
2 Peter 1:12

Dear Readers, October 2001

“Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour.” (Titus 1:4) I pray that you
are all doing well today. These are troublous times we are living in. I pray that the recent disasters will cause you to draw
closer to God and your loved ones. Situations like this can help or hinder your relationship with God, depending upon
how you react to them. Our trip to Africa went very well. Please read the report on page XX. There is another missionary
trip taking place in just a few days. Pastors Allen Stump and David Clayton, the Lord willing, will be in Australia by the
time you receive this paper. Please pray that their trip will be a blessing to many people.

(The following article is based on a sermon preached on
September 15 at the Smyrna Chapel. Editor)

“America Under Attack,” “Horror,” “Another Day
That Will Live in Infamy;” these were some of the news-
paper headlines after the evil attacks upon New York
City and the Pentagon building on the 11th of September.
And truly it will be a day that will live in infamy!

The horrific nature of seeing the two World Trade
Center Towers collapse sent chills and brought sorrow,
not only to millions of Americans, but to billions in the
world. At this time of fear and uncertainty, some have
questioned to ask if God exists. If God exits, where was
He on September 11? Does He really care about innocent
people? Is He involved in men’s affairs today?

Perhaps many of these same people who doubt today,
if polled on September 10 would have had a different
reaction. Yet most of us have read about the flood
described in Genesis, when all but eight people perished.
We have read of the destructions of Jerusalem and didn’t
question God’s existence or His caring. While there are
few survivors of WWI, most alive today know of it by the
records of history. Yet on September the 10th we did not
question God because of WWI. There are still many sur-
vivors of WWII. It was the first major war that was well
chronicled with film. We know of its horrors well. Yet on
September the 10th we did not question God because of
it. I do not wish to lessen the trauma and tragedy that
played out on world-wide television September the 11th,
but if we think it was the worst thing that ever happened,
please remember Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

Yet, it is not only the severity of the matter, but also
the freshness of the matter that causes us to question God.
But may I remind you of the first words of the prophet
Daniel when called before King Nebuchadnezzar to
interpret the king’s dream, “There is a God in heaven.”
(Daniel 2:28) Beloved, God does exists and He is most
assuredly interested in the affairs of men and women. He
loved every one who perished in those attacks on Sep-
tember 11 so much that He sent His only begotten Son to
die for them, as well as for us. Today, we need to look to
God more than ever. In the words of Isaac Watts, “God
our help in ages past, our hope for years to come.” The
United States of America was taken by surprise that
“black Tuesday,” but God wasn’t. He still lives and rules.
He has not abdicated His throne!

Today, we as a nation, and we as a church, face new
challenges. Based on Bible prophecy, we believe the last
end time events will progress with lightning speed. The
United States of America would be the great final super-
power. The world would follow the lead of America in
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forming an image to the Roman beast power of Revela-
tion 13. We should not be shocked if we see events before
our very eyes that may be leading to the final fulfillment
of these prophecies!

Since the tragic attacks, the leaders from the United
States, such as New York Senator Hillary Clinton, have
talked of a new world, a new life, a new society. Missis-
sippi Senator Trent Lott declared that we have a new
society where freedom must find a new balance with
security! Security is what Americans and others in the
“free world” want. They want security from terrorism in
the form of hijacked airplanes, biological and chemical
warfare, and even nuclear sabotage. They want security
from their water supplies being poisoned. They want
security enough to be willing to make many changes, and
even some drastic alterations! Already legislation has been
drafted in the United States Congress to give the govern-
ment more power in wire-tapping and to issue search war-
rants, further invading the basic right of privacy.

The scene of the smoking remains of the Twin Towers
smoldering in lower Manhattan was dramatic. The area
was sealed off “black Tuesday” with travel into and out
of the area cut off. With the wickedness and the danger in
large cities such as New York, it should not come as a
surprise that God dispersed the multitudes at the tower of
Babel, and destroyed the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah.
We should take this as God’s warning for us to leave the
large cities and live in the country. Brothers and Sisters in
Christ, if you are still living in or near a large city, please
get out while there is still time. Black Tuesday should
help us to see what targets for terrorist attacks they are. It
has given us an example of how easy it would be to be
trapped within a large city without the ability to get out!

The Events of September 11
Call Us to Seek God

This tragedy and its wake is a call, first and foremost,
to seek God. As individuals, and as Americans, for those
who live in the United States, this is a call to repent and
seek God. While I do not accept the views of Pat Robert-
son and Jerry Falwell who attributed the attacks to the ho-
mosexual and abortion problems in this country,
America, as a nation, is far from God. Abraham Lincoln
could say even in His day:

“We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of
Heaven. We have grown in numbers, wealth, and power as no
other nation has ever grown. But we have forgotten God.

