
2 Peter 1:12

Dear Readers, November 2002

“Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord.” (2 Peter 1:2) I
pray that this issue of Present Truth will help you to truly have grace and peace, which come through knowing God
and His Son Jesus Christ. The first three articles in this issue go together, and were originally written as one article,
but broken into three because of the wide range they cover. I encourage you to read them all, especially the third one
entitled, “Do You Believe in the Trinity.” I pray that you will receive a rich blessing from these articles.

The Sonship of Christ and the Gospel
by Lynnford Beachy

The Bible declares that the gospel is “the power of
God unto salvation,” because it reveals “the righteous-
ness [or the goodness] of God.” (Romans 1:16, 17)
There is power in knowing the goodness of
God—knowing how greatly He loves us, and how far
He is willing to go to demonstrate that love. The power
of knowing God’s love is enough to melt the heart of the
murderer, to bring the rebel to repentance, and to bring
continual victory to the redeemed. Every true conver-
sion story can be traced to a revelation of God’s love.
The more God’s love is revealed, the more power exists
in a person’s life. God giving His Son to die for sinful
men is the greatest revelation of that love. John ex-
presses it this way, “In this was manifested the love of
God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten
Son into the world, that we might live through him.”
(1 John 4:9) The thought thrills your heart—to think that
the great God of the universe would be willing to give
up His own Son to die for our sins! John says that under-
standing, believing, and dwelling in this love is how our
love for God is “made perfect.” (See 1 John 4:16, 17.)

“God so loved the world, that he gave his only begot-
ten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not per-
ish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) When Jesus
said God “so loved the world” He was saying, “This is
how much God loves you, He loves you so much that He
did something for you,” He gave up His most precious
possession, His only begotten Son.

If God had loved the world so much that He gave a
goat, you and I would seriously question God’s love for

us, because a goat would be an almost meaningless gift
for God to give up, since it is something He created. If
God had loved the world so much that He gave a human,
what would we think then? Well, that is a little better
than a goat, but it is still a small gift, because humans
were also created. What if God had loved the world so
much that He gave an angel? That is a better gift than a
human, but it still falls far short of demonstrating how
much God loves us. You see, our understanding of
God’s love depends upon the value of the gift He gave
up for us. The more valuable the gift He gave, the more
we can see His love for us.

God gave His only begotten Son for us. He has other
sons, but He only has one begotten Son. We can be
“sons of God” by adoption (Romans 8:14), angels are
“sons of God” by creation (Job 1:6; 2:1), but Jesus
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Christ is the only begotten Son of God. What sets Jesus
Christ apart from everyone else in the universe, and by
which we know God’s love for us, is the fact that He was
begotten of God.

God, the Father, knows, from firsthand experience,
the most valuable possession a person can have. He
knows that nothing is more valuable to a person than a
child whom they love. This is precisely where God
tested Abraham’s love and loyalty when He asked him
to offer his beloved son, Isaac, for a sacrifice. Abra-
ham’s willingness to obey God’s command proved that
he loved God with all his heart. It proved that he would
be willing to give up every possession he had for God.

The same thing is true with God. When He gave up
His only begotten Son it proved that He is willing to
give up every possession, suffer any amount of pain, and
endure any hardship in order to save those whom He
loves. This is what Paul meant when he said, “He that
spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all,
how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?”
(Romans 8:32)

God truly loves us, yet this love can only be compre-
hended by understanding that God gave His only begot-

ten Son. Therefore, it is Satan’s determined goal to
destroy, obliterate, and completely eliminate this truth
from the minds of men. Satan knows that the only ones
who will be able to overcome and endure unto the end
through the upcoming crisis of the mark of the beast are
those who believe that Jesus is the begotten Son of God.
John wrote, “Who is he that overcometh the world, but
he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?” (1 John
5:5)

Believing that Jesus is the begotten Son of God en-
ables us to overcome the world by elevating our percep-
tion of God’s love and enabling us to love Him with all
our hearts in return.

Begotten
What did Jesus mean when He said He was begotten?

Jesus, speaking of Himself, said, “When there were no
depths, I was brought forth [born]; when there were no
fountains abounding with water. Before the mountains
were settled, before the hills was I brought forth

[born]… Then I was by him, as one brought up with
him: and I was daily his delight, rejoicing always before
him.” (Proverbs 8:24, 25, 30)

According to the Bible, Jesus Christ was begotten,
which literally means born, before anything was cre-
ated—long before God sent Him into the world. (See
Hebrews 1:1-9; Colossians 1:15; John 3:16, 17; 18:37;

and 1 John 4:9.) How He was begotten is not for us to
know, but God wants us to realize that the Father and
His Son have a close, genuine, father-son relationship
that is not just a role or an act.

Understanding God’s love and receiving the power
that comes with it, depends upon understanding that
Christ is truly the only begotten Son of God. John wrote,
“Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that be-
lieveth that Jesus is the Son of God?” (1 John 5:5) This
is the theme of the gospel, and every New Testament
writer was consumed with this subject. The disciples
who lived with Jesus and heard His messages firsthand,
including many things He said that are not recorded, ex-
claimed, “we believe and are sure that thou art that
Christ, the Son of the living God.” (John 6:69) They also
exclaimed, “we believe that thou camest forth from
God.” (John 16:30)

The fact that Jesus Christ is the Son of God is so im-
portant that at the close of John’s gospel he wrote, “And
many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his
disciples, which are not written in this book: But these
are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ,

the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life
through his name.” (John 20:30)

Right after Paul learned the gospel directly from
Christ Himself, “straightway [immediately] he preached
Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God.”
(Acts 9:20)

Right after Philip preached the gospel to the eunuch,
“Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou
mayest [be baptized]. And he answered and said, I be-
lieve that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” (Acts 8:37)

Martha, a close friend of Jesus, who heard many of
His teachings, said to Him, “I believe that thou art the
Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the
world.” (John 11:27)

Nathaniel, of whom Christ said, In him “is no guile,”
said to Jesus, “Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art
the King of Israel.” (John 1:47, 49)

Christ said, “Among those that are born of women
there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist.”
(Luke 7:28) John the Baptist testified, “And I saw, and
bare record that this is the Son of God.” (John 1:34)

Of all the witnesses, the greatest is God the Father
Himself. Two times He spoke from heaven saying,
“This is my beloved Son.” (Matthew 3:17; 17:5) And we
know that God “cannot lie.” (Titus 1:2) If we do not be-
lieve God, then we make Him out to be a liar. “He that
believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he
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believeth not the record that God gave of his Son.”
(1 John 5:10)

The Bible refers to Christ as God’s Son at least 120
times. The Bible does this by using the phrase “Son of
God” forty-seven times. Regarding the genuineness of
Christ’s sonship He is called “the only begotten” five
times, “the firstborn” three times, “the firstbegotten”
once, God’s “holy child” twice. Four verses say He was
“begotten” prior to His incarnation. Four verses say that
He “proceeded forth from,” “came out from” or “camest
forth from” the Father. The evidence on this subject is
overwhelming. Christ truly is the literal begotten Son of
God, brought forth from the Father before all creation. If
God expected us to believe anything different He did a
poor job of presenting it in the Bible. In fact, if God had
wanted us to believe differently, He purposely confused
us by making so many clear statements indicating that
Christ is literally the begotten Son of God without the
slightest clarification to indicate that we should not take
His words in their common meaning. Yet, “God is not
the author of confusion, but of peace.” (1 Corinthians
14:33)

Any writer or public speaker knows that when they
use a word or a phrase that could be easily misunder-
stood, clarifications need to be made to avoid people
coming to the wrong conclusions. Yet, throughout the
New Testament where Christ is said to be the begotten
Son of God, there is never any type of correction or clar-
ification so that these words would not be taken in their
natural sense. Jesus said that He is “the only begotten
Son of God.” (John 3:18) Concerning another subject,
but which can be applied with equal force here, He said,
“If it were not so, I would have told you.” (John 14:2)

Christ Died

Understanding that Christ truly died is also of vital
importance for us to maintain a close love relationship
with God. The glorified Jesus, who is in heaven right
now, said, “I am he that liveth, and was dead.” (Revela-
tion 1:18) Also, in Philippians 2:6-8 we read of Christ,
who was “in the form of God,” came down to earth, and
suffered “death, even the death of the cross.” Paul said
“that Christ died for our sins according to the scrip-
tures.” (1Corinthians 15:3) The Scriptures that Paul re-
fers to here include Isaiah 53:8-12 which says that
Christ “was cut off out of the land of the living… And he
made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his
death… the LORD… shalt make his soul an offering for
sin… he hath poured out his soul unto death.” All of
these terms indicate the completeness of Christ’s

death—that no part of Him remained alive while His
body rested in the tomb.

