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“Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth
and love.” (2 John 1:3) The Real ID Act, mentioned in the March 2005 issue of Present Truth, was signed into law in May. Truly
the time is short, and we need to get ready to meet the Lord. I pray that you will do all in your power to come to the 2005 WV
camp meeting from June 21-25. [ am certain you will be blessed if you attend. Also, please be making preparations to attend the
2005 Colorado camp meeting, which will be held August 31 - September 4. See the May 2005 issue for further details.

Due to our busy schedule, we will not be having a health article in this issue, but we hope to have one for you next month.

Without Excuse

by Uriah Smith

We are drawing near to the day of God. The decisions of
eternity are upon us. The Master standeth at the door. The
day of the Lord is not an uncertain object in the dim and dis-
tant future; but it is, to him who reads aright the page of
prophecy and history, a vivid reality, even now throwing the
beams of its approaching glory and the light of its consuming
fires upon a slumbering world. It comes not without a numer-
ous array of precursors and heralds; yet it will come to many
suddenly and unexpectedly. With what real and unfeigned
surprise will multitudes awake to their condition, as the terri-
ble realities of this coming day burst upon them. So different
from what they expected! So contrary to all their plans! So
fatal to all that they had hoped for or believed! What aston-
ishment, what amazement, what terror, will seize them! At
once they find themselves in the unrelaxing grasp of eternity,
its irrevocable decisions upon them, and they among the lost!
And how many, in the agony of their despair, will put the
question to their own souls, Why should I be found in this
condition? And what would be their reply to such a question?
Should the Judge of all meet them with the solemn inquiry
why they had not made preparation for that day, what answer
would they return? What excuse would they render?

Would they say, Lord, this day of all days, this day
which forever concludes all human history, this decisive
day for all the human race, should have been clearly set
forth in thy holy word? The answer would be, It was thus set
forth. From Genesis to Revelation, that word was full of it.
That solemn moment which should close probation and
bring its terrible retribution to the ungodly, and its glorious
reward to the righteous, was everywhere kept in view, with
warnings and exhortations to all the race to prepare for its
solemn scenes. Bibles were in your hands, and you should

have read them for yourselves. Would they not thus stand
speechless and condemned?

Would they say that signs should have been given of so
momentous an event, some strange phenomena in nature to
mark the approach of the end? The answer would be, Such
signs were given. The sun was to be darkened, the moon
withdraw her shining, the stars fall from heaven, and strange
sights appear above, and strange convulsions be felt below.
And ere probation closed, while yet you could have escaped
the coming wrath, the land was full of Bibles containing
these predictions, and full of histories recording their fulfill-
ment. Did you care to trouble yourselves to compare the two?
And again they would stand speechless and condemned.

Would they say that the state of the world, moral and po-
litical, which was to mark the last days, should have been
clearly described? The answer would come, It was so de-
scribed. It was declared in the word of God that iniquity
would abound, that evil men and seducers would wax worse
and worse, that the nations would be angry, that there would
be wars and rumors of wars, and that there would be distress
of nations, with perplexity. And in your own days every pa-
per groaned with a record of these things, and all the land
was startled at the fearful spectacle which the world pre-
sented. Did you not see it, and wonder? And why did you
not read its import aright? Would they not again stand
speechless and condemned?

Would they say again that the history of nations, and the
course of empire, in consecutive order, down to the end,
should have been given, that the world might know when
the last nations were on the stage of action, at the end of
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whose history the kingdom of God should be set up? Again
the answer would be, Such information was given in the
prophetic word.! Beginning six hundred years before
Christ, step by step, kingdom by kingdom, event by event,
the student of prophecy is brought down even to the closing
scenes of trouble, the dashing of all the nations to pieces,
and the standing up of Michael for the deliverance of his
people. And you saw the last kingdoms of earth in a condi-
tion such that even human foresight scarcely failed to dis-
cern the very day of their dissolution. Did you take the
trouble to inquire what was to follow? And again they
would stand without answer and without excuse.

Would they say further that messengers, divinely sent,
should have given warning of the approach of the great and
dreadful day? that the proclamation should have been made
through all the land when that day was near? The answer
would be again, Such proclamation was made. The world
heard; the honest, humble seekers after truth believed; and
scoffers everywhere raised the inquiry, Where is the prom-
ise of his coming?