“We have forgotten the gracious hand which preserved us in
peace, and multiplied and enriched and strengthened us, and we
have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all
these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and
virtue of our own. Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have

become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and
preserving grace, too proud to pray to the God who made us.…
too proud to pray.”

If this was true nearly a century and a half ago, how
much more true it is today. While I do not wish to judge
any person or nation, the events of September 11 should
be enough to awake anyone who might have been sleep-
ing spiritually. We need to pray for our nation and its
leaders. (1 Timothy 2:1, 2) We need to pray for each other
that we might be in Christ. Today, God is speaking to us:
“Set thine house in order.” (Isaiah 38:1)

September 11 Calls Us to
Seek God as Our Only Hope

The events of “black Tuesday” are a call to seek God
because He is our only help. The Scriptures state:

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trou-
ble. Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed,
and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea;
Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the
mountains shake with the swelling thereof. Selah. There is a
river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the
holy place of the tabernacles of the most High. God is in the
midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall help her, and that
right early. The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: he ut-
tered his voice, the earth melted. The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah. (Psalm 46:1-7)

He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall
abide under the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the LORD,
He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust.
Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from
the noisome pestilence. He shall cover thee with his feathers, and
under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and
buckler. Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the
arrow that flieth by day; Nor for the pestilence that walketh in
darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday. A thou-
sand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it
shall not come nigh thee. Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold
and see the reward of the wicked. Because thou hast made the
LORD, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation;
There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh
thy dwelling. For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to
keep thee in all thy ways. (Psalm 91:1-11)

In this time of uncertainty and danger. God is our only
hope. How thankful we should be that God offers us hope.

“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith

the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil.” (Jeremiah
29:11) God says that He has thoughts of peace and not
evil toward His people. We can look to God because He
is concerned about us. The above promise is especially
precious in its context. Israel had been taken into captiv-
ity by Nebuchadnezzar, the temple was in ruins, the peo-
ple were discouraged. Many had felt forsaken by God. In
the light of that backdrop Jeremiah wrote:
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For thus saith the LORD, That after seventy years be accom-
plished at Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good word
toward you, in causing you to return to this place. For I know

the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD,

thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected

end. Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto
me, and I will hearken unto you. And ye shall seek me, and find
me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart. And I will
be found of you, saith the LORD: and I will turn away your cap-
tivity, and I will gather you from all the nations, and from all the
places whither I have driven you, saith the LORD; and I will
bring you again into the place whence I caused you to be carried
away captive. (Jeremiah 29:10-14)

This same prophet also wrote: “It is of the LORD’s

mercies that we are not consumed, because his compas-

sions fail not. They are new every morning: great is thy

faithfulness.” (Lamentations 3:22, 23)

The Events of September 11
Call Us to Seek God NOW

The events of “black Tuesday” were a call to seek God
NOW, because “life at its longest is short.” How many of
the thousands who died that fateful Tuesday could have
had any idea that it would be their last day alive? The
Scriptures teach us to pray that we might know how to
“number our days, that we may apply our hearts to wis-
dom.” (Psalm 90:12) The old saying, “we know not what
tomorrow holds,” is more true today than ever. How
many common people could have imagined the events of
September 11 on September 10? If we ever needed to
have a day-by-day experience with the Lord it is today.

For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the
day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the ac-
cepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation. (2 Corinthians
6:2)

The Events of September 11
Call Us to Forgive

The events of “black Tuesday” are a call for forgive-
ness. Arizona Senator John McCain stated, “I say to our
enemies, ‘We are coming, God may show you mercy. We
will not’.” Retired General and leader of the Desert
Storm forces, Norman Schwarzkopf said, “God may for-
give them, but we won’t.” While we believe that those
who have perpetrated this evil must come to justice, let us
remember that God is the ultimate Judge. “Dearly be-
loved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto
wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay,
saith the Lord.” (Romans 12:19)

If Jesus could say, “Father, forgive them; for they

know not what they do,” (Luke 23:34) what about us? Is
the tragedy that America suffered any worse than the
death of the Prince of Heaven? Could it be worse than the

outright murder of the Son of God? You might think,
“But this was thousands of lives!” Yes, that is true, but
the blood of that One Life was more than equal to all the
souls that have ever lived on this earth.

The United States government claims Osama bin
Laden is responsible and will soon reveal the evidence to
prove so. Perhaps he is guilty. However even if he is,
what good will it do us to hate or harbor ill against him
and/or those who helped to commit these acts of terror-
ism? Also, let us not stereotype Arab people or those who
differ from us, but let us show the love of God in an effort
to reach out to those who are twisted in mind, that they
might find the only true God and His kingdom.

