
2 Peter 1:12

Dear Readers, March 2003

“Grace be to you and peace from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:2) Grace and

peace is what we need in these perilous times. As we look at the situation the world is in today, we can see Bible prophecy

being fulfilled right before our eyes. It is truly an exciting time to live and, at the same time, it is a perilous time to live in.

There are dangers on every side, and it will only get worse, until Christ comes in all His glory, as will be demonstrated in

this issue. There will be no secret rapture to save God’s people from going through hardship. We will go through “great

tribulation” (Revelation 7:14), yet God will save us through it all. “A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at

thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee.” (Psalms 91:7) The only way we can have peace through these times is by

knowing God’s love, and trusting completely in His care. May God be with you, and may you walk with God.

Wars and Rumors of Wars: Is it the End?
Written by Martin Bledsoe with contributions by Lynnford Beachy

Today the air is filled with rumors of wars. Everyone

is talking about the possible conflict with Iraq, and the in-

creasingly volatile relations with North Korea. Some

think that a war with Iraq is inevitable; others feel that ne-

gotiations can resolve the differences. One thing is cer-

tain, if there is a war there will be many lives lost, and it

will lead to higher tensions between the world’s Muslim

community and the United States of America. This will,

in return, raise the threat of terrorism to a level not before

seen in this nation. Many are preparing for this possibility

by stocking up on food and other goods. The stores are

selling out of duct tape and window plastic, as people at-

tempt to isolate their homes from a potential attack that

may involve biological and chemical weapons. Many are

wondering if this is indeed the beginning of the end. Is it?

Is a world in conflict the last sign given before the return

of Jesus Christ? What does the Bible say about all of

these things? These are just some of the questions we

would like to examine today.

Are Wars an Identifying Sign of the End?

In his Olivet sermon, Jesus spoke of signs to look for

as we near the end of the age, and He did, indeed, speak of

wars; but what He actually said is a bit different from

what many would think. He said, “And when ye shall

hear of wars and rumours of wars, be ye not troubled: for

such things must needs be; but the end shall not be yet.”

(Mark 13:7)

Jesus tells us not to let wars and rumors of wars alarm

us, because these things must occur. Our hope for peace is

not in this world. Jesus has warned us that we will have

tribulations in this world, and if we are true to Him we

cannot escape that. (2 Timothy 3:12) But what Jesus has

promised us is peace within, peace in our hearts knowing

that we have been reconciled to God, and that if we lose

our life in war or conflict, or by some dreaded disease,

there is a resurrection; a blessed hope for those who over-

come this world.

Jesus reassures us, “These things I have spoken unto

you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall

have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome

the world.” (John 16:33)

What is the Sign of the End?

If war is not the sign that the end is here, then what is?

What should we look for?

The Thessalonians were anxious; someone had led

them to believe that the second coming of Christ was at
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hand. There may have been a war, or some “sign” in the

heavens, or some misinterpreted prophecy, that had led

some to believe the end was near. Paul wrote to these

Christians and admonished them not to be “soon shaken

in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor

by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.”

(2 Thessalonians 2:2) Paul told them not to be troubled,

because the end was not yet here. Paul had already

warned them what had to take place before Jesus would

come. Do you think “conflict” was a sign that Paul

warned them of? NO, just the opposite!

Paul wrote, “For yourselves know perfectly that the

day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For

when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden de-

struction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman

with child; and they shall not escape.” (1 Thessalonians

5:2, 3)

It wasn’t war that Paul said to watch for, but when the

world thinks that it has found “peace and safety,” that is

when the Lord will return. There will be a false hope that

the world will accept with open arms; there will be some-

one who will be offering up a strong delusion under the

name of “peace.” Paul even mentioned this person in his

letter to the Thessalonians when he wrote, “Let no man

deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come,

except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin

be revealed, the son of perdition; Who opposeth and

exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is

worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of

God, shewing himself that he is God.” (2 Thessalonians

2:3, 4)

It is through this person that Paul recognizes as “the

son of perdition” that the false hope of peace comes. This

person will disregard the clear teachings of the Word of

God, and preach a man-made utopia here on earth. The

way to this “universal peace” is through the destruction

of those who oppose him and will not submit to his

government. It is the rule of this person that is ended by

the coming of Jesus Christ.

This prophecy is recorded in the eighth chapter of

Daniel. It says, “And through his policy also he shall

cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify

himself in his heart, and by peace shall destroy many: he

shall also stand up against the Prince of princes; but he

shall be broken without hand.” (Daniel 8:25) Notice it

says that “by peace” he “shall destroy many.” In his

attempt to achieve peace, he shall destroy many people.

The people he wishes to destroy are those who refuse to

accept the mark of the beast. The Bible says, “And he had

power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the im-

age of the beast should both speak, and cause that as

many as would not worship the image of the beast should

be killed.” (Revelations 13:15)

Who is it that will cause those who oppose him to be

put to death? Who exalts himself above all that is called

God? Who is this person that the Bible teaches the world

will turn to in search of peace? It is not Jesus Christ, but

rather it is the anti-Christ.

The Bible Identifies the Antichrist

Daniel chapter seven describes this person as the “lit-

tle horn.” It is the little horn that Daniel says persecutes

the children of God, who speaks against the true God and

reigns until the judgment.

Let’s read it. It says, “And of the ten horns that were in

his head, and of the other which came up, and before

whom three fell; even of that horn that had eyes, and a

mouth that spake very great things, whose look was more

stout than his fellows. I beheld, and the same horn made

war with the saints, and prevailed against them; Until the

Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the

saints of the most High; and the time came that the saints

possessed the kingdom.” (Daniel 7:20-22)

What do we know of this little horn? He rises out of the

head of the fourth beast. The four beasts of Daniel seven

represent the four empires of history, which existed from

Daniel’s time to the end. (See Daniel 7:17.) The first king-

dom was Babylon, which was followed by Medo-Persia.

(Daniel 8:20) The third kingdom was Greece. (Daniel

8:21) Greece was then conquered by the Roman Empire,

which began to control the known world around 180 BC.