Thus their last excuse fails them; for what could they say
more? Speechless and condemned they stand throughout.

And, reader, so far as the evidences of the near coming
of Christ are concerned, they stand to-day just as set forth
above. The declaration of God’s word, the signs in the natu-
ral world, the state of the nations, the moral condition of
mankind, and the proclamation of the coming of the day of
wrath, the last message of mercy, are all before us. And the
eyes of all the world are now watching for the final destruc-
tion of these powers at the termination of whose career the
Bible places the opening of the day of God. Look at the pa-
pacy and the United States. The prophet declared that as we
reached the last days, the dominion of the little horn, the pa-
pacy, should receive a deadly wound that would be healed.
And what has been the leading feature of its history for the
past 200 years? Answer: The falling away, one after an-
other, of its strong supports, and its reviving of power....
This is an event which takes place on close connection with
the end. At the same time we hear him uttering those great
words (papal infallibility), in the Ecumenical Council of
1870, of which the prophet speaks, words which he utters in
so close connection with his destruction by devouring fire
that the prophet says that both the utterance of the great
words and the destruction in the burning flame were to oc-
cur at almost the same time. Dan.7:11.

Equally startling is the affairs in the United States. That
power we understand to be symbolized by the second beast
of Rev. 13. This power is said to cooperate with the papacy
to enforce the mark of the beast, and control financial trans-
actions. Look at the growing friendship and cooperation

between the USA and the papacy.” Notice how current
events point toward the implementation of the mark of the
beast.

Such is the present condition of two powers, to say noth-
ing of others, the history of which brings us to the end of all
things. No observer can fail to see their doom approaching.
But who takes the trouble to acquaint himself with what the
word of God declares is to follow these events?

And to the thoughtful reader, we put the questions, What
more evidence could God have given of these things than he
has given? What other kinds of evidence could be given, or
in what respect could that which is given be more full? And
if these things are so, and you come to the Judgment uncon-
cerned and unprepared, will you not be without excuse?

Some Features of our Times

This is an age of brilliant pretensions, but sad realities.
Its professions and practices, its facts and theories, present a
climax of contradictions.

There never was so much of the form of godliness, and
never so little of the power.

Never were there so many professors of religion, and
never so little of religion itself.

Never so many assurances of peace, and never so exten-
sive and urgent preparations for war.

Never so many tokens of coming danger and calamity,
and never such a feeling of security, expressed and implied,
on the part of the people.

There never was a time when the doctrine of the immedi-
ate opening of the temporal millennium was more univer-
sally cherished and talked of, and never a time when every
feature of society, social, moral, and political, rendered
such an idea more preposterous.

There never was a time when there was so much money
in the world, and never a time when there was more
wide-spread and distressing poverty.

There never was a time when there were so many reme-
dies for every disease, real or imaginary, which profess to
be sure cures, absolutely infallible, and never a time when
there existed so much disease, sickness, suffering, and
death.

There never was a time when there was so much boast-
ing of progress and advancement on the part of the race, and
never a time when they gave more palpable evidence of fast
descending into every depth of iniquity and sin.

And what does all this show? It shows that the pretensions
on which men build themselves up are a sham, and their pro-
fessions, hypocrisy. They are willing to deceive others, and
to be deceived themselves. This is the time when the prophet
tells us that evil men and seducers shall wax worse and

' For a thorough study on these prophecies, please read
the March and April 2003 issues of Present Truth, as well as
the May and June 1999 issues.
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2 Please read the March 2005 issue of Present Truth to see
how the United States and the papacy are arranging things in
preparation to enforce the mark of the beast.
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worse, deceiving and being deceived. We see this work go-
ing on before us, which proves that we have reached the time
to which the prophet’s words apply. There is nothing to
which men will not put their hand for gain. With worthless
nostrums, which the venders know will not accomplish what
they claim, the confidence of the afflicted is secured, and
their means filched. Falsity and hollow-heartedness exist on
every hand. Truth is fallen in the streets, and equity cannot

enter. Nor will this state of things improve till He whose right
it is, the Prince of the house of David, takes the throne.

We rejoice that this event is at the door. Hasten, O King
of kings, the glad day. 25

(This article was taken from a tract entitled Without Excuse,
originally printed in 1893 by the Review and Herald Publish-
ing Association. Some editing was done for this publication
toinclude current events.