From the drunk on the streets, to the hardened crimi-
nal, when they first learn about God’s love in giving His
Son to die for their sins, they have no question about
whether Christ is truly the Son of God or whether He
truly died. They accept John 3:16 for what it says, and the
power in that thought moves them to repentance. The sad
thing is that Satan wants to remove this power from the
Christian, and he begins his evil work immediately upon
a person’s conversion. All too often, upon joining a
church, a newly converted Christian is soon misinformed
that God is really a mysterious Trinity, and that the terms
Father and Son cannot be taken literally. They are told
that because Christ is a part of the Trinity He couldn’t
possibly have died. The end result of accepting these the-
ories is that the power that first gave them the victory over
sin is removed, and they are left with “a form of godli-
ness” without “the power thereof.” (2 Timothy 3:5)

My friends, God really means what He says. He says
that He gave His only begotten Son. If Jesus Christ was
not the begotten Son of God before God sent Him into
the world, then what did the Father give up? Many sin-
cere Christians believe that Jesus Christ is an exactly
equal, same-aged companion of the Father. If this were
true, then all the Father gave up was a friend; a compan-
ion! If this were true, then the One who loves us the most
is Christ, because He is the One who willingly died for
us.

It is true that Jesus Christ loves us very much, and we
praise and thank Him for that love. However, the Bible
teaches that God the Father suffered tremendously when
His Son was suffering under the weight of our sins.
(Compare Psalm 18:4-11 with Matthew 27:45-51.) In
Abraham and Isaac’s story it was obviously the father,
Abraham, who suffered more than Isaac when he gave
up his beloved son. Jesus said, “the Father himself
loveth you.” (John 16:27) John wrote, “Behold, what
manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us.”
(1 John 3:1) We cannot behold the love of the Father if
we do not know what He gave up for us. “In this was
manifested the love of God toward us, because that God

sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might
live through him.” (1 John 4:9) God the Father has an
only begotten Son whom He willingly gave up so that
you could be forgiven of your sins and live for eternity.
Praise God for such wonderful love!

I pray that you will come to know “the breadth, and
length, and depth, and height” of God’s love in giving
up His only begotten Son. �
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Christianity’s Foundation Under Attack
by Lynnford Beachy

“If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righ-
teous do?” (Psalms 11:3)

The Sonship of Christ is the foundation of the gospel
and Christianity. This is the foundation of which Christ
said, “upon this rock I will build my church.”(Matthew
16:18)

We have been warned of accepting false theories
about the Father and the Son. John wrote, “Who is a liar
but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is
antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son. Whoso-
ever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: (but)
he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also.”
(1 John 2:22, 23) John also wrote, “Whosoever
transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ,
hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ,
he hath both the Father and the Son.” (2 John 1:9) To ac-
knowledge the Son and abide in the doctrine of Christ
means more than just calling Jesus the Son of God.
Nearly every Christian in the world will say that they
believe Jesus is the Son of God, but among these Chris-
tians there are many different views about the Son of
God, and every false theory distorts the love of God in
giving His Son to die for our sins.

The disciples and apostles of Christ’s day, along
with the large majority of Christians who lived in the
first few centuries after Christ’s death, understood Jesus
Christ to be the literal begotten Son of God without any
mysterious definition attached to these words. For ex-
ample, Justin Martyr, quoting from Proverbs 8, refers to
Christ in the following statement:

“The Lord… begets me before all the hills.” He adds:
“You perceive, my hearers, if you bestow attention, that
the Scripture has declared that this Offspring was begot-
ten by the Father before all things created; and that that
which is begotten is numerically distinct from that which
begets, any one will admit.” (Justin Martyr–AD 110-165,
Dialogue with Trypho, chapter 129)

Novatian wrote, “God the Father, the Founder and
Creator of all things, who only knows no beginning, in-
visible, infinite, immortal, eternal, is one God; to whose
greatness, or majesty, or power, I would not say nothing
can be preferred, but nothing can be compared; of
whom, when He willed it, the Son, the Word, was
born… the Father also precedes Him, — in a certain
sense, — since it is necessary — in some degree — that
He should be before He is Father. Because it is essential

that He who knows no beginning must go before Him
who has a beginning; even as He is the less as knowing
that He is in Him, having an origin because He is born,
and of like nature with the Father in some measure by
His nativity, although He has a beginning in that He is
born, inasmuch as He is born of that Father who alone
has no beginning.” (Novation–AD 210-280, Ante Ni-

cene Fathers, Volume 5, “A Treatise on the Trinity,”
Chapter 31)

There are many more examples of early Christians,
accepting the Word of God just as it reads, who believed
Christ to be the literal begotten Son of God who was
born before all creation.

Heresies Arose

Over time heresies arose, and the plain statements of
the Bible began, by some, to be understood differently
from their common and intended meaning. Origen, who
lived from 185-254 AD, came up with a new concept of
the sonship of Christ called “the eternal generation of
the Son.” This theory maintained that Christ is not a real
son, as we would think of a son, but rather a mysterious
person who is continually in the process of being begot-
ten by God the Father.

“Origen… was the first to propose the concept of
eternal generation. The Son is said to be eternally begot-
ten by the Father.” (Zodhiates, The Complete Word

Study Dictionary—New Testament, page 364)

The term “eternal generation” is defined as a contin-
ual process of being begotten. One Catholic publication
says, “The Christian belief is that the Christ of history is
the Son of God, eternally begotten by one ceaseless ac-
tion from the Father…” (Tell Us About God… Who Is

He?, page 30, by the Knights of Columbus) This idea
teaches that Christ has been in the process of being be-
gotten forever in the past, is still being begotten, and
will continue to be begotten forever in the future, in
some mysterious way.

The theory of eternal generation, originated by
Origen, was not widely accepted until several years
later. It underwent some changes and was accepted as
truth in the creed formulated at the Council of Nicaea in
325 AD, but even then, it was not held by the majority
of Christians, though most of the bishops at the Council
signed the creed out of fear of punishment by the Em-
peror. The new idea that Christ was not a born Son
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emerged upon the pages of history rather late—far too
late to be considered part of the religion of the Bible.
The Council of Nicaea was a pivotal point for the mys-
terious view of the sonship of Christ, because it was
there that this new view gained a foothold.

The Council of Nicaea

In 325 AD, 318 bishops assembled in the city of
Nicaea to discuss whether Christ was literally begotten
or not. “The Arian controversy was chiefly waged over
the question of the eternal generation of the Son,” or in
other words, the meaning of the term begotten Son.
(The Nicene and Post Nicene Fathers Second Series,
Volume 9, Chapter 2, Introduction to St. Hilary of
Poitiers)

Of this council, Philip Schaff wrote, “In reference to
the theological question the council was divided in the
beginning into three parties. The orthodox party, which
held firmly to the deity of Christ, was at first in the mi-
nority… The Arians or Eusebians numbered perhaps
twenty bishops… The majority, whose organ was the
renowned historian Eusebius of Caesarea, took middle
ground between the right and the left…” (Philip Schaff,
History of the Christian Church, Volume 3, pages 627,
628)

The so-called “orthodox party,” or those who main-
tained that Christ was not literally begotten of the Fa-
ther, was in the minority (less than 20), while the next
larger group (around 20) were the Arians who main-
tained that Christ was “begotten, or created… from
nothing,” with the vast majority being led by Eusebius
of Caesarea (at least 279) who maintained that Christ
was literally “begotten… the first and only offspring of
God.” This middle group, led by Eusebius, is an embar-
rassment to Trinitarians, because the group led by
Eusebius comprised the large majority of the council
and they maintained that Christ was truly begotten of
God the Father rather than created or eternally gener-
ated. Therefore, many historians completely ignore this
group.

“The ancient and the Roman Catholic historians (and
A. de Broglie, l.c. vol. ii. p. 21) generally assume only
two parties, an orthodox majority and a heretical minor-
ity. But the position of Eusebius of Caesarea, the char-
acter of his confession, and the subsequent history of
the controversy, prove the existence of a middle,
Semi-Arian party. Athanasius, too, who usually puts all
shades of opponents together, accuses Eusebius of
Caesarea and others repeatedly of insincerity in their
subscription of the Nicene creed, and yet these were not

proper Arians, but Semi-Arians.” (Philip Schaff, His-

tory of the Christian Church, Volume 3, Footnote on
page 627)

Through the power and influence of the Roman Em-
peror Constantine, the minority “orthodox party” suc-
ceeded in compelling all to sign their creed or be
banished. Thus the new view that Christ was not liter-
ally begotten of the Father arose and was accepted as
truth in 325 AD at the Council of Nicaea. Shortly after
this council, one astonished Christian wrote,

“We have never heard, my Lord, of two beings
unbegotten, nor of one divided into two; nor have we
learnt or believed that He could suffer any thing corpo-
real, but that there is one unbegotten, and another truly
from Him,… We believe not only that His origin cannot
be explained in words, but that it cannot be compre-
hended,…” (Letter written by Eusebius of
Nicomedia—A Historical View of the Council of Nice,
by Isaac Boyle, page 41)

Arians maintained that Christ was “begotten, or cre-
ated… from nothing.” (Arius as quoted in Alonzo T.
Jones’ The Two Republics, page 333) Semi-Arians
maintained that Christ was literally “begotten… the
first and only offspring of God.” (Eusebius’ Ecclesias-

tical History, pages 15-17)

Sonship of Christ Becomes Orthodox

After the Council of Nicaea the Arians and
Semi-Arians united in their struggle against the Nicene
doctrine. For many years after the Council of Nicaea the
majority of Christians were Semi-Arians, who main-
tained that Christ was truly a born Son of God, the Fa-
ther. In fact, 34 years after the Council of Nicaea this
view became the official teaching of the church at the
Council of Rimini in 359 AD. The Arians and
Semi-Arians drew up a creed that they could all agree
upon. The Rimini creed said that Christ “was begotten
of the Father without change before all ages.” The Ari-
ans accepted the creed because they were comfortable
with saying Christ was begotten, and the Semi-Arians
accepted it because it did not mention that Christ was
created. If the number of bishops in council who decide
on a doctrine indicates orthodoxy, this creed was even
more orthodox than the Nicene or the Constantinople
creeds because there were more than 400 bishops in at-
tendance at the Council of Rimini, as compared to the
318 who attended the Council of Nicaea and the 150
who attended the Council of Constantinople in 381.