The Events of September 11
Call Us to Draw Together

The events of “black Tuesday” call us to draw to-
gether as a people united in truth and love. Those who
have petty differences and problems, grudges, and other
unchristian feelings and thoughts, need to “grow up.” In
the light of September 11, how important are our grudges
and personal differences we think we have? Our friend-
ship and brotherhood is needed now more than ever.

A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born for adver-
sity. (Proverbs 17:17)

A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly: and
there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother. (Proverbs
18:24)

Millions who do not know God as we claim to know
Him have united and drawn together to give support to
the victims and their families. Volunteers have given
money, blood, and labor in the recovery effort. Ameri-
cans all across the United States have accepted a
comradery not displayed since World War II. If those
who do not know God as we do can draw together, what
about those who claim to know God?

The End?
While some Christians predicted that the end had

surely come in both WWI and WWII, neither of these
events brought the end of the world. While America as a
nation was no saint during those conflicts, and far less
than perfect, God allowed her to triumph over evil. While
Satan may use these movements to start a chain of events,
we do not yet know God’s exact timetable. Let us pray
that we might be as the tribe Issachar in the time of David,
“which were men that had understanding of the times, to

know what Israel ought to do.” (1 Chronicles 12:32)

According to Bible prophecy, are we at the very end?
Honestly, I do not know. But I do know that we are at
least on the edge of the very end, if not the very end itself.

www.present-truth.net Study to show thyself approved unto God Page 3

Present Truth



NATO is solidly behind the United States. More coun-
tries each day are following the lead of America and lin-
ing up behind her. The United Nations looks to be
involved as well. One insightful writer wrote:

The days in which we live are solemn and important. The
Spirit of God is gradually but surely being withdrawn from the
earth. Plagues and judgments are already falling upon the
despisers of the grace of God. The calamities by land and sea,
the unsettled state of society, the alarms of war, are portentous.
They forecast approaching events of the greatest magnitude.
The agencies of evil are combining their forces, and consolidat-
ing. They are strengthening for the last great crisis. Great
changes are soon to take place in our world, and the final move-
ments will be rapid ones. (Christian Service, page 52)

New, wild, fanciful interpretations of Daniel’s
prophecies made up to fit the recent events are not needed
or helpful. The study of Nostradamus’ prophecies is a

waste of time. We do need to carefully study the recent
events in their whole spectrum in light of Bible prophecy.
If God’s people will diligently study His Word and hum-
bly seek His face, God will direct them.

While there is an interest in spiritual things and end
time events among the people of this earth, let us be men of
opportunity! This is not a time for self-interests, but a time
to share the good news! Jesus has instructed His church to
occupy till He comes. (Luke 19:13) Let us not be “cum-

berers of the ground, unfaithful watchmen,” but rather
faithful stewards whom their Master will find working
when He comes. Let us be courageous Christians, know-
ing we have a God who will watch over His own. �

(Pastor Allen Stump writes from his home in Welch, West
Virginia where he and I work together in evangelism and the
publishing work here at Smyrna Gospel Ministries. Editor)
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Letters from our Readers
“Please delete my name from your subscription to

Present Truth. The reason is because I do not want to cost
your work/ministry any expense, and also that I cannot
find the time to read them. If I want to read them, I will ac-
cess through the Internet. Thank you in the meantime for a
wonderful, spirit-filled magazine.” Pennsylvania

“Thank you so much for the information you have
given me regarding the progress of the work in your area
and may the Lord bless all the efforts done for His cause. I
am always praying for the work in the Lord’s vineyard in-
cluding all the workers of Present Truth around the world.

“I thank the Lord that the books America in Prophecy,
together with the tracts, have just arrived and I have al-
ready distributed some of the books to interested persons
and the tracts as well. May the Lord bless you continually
in your efforts to help the spread of the Gospel through the
print. I am looking forward for the unity of all Present

Truth believers IN THE TRUTH throughout the world,
that Christ’s prayer in John 17 will have its fulfilment.

“May the Lord bless all your efforts for His glory!”
Philippines

“I pray this letter finds you, your family, and the minis-
try doing well and protected by the grace of our Father. I
appreciate your involvement in Truth Seekers Ministries.
It is a great work you are doing in the service of God.

“Thank you for your comments concerning my re-
sponses to the Bible study questions. Studying God’s
Word is fun, as well as edifying. There is so much to learn
about our Creator and our relationship to Him. In a life-

time we will not know all there is to know. Maybe we can
learn it all in eternity?…

“The other day I had the opportunity to talk with a
prison guard. I was asked if I thought the morality of this
nation will change for the better. I told her, No, it will not,
because in order to do that there has to be a return to a spir-
itual relation with God. Without a right relationship with
God there can be no sustained morality. Everybody doing
their own thing is not going to get it. That is why there is so
much violence, sexual promiscuity, STDs, divorce, juve-
nile delinquency, drug abuse, and staggering budgets to
house criminals. Ours is a society gone wild. Satan is
pushing the buttons that cause people to act so out of con-
trol. Our only hope is in the return of the Messiah.