Editor)

The Necessity qf Cooperation With God

by E. G. White

“Faith, if it hath not works, is dead,
being alone.” (James 2:17) We are living
in a time when we should individually
ask ourselves, “How do I stand related to
God and eternity?” It will not matter to
what nation we may have belonged, or
what sect we have followed; but it will
matter upon which side we have stood
between good and evil. Daily you should
ask yourself, “Am I a Christian? Am I a
servant of sin, or am [ following Christ?
Am I renewed in the image of Christ by
his transforming grace? Has a moral
change taken place in me? Do I count all
things but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ? Do I feel that I am
not my own, but that [ have been bought
with the precious blood of Christ, and
must consecrate myself to his service?”

Let no soul risk his eternal future upon
a supposition. The Lord never designed
that any one should go blindfolded to
heaven. He who sincerely desires to
know, may understand whether his steps
are tending heavenward or earthward. In
the living oracles of God a description is
given of the road leading heavenward,
and the road leading to perdition, and no
one need be deceived as to which one he
is traveling. There is no need that one
should be lost. God willeth not the misery
of any one of his creatures. It is his desire
that all men should come to repentance
and to the acknowledging of the truth.
“For God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” (John 3:16) The Lord
has provided ample means for our salva-
tion; but he can do nothing for us without
our co-operation. Paul says, “We are la-
borers together with God: ye are God’s
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husbandry, ye are God’s building.”
(1 Corinthians 3:9)

What honor has been bestowed upon
man, in that he is privileged to come into
fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ; for
if we suffer with him, we shall also reign
with him in glory. The command is given,
“Work out your own salvation with fear
and trembling;” but this encouragement is
added: “For it is God which worketh in
you both to will and to do of his good
pleasure.” (Philippians 2:12, 13) “We,
then, as workers together with him, be-
seech you also that ye receive not the
grace of God in vain. (For he saith, I have
heard thee in a time accepted, and in the
day of salvation have I succored thee: be-
hold, now is the accepted time; behold,
now is the day of salvation.)” (2 Corinthi-
ans 6:1, 2) A power above and outside of
man is to work upon him, that solid tim-
bers may be brought into his character
building. In the inner sanctuary of the soul
the presence of God is to abide. “And
what agreement hath the temple of God
with idols? For ye are the temple of the
living God; as God hath said, I will dwell
in them, and walk in them; and I will be
their God, and they shall be my people.”
(2 Corinthians 6:16) “Know ye not that ye
are the temple of God, and that the Spirit
of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile
the temple of God, him shall God destroy;
for the temple of God is holy, which tem-
ple ye are.” (1 Corinthians 3:16, 17)
“What! know ye not that your body is the
temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you,
which ye have of God, and ye are not your
own? For ye are bought with a price:
therefore glorify God in your body, and in
your spirit, which are God’s.” (1 Corinthi-
ans 6:19, 20) “For through him we both
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have access by one Spirit unto the Father.
Now therefore ye are no more strangers
and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with
the saints, and of the household of God;
and are built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ him-
self being the chief corner-stone; in whom
all the building fitly framed together
groweth unto a holy temple in the Lord; in
whom ye also are builded together for a
habitation of God through the Spirit.”
(Ephesians 2:18-22)

Man does not build himself into a hab-
itation for the Spirit, but unless there is a
co-operation of man’s will with God’s
will, the Lord can do nothing for him. The
Lord is the great Master worker, and yet
the human agent must cooperate with the
divine worker, or the heavenly building
cannot be completed. All the power is of
God, and all the glory is to redound to
God, and yet all the responsibility rests
with the human agent; for God can do
nothing without the cooperation of man.
When a man believes in Jesus as his per-
sonal Saviour, and accepts of his righ-
teousness by faith, he becomes a partaker
of the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption that is in the world through
lust; and he escapes from corruption
through the indwelling of the holy Spirit.
Without divine nature, without the influ-
ence of the Spirit of God, man cannot
work out his own salvation. Said Christ,
“Without me ye can do nothing.” (John
15:5) When human effort does not com-
bine with divine agency, how deficient is
its influence; but he who is endowed with
divine power can present Christ to the
world as one who is able to save unto the
uttermost all who come unto God through
him. The angels of heaven are commis-
sioned of the Lord God of hosts to cooper-
ate with human agency in lifting up the
standard of the gospel in every city,
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village, and town, both at home and in for-
eign lands.