(Luke 2:1) Out of the head of the Roman Empire was then

found 10 horns. (Daniel 7:7) These horns represent ten

kings. (Revelation 17:12) Like the vision of Daniel two

these horns represent the division of the Roman Empire.

Pagan Rome fell and was divided into these 10 kingdoms

in 476 AD: the Alamannis (Germany), the Visigoths

(Spain), the Franks (France), The Sueves (Portugal),

Burgundians (Switzerland), Anglo Saxons (England),

Lombards (Italy), the Ostrogoths, the Vandals and the

Herulis. [For a more detailed study on these kingdoms de-

scribed in Daniel and Revelation, please contact us and re-

quest the booklet entitled, A Time to Choose.]

Daniel then tells us that from the midst of these 10

kingdoms a little horn will rise and will pluck up three of

the original 10 horns. (Daniel 7:8) We know the entity

that is called the “little horn”’ came after the division and

we know that 7 of these 10 nations still exist today. So if

we find what destroyed the missing three, we will know

who the “little horn”’ is. The three kingdoms that are

missing are the three that opposed the Trinity doctrine,

which is the foundation of the Orthodox Catholic faith.
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These three nations rejected the official religion of the

empire and they were therefore annihilated for it. The

Herulis (493 AD), the Vandals (534 AD) and the

Ostrogoths (538 AD) were all “plucked up” for their re-

jection of the Pope. With the fall of the Ostrogoths, in 538

AD, the Roman Catholic institution was left free to exer-

cise civil power over her subjects.

One historian wrote, “AD 538 [was] the year when the

Ostrogoths collapsed. It was out of the smoking ruins of

the western Roman Empire and after the overthrow of the

three Arian kingdoms that the pope of Rome emerged as

the most important single individual in the West, the head

of a closely organized church with a carefully defined

creed and with vast potential for political influence.

Dozens of writers have pointed out that the real survivor

of the ancient Roman Empire was the Church of Rome.”

(E. G. McKenzie, Catholic Church, page 14)

Now let’s look at the characteristics of this entity and

see if the Roman Catholic Church fits every aspect of the

description provided by Daniel. Daniel 7:21, tells us that

he will make war with the saints, and shall prevail against

them. Daniel 7:25 tells us that the saints shall be “given

into his hands for a time and times and the dividing of

time.” We also see that this entity will speak against

(blaspheme) the “Most High” and “think to change times

and law.” (Daniel 7:25)

Did the Church of Rome rule for “A time and times

and dividing [a half] of time”? Yes it did! First, let’s es-

tablish what is meant by this phrase. Here a time means a

“year.” So a year plus two years (times) plus a divided

year (a half) is 3 ½ years. (See John Gill’s Commentary

on Daniel 7:25.) This is the same period given by John in

Revelation 12:6, 14, & 13:5. So, 3 1/2 years, or 42

months, which is 1260 prophetic days, is the time period.

So if we remember that in symbolic prophecy God has

“appointed thee each day for a year” (Ezekiel 4:6), we

can clearly see that Papal Rome was given its civil power

for 1260 years. If we begin to count from the time that the

Church of Rome gained full control, with the destruction

of the Ostrogoths in 538 AD, and add 1260 years, we

come to the year 1798. Was civil authority removed from

the papal seat at this time? Yes! On February 10th, 1798,

the French general, Berthier, took Pope Pius VI captive,

thus, for a time, ending the civil reign of antichrist. Reve-

lation declares, “He that leadeth into captivity shall go

into captivity.” This move inflicted the deadly head

wound of Revelation 13:3.

Saints Persecuted

During this 1260-year period, were the true followers

of God persecuted as prophesied by Daniel?

One historian wrote, “The Church of Rome has shed

more innocent blood than any other institution that has

ever existed among mankind, [which] will be questioned

by no Protestant who has a complete knowledge of his-

tory.” (William E. H. Lecky, History of the Rise and In-

fluence of the Spirit of Rationalism in Europe, Vol. II,

pages 35, 37)

The conservative estimates are that the Roman Catho-

lic Church killed around 50 million people, but some

reckon that it is closer to 150 million. Who, with any

knowledge of the persecutions of the Waldenses, the rav-

ages of the Duke of Alva, the fires of Smithfield, the tor-

tures of Goa, the crusades, the massacres, and the

inquisitions could doubt that Papal Rome made war with

the saints and prevailed against them?

Does the Roman Church “speak against,” or blas-

pheme the Most High? One of the clearest forms of blas-

pheme is for a man to pretend to be God. Does the Pope

claim god-hood?

Pope Nicholas I said, “I am all in all and above all, so

that God himself, and I, the Vicar of God, hath both one

consistory, and I am able to do almost all that God can

do… Wherefore, if those things that I do be said not to be

done of man, but of God, what can you make me but

God?… I then, being above all prelates, seem by this rea-

son to be above all gods. Wherefore, no marvel if it be in

my power to dispense with all things, yea, with the pre-

cepts of Christ.” (See Decret. Par. Distinct 96 Ch. 7 Edit

Lugd. 1661, quoted on page 15 of Romanism and the Ref-

ormation, by H. Grattan Guinness)

It is almost as if Pope Nicholas I was quoting

2 Thessalonians 2:4, and applying it to himself! There are

dozens of historic quotes that show that the papacy thinks

that it holds the place of God Almighty on earth. But the

above will suffice for now.

Now we ask, Does the Church of Rome think to

change “times and laws”? Which law would this be refer-

ring to? Of course, the law of the Most High; it is no

strange thing to change the laws of man. So, does the

Church of Rome claim to be able to change the law of

God? Especially the fourth commandment that deals with

time?

Catholics claim, “The Pope has the power to change

times, to abrogate laws, and to dispense with all things,

even the precepts of Christ… The Pope has the authority

and often exercised it, to dispense with the command of

Christ.” (Decrito de Translit Episcop Cap)

They also claim, “The Pope can modify divine law.”