“It is unfortunate there are so many people who need
help that all the helping organizations in the world cannot
reach them all. All the pain and suffering we see today is
the result of mankind believing he knows what is right and
wrong for himself. We do not, indeed cannot, know what
is right for us apart from the guidance of our Creator. (Jer-
emiah 17:9) Satan continues to deceive the whole world
(Revelation 12:9) into thinking they know what is right.

“This letter has run on much longer than intended. I
just wanted to share a few thoughts with you. Enclosed
with this letter are the last two completed lessons. I appre-
ciate the opportunity to study God’s Word. The more we
study God’s Word, the more we know it, and have it be-
come effective in our lives. May God continue to bless
Truth Seekers Ministries.” Michigan

� �



“We, as a family, want to thank you for the beautiful
camp meeting! Truly it was a spiritual feast. Never have
we been so blessed in all our lives. Thank you—thank you.
People are hungering after meetings like this. Please send
us the camp meeting tapes.” Washington

“I received all the great info you sent me. It’s just what
I was looking for. I enjoyed talking to you a lot. I am never
overwhelmed by truthful info. I am an avid reader. From
reading and studying all that you sent me, I no longer be-
lieve in the trinity. I appreciate your kindness. I don't have
much money but as soon as I can I will send some to cover
the costs of the literature and mailing.” New Jersey

“I am one of those who receive your magazine and I am
very happy for this, but I don't have the numbers from
1998 to 2000 (all) including January 2001.Can you be so
kind to send it to me?

“With your permission I'd like to translate and distrib-
ute your magazine in my country.

“I wish you all the best and God bless you.” Romania

“I have a remark and a question. I will like to begin
with the remark: In the Present Truth of September 2001,
you have made remark/comment/commentary on a Ques-
tion and Answer. The question was ‘Is ONE denomination
bound for heaven?’

“In your answer you wrote, ‘Many people really think
that because they are a member of a particular denomina-
tion they will be given access to the kingdom of God,
AND IF THEY SEPARATE THEMSELVES FROM
THAT DENOMINATION THEY WILL HAVE
CLOSED ANY POSSIBILITY OF ENTERING INTO
HEAVEN. THIS IDEA IS WITHOUT FOUNDATION
IN THE BIBLE.’

“I’m not in agreement with this statement in the capital
letters, because if you are in a denomination who keeps the
SABBATH OF THE LORD for years, and for some rea-
son like you want the manifestations of the spirit such as
healing, and you cannot find it in the denomination who
keeps the SABBATH HOLY, you leave to another where
you can get the manifestations, the spirit who worship on
Sunday. The day of the enemy.

“If we go back to the ancient Jewish people, whenever
thy stopped worshiping the GOD OF THE MOST HIGH
and begin to worship the gods of the heathen nations,
GOD sent a REBUKE for his people.

“And when we come in New Testament era the Jewish
people never have gone to worship other gods than the
GOD OF ISRAEL.

“It is the same thing today, if once in your life you have
accepted the SABBATH OF THE LORD THY GOD and
for some reason you leave the ranks of SABBATH
KEEPERS to join with Sunday worshipers, you will go in

total darkness. Because GOD have shed light upon you to
understand the truth about the Sabbath, this is
ABOMINATION AGAINST THE HOLY GHOST. The
Lord is unchangeable, therefore His Law is Immutable.”

Netherlands

(I appreciate your comments. I agree that leaving a denomi-
nation that keeps the commandments of God to join a de-
nomination that rejects God’s commandments is rebellion
against God. However, if you leave a Sabbath-keeping de-
nomination that worships a false god, then you are not re-
belling against God. If you would then join a denomination
that rejects God’s commandments, that would be an act of
rebellion against God. The main point of the response to this
question was to show that being a member of a particular
denomination does not guarantee you a place in heaven.
Nor does being removed from a particular denomination
guarantee that you will not be permitted to enter heaven. I
remain committed to this position. Editor)

“I am enjoying the September 2001 issue of Present

Truth.… The article, ‘Shall it be Grace or Sin?’ was very
good. I really enjoy the letters from your readers.