In every home there is missionary
work to be done; for the children in every
family are to be brought up in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord. Evil propen-
sities are to be controlled, evil tempers
subdued, and the children are to be in-
structed that they are the Lord’s prop-
erty, bought with his own precious
blood, and that they cannot live a life of
pleasure and vanity, have their own will
and carry out their own ideas, and yet be
numbered among the children of God.
The children are to be instructed with
kindness and patience. They are to be
taught, line upon line and precept upon
precept, the requirements of a holy God.
Let the parents teach them of the love of
God in such a way that it will be a pleas-
ant theme in the family circle, and let the
church take upon them the responsibility
of feeding the lambs as well as the sheep
of the flock. Let the church take a special
care of the lambs of the flock, exerting
every influence in their power to win the
love of the children, and to bind them to
the truth. Ministers and church-members
should second the efforts of parents to
lead the children into safe paths. The
Lord is calling for the youth; for he
would make them his helpers to do good
service under his banner.

How sad it is that many parents have
cast off their God-given responsibility to
their children, and are willing that
strangers should bear it for them. They
are willing that others should labor for
their children, and relieve them of all
burden in the matter. From the indiffer-
ence of their parents, many children are
left to feel that their parents have no care
for their souls. This ought not to be so,
but those who have children should so
manage their domestic and business af-
fairs that nothing may come in between
them and the children, that would lessen
the parents’ influence in directing them
to Christ. You should teach your children
the lesson of the love of Jesus, that they
may be pure in heart, in conduct, and
conversation. Teach them how to seek
divine aid, how to give themselves unre-
servedly to God.

The Lord would work upon the hearts
of the children if the parents would but
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cooperate with the divine agencies; but
he will not undertake to do that which
has been appointed as your part of the
work. Parents, you must awake from
your death-like slumber. The church
must arise from the dead, that Christ may
give her life.

The work of God is not divided; it is
one vast plan in which all have a part to
act. God would have you laborers to-
gether with him for the saving of your
own children. The children must not be
left to themselves to become the slaves of
Satan; those who have taken the respon-
sibility of bringing them into the world
will be held responsible to a large degree
for the characters they form. In order to
do their God-given work to save their
own households, parents will have to
search the Scriptures to know the ways of
the Lord. They should be much in secret
prayer, that they may be holy in all man-
ner of conversation. Their hearts should
be filled with cheerfulness and
thanksgiving, that there be no tale-bear-
ing, no false accusation, but only such
themes of conversation as will elevate
and ennoble those who hear and take a
part in it.

Parents should work to this end, that
themselves and their children may be-
come missionaries for God. This means
that you should be vigilant, diligent in
searching and teaching the Scriptures,
pouring out your soul before God in your
closet, that you may not fail nor be dis-
couraged.

Children are brought into the world
without a voice in the matter, and if par-
ents do not work faithfully to save them
for Christ, Satan will supply their neglect
by his own devices, that he may win
them to rebel against God, and war
against his kingdom. Parents, unless you
are workers together with God, to save
the souls of your children, they may be
lost. If they are, it will be through no fault
of the Lord; for he loved your children,
and has given his only begotten Son, that
they should not perish, but have everlast-
ing life. When Jesus was upon earth, and
mothers brought their children to him, he
placed his hand upon their heads and
blessed them. He would do the same to-
day; for he hath said, “Suffer the little
children, and forbid them not, to come
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unto me; for of such is the kingdom of
heaven.” (Mark 10:14)

The mother’s work begins when her
child is a babe in her arms, and she
should realize that heaven is looking
upon her with intense interest, ready to
cooperate with her efforts to rear her
child for God. In view of the responsibil-
ity that devolves upon parents, it should
be carefully considered whether it is best
to bring children into the family. Has the
mother sufficient strength to care for her
children? And can the father give such
advantages as will rightly mold and edu-
cate the child? How little is the destiny of
the child considered. The gratification of
passion is the only thought, and burdens
are brought upon the wife and mother
which undermine her vitality, and para-
lyze her spiritual power. In broken health
and with discouraged spirits, she finds
herself surrounded by a little flock when
she cannot care for as she should. Lack-
ing the instruction they should have, they
grow up to dishonor God and to commu-
nicate to others the evil of their own na-
tures, and thus an army is raised up
whom Satan manages as he pleases.