The Council of Rimini is so embarrassing to Trini-
tarians that most historians completely ignore this
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ecumenical council. Philip Schaff says, “the first two
ecumenical councils” were “Nicaea [325 AD] and Con-
stantinople [381 AD].” (Philip Schaff, History of the

Christian Church, Volume 3, page 618)

For those who regard ecumenical councils as author-
itative to determine doctrine, there is no legitimate rea-
son for ignoring the Council of Rimini, and the only
reason it is ignored is because its conclusions disagree
with the chosen doctrines of those who ignore them.

(For a more thorough study on the Council of Nicaea
and the events that followed, please contact us and re-
quest the booklet entitled, The Formulation of the Doc-

trine of the Trinity.)

Eternal Generation

The acceptance of the doctrine of eternal generation
by the Catholic Church was an attempt to reconcile the
plain statements of the Bible, that declare Jesus Christ
to be “the only begotten Son of God” (John 3:18), with
the new view that He did not have an origin. This doc-
trine declares that Christ is now, always has been, and
always will be in a process of being begotten by His Fa-
ther in some eternal begetting process that never began
and will never end. This is a re-definition of the word
“begotten” to make it have some spiritualistic, incom-
prehensible meaning. The Bible says that Christ “pro-
ceeded forth and came from God.” (John 8:42) Christ is
not proceeding (present tense), but He proceeded (past
tense) from His Father. The Holy Spirit is said to be pro-
ceeding from the Father. Jesus said, “The Spirit of truth,
which proceedeth from the Father.” (John 15:26) There
is a big difference between proceeded and proceeding,
yet the Catholic Church accepted the theory that Christ
will always be in the process of being begotten of His
Father. As ridiculous as this sounds, it is the official
teaching of the Catholic Church and is accepted by a
surprising number of Protestant theologians.

The truth is, the people who formulated these theo-
ries did not find them in the Bible, but invented them to
add to, and seek to make sense of, the chain of lies that
began with the new view that Christ was the same age as
His Father and not truly the begotten Son of God. Once
this false theory is accepted as truth, one is compelled to
continue inventing new lies in an attempt to harmonize
the first lies that were accepted as truth. Thus, the Ro-
man Catholic system is truly the result of one lie in-
vented and placed upon another lie, until the final
product is so far removed from the truth of the Bible that
it can hardly be recognized as having any origin in Bible
truth.

The Foundation of the the Man of Sin

On page 11 of the book, Handbook for Today’s

Catholic, the Roman Catholic Church admits, “The
mystery of the Trinity is the central doctrine of the
Catholic Faith. Upon it are based all the other teachings
of the Church.”

To be even more precise, the Catholic Church is
founded upon the false theory that Christ is not truly the
begotten Son of God, because it is this theory that the
Trinity is based upon.

“In the formation of the doctrine of the Trinity, the
concept of the eternal generation of the Son was one of
the essential and major factors… The doctrine of the
Trinity was discussed, shaped, and confessed around
the concept of the eternal generation.” (A History of the

Doctrine of Eternal Generation of the Son and its Sig-

nificance in the Trinitarianism, by Jung S. Rhee, Dr. of
Theology and the Associate Professor of Systematic
Theology at the multi-denominational Fuller Theologi-
cal Seminary, Pasadena, California. This document is
on the Internet at http://jsrhee.hihome.com/thesis1.htm.)

The Council of Nicaea in 325 AD said nothing about
three persons in one God, but rather they debated upon
and concluded, that Christ is not truly the begotten Son
of God, but rather a mysterious “person” who is of one
substance, or Being, with God the Father; who is con-
tinuously begotten of the Father. It was not until 56
years later, at the Council of Constantinople, that the
idea that God consists of three persons became the offi-
cial orthodox teaching of the Catholic Church.

Reviewing the history of “eternal generation” does
not reveal deeply devoted Christians studying the Bible
for more truth, but rather, Satan bringing new theories
into Christianity to purposely distort our view of God’s
love by insinuating that Christ is not truly the Son of
God. He has been so successful in this deceptive work
that nearly all of the official teachings of Catholic and
Protestant churches reject Christ as the literal begotten
Son of God.

“Begotten” Deleted From Newer Translations

Satan is so dedicated to eradicating the wonderful
truth that God really gave up His only begotten Son,
that he has convinced the translators of most of the new
translations, including the NIV, RSV, NASB (1995
Edition), NLT, etc., to delete the word begotten from
John 3:16. Check it out for yourself!

The translators of the Bible excuse this deletion by
their supposed discovery that the Greek word
��������� (monogenes) that was translated “only

Page 6 Study to show thyself approved unto God November 2002

Present Truth



begotten” really means “unique” or “one of a kind” and
has nothing to do with begotten. This theory falls quickly
when we study the Bible and history. In all of the nine
places where monogenes is used in the New Testament, it
always refers to born children. And the people who lived
during the time the New Testament was written, along
with the early church writers, also understood
monogenes to refer to begotten (born) children.

The theory of “eternal generation” is specifically de-
signed to do away with the literal sonship of Christ,
while seeking to harmonize the Bible statements that
Christ is the “begotten Son of God.” In their attempt to
discard the literal sonship of Christ, if Origen and the
early Catholic councils understood monogenes to have
no reference to begotten, they would have used this ar-
gument rather than inventing and accepting the confus-
ing theory of “eternal generation.”

Monogenes is a compound word taken from the two
Greek words ����� (monos) and ����� (genos). Monos

means “only” and genos means “offspring.” If any of
the Greek writers wished to convey the idea of “unique”
or “one of a kind,” they did not use monogenes, but
merely monos or ����� (monon). This would not be
true if monogenes really meant “unique.” If it did, we
would find people using it for “only city,” or “only
house,” etc., but we never find such usage. Even today,
those who use Greek as their main language would
never use monogenes to mean “unique” because they
know it only refers to born children.

It is only recently (within the last 125 years) that an
attempt has been made to redefine monogenes to mean
“unique” or “one of a kind.” Yet, this cannot be ac-
cepted! If monogenes meant “only begotten” at the time
the Bible was written, who has the right to redefine it
2000 years later and put a meaning on the word that was
never thought of or intended by Bible writers?

Today, many Christians have completely discarded
the idea of Christ being a begotten or generated Son of
God the Father. As an example of this, let us read what
one prominent Bible Commentary has to say about it.
“The Sonship of Christ is in no proper sense a born rela-
tionship to the Father, as some, otherwise sound di-
vines, conceive of it.” (Jamieson, Fausset & Brown

Commentary on Romans 1:4)

I am saddened to think that Satan has been so suc-
cessful in removing Christ as the Son of God in the
minds of so many Christians. This ought not to be. Jesus
said He would build His church upon the truth that He is
the Son of God. Jesus asked His disciples, “Whom do

men say that I the Son of man am? And they said, Some
say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and oth-
ers, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith unto
them, But whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter an-
swered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the liv-

ing God. And Jesus answered and said unto him,
Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood
hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in
heaven. And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter,
and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates
of hell shall not prevail against it.” (Matthew 16:13-18)

Notice that the subject of this conversation was who
Jesus is. When Jesus said, “upon this rock I will build
my church” He didn’t change the subject and refer to
Peter as the rock, but He was referring to the truth that
Jesus is the Son of God. Upon this truth, Jesus said, “I
will build my church.” This is obviously a very impor-
tant truth, the truth upon which God’s church is built.

Solid Rock or Shifting Sand

Jesus said that He would build His church on the truth
that He is “the Christ, the Son of living God.” The Catho-
lic Church comes along and says that they have built their
church on the Trinity doctrine, which was founded upon
the idea that Christ is not literally the Son of God. Two
churches, two foundations—one founded on the truth
that Christ is the literal Son of God, and the other
founded on the lie that He is not the literal Son of God.
Satan has a plan in this. He knows that if He can remove
the knowledge of Christ being the Son of God, he has
successfully removed the power that can transform the
sinner and bring continual victory to the Christian.