Ferraris’ Ecclesiastical Dictionary, Article: “The Pope”)

Pope Innocent III said, “We may according to the full-

ness of our power, dispose of the law and dispense above
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the law. Those whom the Pope of Rome doth separate, it

is not a man that separates them but God. For the Pope

holdeth place on earth, not simply of a man but of the true

God.” (Decretales Domini Gregori IX Translatione

Episcoporum, chapter 3)

A prominent Catholic Catechism boldly admits:
Q. Which is the Sabbath day?

A. Saturday is the Sabbath day.

Q. Why do we observe Sunday instead of Saturday?

A. We observe Sunday instead of Saturday because the

Catholic church, in the counsel of Laodicea (336 A.D.)

transferred the solemnity from Saturday to Sunday. (The

Convert’s Catechism of Catholic Doctrine, by Peter

Geirman, Second Edition, page 50)

The little horn of Daniel is also described in the thir-

teenth chapter of the book of Revelation under the title of

the beast. The following is a six-point comparison be-

tween the two descriptions:
1. The little horn was a blasphemous power. “He shall

speak great words against the Most High.” (Daniel 7:25)

The leopard beast of Revelation 13:6 does the same. “He

opened his mouth in blasphemy against God.”

2. The little horn made war with the saints, and pre-

vailed against them. Daniel 7:21. This beast also (Revela-

tion 13:7) makes war with the saints, and overcomes them.

3. The little horn had a mouth speaking great things.

(Daniel 7:8, 20) And of this beast we read, Revelation

13:5: “And there was given unto him a mouth speaking

great things and blasphemies.”

4. The little horn arose on the cessation of the pagan

form of the Roman Empire. The beast of Revelation 13:2

arises at the same time; for the dragon, pagan Rome, gives

him his power, his seat, and great authority.

5. Power was given to the little horn to continue for a

time, times, and the dividing of time, or 1260 years. (Dan-

iel 7:25) To this beast also power was given for forty-two

months, or 1260 years. (Revelation 13:5)

6. At the end of that specified period, the dominion of

the little horn was to be taken away. (Daniel 7:26) At the

end of the same period, the leopard beast was himself to be

“led into captivity.” (Revelation 13:10) Both these specifi-

cations were fulfilled in the captivity and exile of the pope,

and the temporary overthrow of the papacy by France in

1798. (Uriah Smith, Daniel and the Revelation, page 562)

Healing of the Deadly Wound

Many people thought, with the overthrow by France,

that the papacy would cease to be a political entity, but

those who thought such were badly mistaken. The Bible

had already foretold that this deadly wound would be

healed. (Revelation 13:12) When was the wound healed,

you may ask? It was healed in 1929 when Italy’s leader,

Mussolini, officially returned the control of the Vatican

to the papacy, making it a state (Vatican City). Thus, it

once again became a church with a state having the ability

to exercise civil powers over its subjects. The 1929

Lateran Treaty was praised by the San Francisco Chroni-

cle with the headline: “Mussolini and [Cardinal] Gaspari

Sign Historic Pact… Heal Wound of Many Years.” (The

San Francisco Chronicle, July 7, 1929)

The San Francisco Chronicle headline almost

quoted the very words of John. The agreement signed 74

years ago by Benito Mussolini and Cardinal Gaspari, on

behalf of the King Victor Emmanuel III and Pope Pius

XI, restored the full diplomatic and political power of

the Holy See of Rome. And today, all the world indeed

“wonders” at the revived power of the Roman Catholic

Church, the epitome of church and state combined and a

major player in global politics. Pope Pius XI commented

on the concordat, and his restored power, in the first ten

paragraphs of his encyclical “Quinquagesimo Ante,”

which is available online at: www.ewtn.com/library/

encyc/p11quinq.htm.

Peace and Safety: The Goal of Rome

Recently another news article appeared echoing the

same sentiments.

ROME (AP)—Pope John Paul II made a historic speech

to Italy’s parliament Thursday, urging Italians to work for

world peace, uphold their Christian values and have more

babies. The visit—the first time a pope has appeared be-

fore the Italian parliament—underscored the warmth that

the country feels for the Polish-born John Paul, the first

non-Italian pontiff in 455 years. It also showed Italy and

the Roman Catholic Church have healed wounds that a

century ago prompted popes to call themselves “prison-

ers” of the Vatican rather than accept Italy’s government

as legitimate. (Excerpt from an article by Nicole Winfield,

Associated Press, November 14, 2002, available online at:

ap.tbo.com/ap/breaking/MGA46E51J8D.html)

What was the papacy urging the Italians to seek after?

World peace, utopia on earth! The stated goal and prayer

of John Paul is world peace. There is nothing wrong with

wanting world peace, but we Christians know that that

world peace can only happen when Jesus personally co-

mes and sets up His kingdom. [This kingdom will not be

located on this earth until after the millennium. For more

details request the tract entitled, “The Millennium.”] This

is not what the pope is talking about. He isn’t teaching

world peace through the coming of Jesus Christ, but

rather “peace” through the setting up of the millennial

kingdom on earth. Who will reign in this kingdom if Je-

sus is still in heaven? Of course, the “viceregent” of

Christ, the pope, or a false Christ come to impersonate

Christ’s second coming in a manner different from how
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Christ explained when He said, “as the

lightning cometh out of the east, and

shineth even unto the west; so shall also

the coming of the Son of man be.” (Mat-

thew 24:27)

Every attempt by man at world peace

has failed. NATO was created for this

very purpose and it couldn’t bring peace.

The United Nations was formed; and still

today there is no peace. The only way

there can be peace is if God reigns and, to the Church of

Rome, the pope is God in the flesh. Where are the nations

beginning to look for peace? They are looking more and

more to one man.