You cannot bring up your children as
you should without divine help; for the
fallen nature of Adam always strives for
the mastery. The heart must be prepared
for the principles of truth, that they may
root in the soul, and find nourishment in
the life. Parents, lay hold upon divine
help, and bring no more children into the
world than those to whom you can give a
training and education that will fit them
for this life and the life which is to come.
Follow the example of Abraham. The
Lord said of him, “I know him, that he
will command his children and his
household after him, and they shall keep
the way of the Lord, to do justice and
judgment.” (Genesis 18:19) Human ef-
fort alone will not result in helping your
children to perfect a character for
heaven; but with divine help a grand and
holy work may be accomplished, and
you may be able to present yourselves
and your children before God, saying,
“Here am I, and the children whom thou
hast given me.”

“Ye see then how that by works a
man is justified, and not by faith only....
For as the body without the spirit is dead,
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so faith without works is dead also.”
(James 2:24, 26) It is essential to have
faith in Jesus, and to believe you are
saved through him; but there is danger in
taking the position that many do take in
saying, “I am saved.”* Many have said:
“You must do good works, and you will
live;” but apart from Christ no one can do
good works. Many at the present day say,
“Believe, only believe, and live.” Faith
and works go together, believing and do-
ing are blended. The Lord requires no
less of the soul now, than he required of
Adam in paradise before he fell,—per-
fect obedience, unblemished righteous-
ness. The requirement of God under the
covenant of grace is just as broad as the
requirement he made in paradise,—har-
mony with his law, which is holy, and
just, and good. The gospel does not
weaken the claims of the law; it exalts the
law and makes it honorable. Under the
New Testament, no less is required than
was required under the Old Testament.
Let no one take up with the delusion so
pleasant to the natural heart, that God
will accept of sincerity, no matter what
may be the faith, no matter how imper-
fect may be the life. God requires of his
child perfect obedience.

In order to meet the requirements of
the law, our faith must grasp the righ-
teousness of Christ, accepting it as our
righteousness. Through union with
Christ, through acceptance of his righ-
teousness by faith, we may be qualified
to work the works of God, to be co-labor-
ers with Christ. If you are willing to drift
along with the current of evil, and do not
cooperate with the heavenly agencies in
restraining transgression in your family,
and in the church, in order that everlast-
ing righteousness may be brought in, you
do not have faith. Faith works by love
and purifies the soul. Through faith the
holy Spirit works in the heart to create
holiness therein; but this cannot be done
unless the human agent will work with
Christ. We can be fitted for heaven only
through the work of the holy Spirit upon

* Many people say they are saved and
think that they can live as they please with-
out any possibility of losing their salvation.
They are deluded. They think that they are
saved, but they are not. Editor
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the heart; for we must have Christ’s righ-
teousness as our credentials if we would
find access to the Father. In order that we
may have the righteousness of Christ, we
need daily to be transformed by the influ-
ence of the Spirit, to be a partaker of the
divine nature. It is the work of the holy
Spirit to elevate the taste, to sanctify the
heart, to ennoble the whole man.

Let the soul look to Jesus. “Behold
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the
sin of the world.” (John 1:29) No one
will be forced to look to Christ; but the
voice of invitation is sounding in yearn-
ing entreaty, “Look and live.” In looking
to Christ, we shall see that his love is
without a parallel, that he has taken the
place of the guilty sinner, and has im-
puted unto him his spotless righteous-
ness. When the sinner sees his Saviour
dying upon the cross under the curse of
sin in his stead, beholding his pardoning
love, love awakes in his heart. The sinner
loves Christ, because Christ has first
loved him, and love is the fulfilling of the
law. The repenting soul realizes that God
“is faithful and just to forgive us our sins,
and to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness.” (1 John 1:9) The Spirit of God
works in the believer’s soul, enabling
him to advance from one line of obedi-
ence to another, reaching on from
strength to greater strength, from grace to
grace in Christ Jesus.