John declared, “Who is he that overcometh the
world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of
God?” (1 John 5:5) My brethren, let us diligently con-
sider the biblical statements concerning the Son of God,
and refuse to accept teachings which are not founded
upon Scripture. Paul feared that Christians would be de-
ceived into receiving another Jesus, one who is not the
Son of God. “But I fear, lest by any means, as the ser-
pent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds
should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.
For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we
have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which
ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have
not accepted, ye might well bear with him [or hold your-
self erect and firm—Thayer’s Greek Lexicon].” (2 Co-
rinthians 11:3, 4)

Paul exhorted us not to accept another Jesus, or an-
other gospel, because he knew that there would be men
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who would come and try to convince us to accept an-
other Jesus than the one who is taught of in the Scrip-
tures. My friends, Paul’s concerns have been fulfilled
through the teaching known as the Trinity doctrine.
With this teaching, they claim that the Son of God is not
really God’s Son, but that He is merely some sort of
mysteriously and eternally generated person. This idea
denies the Father and Son relationship, which is so vital
to our Christian experience. “Who is a liar but he that
denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that
denieth the Father and the Son.” (1 John 2:22)

Satan’s counterfeit god includes, inherent in it, a de-
nial of the death of Christ. This, together with its denial
of the sonship of Christ, effectively removes from its
adherents any clear picture of God’s love, making it Sa-
tan’s masterpiece of deception. It is no wonder that he
exerts all his power and influence to preserve, promote

and protect this doctrine and to continually invent new
angles that supply the same results, to ensnare as many
as possible before his time runs out. We can look at the
primary religions in the world and see that all of them
deny the sonship, the death of Christ, or both. The Jew-
ish and pagan religions reject Christ altogether, the
Muslim religion believes Christ to be a noble and good
prophet, but nothing more than a man, and certainly not
the Son of God. The Catholic religion claims Christ to
be a mysterious person continuously generating from
the Father, and not literally the Son of God, and most
Protestant religions follow in the same path or believe
Christ to be a Son only by proclamation or by role play-
ing.

Thank God that He is calling His people back to the
plain truth of the Bible so that we can appreciate His love
in giving His only begotten Son to die for our sins. �
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Do You Believe in the Trinity?
by Lynnford Beachy

“Do you believe in the Trinity?” is one of the most
common questions asked to determine orthodoxy. Yet,
when this question is really understood, you may be
surprised at your answer. Many people think that if a
person believes in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
then they believe in the Trinity, but there are many
people who believe in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
who do not believe in the Trinity, even though some of
them think they do. There is much more to it than just
believing in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

The majority of Christians in the world today claim
to believe in the Trinity, even though most will admit
that they cannot understand it. With this widespread
confusion regarding this doctrine, it is no wonder that
among Trinitarians there are many different views
about God. Much of this confusion results from the rel-
ative ignorance of what the Trinity doctrine really is.
Many pastors and church leaders refuse to preach on
this subject because they say that they cannot under-
stand it themselves and therefore they feel incapable of
expounding upon it to others. The confusion regarding
this subject is heightened by the often-repeated saying
that the Trinity is a mystery beyond our understanding,
and should not be investigated. This has caused many
people to ignore the subject of knowing God, and settle
for some unknowable mystery in His place.

From my own experience I have witnessed some of
the confusion on this subject. I have met several people
who quickly claim that they believe in the Trinity but,
upon investigation, I have found that they really do not
believe in the Trinity. Even more surprising, there are
some, even ministers, who openly denounce the doc-
trine of the Trinity, but the doctrine they promote is in
reality the Trinity itself, or some very close variation of
it, even though they wish to call it by another name,
such as “Godhead.” You can call a chicken a dog all
you want, but it will never change the fact that the
chicken is still a chicken.

Because of the confusion that people have about
God, and the implications this can have upon the gospel,
we would like to examine some of the most popular
views about God and compare them with Scripture.
With this information you will be readily able to iden-
tify the Trinity doctrine as well as some other views
about God that are sometimes called by that name, re-
gardless of what the propagators of those doctrines wish
to call them, and what words they use to describe them. I
pray that after reading this study you will be prepared to
accept the truth of Scripture and reject all man-made
theories about God. I also pray that you will “be ready
always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a
reason” for what you believe. ( 1Peter 3:15)



The four primary teachings about God that exist
among Christians are Trinitarianism, Modalism (also
called “Jesus only”), Unitarianism, and Tritheism. As
we look at the details of these false teachings about
God, keep in mind that each one is calculated to deny
the literal sonship of Christ and His complete, divine
death on the cross, leaving us with nothing more than a
human sacrifice for sins, and no real conception of
God’s love.

The Official Catholic View

The main points of the official Catholic view of
God, also known as the “orthodox Trinity,” are ac-
cepted by most Protestant denominations with little
variation. This is the only view that can truly be called
“the Trinity” since they are the first ones to have de-
fined this doctrine. On page 11 of the book, Handbook

for Today’s Catholic, we read,

“The mystery of the Trinity is the central doctrine of
the Catholic Faith. Upon it are based all the other
teachings of the Church…

“The Church studied this mystery with great care
and, after four centuries of clarification, decided to
state the doctrine in this way: in the unity of the God-
head there are three Persons,—the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit…”

The fundamental teaching of the orthodox Trinity is
the idea that there are three distinct persons in one Be-
ing (one substance), called God. You will notice that
with this usage of the words “person” and “being” they
cannot mean the same thing, because it takes three
“persons” to make up this one being. It is very impor-
tant to understand this distinction in order to compre-
hend the different views of God. A being is all that
comprises an individual—the spirit, soul, mind, con-
sciousness, will and body. Person, on the other hand,
can have several different meanings in theological cir-
cles, which we will discuss in more detail later in this
study.

To help define the orthodox Trinity, I will quote
from the Athanasian Creed, which is accepted as truth
by the Catholic Church and most Protestant Churches.
(See Philip Schaff’s History of the Christian Church,
Volume 3, Section 132, page 696.) The author of the
Athanasian Creed is unknown, but portions of it seem
to have been taken from the writings of Augustine. The
Athanasian Creed says, in part:

The Athanasian Creed

1. Whosoever will be saved, before all things it is
necessary that he hold the catholic faith;

2. Which faith except every one do keep whole
and undefiled, without doubt he shall perish
everlastingly.

3. But this is the catholic faith: That we worship
one God in Trinity, and Trinity in unity;

4. Neither confounding the persons; nor dividing
the substance.

5. For there is one person of the Father: another
of the Son: another of the Holy Ghost.

6. But the Godhead of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost is all one: the glory
equal, the majesty coëternal…

15. So the Father is God: the Son is God: and the
Holy Ghost is God;

16. And yet there are not three Gods; but one
God…

19. For like as we are compelled by the Christian
verity to acknowledge every Person by himself
to be God and Lord

20. So are we forbidden by the catholic religion to
say, there are three Gods, or three Lords…

25. And in this Trinity none is before or after
another: none is greater or less than another.

26. But the whole three Persons are co-eternal
together, and co-equal.

27. So that in all things, as aforesaid, the Unity in
Trinity, and the Trinity in Unity is to be
worshipped.

28. He therefore that will be saved, must thus
think of the Trinity.

(The Athanasian Creed as quoted in Philip Schaff’s
History of the Christian Church, Volume 3, Section
132, page 690-693)

The Orthodox Trinity

The orthodox Trinity teaches that there is one Being
called God who is composed of three persons. Each of
these persons are said to be distinct, self-conscious
persons who are the same age (“none is before or after
another”), and they are said to be exactly equal in rank
and power (“none is greater or less than another”).
However, the definition goes much deeper than this
because, according to the orthodox Trinity, the three
persons are not really persons as we would think of a
person. Normally we would think of a person as an in-
dividual being, but this is not what is meant by the use
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of the word “person” in the orthodox Trinity. The
propagators of this doctrine say the word “person,”
when applied to God, is really inadequate because
there is no other idea that can be expressed by the word
“person” that is similar to the idea that is meant when it
is applied to God. That is why most theologians prefer
the term hypostasis rather than person because it is a
word that refers to the theological concept of person
that is half-way between mere personality and an indi-
vidual being. This concept is explained in the follow-
ing way:

“The doctrine of a subsistence in the substance of
the Godhead brings to view a species of existence that
is so anomalous and unique, that the human mind de-
rives little or no aid from those analogies which assist
it in all other cases. The hypostasis is a real subsis-
tence, — a solid essential form of existence, and not a
mere emanation, or energy, or manifestation, — but it
is intermediate between substance and attributes. It is
not identical with the substance, for there are not three
substances [or beings]. It is not identical with attrib-
utes, for the three Persons each and equally possess all
the divine attributes… Hence the human mind is called
upon to grasp the notion of a species of existence that is
totally sui generis, and not capable of illustration by
any of the ordinary comparisons and analogies.” (Dr.
Shedd, History of Christian Doctrine, vol. i. p. 365 as
quoted in Philip Schaff’s History of the Christian

Church, Volume 3, Section 130, pages 676, 677)

This strange conception of God is so difficult to un-
derstand that Augustine did not even understand it.
Augustine was the most influential church writer to de-
fine the Trinity, and he is very much respected as an
authority among Trinitarians. Of him, Philip Schaff
wrote, “Of all the fathers, next to Athanasius, Augus-
tine performed the greatest service for this dogma [the
Trinity].” (Philip Schaff, History of the Christian

Church, Volume 3, Section 131, page 684)

Augustine said, “If we be asked to define the Trin-
ity, we can only say, it is not this or that.” (Augustine,
as quoted in Philip Schaff’s History of the Christian

Church, Volume 3, Section 130, page 672)

Athanasius, one of the earliest and very influential
propagators of the Trinity, “has candidly confessed
that whenever he forced his understanding to meditate
upon the divinity of the Logos, his toilsome and un-
availing efforts recoiled on themselves; that the more
he thought, the less he comprehended; and the more he
wrote, the less capable was he of expressing his

thoughts.” (Gibbon, The Decline and Fall of the Ro-

man Empire, chapter 5, paragraph 1, as quoted in
Alonzo T. Jones’ The Two Republics, page 334)

Athanasius and Augustine, the two men who did
more to formulate the doctrine of the Trinity than any-
one else, both admitted that they did not understand it
and could not define it.