Just recently the Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tariq

Aziz requested to meet with Pope John Paul in hopes that

the leader of billions will bring peace. The pope agreed to

meet with him, and Aziz arrived at the Vatican on Thurs-

day, February 13, 2003, and met with the pope the next

morning. “The pope and Aziz met briefly in the library of

the pontiff’s private apartment Friday… Aziz’s Vatican

visit included meeting the secretary of state, Cardinal

Angelo Sodano and the Vatican foreign minister, Arch-

bishop Jean-Luis Tauran.” (CNN article: “Pope urges

Iraq’s Aziz to comply,” February 14, 2003, available on-

line at: www.cnn.com/2003/WORLD/meast/02/14/sprj.

irq.aziz.pope.)

Aziz made a striking statement concerning the reason

for his visit to the Vatican. He said, “First of all we are

very keen about the importance of the moral influence of

the Holy Father when he asks for peace, and he refuses

war,… This is very important for international public

opinion.” (Ibid.)

The international community is beginning to look for

the guidance and influence of the pope to settle political

problems. This is especially noteworthy coming from

Iraq, which is primarily a Muslim country, since Mus-

lims, in general, dislike Christians. This did not seem to

stop Aziz in his quest for peace. He said, “‘The Holy Fa-

ther and Vatican and the believers in God, Muslims and

Christians, are trying their best to stop this aggression,…

We have to discuss how to continue the work in that di-

rection and mobilise [sic] all the forces of good against

the forces of evil.” (Ibid.) The Muslim world seems will-

ing to unite with the pope in order to work together to

achieve peace.

On Tuesday, February 11, the Associated Press re-

ported that Cardinal Roger Etchegaray, a Frenchman who

has carried out numerous delicate papal missions before,

was due to meet the Iraqi leader. The report said, “A Vati-

can envoy arrived in Baghdad Tuesday on a mission for

peace and said he would deliver a ‘per-

sonal message’ from Pope John Paul II to

Iraq President Saddam Hussein…

Etchegaray said the pope is ‘trying to push

to the extreme limit, in favor of peace, a

peace which is so precarious and so frag-

ile.’” (CNN article: “Envoy takes pope’s

message to Iraq,” February 11, 2003,

available online at: www.cnn.com/2003/

WORLD/meast/02/11/ sprj.irq.vatican.)

Commenting on the possible war on Iraq Pope John

Paul said, “‘No to war! War is not always inevitable. It is

always a defeat for humanity,… War is never just another

means that one can choose to employ for settling differ-

ences between nations.’ He said international law and di-

plomacy were the only worthy means to resolve

differences.” (CNN article: “Pope condemns any war on

Iraq,” January 13, 2003, available online at: www.cnn.

com/2003/WORLD/europe/01/13/sproject.irq.pope)

The papacy is be-

coming more and more

vocal on political issues

that concern the world,

and the nations of the

world are becoming in-

creasingly more willing

to listen, as demon-

strated by U.N. Secre-

tary-General Kofi

Annan’s recent visit to

the Vatican. Annan ar-

rived in Rome on Feb-

ruary 17, 2003. “Annan

was scheduled to meet

with the Vatican’s sec-

retary of state, Cardinal Angelo Sodano, who is second in

authority after Pope John Paul II. The purpose of that visit

has not been made public…” (CNN article: “Annan

warns Iraq to cooperate fast,” February 18, 2003, avail-

able online at: www.cnn.com/2003/WORLD/meast/02/

18/sprj.irq.annan)

The pope has been given a seat within the United Na-

tions, and has repeatedly addressed the leaders of the na-

tions. He has a great deal of influence at the UN,

considering the Vatican’s official “‘non-member state’

permanent observer” status. (For an explanation of this

status, see www.population-security.org/crlp-94-07.htm.)

The pope has continually been in favor of international

laws and treatises that work to pull the world under one

universal government. Truly, the world is wondering af-

ter the beast whose deadly wound has been healed. Please
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do not think that the government of the United States is

immune from this.

About two years ago President Bush and seven Catho-

lic cardinals presided over the grand opening of the Pope

John Paul II Cultural Center in Washington. Here is an

excerpt from an article on this event, reported by the

Catholic News Service.
Detroit Cardinal Adam J. Maida, president of the cen-

ter dedicated to the Catholic faith, told the audience… that

the pope insisted it be located in Washington instead of

any of several other suggested sites,

including Warsaw or Krakow in Po-

land. “He sees Washington, D.C., as

the crossroads of the world,” Cardi-

nal Maida said. “The center’s loca-

tion here will allow it to impact and

shape the many events that transpire

here.”… President [Bush] noted

that the last leader of the Soviet Un-

ion called the pope “the highest

moral authority on earth.”… The

evening before, Bush hosted about

60 bishops and other church leaders

for a reception at the White House.

He said the best way to honor the

pope “is to take his teaching seriously, is to listen to his

words and put his words and teachings into action here in

America.” (Catholic News Service, March 24, 2001, avail-

able online at: www.dio.org/catholictimes/archive/2001/

010401/feature4.htm)

When the nations agree to give their power to the beast

(Revelation 17:17) in hopes of world peace, how will the

papacy deal with those who will not submit? The Bible

says concerning this beast power, “By peace [he] shall

destroy many.” (Daniel 8:25) It has long been the doc-

trine of Rome, that the only true remedy for those who are

“evil” (Rome defines ‘evil persons’ as heretics, who do

not accept papal rule and doctrines) is death.

Peace on His Lips, but War in His Heart

The following four quotes are cited from The Ameri-

can Textbook of Popery which, in turn, quotes from the

Directory for the Inquisitors. (Page numbers listed are for

the Directory.)

He is a heretic who does not believe what the Roman

Hierarchy teaches… A heretic merits the pains of fire…

By the Gospel, the canons, civil law, and custom, heretics

must be burned.—page 164

All defense is denied to heretics.—page 153

For the suspicion alone of heresy, purgation is de-

manded.—page 156

He who is without the church can neither be reconciled

nor saved.—page 144

Noting the Catholic position regarding the persecu-

tion of heretics one Catholic cardinal said,

Experience teaches that there is no other remedy for the

evil, but to put heretics [Protestants] to death; for the

[Romish] church proceeded gradually and tried every

remedy: at first she merely excommunicated them; after-

wards she added a fine; then she banished them; and fi-

nally she was constrained to put them to death. (Cardinal

Bellarmine, famous champion of Romanism, cited by

Schumucker, page 76)

The opinion came to prevail, that

what disease is to the body that heresy

is to the Church, and the most merciful

procedure was to cut off the heretic.