“I could not agree to all of your answers about the
women’s head veilings (even though I do not like to dis-
agree or be argumentative) but I want to study more on this
issue. I do not claim to have a perfect understanding on
this.” Tennessee

“It was such a big joy to learn that our dear brothers
have had a long trip but finally arrived safely. Praise GOD
Our Father and JESUS CHRIST His Son for the wonder-
ful protection that was extended to them during their entire
trip. We are indeed grateful for the rich blessings we re-
ceived through them.” Tanzania

“I just want to commend you on your answer to the
question about head coverings. I already knew what I be-
lieved on the subject, however, your answer was the most
comprehensive and clear answer I have read. Thank you
for it.” Australia

“Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is so
relieving to hear that brother BEACHY & HOWARD ar-
rived safely back home to the States. Yea, the Lord is so
good, we praise and give glory to His Name for his loving
care over His children. Oh PRAISE THE LORD.…

“I'm sending warm and tender greetings from brethren
and sisters in Zimbabwe, they said they LOVE YOU SO
MUCH and they are so grateful about your caring for us.”

Zimbabwe

“I would like to thank Lynnford and his associates for
the work they have done in taking the mystery out of the
mystery of the Godhead. I have always accepted some dis-
cordance when it comes to the Godhead; they have made
me see that the Bible is more plain than most often some
Christian leaders would like us to believe.” Florida
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Report on the Work in Peru
by Willis Smith with input from Ben Vela

I arrived in Peru around 5:00 a.m on Friday, the 7th of
September. There were hundreds of people standing
around waiting for people to arrive. They were calling out to
me in Spanish. I could not understand what they were say-
ing. I was to meet Brother Aland, a Messianic Jew who has
accepted the truth about God, but we had never met and,
to top it off, I had no idea what he looked like. I wondered if
he was calling my name in Spanish and I didn’t know it? My
fear left when I heard someone hollering “Brother Willis,
Brother Willis.” My heartbeat became normal again.

Aland and I waited another hour and a half or more be-
fore Brother Ben Vela’s plane arrived. By God’s grace, we
were able to pass out a few tracts while we were at the air-
port.

The Work Began
Friday morning, and part of the afternoon, we rested

from a nine-hour flight. That evening we traveled to
Chaclacayo for our first meeting, Friday evening there were
around ten people present and some of them were children.
We had two visitors off the street, who also attended ser-
vices on Sabbath. One man who visited brought his wife
and daughter on Sabbath morning. He had been searching
for truth, and he stated that he thought this was a good place
to find it. The message Friday evening was about the great-
ness of our Father’s love in giving His Son for us. Aland
translated all the messages for us. He was so involved that
he sometimes added extra. Brother Ben Vela knew enough
Spanish to realize that it was always helpful tips.

Sabbath morning we had around 22 people attend the
service, including four visitors. I presented the Sabbath
School class on the state of the dead. The people were
learning the truth about the dead, and it was amazing to
watch our Father pull down the doctrines of error from these
people’s minds. Aland, who has been working with this sub-
ject, was very comfortable with the topic and understood the
material well. The children were beautiful. They showed that
they had been memorizing the Scriptures. Ben presented a
message emphasizing that Christ was the true Messiah be-
cause He was anointed of His Father in 27 A.D. and died in
31 A.D. according to the prophecy of Daniel 9. The people
listened attentively, and committed themselves in the future
to study to understand better.

We also had lunch on Sabbath together. Because the
members are very poor, Aland and his wife Karina provided
everything. We noticed their willingness to even provide bus
fare for the members to go to church, and the means that
were provided for the work here went to help with food,
travel, and literature during the time we were there.

We printed over 1,000 tracts while we were there, and
we passed out around 2,000 tracts. We were able to sow
the seed of God’s Word in, Lima, Cieneguilla, Cañete, out-
side Lurigancho prison in the north part of Lima,
Chaclacayo, the mountains of Huaycan, Santa Beatriz,

and Lince. The tracts we distributed outside the prison
were also taken inside the prison by some volunteers who
were Christian workers going into the prison. The tracts
were “The Love of God,” “The Holy Spirit,”and “The Truth
About God,” all in Spanish.

We had a total of five successful, planned, organized
meetings with members of the church, but we had many
other unplanned, one-on-one, spur-of-the-moment, stud-
ies with people we met on the streets.

On one such occasion, we had been passing out tracts
at one of the prisons on Sunday morning and went for
brunch afterwards. Right around the corner from the res-
taurant is a statue of Mary with a child in her arms, and an-
other female statue worshiping her. In a very high-pitched
voice, I began to ask Mary if she could hear me; paying no
attention to the three young men passing by us at that time.
When Aland saw them turning to see what I was doing, he
figured that they were very upset with me making fun of
their beloved lord. Finally, they stopped, and we caught up
to them. Much to our surprise, they were renegades from
the Roman system as well as the Pentecostal church.
They had a thousand questions and right there on a busy
street corner, we had a nearly two-hour Bible study on a
variety of subjects.