The Orthodox Trinity Illustrated

The best way I can illustrate the orthodox Trinitar-
ian conception of God would be to draw one circle with
three protrusions:

The Orthodox Trinity

Three Persons (hypostasis) United in

One Being

The orthodox Trinity is the official Catholic teach-
ing that the one God of the Bible is one being com-
posed of three self-conscious hypostases. Hypostasis
is the Greek word used by Orthodox Trinitarians to de-
scribe a supposed species of existence unique to the
Trinity that is halfway between attributes and a being
and cannot be defined further than to say it is not attrib-
utes, and it is not a being.

This concept of God, as confusing as it is, is the
most commonly accepted view among Christians.

The orthodox Trinity denies the literal sonship and
the complete death of Christ. It denies the death of
Christ, because it is claimed that the divine Son of God
is part of God and therefore cannot be separated from
Him in death because God cannot die. Let us allow a
Trinitarian writer to demonstrate this himself.

Augustine wrote, “No dead man can raise himself.
He [Christ] only was able to raise Himself, who though
His Body was dead, was not dead. For He raised up
that which was dead. He raised up Himself, who in
Himself was alive, but in His Body that was to be
raised was dead. For not the Father only, of whom it
was said by the Apostle, ‘Wherefore God also hath ex-
alted Him,’ raised the Son, but the Lord also raised
Himself, that is, His Body.” (Nicene & Post-Nicene

Fathers, series 1, volume 6, page 656, St. Augustine,
“Sermons on Selected Lessons of the New Testa-
ment”)
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It is true that a dead man cannot raise himself from
the dead. It is also true that Christ died. The divine,
glorified Jesus Christ said, “I… was dead.” (Revela-
tion 1:18) Since Christ was truly dead, then He could
not have raised Himself. The Bible does not teach that
Christ raised Himself from the dead. Instead, it says at
least thirty times that the Father raised Him from the
dead. For example, Galatians 1:1 says, “Paul, an apos-
tle, (not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ,
and God the Father, who raised him from the dead.)”

I find Augustine’s conclusion that Christ “was not
dead” to be repulsive to reason, contrary to Scripture,
and injurious to the power of the gospel. Yet, this is the
logical conclusion that must be reached if we believe
that Christ is a part of the Being of God the Father. The
believers in this doctrine are left with the conclusion
that the death of Christ was nothing more than the
death of a human that had been temporarily filled with
the “second person” of the Trinity. No matter how ex-
alted the pre-existent Son was; no matter how glorious,
how powerful, or even eternal; if the manhood only
died, the sacrifice was only human. Without believing
that Christ died, how can anyone appreciate the love of
God in giving His Son to die for our sins?

The orthodox Trinity doctrine denies the sonship of
Christ, for if Christ, the Son of God, was some type of
projection from the one God and part of the being of
God, then He could not properly be called a Son of the
Father, as was demonstrated by the Catholic accep-
tance of the doctrine of “eternal generation.”

Modalism (“Jesus only”)

Modalism, also called “Jesus only,” is the idea that
God is one person who operates in three different
modes. Please notice number 4 of the Athanasian
creed. This has specific reference to Modalism and
Tritheism. It says, “Neither confounding the persons
[Modalism]; nor dividing the substance [Tritheism].”
According to orthodox Trinitarians Modalism con-
founded the three persons into one person, claiming
that God is one person who manifested Himself in
three different modes at three different times. This idea
is sometimes called Sabellianism because a man by the
name of Sabellius is credited as the one who invented
this theory. Here is what Dr. Philip Schaff had to say
about this theory:

“His [Sabellius’] fundamental thought is, that the
unity of God, without distinction in itself, unfolds or
extends itself in the course of the world’s development

in three different forms and periods of revelation and,
after the completion of redemption, returns into unity.
The Father reveals himself in the giving of the law or
the Old Testament economy (not in the creation also,
which in his view precedes the trinitarian revelation);
the Son, in the incarnation; the Holy Ghost, in inspira-
tion. The revelation of the Son ends with the ascension;
the revelation of the Spirit goes on in regeneration and
sanctification.” (Philip Schaff, History of the Christian

Church, Volume 2, Section 152, page 582)
This idea, according to orthodox Trinitarians, con-

founds the three persons of the Trinity into one person
who acts in different modes at different times—some-
times He acts like a Father, sometimes a Son, and
sometimes the Holy Spirit. This idea is called by sev-
eral names, including, Modalism, Jesus only, and
Sabellianism.

Modalism Illustrated

A way to illustrate Modalism would be to draw one
circle:

Modalism

One Being who is

One Person with

Three consecutive modes or personalities

Modalism is the idea that there is one God who is
one being who manifests Himself in three different
modes at different times so that the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit are not really three persons, but are merely
three manifestations of the same individual person.
There are some who believe in Modalism who claim
that there are three persons in God, but to them the
word person means “personality, characteristic, ema-
nation, or manifestation” rather than a being or an
hypostasis.

With this concept, there is no real Son of God. The
only concept of a Son of God would have to be limited
to the incarnation of Christ or to God revealing a mani-
festation of Himself, pretending to be His own Son. Ei-
ther of these comes far short of portraying the love of
God in giving His Son to die for sinners. In addition to
denying the sonship of Christ, this theory also reduces
the death of Christ to that of a mere human, for if Christ
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was only a manifestation of the one God, then He could
not die, for the Bible says that God cannot die. (1 Tim-
othy 6:16) So with this concept, the believer is left with
the idea that God so loved the world that He came to
earth pretending to be His own Son, and He pretended
to die to reveal His great love for us. It is no wonder
that there is a lack of genuine love for God in this
world, when the regenerating power of God’s love, the
heart of the gospel, is removed from God’s people.

Unitarianism

Unitarianism is similar to Modalism in that it
teaches that God is one individual person, but it differs
in that Unitarians do not believe God has different
modes in which He manifests Himself. Unitarians be-
lieve that Jesus was just a man, a prophet endowed
with the Spirit of God rather than a divine being. They
also deny that Christ died as a substitute for sinners.
For evidence of this visit the Unitarian website
www.americanunitarian.org. Also see William
Channing’s work entitled “Unitarian Christianity” at:
www.channingmc.org/unitarianchristianity.htm.

Those who call themselves Unitarians are generally
Christians but, perhaps ironically, it is the teaching that
is believed in the Muslim religion, which is so openly
opposed to Christianity.

The Muslim holy book, the Koran, says, “Christ Je-

sus the son of Mary was (no more than) an apostle of

Allah, and His Word, which He bestowed on Mary,
and a Spirit proceeding from Him: So believe in Allah
and His apostles. Say not ‘Trinity’: desist: It will be
better for you: For Allah is One God: Glory be to Him:
(Far Exalted is He) above having a son.” (Koran
4:171)

With this concept Jesus could fully die, but since
they reduce Christ to a mere man and deny that Christ’s
death truly atoned for our sins, they have less than a hu-
man sacrifice for sins; they have no sacrifice at all, ei-
ther on the part of God or Christ. This concept, like the
other false concepts we have examined, eliminates
from its adherents any concept of God’s love in giving
His Son to die for their sins. It is no wonder that the
Muslim world demonstrates such a cold and hate-filled
religion, when their god has never revealed love to
them. It is sad that some Christians adhere to this same
concept of God and Jesus.

Tritheism

Tritheism is the concept that the one God of the Bi-
ble is really composed of three separate beings who are
only one because they are perfectly united in their
goals, plans and purposes and they work together. In
this concept God is not an individual, but rather a
group of three individuals, or a committee.

Again I would like to refer you to point number 4 in
the Athanasian Creed. It says, “Neither confounding
the persons; nor dividing the substance.” The term,
“nor dividing the substance” has direct reference to
what is termed “Tritheism.” According to orthodox
Trinitarians, Tritheism divides the substance of God
into three separate Beings, which would be three gods,
hence it is labeled Tritheism. Notice the following def-
inition of the “orthodox Trinity” in which the defini-
tion of Tritheism is brought out.

“…the term person [hypostasis] must not be taken
here in the sense current among men, as if the three
persons were three different individuals, or three
self-conscious and separately acting beings. The trini-
tarian idea of personality lies midway between that of a
mere form of manifestation, or a personation, which
would lead to tritheism, and the idea of an independent,
limited human personality, which would result in
tritheism. In other words, it avoids the… unitarian
Trinity of a threefold conception and aspect of one and
the same being, and the… tritheistic trinity of three dis-
tinct and separate beings.” (Philip Schaff, History of

the Christian Church, Volume 3, Section 130, pages
676, 677)

Notice here that Tritheism is defined as the idea that
God exists in three persons who are “three different in-
dividuals, or three self-conscious and separately acting
beings.”