No distinction was made between the

man and the error. The popes were

chiefly responsible for the policy

which acted upon this view. The civil

codes adopted and pronounced death

as the heretic’s “merited reward,”

poena debita. Thomas Aquinas and the

theologians established it by argu-

ments. Bernard Guy expressed the

opinion of his age when he declared

that heresy can be destroyed only

when its advocates are converted or burnt. To extirpate re-

ligious dissent, the fierce tribunal of the Inquisition was

established. The last measure to be resorted to was an or-

ganized crusade, waged under the banner of the pope,

which shed the blood of the mediaeval dissenters without

pity and with as little compunction as the blood of Sara-

cens in the East. (Philip Schaff, History of the Christian

Church, Volume 6, Chapter 10, Section 79)

By the famous bull ad exstirpanda, of 1252, [Pope] In-

nocent IV. authorized torture as a measure for extorting

confessions. The merciless use of this weapon was one of

the most atrocious features of the whole procedure. (Philip

Schaff, History of the Christian Church, Volume 6, Chap-

ter 10, Section 86)

Down to the very close of the Middle Ages, the pages

of history were disfigured by the decrees of popes and syn-

ods, confirming death as the penalty for heresy, and for

persons supposed to be possessed with witchcraft. The

great council of Constance, 1415, did not get away from

this atmosphere, and ordered heretics punished even by

the flames, — puniantur ad ignem. And the bull of Leo X.,

1520, condemning Luther, cursed as heresy the Re-

former’s liberal statement that the burning of heretics is

contrary to the will of the Spirit. (Philip Schaff, History of

the Christian Church, Volume 6, Chapter 10, Section 86)

The stated position of the Catholic Church, as decreed

by her popes, is that anyone who does not believe what

the Roman Catholic Church teaches is a heretic and

Page 6 Study to show thyself approved unto God March 2003

Present Truth

President Bush cutting the ribbon at the
Pope John Paul II Cultural Center

in Washington D.C.

Photo: cdom.org/wtc/wtc_archives/wtc032901/wtc_pages/cover_story2.html



should be put to death. Whenever the Roman Catholic

Church has had the power to carry out this policy, she has

done so unmercifully.

Commenting on the prophecy that the little horn should

“wear out the saints of the Most High,” Barnes says:

Can any one doubt that this is true of the papacy? The

Inquisition, the persecutions of the Waldenses, the ravages

of the Duke of Alva, the fires of Smithfield, the tortures of

Goa,—indeed, the whole history of the papacy, may be ap-

pealed to in proof that this is applicable to that power. If

anything could have worn out the saints of the Most

High,—could have cut them off from the earth so that

evangelical religion would have become extinct,—it

would have been the persecutions of the papal power. In

year 1208 a crusade was proclaimed by Pope Innocent III

against the Waldenses and Albigenses, in which a million

men perished. From the beginning of the order of Jesuits in

the year 1540 to 1580, nine hundred thousand were de-

stroyed. One hundred and fifty thousand perished by the

Inquisition in thirty years. In the Low Countries fifty thou-

sand persons were hanged, beheaded, burned, or buried

alive, for the crime of heresy, within the space of

thirty-eight years from the edict of Charles V against the

Protestants to the peace of Chateau Cambresis in 1559.

Eighteen thousand suffered by the hand of the executioner

in the space of five years and a half, during the administra-

tion of the Duke of Alva. Indeed, the slightest acquain-

tance with the history of the papacy will convince any one

that what is here said of making “war with the saints”

(verse 21), and “wearing out the saints of the Most High”

(verse 25), is strictly applicable to that power, and will ac-

curately describe its history. (Albert Barnes, Notes on

Daniel, page 328, comment on Daniel 7:25)

The Roman Catholic Church has not changed her pol-

icy in regard to heretics. All that has changed is that she

no longer has the civil power to enforce her policies. If

she is given the power again, you can be sure she will ex-

ercise it to the full extent of her power.

The Roman church has never repented of her complicity

with these unchristian acts. On the contrary, she still holds

the principle of persecution in connection with her doctrine

that there is no salvation outside of her bosom. The papal

Syllabus of 1864 expressly condemns, among the errors of

modern times, the doctrine of religious toleration. Leo

XIII., a great admirer of the theology of St. Thomas Aqui-

nas, in his Encyclical of Nov. 1, 1885, “concerning the

Christian constitution of states,” wisely moderates, but reaf-

firms, in substance, the political principles of his predeces-

sor. A revocation would be fatal to the Vatican dogma of

papal infallibility. (Philip Schaff, History of the Christian

Church, Volume 8, Chapter 1, Section 11)

So far as we know, the Roman Catholic Church has

never officially revoked the theory and practice of the

mediaeval popes and councils, but on the contrary the ut-

terances of Pius IX. [pope from 1846-1878] and Leo XIII.