Before we left them, with prayer, we exchanged ad-
dresses and set up a meeting for Tuesday, that did not
come about. But we still have the contact. Aland did the
translating. (However, when Ben and I went off on our own,
Ben did the translating and talking through an electronic
dictionary translator. God really blessed.)

Lima
Ben and I stayed in Petit Thouars Hotel on Petit Ave. It

was a nice, clean, but small hotel. Undoubtedly it was one
of the cleanest places in the city. We met a pastor of a
small Pentecostal church who has a church in this hotel,
and an office on the first floor where the church is. We
joined him for a study, and for the first time he realized that
the Trinity was introduced to the world by the Roman Cath-
olic Church, and that it is false. He wants as much material,
on any subject, that we have in Spanish.

God’s Grace
One of the most fascinating things I saw and realized in

Lima, was an age-old blessing that God has provided them,
right out of the Garden of Eden. Even though this dreadful
place is heavily cursed because of the idolatry of this Catho-
lic-controlled country, God is showing forth His mercy, and
His grace. Just as there was no rain on the earth before the
flood, we saw very little, if any, rain during our stay. Yet, ev-
ery morning the ground and streets were wet. One night we
were riding home in the bus, and the driver turned on his
windshield wipers because the windows had become wet.
He kept them on while moving because they were needed.
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But when he stopped, there was no need for the wipers.
There was a mist, just like in the Garden of Eden. I believe
God sends this mist in order to clear away some of the foul
odor for those people to be able to bear living there, and to
show His love and grace toward them; giving them time to
choose His Son as their Lord and Saviour.

The Wrong god
Lima, Peru, like the rest of the country, is engulfed in

idolatry. There is one sure way of knowing where Catholics
are in control: you will find many statues all over the place.
They have many statues representing Mary, and Jesus.
They have statues of men and women, and of beasts, and
of creeping and crawling things, and of the fowls and other
flying things. You will find these things inside, on the top of
and all around their homes, as well as many other buildings.

Penance for Salvation
As Ben and I stood on the front porch of where we were

staying in Peru, we always noticed how dull and dingy the
houses looked. They look like something out of a newspa-
per comic strip. We were told that these places were occu-
pied by Catholics. Catholicism is the prevailing religion in
Peru and, as you would have guessed, they own most of
the country. They rent the houses to the people, and tell
them that God wants them to live a humble life and He will
save them and reward them in the end. In other words,
“You can earn salvation by living in a rutty condition now,
for great will be your reward in heaven.” We learned that
most of the Catholic people believe this lie, and are well
satisfied with their situation. What a stronghold this is for
Satan. Only God can break this hold.

Salvation is Not Earned
These people need to know that God has sent His be-

loved and only begotten Son to show us the way of salva-
tion. It cannot be bought. In fact, it has already been paid
for. We (they) each have the opportunity to accept the free
gift offered in the only true Son that God gave in our (their)
behalf, as an offering for our (their) sins. Our God is looking
for the same love in return for the love that He gives to us.

A Rose Among Thorns
After seeing all the gloom and filth of the cities, it was a

pleasure to be taken to a beautiful park by a neighbor and
sister in Christ. She showed us some of the most gorgeous
flower arrangements that I have ever seen. There were
purple heart-shaped, red, yellow, orange, blue, and white
flowers in all kinds of shapes. There was a beautiful, small
pond with geese, ducks, and an array of other smaller
birds, including quails. That’s right, the same kind of bird
that God gave to the children of Israel when they desired to
have the fleshpots, when God was teaching them (among
other things) to be vegetarians. Yet, even amid all the
beauty of the floral arrangements, the devil had to have his
portion of attention. Right in the center of all this beauty,
there were statues of nude men and women in a spouting
water display. The water display was very nice, altered in

its beauty only by the display of the statues, even in the
sight of the children.

God’s Mighty Power
On the last Sabbath we met a couple more young men

who came the previous Sabbath to Chaclacayo. They also
wanted to know about last day events, and seemed thrilled
to be visiting the synagogue there. We hope they will con-
tinue to meet with the church.

One of the most important contacts was Karina’s
mother. She came to the Wednesday night prayer meeting,
and I was giving my second presentation on the state of the
dead, and the fact that we cannot be praying to sleeping
Mary. Of course in Catholic Peru, this is a very sensitive
subject. On this occasion we were shown the power of God
in our behalf, for the sake of one precious soul. Karina’s
mother was a staunch Roman Catholic who believed in talk-
ing to the dead. She had just recently cursed her daughter’s
church and home because of what they were teaching.
However, though I was speaking in English, she heard the
teaching in her own language (Spanish) and she got a com-
plete understanding and denounced the Catholic teachings.
Praise God for His Mighty Power.