Tritheism Illustrated

Tritheism could be illustrated by drawing three cir-
cles in the following way:

Tritheism

Three Persons who are

Three separate Beings

Who are called “one” because they are one in pur-
pose and character
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Tritheism is the idea that the one God of the Bible is
not an individual Being, but rather a committee of
three separate Beings who work together in perfect
unity, while Modalism, on the other hand, is the idea
that the one God of the Bible is one person who mani-
fests Himself in three different ways. The Orthodox
Trinity seeks to find a middle road between these two
extremes, by inventing a species of existence called
hypostasis, which is neither a manifestation, nor an in-
dividual being.

With the concept of Tritheism, there can be no real
Son of God, for all there could be is one divine Being
playing the role, or pretending to be the Son of another
one of the divine Beings.

As an example of this theory of role playing I will
quote from an author who promotes it.

In 1996 Gordon Jenson, who was the president of
Spicer Memorial College in Pune, India wrote, “In or-
der to eradicate sin and rebellion from the universe and
to restore harmony and peace, one of the divine Beings
accepted, and entered into, the role of the Father, an-
other the role of the Son. The remaining divine Being,
the Holy Spirit,… By accepting the roles that the plan
entailed, the divine Beings lost none of the powers of
Deity… The divine Beings entered into the roles they
had agreed upon before the foundations of the world
were laid.” (That’s taken from The Week of Prayer is-
sue of the Adventist Review, October 31, 1996)

Tritheism, like Modalism, denies the death of
Christ, for it is claimed that all three of these divine Be-
ings are exactly alike, and none of them could die or be
separated from the other two. Again, the believer is left
with a cold perception of God’s love, thinking that God
(the committee of three) so loved the world that they
sent one of them down here to pretend to be the Son of
one of the others who had stayed behind, and to pre-
tend to die, to reveal the love of all three, including the

two who had stayed behind. This concept falls far short
of revealing the wonderful love of God in giving His
Son to die for our sins and has nothing more than a hu-
man sacrifice for sin.

Applying the Knowledge

As we look at these four views of God, we see that
Modalists, Unitarians and Tritheists all understand the
word person to mean “a being,” while the orthodox
Trinitarians are adamantly opposed to this definition,
and claim that the three persons of the Trinity are some
mysterious, undefinable species of existence called
hypostasis. Philip Schaff puts it this way,

“The word person is in reality only a make-shift, in
the absence of a more adequate term.” (Philip Schaff,
History of the Christian Church, Volume 3, Section
130, pages 677)

Orthodox Trinitarians are adamantly opposed to the
idea that God is made up of three beings. They say that
anyone who says this is a Tritheist. Unitarians say
there is only one divine person, God the Father.

The Modalist will say that the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit are the same person, the Trinitarian will
say that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are the
same being, while the Tritheist will say the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit are three separate beings.

With the information contained in this study, it
should be easy for you to identify Trinitarians,
Modalists, Unitarians and Tritheists. Yet, Satan is al-
ways busy inventing new angles on these concepts,
and using different words to describe them, in an effort
to confuse God’s people, even the very elect. I believe
we will see this confusion increase as the time of
Christ’s return comes closer.

One way Satan has confused people is by having
different people use the same word with different
meanings. Some ministers and theologians, when ex-
pounding upon God and His nature, use the word “per-
son” to mean one of the modes, emanations, or
manifestations of an individual, so that one being can
have several of these “persons” or modes in which they
manifest themselves. Others use the word “person” to
mean a complete being, so that three persons would be
three separate beings. Still others use the word “per-
son” to mean, a mysterious form of existence that is
half-way between a characteristic and a being, so that
one being can have three separate self-conscious “per-
sons,” which are often called “hypostasis.”
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The Modalist will say that the
Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit are the same person, the
Trinitarian will say that the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit are the
same being, while the Tritheist will
say the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit are three separate beings.



To add to this confusion, the word “being,” at times,
is used with any of the above three definitions in mind,
most rarely with the first definition in mind, and most
often with the second definition in mind, but it has also
been used with the third definition in mind. So, as you
can see, if you want to understand what is being taught
by an individual, not only must you understand what
they are saying, but you must know what they mean
when they use the words, “person,” or “being.”

A Few Questions to Ask
Trinitarians

Here are a few questions I like to ask people to help
clarify where a person is coming from when they say
they believe in the Trinity:

• When did Jesus Christ become the Son of God?
• Is the Son of God’s life derived from the

Father?
• Was the Son of God begotten of the Father

other than when He was born in Bethlehem?
• Does the Son of God have a separate mind, will,

and consciousness from God the Father?
• Can God be tempted with sin?
• Could Jesus have sinned during his incarnation?
• Can God die?
• Was the Son of God conscious during the three

days and three nights He lay in the tomb?
• Can God have something revealed to Him, that

was hidden?
• Do you pray to the Holy Spirit? If not, why

neglect him? If so, where is your biblical
example?

• Does the Holy Spirit have a spirit of his own
like the Father and the Son?

These questions will go a long way to help clarify
what a person believes or teaches about God.

Summary

The idea of one God in three persons is contrary to
Scripture regardless of which theory is promoted to try
to harmonize these contradictory ideas. Modalism, Or-
thodox Trinitarianism, and Tritheism are all equally
dangerous in that they all deny the Bible truths that
Christ is truly the Son of God and that He truly died for
our sins. The Catholic invention of the eternal genera-
tion of the Son is merely an attempt to harmonize the
Bible truth that Christ is the only begotten Son of God
with the false theory that He is the same age as His Fa-
ther. It is neither biblical, nor consistent with reason. It

does away with the sonship of Christ as thoroughly as
Modalism or Tritheism. There are many other aspects
that are affected when one accepts these false theories,
yet the most important remain the sonship of Christ
and the death of Christ. The nature of Christ at His in-
carnation is also severely affected, along with the
atonement made for our sins.

These false theories about God leave their adher-
ents with, at best, a shallow picture of God’s love that
is unable to allow them to have the deep, genuine love
for God that can endure every hardship, especially the
conflict over the Mark of the Beast, which we shall all
face very soon.

Remember that no lie is safe, no matter how inno-
cently it is believed. Paul wrote that those who “be-
lieve a lie” will be “damned who believed not the truth,
but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” (2 Thessalonians
2:11, 12) Also, keep in mind that the majority are sel-
dom right in religious matters. Jesus said, “broad is the
way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be
which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and nar-
row is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there
be that find it.” (Matthew 7:13, 14) The councils of
men, and the man-made creeds that are so often es-
teemed by Christians, are not the standards by which
we can determine truth. There is only one standard, and
one alone, that we can trust as an infallible guide to
truth, and that is the Word of God. We must not trust
man to lead us into truth, for God said, “For the leaders
of this people cause them to err; and they that are led of
them are destroyed.” (Isaiah 9:16)

I pray that you will hold firmly to the truth of the Bi-
ble, that “there is but one God, the Father” and “one
Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 8:6), who is “the
only begotten Son of God” (John 3:18), who “pro-
ceeded forth” and “came out from God” “before the
hills” (John 8:42; 16:27; Proverbs 8:25), who “died for
our sins according to the Scriptures” (1 Corinthians
15:3), and “The Father… raised Him from the dead.”
(Galatians 1:1) I pray that you will also believe the
truth that the Holy Spirit is “the holy Spirit of God”
(Ephesians 4:30), which “proceedeth from the Father”
(John 15:26) and is sent to us “through Jesus Christ.”
(Titus 3:5, 6)

Keep the faith—the true faith! “Earnestly contend
for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.”
(Jude 1:3) �
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Lessons on Faith (Part 2)
by Alonzo T. Jones

(“Lessons on Faith Part 1” was printed in the September
2002 issue of Present Truth. Editor)

Faith is the expecting the word of God to do what it
says and the depending upon that word to do what it
says.

As that is faith and as faith comes by the word of God,
it is plain that the word of God, in order to inculcate faith,
must teach that the word has in itself power to accom-
plish what itself says.

And such is precisely the truth of the matter: the word
of God does teach just this and nothing else, so that it is
truly “the faithful word”—the word full of faith.

The greater part of the very first chapter of the Bible
is instruction in faith. That chapter has in itself no fewer
than six distinct statements that definitely inculcate
faith; with the essential connective of the first verse,
there are seven.

The inculcation of faith is the teaching that the word
of God itself accomplishes the thing which is spoken in
that word.

Read, then, the first verse of the Bible. “In the begin-
ning God created the heaven and the earth.” (Genesis
1:1) How did He create them? “By the word of the Lord

were the heavens made, and all the host of them by the
breath of his mouth… For he spake, and it was.” (Psalm
33:6-9) Before He spoke, it was not; after He spoke, “it
was.” Only by speaking, it was. What caused it to be?
The word only.