[pope from 1878-1903] show the same spirit of vicious

reprobation for Protestants and their agencies. (Philip

Schaff, History of the Christian Church, Volume 6, Chap-

ter 10, Section 86)

The Bible predicts that the Roman Catholic Church

again will persecute God’s people, with the United States

taking the lead in using the power of the state to “cause

that as many as would not worship the image of the beast

should be killed.” (Revelation 13:15)

The government of the United States is appealing

more and more to religion to solve its problems. Re-

cently, President George Bush told a religious conven-

tion, “I welcome faith to help solve the nation’s deepest

problems.” (CNN article: “Bush talking more about reli-

gion,” February 18, 2003, available online at:

www.cnn.com/2003/ALLPOLITICS/02/18/bush.faith)

Unfortunately, the religion that will be chosen to solve

this nation’s problems will be one instituted by the beast,

and designed to persecute and/or kill all those who refuse

to receive the mark of the beast as prophesied in Revela-

tion 13. This beast power will be destroyed by the bright-

ness of Christ’s coming. (2 Thessalonians 2:8)

Conclusion

Why did Jesus say “wars and rumors of wars” must

happen? (Mark 13:7) I think it is because these tribula-

tions cause men to seek for peace. In your search, you can

either turn to the God of heaven and receive inner peace,

and one day a never-ending kingdom, or you can turn

from the truth and look to a man with peace on his lips

and war in his heart, and be damned. One day the world

will view those who are willing to obey God rather than

men as heretics and enemies of peace. The professed

Christians everywhere will have to make a decision: to be

faithful to God and be hated by all men, and have a death

penalty looming over them, or to obey the false Messiah

and enjoy a short season of sin. I hope we all decide to be

faithful to God unto the end, because if we are, we will re-

ceive a crown of life and live forever in kingdom where

true peace will be known. I will close with the following

words: “And when ye shall hear of wars and rumours of

wars, be ye not troubled: for such things must needs be;

but the end shall not be yet.” (Mark 13:7) “When they

shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction com-

eth upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and

they shall not escape.” (1 Thessalonians 5:3) �

(Brother Martin Bledsoe writes from his home in Kentucky. If
you would like to contact Martin, you can write him at PO
Box 1171, Evarts, Kentucky 40828. His e-mail address is:
Martinthezman@hotmail.com. Editor)
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Something for the Young at Heart
We would like to give you an interesting and easy way to study the Bible, so we are including a crossword puzzle for you.

Try it and see what you think. If you have any suggestions, please let us know. In order to maintain the flow of the study, this
crossword puzzle is not split into Across and Down sections—Across or Down is indicated at the end of each line.

Christ Fulfilling the Psalms (Part 1)
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� Jesus said, “All things must be ____” that were written in
the psalms concerning Him. Luke 24:44—15 Down

� The LORD said, “This day have I ____ thee.” Psalm
2:7—12 Across

� Paul applied this Psalm to ____. Acts 13:33—21 Down

�David wrote, “Thou wilt not leave my ____ in hell.” Psalm
16:10—18 Across

� Paul said this verse refers to the ____ of Christ.” Acts
2:31—10 Across

�David wrote, “I called upon the Lord… Then the earth
____.” Psalm 18:6, 7—19 Across

�Right before Christ died, He cried out to God and then the
earth did ____. Matthew 27:50, 51—13 Down

� The Psalms foretold that God would come down and
make ____ His secret place. Psalm 18:9-11—5 Down

� At Christ’s death there was darkness over all the ____.
Matthew 27:45—4 Across

� Psalm 22 says, “My God, My God, why hast thou ____
me?” Psalm 22:1—11 Down

� Jesus cried these same words with a ____ voice. Mat-
thew 27:46—16 Down

�Mockers said, “He ____ on the Lord that he would deliver
him.” Psalm 22:7, 8—14 Across

� Priests and scribes said of Jesus, “He trusted in God; let
him ____ him now.” Matthew 27:43—8 Down

� The Psalms say, “They ____ my hands and my feet.”
Psalm 22:16—22 Across

� The Son of God was ____. Luke 23:33—25 Across

� The Psalms say, “They ____ my garments among them.”
Psalm 22:18—1 Down

�When they crucified Christ they ____ his garments. Mat-
thew 27:35—7 Across

� The Psalms say “He keepeth all His ____: not one of
them is broken.” Psalm 34:20—24 Across

� This ____ was fulfilled by the life and death of the Son of
God. John 19:32-36—3 Down

� The Psalms say false witnesses “laid to my charge things
that I ____ not.” Psalm 35:11—20 Across

� There ____ certain people who bore false witness
against Christ. Mark 14:57, 58—17 Across

� The Psalms say that there are people that “____ me with-
out a cause.” Psalm 35:19—6 Down

� Jesus said this scripture was fulfilled because the world
hated both Him and His ____. John 15:24, 25—2 Down

� The Lord said, “Lo I ____.” Psalm 40:6-8—23 Down

� This Scripture was fulfilled when Christ came into the
____. Hebrews 10:5-7—9 Down

Answers are on page 12



Fearfully and Wonderfully Made (Part 14)Fearfully and Wonderfully Made (Part 14)
by George McDaniel

(This is the fourteenth in a series of health articles that are
designed to help you gain a deeper appreciation for God’s
amazing handiwork of the human body and a better under-
standing of how it works and how it can be better maintained
by simple methods. George McDaniel is my father-in-law,
and has been a registered nurse for many years, which,
along with much research, has taught him many useful
health principles. I pray that you are being blessed by these
articles. Editor)

Sunlight - 2

Before one can address the many benefits to be de-

rived from sunlight, it seems necessary to address the

greatest fear of many people: Sunlight and its effect on

aging of the skin and skin cancer.

Many people today think that even a moderate

amount of sunlight is dangerous to the skin; that it will

cause premature aging of the skin and skin cancer.

There is evidence to support this belief. However, as

will be seen, the safety of sunlight is closely related to

nutrition. If one does not have a proper diet, sunlight

will have a harmful effect on the skin. Exposure to sun-

light is dangerous for those on a refined, high-fat, diet.

Those on this type of diet should stay out of the sun and

protect themselves from it. At the same time, they will

suffer the consequences of both the high-fat, refined

food diet and the deficiency of sunlight.

The culprit involved in the damage to the skin is

called a free radical. Briefly defined, this is an atom or

molecule that has lost an electron. Polyunsaturated fat,

in the presence of oxygen, will form free radicals. This

is what happens when fats or oils exposed to air turn

rancid. This process is accelerated by sunlight. There

are three classifications of fat: unsaturated, which are

mainly of animal origin and are solid at room tempera-

ture, monounsaturated, such as olive and canola oil,

and polyunsaturated, such as oil from corn, soybean

and safflower. These latter have been regarded as

healthful and have been promoted heavily.