Peru’s Great Need
The great need in Peru can only be demonstrated by

the tall rock mountains that many of the people live on.
There are no trees or grass on the rocky cliffs. The children
are idle all the day. Dead animals rot in front of the homes,
and many of the homes have no roofs, no water source,
and no sewers. The streets are very filthy from people
throwing bottles, cans, paper, etc., right down on what we
call the tree-lawn [the space between the street and the
sidewalk]. Fortunately, they have street sweepers to come
around every day to sweep and pick up the trash, but for
the most part, it is always dirty. It amazed me to see busi-
ness men and women throwing trash on the streets.

With the means provided, we helped one family to pur-
chase a water container. Many of the children were found to
have worms. Some of the herbs that Ben and I brought
helped with this condition and the colds that the children
were getting. We heard of the attacks on New York and
Washington, yet there is the tragedy of these pov-
erty-stricken people too. Poorer than any that worked in the
Twin Towers, their unheard cry goes up before our Father in
Heaven. While we must help in disaster, let us also remem-
ber those who suffer from poverty, famine, etc.; thousands
of needy people with no hope, no future, no real opportunity.
We need to finish the work and go to our Father’s house.

Please pray much for these people. Many of them are
trying to break the yoke of Roman Catholic oppression and
live in the light of the gospel. �

(Pastor Willis Smith writes from his home in Cleveland, Ohio
where he is involved in prison ministry and evangelism. Pastor
Ben Vela writes from his home in Miami, Florida where he is
involved in evangelism and medical missionary work. Editor)
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Report on the Work in Africa
by Lynnford Beachy

There has been an increasing
number of people in Africa who are
interested in knowing the truth about
God’s love in giving His Son. We
have been receiving letters from peo-
ple in several African countries, some
of whom requested us to visit them in
Africa. By the grace of God, last
month Brother Howard Williams of
Restoration Ministries in Jamaica
joined me on this mission to visit
some of the brethren in the countries
of Zimbabwe, Zambia, and Tanzania.

On Monday, August 20, 2001,
Howard and I began our trip, not
knowing what to expect in these
strange countries so far away from
home. We were very encouraged as
we began our trip when we met a man
on the flight to South Africa who was
very interested to hear the truth. This
man was from Congo and he listened
attentively to Howard as he shared
the truth about God’s love in giving
His Son. We studied with him for
four hours, and he accepted the mes-
sage gladly. We had a short layover in
South Africa before we flew to
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe for our first
visit.

Zimbabwe

At noon on Tuesday, August 21,
we arrived in Bulawayo and were
warmly greeted by about fifteen peo-
ple from the local church. We were
surprised to see so many people greet
us, and were even more surprised
when we found out that they had all
come in one vehicle. Elder Ephraim
Ngwenya owns a small van that holds
twenty people. Of course that is a
tight fit. Here in the United States we
use a van nearly twice as big to hold
fifteen people. This was one of the
many buses that comprise the main
transportation for most of the people

in Africa. This is also Ephraim’s
source of income.

Ephraim and his family opened
their home to us and gave us a room
to stay in while we were in Zimba-
bwe. We appreciated this very much.

We began our meetings on
Wednesday, which gave us Tuesday
afternoon to try to adjust to the 6-hour
time change. We spent the mornings
visiting and studying with people,
and in the afternoon we had meetings
with the church about church organi-
zation. Each evening we went to a
rented meeting room and had evange-
listic meetings fo-
cusing mainly on the
love of God in giving
His Son. Each eve-
ning there were be-
tween twenty-five
and thirty-five peo-
ple who attended.

We found that
most of these people
already had a very
good understanding
of the truth about
God. In fact, many of
them had already

been disfellowshiped from their local
churches because of their stand for
this truth. Ephraim Ngwenya had al-
ready written a booklet on this sub-
ject. This booklet is very well written,
and, the Lord willing, we plan to pub-
lish it in the near future.

Every day there were new people
who came to the meetings. Some of
the things we shared (such as the
complete death of Christ) were new
to many people, yet we had very little
opposition to the message. This was
very encouraging. The people there
were very eager to learn, and commit-
ted to stand for the truth. On Sabbath
there were about fifty people who at-
tended the services throughout the
day.

There are many people in Zimba-
bwe who understand the message and
who are very capable of sharing it
with others, yet they work with very
limited resources. We have sent some
literature to Zimbabwe, and we took
as much as we could with us, yet there
is still a great need for more literature
in Zimbabwe.

While we were there, the Lord
provided an opportunity to purchase a
duplicating machine (similar to a
Risograph), at a very reduced price,
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that is capable of duplicating large
amounts of literature inexpensively.
It works similar to a photocopying
machine, but it makes a master plate
first, then duplicates at a rate of up to
120 copies per minute.