God justly condemns all who do not
make Christ their personal Saviour; but he
pardons every soul who comes to him in
faith, and enables him to work the works
of God, and through faith to be one with
Christ. Jesus says of these, “I in them, and
thou in me, that they may be made perfect
in one [this unity brings perfection of
character]; and that the world may know
that thou hast sent me, and hast loved
them, as thou hast loved me.” (John
17:23) The Lord has made every provi-
sion whereby man may have full and free
salvation, and be complete in him. God
designs that his children shall have the
bright beams of the Sun of righteousness,
that all may have the light of truth. God
has provided salvation for the world at in-
finite cost, even through the gift of his
only begotten Son. The apostle asks, “He
that spared not his own Son, but delivered
him up for us all, how shall he not with
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him also freely give us all things?”
(Romans 8:32) Then if we are not saved,
the fault will not be on the part of God, but
on our part, that we have failed to co-op-
erate with the divine agencies. Our will
has not coincided with God’s will.

The Redeemer of the world clothed
his divinity with humanity, that he
might reach humanity; for it took the di-
vine and the human to bring into the
world the salvation that was needed by
fallen man. Divinity needed humanity
that humanity might afford a channel of
communication between God and man.
Man needs a power out of and above
himself to restore him to the likeness of
God; but because he needs divine aid, it
does not make human activity unessen-
tial. Faith on the part of man is required;
for faith works by love and purifies the
soul. Faith lays hold upon the virtue of
Christ. The Lord does not design that
human power should be paralyzed; but
by cooperating with God, the power of
man may be efficient for good. God
does not design that our will should be
destroyed; for it is through this very at-
tribute that we are to accomplish the
work he would have us to do both at
home and abroad. He has given to every
man his work; and every true worker
sheds forth light to the world, because
he is united with God and Christ and
heavenly angels in the grand work of
saving the lost. From divine association
he becomes more and more intelligent
in working the works of God. In work-
ing out what divine grace works in, the
believer becomes spiritually great. He
who works according to his intrusted
ability will become a wise builder for
the Master; for he is under the appren-
ticeship to Christ, learning to work the
works of God. He will not shun burdens
of responsibility, for he will realize that
each one must lift in the cause of God to
the extent of his ability, and he places
himself under the pressure of the work;
but Jesus does not leave his willing and
obedient servant to be crushed. It is not
the man who carries heavy responsibili-
ties in the cause of God who needs your
pity; for he is faithful and true in cooper-
ation with God; and through union of di-
vine and human effort, the work is made

(Continued on page 7)
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Sometﬁing for the Young at Heart

This month we are continuing a series of crossword Bible studies that are based on the “These Last Days” Bible Lessons.
In order to maintain the flow of the study, this crossword puzzle is not split into Across and Down sections—Across or Down is

indicated at the end of each line.

Winds, Waves, and Beasts from the Sea

Babylon, and Egypt. Perhaps
that explains the three ribs be-
tween the bear’s teeth (7:5).
» Daniel saw another beast like a
. Daniel 7:6—4 Across

Answers are on page 12

» Daniel saw the four striving on
the great sea. Daniel 7:2—5 Down
» The waters are peoples, , ha-
tions and tongues. Revelation
17:15—6 Down

» Four great came up from the
sea. Daniel 7:3—10 Across

» The great beasts are four . Dan-
iel 7:17—14 Across

» The first beast was like a . Dan-

iel 7:4—12 Across
» Israel is a scattered sheep; the king

of has broken his bones. Jere-
miah 50:17—3 Down
» A great eagle came to and took

the highest Cedar branch. Ezekiel
17:3—9 Across

Note: Archaeology has revealed that
composite lion-eagle creatures
were common symbols in an-
cient Babylon. Regarding lions
as royal beasts, Nebuchadnez-
zar engraved them on his walls
and stamped bricks with them.
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» The king of Babylon came to
and took the king and princes to Bab-
ylon. Ezekiel 17:12—19 Across

» The second beast was like a .
Daniel 7:5—2 Down

Note: Historically, Babylon was fol-

lowed by the combined dominion
of the Medes and Persians (Dan-
iel 5:28-31). This kingdom was
represented in Daniel 2 by the
image’s silver breast and arms,
and in Chapter 8 by a two-horned
ram. Just as one of the ram’s
horns was higher than the other
(8:3), so the bear of Daniel 7:5
raised up itself on one side. At
first the Medes were the more
dominant of the two. But soon the
Persians became the more pow-
erful side, fulfilling the prediction
that “the higher came up last”
(8:3). Daniel 8:4 says that the
Medo-Persian ram would push
“‘westward, and northward, and
southward.” Between 547 and
525 B.C. they conquered Lydia,
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Note: Medo-Persia was followed by
Greece. This winged leopard
kingdom corresponds to the
brass belly and thighs on the im-
age in Chapter 2, and the goat in
Chapter 8. Wings give the con-
notation of swiftness. As the goat
in Chapter 8 came from the west
“and touched not the ground,” so
Alexander’s conquests were ac-
complished speedily. Just as the
leopard had four wings and four
heads (7:6), so the goat grew
four horns (8:8) which repre-
sented the four divisions of the
Greek empire (8:22). Itis also in-
teresting to note that Macedo-
nian coins were minted with the
likeness of a goat.