Polyunsaturated fats seem to be the main contribu-

tor to free radical formation. Free radicals react abnor-

mally with almost anything close by and can damage

every system in the body. This damage to nerves,

glands, antibody and enzyme producing tissues help

produce the degenerating effects of old age.

Sunlight, oxygen and polyunsaturated fats all seem

to play a part in the aging process. Then should we stay

out of the sun, avoid deep breathing and polyunsatu-

rated fats to delay the aging process? Fortunately, there

is a better way.

The polyunsaturated oils most used today are in the

form of refined oils and not in the natural foods that

contain these fats. Certain vitamins and minerals that

prevent free radical formation are present in abun-

dance in the natural foods. These are removed when

the food is refined. For example, when oil is removed

from the soybean, wheat, corn or peanut, it is totally

lacking in the vitamins and minerals that would ac-

company it if the whole food were eaten.

The vitamins and minerals that protect the oil from

free radical formation are called antioxidants. Some an-

tioxidants are Vitamins C and E, carotene, and sele-

nium. There are many others less commonly known

such as proanthocyanidins and alpha lipoic acid. People

whose tissues are saturated with vitamin C are in a good

position to avoid free radical formation and accelerated

tissue aging. This takes a minimum of 800-1000 mg. of

vitamin C per day to accomplish. In order to get this

from the diet, one must eat abundantly of fresh raw

fruits and vegetables. Good sources are citrus fruits,

strawberries, kiwi fruit, mangoes, tomatoes, bell pep-

pers and dark green leafy vegetables.

If you want to prevent premature aging, not only of

the skin but of the whole body, eat a good natural diet

rich in antioxidants. Limit, or, better yet, totally avoid,

refined foods, including refined polyunsaturated oils.

Enjoy sunlight. If the tissues are full of the necessary

elements from the diet, sunlight can bring a healthy

glow and at the same time keep the skin soft and flexi-

ble. Be sure, however, to avoid burning the skin.

Many experiments have been done with animals

that show that ultraviolet light is a factor in producing

skin cancer. Also, races of people with darker skin get

less skin cancer than lighter-skinned races. Among the

lighter-skinned races those who are exposed to the sun

more get more skin cancer. Skin cancer occurs more

often on the areas of the body more exposed to sun-

light, such as the head, neck, hands and arms. When all

this information is considered, it can’t be doubted that

excessive sunlight is a factor in causing skin cancer.

Just how the sun causes skin cancer is not known. It

probably has some relationship to the formation of free
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radicals, just as with skin aging. Burning of the skin

causes free radicals to form. It is the free radicals that

cause the damage. If free radical formation can be pre-

vented, sunburning will be significantly reduced.

Diet is another factor in the formation, not only of

skin cancer but other kinds such as breast and colon

cancer. Increasing the calories in the diet of experi-

mental animals causes an increase in the amount of

cancer. Diets with equal calories but more fat also

cause an increase in cancer. Polyunsaturated fat causes

more cancer than saturated fat.

Cells obtain their energy from the metabolism of glu-

cose, and in some cases, fat, into carbon dioxide and wa-

ter. This process takes place in small structures inside

the cells called mitochondria. Oxygen is necessary for

the conversion of glucose completely to carbon dioxide

and water. The first phase of this process changes glu-

cose to lactic acid. No oxygen is required for this and a

small amount of energy is produced. Cancer cells have

lost their ability to use oxygen to completely metabolize

glucose. They can only obtain the small amount of en-

ergy that is produced by changing glucose to lactic acid.

Cells need more energy than this to maintain normal in-

ternal structures and functions. Cancer cells are thus un-

able to maintain the normal cell structure and function.

Normal cells communicate with one another and are

able to stop abnormal cell division and wild growth.

Cancer cells have lost this ability and so grow un-

checked.

The mitochondria of cells are filled with fine mem-

branes that are rich in polyunsaturated fats. Anything

that interferes with the use of oxygen in these struc-

tures can cause a cell to become cancerous. Free radi-

cals can damage the mitochondria.

Another product that can damage the mitochondria

is called trans fat. A molecule of polyunsaturated fatty

acid, as it naturally occurs, is shaped like a U. This

u-shape is incorporated into the membranes of cells

and mitochondria as part of the structure. This natural

fat is called a cis fat. Cis and trans are two Latin terms.

Cis means “on the same side.” Trans means “on the

other side.” Trans fats are formed by adding hydrogen

to the unsaturated areas of the molecule. This changes

the structure from u-shaped to straight. Trans fats are

also called “partially hydrogenated fats.” Most marga-

rine and solid vegetable shortening contain a large per-

cent of trans fats. When we eat a diet high in trans fat,

the body tries to use it. When the body uses trans fat in

the cell membranes, while the blueprint calls for cis fat,

the membrane is not going to be very good. There may

be holes in the membrane that allow harmful sub-

stances into the cell. For instance, in a normal cell with

an intact membrane, sodium is in very low concentra-

tion inside the cell and potassium is in high concentra-

tion. Outside the cell the reverse is true. The cell has to

actively pump the sodium out of the cell and the potas-

sium in. If there are holes in the cell membrane, the cell

has to work extra hard to move out the excess sodium.

The mitochondria become swollen and their function

is inhibited. They become unable to use oxygen, so the

cell can become cancerous.

Another factor involved in the development of can-

cer is how well the immune system functions. Nor-

mally, the immune system recognizes a defective cell

and destroys it. The only way for cancer to become es-

tablished is to have a depressed immune system. Poly-

unsaturated fat inhibits the immune system.

Also, when the skin receives enough ultraviolet

light to become burned, a substance called prostaglan-

din E is produced from one of the fatty acids in the

skin. This substance contributes to the inflammation. It

also suppresses the immune system.

An interesting fact is that while sunlight appears to

increase the amount of skin cancer, it seems to de-

crease the amount of internal cancers. Tests on rabbits

and mice showed that the more ultraviolet light they re-

ceived, the less internal cancer they developed. A

study done involving the U.S. Navy showed a high in-

cidence of skin cancer, but a less than average amount

of other cancers. This should be expected, since sun-

light stimulates the immune system and increases the

use of oxygen in the tissues.