But darkness was upon all the face of the deep. God
wished light to be there, but how could there be light
when all was darkness? Again He spoke. “And God said,
Let there be light; and there was light.” Whence came the
light? The word which was spoken, itself produced the
light. “The entrance of thy words giveth light.” (Psalm
119:130)

There was no firmament, atmosphere. God wished
that there should be a firmament. How could it be pro-
duced? “God said, Let there be a firmament… and it was

so.” Another translation for “it was so” is, “And thus it
came to pass.” What caused the firmament to be? What
caused this thus to come to pass? The word only. He
spoke, and it was so. The word spoken, itself caused the
thing to exist.

God next desired that there should be dry land. How
could this be? Again He spoke. “God said, Let the waters
under the heaven be gathered together unto one place
and let the dry land appear; and it was so.”

Then there was no vegetation. Whence should this
come? Again God spoke. “And God said, let the earth
bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the
fruit-tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in it-
self, upon the earth, and it was so.”

Again He spoke. “And God said, let there be lights in
the firmament of heaven… and it was so.”

Again He spoke. “And God said, Let the earth bring
forth the living creature… and it was so.”

Thus it was that “by the word of the Lord” all things
were created. He spoke the word only, and it was so. The
word spoken, itself produced the thing.

Thus it was in creation. And thus it was in redemp-
tion. He healed the sick; He cast out devils; He stilled the
tempest; He cleansed the lepers; He raised the dead; He
forgave sins—all by His word. In all this, also, “He
spake and it was.”

And so He is the same yesterday and today and for-
ever. Always He is the Creator. And always He does all
things by His word only. And always He can do all
things by His word, because it is the very characteristic
of the word of God that it is possessed of the divine
power by which itself accomplishes the thing which is
spoken.

This is why it is that faith is the knowing that in the
word of God there is this power, the expecting the word
itself to do the thing spoken and the depending upon that
word itself to do that which the word speaks.

The teaching of faith is the teaching that such is the
nature of the word of God; the teaching of people to ex-

ercise faith is the teaching them to expect the word of
God to do what it says and to depend upon it to do the
thing which is by it spoken; the cultivating of faith is by
practice to cause to grow confidence in the power of the
word of God itself to do what in that word is said and de-
pendence upon that word itself to accomplish what the
word says.

And “the knowledge of what the Scripture means
when urging upon us the necessity of cultivating faith is
more essential than any other knowledge that can be ac-
quired.”

Are you cultivating faith? �
(This article was first printed in the December 27, 1898 is-
sue of The Review and Herald. It is also found on pages
16-18 of the book Lessons on Faith by A. T. Jones and E. J.
Waggoner. I added some verse references that were left out
in the original. Editor)
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Fearfully & Wonderfully Made (Part 10)
by George McDaniel

(This is the tenth in a series of health articles that are de-
signed to help you gain a deeper appreciation for God’s
amazing handiwork of the human body, and a better under-
standing of how it works and how it can be better maintained
by simple methods. George McDaniel is my father-in-law,
and has been a registered nurse for many years, which,
along with much research, has taught him many useful
health principles. I pray that you are being blessed by these
articles. Editor)

Water

Water composes about 75% of the human body. The
brain is 85% water. Even the bones, when alive, contain
about 50% water. This means that in a person weighing
150 pounds (68 kg.), about 112 pounds (51 kg.) of their
weight is water, with the remaining 38 pounds (17 kg.)
being composed of solids.

The blood stream in an average-sized person contains
about five quarts (5 lt.) of blood. The heart circulates
these five quarts throughout the body every minute. This
amounts to 7,200 quarts of blood each day, with 2,000
quarts going to the kidneys. Most of it goes to nourish the
kidney and adrenal structures. About 200 quarts of water
from the blood go into the filtering units called glomeruli.
Of this amount, only one-and-one-half quarts is excreted
as urine. The rest is reabsorbed into the blood. This is one
way in which the body cleanses itself from waste prod-
ucts and toxins. The kidney is programmed to reabsorb
only essential substances and to let the unwanted sub-
stances go out. It also has to excrete certain essential min-
erals such as potassium and sodium along with the water.

Other daily losses of water (approximate) are: 16
ounces (480 ml.) through the skin as sweat; 8 ounces (240
ml.) through the lungs and 8 ounces through the stool.
Fluctuations in this amount occur with illness, activity and
temperature/humidity of the environment. If one has a fe-
ver or the temperature and humidity are high, the body
loses more water. The water that is lost from the body
needs to be replaced on a daily basis. To total the amounts
given in the examples above, 48 ounces + 16 ounces + 8
ounces + 8 ounces = 80 ounces (2,400 ml.) lost per day.

The food we eat contains about 32 ounces of water. An-
other eight ounces is produced in the metabolic process of
digestion and utilization of the food. This is about half of
what has been lost. In order to maintain water balance, we
need to drink 40 ounces, or five eight-ounce glasses a day.
However, it is better to drink more than that; even twice
that amount. The kidneys will eliminate any excess unless

we have heart or kidney failure, in which case we should
be under the care of a competent physician.

Every function of the body depends upon an adequate
supply of water. Water is found inside the cells and also
in the space surrounding the cells. The proper proportion
of water in these two areas is critical to health. This distri-
bution of water is properly maintained by healthy cell
membranes which allow exchange of fluid and certain
minerals through osmotic pressure. Every tissue, organ
and system of the body operates in a liquid medium. We
couldn’t swallow, blink our eyes, speak, or even think or
move, without adequate water. As long as we drink ade-
quate water, every part of our body is enabled to function
optimally. If our water intake is less than adequate, the
body has a system that regulates the dispersal of the avail-
able water to the more vital areas.

Water not only acts as a solvent and means of trans-
port of nutrients, hormones and other chemical sub-
stances produced by the body, water itself regulates all
the functions of the body. Every function of the body is
pegged to the efficient flow of water.

A disturbance in water metabolism produces a variety
of signals indicating a system disturbance in the particu-
lar functions associated with the water supply and its ra-
tioned regulation. A sensation of thirst, or a dry mouth, is
not a good indicator of the need of water by the body. A
dry mouth is one of the last outward signs of dehydration.
In order to facilitate the chewing and swallowing of food,
saliva is produced even if the rest of the body is compara-
tively dehydrated. The older one gets, the less likely he is
to recognize even the more extreme signs of thirst. Some
elderly people can have a very dry mouth and yet deny
they are thirsty, and may even refuse to drink water.

Thirst can manifest itself in many different feelings,
such as feeling tired, irritable and depressed as well as in
cravings for manufactured drinks such as coffee, tea, so-
das and alcohol. When the dehydration continues for
some time it can manifest itself in conditions which have
been thought to be chronic diseases of unknown origin,
such as asthma, allergies, gastritis, heartburn, arthritis,
high blood pressure, chronic fatigue and elevated blood
cholesterol, to name a few. The physiological state of
each individual’s body determines the initial symptoms
and complications of dehydration. In next month’s article
I will explain how a lack of water can cause some of these
conditions. If you suffer any of these symptoms, it is easy
to learn if the cause is dehydration; just increase your
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water intake for a few weeks. Drink eight to ten glasses a
day, which is two to two-and-one-half quarts. You proba-
bly will have to force yourself to drink this amount of wa-
ter at first. Just keep reminding yourself of the benefits.

One indicator of adequate water intake is the color of
your urine. It should be colorless or very pale yellow.
(Some medications color the urine. If you take a multivita-
min supplement containing riboflavin, your urine will
have a bright yellow color.) Don’t drink the manufactured
beverages, such as coffee, tea, or soft drinks. The caffeine
and other chemicals in these drinks act as a diuretic. They
force the kidneys to release more water, so they are no help
for hydrating the body; they actually contribute to the de-
hydration problem. The best thing to drink is pure water.
Fresh vegetable and fruit juices are also good.

Water has many uses outside the body as well as in-
side. Frequent bathing is important to health. The body
eliminates toxins through the sweat glands. Heavy metals
such as mercury can be eliminated in this way. We be-
come aware of sweating when the temperature is hot or
we are physically very active, but sweating occurs con-
tinuously. These toxins can be reabsorbed by the body if
they are allowed to remain on the skin. This is also why
we should change our undergarments daily and our other
clothing frequently and wash them with water. Much wa-
ter should be used in maintaining a clean home. When our
surroundings are clean and fresh, many germs are elimi-
nated and a calming effect on the nerves is felt.

The application of cold and hot water to the skin is
beneficial for many conditions. Cold applications can be

used to stop bleeding, relieve pain after an injury, numb
an area, relieve congestion, prevent swelling after a
sprain or bruise, reduce inflammation, relieve joint pain
and reduce congestion in the head. Heat can be used to re-
lieve pain, stimulate perspiration, improve circulation in
a local area, relieve muscle spasms, help rheumatic pains
and reduce congestion in the chest or sinuses.

We are probably all familiar with taking a hot bath to
relieve stress and promote relaxation, or a cold shower to
stimulate and invigorate. These are just a few of the many
external uses of water. I will plan to devote a future article
to water treatments.

Another use for water occurs in cold climates where
houses have to be heated for comfort. Regardless of what
kind of heat is used, it dries the air. Dry air dries out the
nose and throat and makes it more likely one will suc-
cumb to a virus infection. Heated air is also deficient in
negative ions. It has become devitalized. This can con-
tribute to depression and illness. Moisture needs to be
added to such air. One can put a pot of water on the heat-
ing stove or use a humidifier. The vitality of the air can
also be increased by allowing outdoor air into the house.
A window can be left open an inch or so to let in outdoor
air, which contains negative ions. If connecting doors are
left open, this can improve the quality of the air in several
rooms. The heat bill may be a little higher, but the effect
on health and temperament will be worth it.