» The fourth beast was dreadful and
terrible and strong . Daniel
7:7—16 Across

» The fourth beast is the fourth | it
will be different from others and will
devour the whole earth. Daniel
7:23—14 Down

Note: The fourth and final world em-
pire was Rome. The great iron
teeth (7:7) of this beast remind
us of the iron legs of the image in

Chapter 2.
> This fourth beasthadten . Dan-
iel 7:7—1 Down
» Thetenhornsare _ kings. Daniel

7:24—15 Across
» There came up among the horns an-
other __ horn. Daniel 7:8—13
Down
Note: Verse 24 says, “He shall subdue
three kings.” Historically, this
horn power was responsible for
the fall of the Heruli in the year
493, the Vandals in 534, and the
Ostrogoths in 538. The other
seven still exist today as nations
of Europe.
» Three of the first horns were plucked
upbythe  .Daniel 7:8—17 Down
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> The little horn had the of a man.
Daniel 7:8—7 Across
» This little horn also had a mouth

great things. Daniel 7:8—
8 Across
» The little horn looked more than

his fellows. Daniel 7:20—20 Across
Note: These characteristics, along with
the contextual indications that he

acted in a spiritual realm as well as
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having political authority, account
for the statement that “he shall be
diverse from the first” (7:24).

» Daniel beheld till were cast
down and the Ancient of days did sit.
Daniel 7:9—11 Down

» The judgment was set and the
were opened. Daniel 7:10—10 Down

Note: “Cast down” in verse 9 is old

English for “set in place.” The

passage indicates that this

judgment occurs among the

heavenly host, while on earth

the final activities of the king-

doms of men are nearing their

close. This, of course, is the in-

vestigative judgment which we
studied in lesson 16.

» They will take away his ___ to de-

stroy it. Daniel 7:26—18 Across 25

(Cooperation, continued from page 5)

complete. It is he who shuns responsi-
bilities, who has no realization of the
privilege to which he is called, who is an
object of pity.

The upbuilding of the kingdom of
God is retarded or urged forward accord-
ing to the unfaithfulness or fidelity of hu-
man agencies. Unfaithfulness to the cause
of Christ makes manifest that love is lack-
ing in the human agent. It was the love of
Christ that constrained him to come and
seek and save that which was lost. But the
love of Christ does not seem to constrain
those who profess his name; for a death-
like slumber is upon the human agents,
and the work is hindered by failure of the
human to cooperate with the divine. Men
may pray, “Thy kingdom come. Thy will
be done in earth, as it is in heaven,” but
fail in acting upon this prayer in their
lives. The living Christian is one who has
not left his first love, and his candlestick is
not removed out of its place. But those
who do not maintain their consecration to
God are blind, and cannot see afar off, and
have forgotten that they were purged from
their old sins. But though you may be
weak, erring, frail, sinful, and imperfect,
the Lord holds out to you the offer of part-
nership with himself, inviting you to
come under divine instruction. Uniting
with Christ, you may work the works of
God. “Without me,” said Christ, “ye can
do nothing.”