From the foregoing information, we can see that the

bad reputation the sun has is undeserved. It is not a

moderate amount of sunlight, of itself, that is so harm-

ful, but the diet most people eat. In order to avoid prob-

lems with exposure to sunlight, eat a diet rich in

antioxidants. This means fruits, vegetables and seeds

in a whole, natural condition, as fresh as possible.

Avoid refined foods, especially refined and partially

hydrogenated oils and fats. Also avoid alcohol and cig-

arettes as these are high in free radicals. Use modera-

tion in exposing yourself to the sun.

This article has brought out some of the negative as-

pects of sunlight. In the next article, I hope to provide

more positive information about the benefits of sun-

light. �
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Lessons on Faith (Part 6)
by Alonzo T. Jones

The knowledge of what the Scripture means when

urging upon us the necessity of cultivating faith is more

important than any other knowledge that can be ob-

tained.

Faith is the expecting the word of God to do the thing

which that word speaks and the depending upon the word

only to accomplish the thing which that word speaks.

Abraham is the father of all them which be of faith.

The record of Abraham, then, gives instruction in

faith—what it is and what it does for him who has it.

What shall we say, then, that Abraham our father, as

pertaining to the faith, has found? What saith the Scrip-

ture?

When Abram was more than eighty years old and

Sarai his wife was old and he had no child, God “brought

him forth abroad and said, Look now toward heaven, and

tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said

unto him, So shall thy seed be. And [Abram] believed in

the Lord; and he counted it to him for righteousness.”

(Genesis 15:5, 6) Abram accepted the word of God and

expected by the word what the word said. And in that he

was right.

Sarai, however, did not put her expectation upon the

word of God only. She resorted to a device of her own to

bring forth seed. She said to him, “The Lord hath re-

strained me from bearing: I pray thee, go in unto my

maid; it may be that I may obtain children by her.” (Gen-

esis 16:2)

Abram, for the moment, swerved from the perfect in-

tegrity of faith. Instead of holding fast his expectation

and dependence upon the word of God only, he “hear-

kened to the voice of Sarai.” (Genesis 16:2)

Accordingly, a child was born, but the whole matter

proved to be so unsatisfactory to Sarai that she repudiated

her own arrangement. And God showed His repudiation

of it by totally ignoring the fact that any child had been

born. He changed Abram’s name to Abraham and contin-

ued to talk about making him the father of nations through

the seed promised and of making his covenant with Abra-

ham and the seed that was promised. He also changed

Sarai’s name to Sarah, because she should “be a mother of

nations” (Genesis 17:16) through the promised seed.

Abraham noticed this total ignoring of the child that

had been born and called the Lord’s attention to it, say-

ing, “O, that Ishmael might live before thee!”

But “God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son in-

deed, and thou shalt call his name Isaac, and I will

establish my covenant with him for an everlasting cove-

nant and with his seed after him. And as for Ishmael, I

have heard thee: behold, I have blessed him, and will

make him fruitful and will multiply him exceedingly;

twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great

nation. But my covenant will I establish with Isaac,

which Sarah shall bear unto thee at this set time in the

next year.” (Genesis 17:15-21)

By all this both Abram and Sarai were taught that, in

carrying out the promise, the fulfilling of the word of

God, nothing would answer but dependence upon that

word only. Sarai learned that her device brought only

trouble and perplexity and delayed the fulfillment of the

promise. Abram learned that in hearkening to the voice

of Sarai, he had missed the word of God, and that now he

must abandon that whole scheme and turn again to the

word of God only.

But now Abraham was ninety-nine years old and Sa-

rah was eighty-nine. And, if anything, this seemed to put

farther off than ever the fulfillment of the word and

called for a deeper dependence upon the word of God—a

greater faith than before.

It was perfectly plain that now there was no possibil-

ity of dependence upon anything whatever, but the na-

ked word only; they were shut up absolutely to this for

the accomplishment of what the word said. All works,

devices, plans, and efforts of their own were excluded,

and they were shut up to faith alone—shut up to the word

alone and to absolute dependence upon that word only

for the accomplishment of what that word said.

And now that the way was clear for “the word only” to

work, that word did work, effectually, and the promised

“seed” was born. And so “through faith,” through help-

less, total dependence upon the word only—“Sarah her-

self received strength to conceive seed and was delivered

of a child when she was past age, because she judged him

faithful who had promised. [And] therefore sprang there

even of one, and him as good as dead, so many as the stars

of the sky in multitude, and as the sand which is by the

seashore innumerable.” (Hebrews 11:11, 12)

And thus was fulfilled the word spoken to Abram,

when God “brought him forth abroad, and said, Look

now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to

number them… So shall thy seed be.” (Genesis 15:5)

This is a divine lesson in faith. And this is what the

Scripture means when urging upon us the necessity of

cultivating faith. For this was imputed to Abraham for
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righteousness, even the righteousness of God, which is

by faith.

Yet “it was not written for his sake alone, that it was

imputed to him, but for us also, to whom it shall be im-

puted, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord

from the dead, who was delivered for our offenses and

was raised again for our justification.” (Romans

4:23-25)

And all “they which be of faith are blessed with faith-

ful Abraham.” (Galatians 3:9) All they who, exclud-

ing—yea, repudiating—all works, plans, devices, and

efforts, of their own, depend in utter helplessness upon

the word of God only to accomplish what that word

says—these are they which be of faith and are blessed

with faithful Abraham with the righteousness of God.

O, understanding how to exercise faith: this is the sci-

ence of the gospel! And the science of the gospel is the

science of sciences. Who would not strain every nerve to

understand it? �
(This article was first printed in the January 24, 1899 issue
of The Review and Herald. It is also found on pages 25-28 of
the book Lessons on Faith by A. T. Jones and E. J.
Waggoner. I did some minor editing and added some verse
references that were left out in the original. Editor)
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