in God and trusted God for salvation from sin
and power to keep from sinning—this victory of His it is
that has brought to every man in the world divine faith by
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which every man can hope in God and trust in God and
can find the power of God to deliver him from sin and to
keep him from sinning. That faith which He exercised
and by which He obtained the victory over the world, the
flesh, and the devil—that faith is His free gift to every lost
man in the world. And thus “this is the victory that
overcometh the world, even our faith;” (1 John 5:4) and
this is the faith of which He is the Author and Finisher.

This is the faith of Jesus that is given to men. This is
the faith of Jesus that must be received by men in order
for them to be saved. This is the faith of Jesus which,
now in this time of the Third Angel’s Message, must be
received and kept by those who will be saved from the
worship of the “beast and his image,” and enabled to
keep the commandments of God. This is the faith of Je-
sus referred to in the closing words of the Third Angel's
Message: “Here are they that keep the commandments
of God, and the faith of Jesus.”

Listen to God’s Word, God’s Way proclaiming the messages
of Present Truth on the radio. This radio program, featuring
Pastor Willis Smith from Cleveland, Ohio, covers much of the
eastern United States. You can hear it on 1220 AM and 1440
AM, Saturday evenings, from 8:00-9:00 p.m. EST, and again
on Sunday evenings, from 9:00-9:30 p.m. EST.

And now of the things which we have spoken this is
the sum: “We have SUCH an High Priest.” All that we
have thus found in the first and second chapters of He-
brews is the essential foundation and preliminary of His
high priesthood. For “in all things it behooved Him to be
made like unto His brethren, that [so that, in order that]
He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things
pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of
the people. For in that He Himself hath suffered being
tempted, He is able to succor them that are tempted.”
(Hebrews 2:17, 18) (To be continued)

(This article was taken from pages 45-51 of the book, The
Consecrated Way to Christian Perfection, by Alonzo T. Jones.
Some editing has been done for this publication. Editor)
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