Next month we will discuss the relation of water con-
sumption to symptoms of dis-ease. �
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Letters from our Readers
“I have been so much interested in your teachings. I

was introduced to Sabbath keeping by Pastor _____ who
has been conducting evening Bible studies in my house. I
am happy to know the true Sabbath. Again, I now know
that there is only one God and not three gods in one being.
I was a Catholic but now I am keeping the Sabbath. Send
me some pamphlets I can read.” Kenya

“We have nine people who have accepted [the truth in]
the message of Smyrna Gospel Ministries from the time
when Brother ______ explained to us the message. In our
country, Rwanda, we have many problems because a big
number we have are orphans and widows.” Rwanda

“Thank you for the money and your prayers. I am very
happy today because I collected 18 boxes of tracts yester-
day. Praise be to God… We are very busy distributing the

tracts. Let us keep praising God for what He is doing. The
truth about Himself and His Son is moving across the
earth. May God continue blessing you. Pass my greetings
to all.” Zambia

“I am here in Zomba, Malawi. Brother _____ gave me
seven churches to teach in different places. Could you
please send $50 to my family in Lusaka for food. I will
spend four weeks in Zomba then after I will return to Zam-
bia, even me, I need more funds.” Zambia

(Praise the Lord! $100 of this has been provided. Editor)

“We are grateful that today we can testify to the good-
ness of the Lord who, with your help and sacrifices, en-
abled us to hold the first camp meeting season of the
non-trinitarian as from Sept. 27 to Oct. 4, 2002 here in
Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania… There was the first baptism of
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five souls in the Indian Ocean as led by Pastor _____ who
conducted the baptism service and later led the reception
service of the same brethren into the fellowship of the
non-trinitarian. In the afternoon the ordination ceremony
of two brothers took place, one as a minister and one as
church elder.” Tanzania

“I have really benefitted from the discussion about the
condition of the dead and God and His Son, Jesus Christ. It
is very true that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and not an-
other god.” Kenya

“Thank you for printing those letters concerning “The
Work in Africa.” Praise God for His work there; it is truly
amazing!” Tennessee

“I was reading the latest newsletter (October 2002) and
would like to receive your booklet, ‘Formulation of the
Doctrine of the Trinity.’” Washington D.C.

“Would you include me on your mailing list to receive
your monthly publication, Present Truth.” Zambia

“I got the last edition of the Present Truth with the arti-
cle on chapters 8 and 9 of Daniel and have been engrossed
in it. While much of it has been pleasant review, a few
points are new and exciting to me, particularly pointing
out the ‘Trinity’ god as ‘the strange god whom their fa-
thers never knew’ in Daniel 11. I know it is right on the
money and harmonizes perfectly with everything I have
come to understand so far of that chapter.” Illinois

“Thank you very much for the parcel with ‘The Holy
Spirit,’ ‘The Love of God,’ ‘The Importance of Knowing
the Truth About God,’ etc.… They are really very good ar-
ticles and we learned much about the Lord. These mes-
sages and articles gave me wonderful knowledge and will
be helpful to our forthcoming meetings. I am explaining
these messages in our prayer meetings and our believers
appreciated very much… I am teaching the believers in
our mother tongue.” India

“I have misplaced parts 3, 4, 5, 6 & 7 of ‘Fearfully and
Wonderfully Made.’ Could you please send me these cop-
ies (by your father-in-law.) I’ve had cancer two times and
part 8 was very interesting! Thank you very much!”

Michigan

“Could you send me the books/pamphlets, ‘The For-
mulation of the Doctrine of the Trinity,’ ‘Shelter in the
Storm,’ ‘A Time to Choose,’ ‘The Truth About God,’ and
the video cassettes from the 2002 camp meeting talks by
my uncle, Bob Habenicht.” Michigan

“Would you have the answers to the crossword puzzle.
I have done the puzzle. I think it is a very good… I think
the answers should be printed on the last page of the
monthly issue and on the web.” New York

“The Present Truth magazine is a teacher of revival. We
thank the Lord for this issue, October, having ‘Something
for the Young at Heart.’ This subject has aroused our youth
to find out how to learn the Bible. Thanks!” Tanzania

“I’m sitting here in this prison dorm and just finished
reading, by the dim night lights, a ragged and tattered copy
(that has portions missing) of your December 2001 issue
of Present Truth. It is really a blessing that publications
like this make the rounds through so many hands—even
with pages 3 & 4 missing.

“I especially enjoyed the article by Lynnford Beachy,
‘Shelter in the Storm’… I really do enjoy this publication
of yours! Please, if you can, send me any copies you may
have of old issues, and will you also please send me future
issues? I sure will appreciate your doing so. I will also
share all the issues that you send with the other hungry
prisoners here. We all seem to be able to share the really
good publications, like yours.” Oregon

“I just finished reading some of your literature that
_____ lent to me and I find the Present Truth full of Bible
based truth. I am requesting a free subscription and also
the July, 2001, issue of the Present Truth, “The Big Pic-
ture; about the judgment. Thank you in advance and may
the Lord continue to bless this ministry to make present
truth as plain as you make it. I am also a co-laborer with
Christ in this prison so please pray for me also.” Florida

(Many of the letters from Africa include requests. Thanks to
the kindness of our Lord, and the generosity of His people,
some of these needs have been met. However, there are
many that we are unable to meet due to lack of funds.

Some of the needs that have not been met are:

� A motorcycle for a minister in Uganda—$1,000.

� A house for a minister and his family in Tanza-
nia—$3,200.

� Building material to build a church in Nigeria—$1800.
(The Lord has provided $200 of the $2,000 needed.)

� Telephone and bicycle for a minister in Zambia—$500.

� Supplies for literature evangelism, crusades, and Bible
courses in Zambia—$500 monthly.

� Crusades in Kenya—$500. (The Lord has provided
$1,000 of the $1,500 needed.)

� Hungry Christian families suffering from a drought in
Uganda.—unspecified amount.

�Widows and orphans in Rwanda.—unspecified amount.

� Paper and ink for printing in Zimbabwe—$500 monthly.

� Several ministers have been sponsored, but there are a
few who have not. They need funds for the living ex-
penses of themselves and their families—$100 each.

If the Lord impresses you to help meet any of these needs,
please contact us and we will give you the necessary infor-
mation to contact these brethren. Thank you! Editor)
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Something for the Young at Heart
We would like to give you an interesting and easy way to study the Bible, so we are including a crossword puzzle for you. Try
it, and see what you think. If you have any suggestions, please let us know. In order to maintain the flow of the study, this
crossword puzzle is not split into Across and Down sections—Across or Down is indicated at the end of each line.

The Sabbath

�How many days did it take for God to create heaven and
earth? Exodus 31:17—18 Across

� After God created heaven and earth He rested on the
____ day. Genesis 2:2—14 Down

�God ____ the seventh day and sanctified it. Genesis
2:3—17 Across

�When God blesses something, how long does it remain
blessed? 1 Chronicles 17:27 (2 words in KJV)—11

Across

�How many days of the week are we allowed to work? Ex-
odus 34:21 (2 words)—16 Down

�What are the first six days of the week called? Ezekiel
46:1 (2 words)—10 Down

�How much work is to be done on the six working days?
Deuteronomy 5:13 (3 words)—5 Across

�How much work may we do on the seventh day of the
week? Leviticus 23:3 (2 words)—2 Across

�What are we to do on the seventh day of the week? Exo-
dus 23:12—12 Down

� Six days of the week the Israelites were commanded to
____ manna. Exodus 16:26—3 Down

� If the manna was kept until the next morning it bred
worms and ____. Exodus 16:20—16 Across

�God sent ____ as much manna on the sixth day of the
week as He did on the first five days. Exodus 16:22—9
Across

�How much manna did God send on the seventh day of the
week? Exodus 16:26—8 Down

�On Sabbath morning the manna that had been collected
the day before did not stink, nor have ____. Exodus
16:24—13 Down

�How many years did God perform the Sabbath miracle of
preserving the manna? Exodus 16:35—1 Down

� Jesus said that He did not come to ____ the law. Matthew
5:17—6 Across

�Right after Christ died, what did the disciples do on the
Sabbath day according to the commandment? Luke
23:56—15 Down

�On what day of the week did the disciples plan to embalm
the body of Jesus, which they did not do on the Sabbath
because of the commandment? Luke 24:1 (3 words)—7

Down

�On what day of the week did Paul enter the synagogue
and preach to the Jews? Acts 13:14-16 (3 words)—4

Down

�On what day of the week did Paul preach to the Gentiles?
Acts 13:42, 44—19 Across
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Crossword Puzzle Answers
By the request of one of our readers, we will in-

clude the answer key for each crossword puzzle in the
same issue that it is published. Below is the answer
key for this month’s crossword puzzle entitled, “The
Sabbath,” and to the right is the answer key for the one
that was printed last month entitled, “The Father and
the Son.”
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