We are to work the works of Christ, to
learn the lesson he presented to his disci-
ples, and reflect his character to the
world. Isaiah says, “Thy righteousness
shall go before thee; the glory of the Lord
shall be thy rereward.” (Isaiah 58:8) This
is the righteousness of Christ which goes
before us, and the glory of the Lord is to
be our rereward. Ye churches of the liv-
ing God, study this promise, and
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consider how your lack of faith, of spiri-
tuality, of divine power, is hindering the
coming of the kingdom of God. Were ev-
eryone of you living missionaries, the
gospel would be speedily proclaimed in
all countries, to all peoples, nations, and
tongues. This is the work that must be
done before Christ shall come in power
and great glory. I call upon the church to
pray earnestly that you may understand
your responsibilities. Are you individu-
ally laborers together with God? If not,
why not? When do you mean to do your
God-appointed work? God is working,
the agencies of heaven are at work that
the prayer may be fulfilled, “Thy king-
dom come. Thy will be done in earth, as
itis in heaven.” Man is the agent through
whom God works for man, and yet how
few have given themselves unreservedly
to work the works of God. Man can ac-
complish nothing without Jesus, and yet
it is so arranged in the plan of salvation,
that its great object cannot be consum-
mated without human cooperation. Our
work may appear small and unimportant,
and yet we are laborers together with
God. Jesus has given us every temporal
and spiritual blessing; he died to make
propitiation for our sins and to reconcile
us to God. He has sent forth light and
truth, that we should walk in the beams
of the Sun of righteousness, and not in
the sparks of our own kindling.

“Behold, what manner of love the Fa-
ther hath bestowed upon us, that we
should be called the sons of God: there-
fore the world knoweth us not, because it
knew him not. Beloved, now are we the
sons of God, and it doth not yet appear
what we shall be: but we know that when
he shall appear, we shall be like him; for
we shall see him as he is. And every man
that hath this hope in him purifieth him-
self, even as he is pure.” (1 John 3:1-3) He
who hath this hope in him learns from the
Scriptures that he must be a worker to-
gether with God. There can be no such
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thing as a slothful Christian. “For the
grace of God that bringeth salvation hath
appeared to all men, teaching us that, de-
nying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we
should live soberly, righteously, and
godly, in this present world; looking for
that blessed hope and the glorious appear-
ing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus
Christ; who gave himself for us, that he
might redeem us from all iniquity, and pu-
rify unto himself a peculiar people, zeal-
ous of good works.” (Titus 2:11-14)

Those who are waiting to behold a
magical change in their characters, with-
out a determined effort on their part, will
be disappointed. With our limited powers
we are to be as holy in our sphere as God
is holy in his sphere. To the extent of our
ability we are to make manifest the truth
and love and excellence of the divine
character, and for this reason we must
draw from the living fountain. As the wax
takes the impression of the seal, so the
soul is to take the impression of the Spirit
of God, and retain the moral image of
Christ. We are to become partakers of the
divine nature, realizing in our experience
the vigor and perfection of spiritual life.

We are to look unto Jesus, and by be-
holding him, we are to become changed.
“This is life eternal, that they might
know thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom thou hast sent.” (John
17:3) “He that cometh from above is
above all: he that is of the earth is earthly,
and speaketh of the earth: he that cometh
from heaven is above all.... For he whom
God hath sent speaketh the words of
God: for God giveth not the Spirit by
measure unto him. The Father loveth the
Son, and hath given all things into his
hand. He that believeth on the Son hath
everlasting life: and he that believeth not
the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of
God abideth on him.” (John 3:31, 34-36)

Jesus “came unto his own, and his
own received him not. But as many as
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received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of
God, even to them that believe on his name.” (John 1:11, 12)
Of these the Saviour says, “The Father himself loveth you, be-
cause ye have loved me, and have believed that I came out
from God.” (John 16:27) “O righteous Father, the world hath
not known thee: but I have known thee, and these have known
that thou hast sent me. And I have declared unto them thy
name, and will declare it; that the love wherewith thou hast
loved me may be in them, and [ in them.” (John 17:25, 26)
Christ came to reveal to the world the knowledge of the
character of God, of which the world was destitute. This knowl-
edge was the chief treasure which he committed to his disciples
to be communicated to men. The truth of God had been hidden
beneath a mass of tradition and error. The sacrificial offerings
which had been instituted to teach men concerning the vicarious
atonement of Christ, to teach them that without the shedding of
blood there is no remission of sins, had become to them a stum-
bling-block. All that was spiritual and holy was perverted to
their darkened understanding. They were blinded by pride and
prejudice so that they could not see to the end of that which was
abolished. Jesus came to change the order of things that then ex-
isted, and reveal to them the character of the Father. He drew
aside the veil which concealed his glory from the eyes of mor-
tals, and made manifest to the world the only true and living
God, whom to know aright is life eternal. &5

(Review and Herald, October 25 & November 1, 1892)

Answers to Crossword Puzzle on page 6
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