The ability to duplicate literature
in Africa eliminates the need for us to
ship boxes of literature to Africa on a
boat, which takes up to 4 months, and
costs a great deal of money in post-
age. The people in Zimbabwe will be
able to duplicate and distribute litera-
ture to several of the nearby coun-
tries. Please pray that many souls will
be won through this means.

We fell in love with these dear
brethren in Zimbabwe, and it was
with heavy hearts that we left them
for our next destination, Zambia.

Zambia

On Wednesday evening, August
29, we arrived in Lusaka, Zambia.
Brother Benny Kayamba, his associ-
ate Charles Chiloma and a few other
brothers, warmly greeted us and gave
us a ride to the hotel where we would
be staying while we were in Zambia.
We stayed in the Anglican Church
Council guesthouse, where we were
treated very nicely. This guesthouse,
along with nearly every home and
business, was surrounded by concrete
walls nearly 10 feet high, with pieces
of broken glass or curved spikes ce-
mented into the top to prohibit any-
one from climbing over. They also

have a 24-hour
security guard to
discourage
thieves. I had
never been to a
city where secu-
rity was such a
high priority.

We were in-
structed not to go
out of the fence
after 8 or 9 p.m. because of the risk of
being robbed. The following day,
Thursday, we ventured out to find
some food, and noticed police stand-
ing in front of several buildings,
armed with what appeared to be
AK-47 machine guns. This was a
common sight in
Kabulonga, the suburb
where we were staying.
Yet, we later discovered
that we were in one of the
better parts of town!

On Friday we used the
public transportation sys-
tem to visit a couple places
in Lusaka. The public trans-

portation was the
same as it had
been in Zimba-
bwe, consisting
of mostly
minivans packed with 20
people. It was a very inter-
esting experience. We first
had to go downtown and
switch buses to go to our
final destination, and then
repeat the process to re-
turn. This was our means

of transportation during our stay
in Zambia. Benny and Charles
joined us as we visited one of the
shops in the suburb of Matero
where Benny and his brethren
distribute literature. We were
shocked to see the poverty that

surrounded
these little
beacons of
light. The
shop itself
was very
small and,
like the rest
of the busi-
nesses
around, it
seemed to
be patched
together and

in need of much repair. It was en-
closed, and locked securely, due to
the high risk of theft, and covered
with a patchwork of tin to keep the
rain out. There were no police to be
seen in this, obviously poor, neigh-
borhood.

While we were in Matero we went
to visit an elder in the nearby suburb
of Lilanda who had been in an auto-
mobile accident just two weeks prior,
and had lost his left arm and suffered
other injuries. The poverty in that
neighborhood was overwhelming.
We prayed with him and his family
and left him some literature.
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Our first meeting was held Sab-
bath morning in a schoolroom in the
suburb called Lilanda that we had
rented for that purpose. As we
walked down a long narrow
alley on our way to the school
we were stunned to see the
poor living conditions. Soon
we rounded a corner and en-
tered a gate. Inside was a very
nicely maintained
school—quite a contrast from
the surrounding neighbor-
hood. One of the men who was
at the home of the man who
lost his arm, was in the meet-
ing room when we arrived. He
was very enthusiastic about
the message, and was sharing it with
another man who was there. The day
before was the first time he had ever
read any material regarding the
non-trinitarian position. About forty
people attended the first meeting. To
our surprise, most of the people were
unfamiliar with the non-trinitarian
message. Several of them had read
some of our literature, but did not un-
derstand the message. Virtually ev-
eryone who came to these meetings,
except Benny and the man just men-
tioned, was a trinitarian.

The Lord blessed, and the mes-
sage was presented clearly. Virtually
everyone left that day a

non-trinitarian. It was really amazing
to see. Not only had they accepted the
message, but they were excited and

eager to share it with others because
they could see the value of knowing
the only true God and His beloved
Son whom He gave for our sins.

The following day there were not
quite as many people in attendance,
but there were several new people
who had not been there the day be-
fore. For their sakes we covered the
truth about the Father and the Son in
the morning, and in the afternoon
Howard shared the subject of the
Holy Spirit. Again, every new person
who attended that day came a trinitar-
ian and left a non-trinitarian. The
same thing happened the next day,
and the next. On Tuesday evening,
nearing the end of the last meeting,

one young lady
came into the
room and imme-
diately said, “I
came here to find
out if you could
answer this ques-
tion, ‘Does the
Holy Spirit have a
human body?’”
Of course we
know the answer
to that question
when we under-
stand that the
Holy Spirit is the

Spirit of the Father and His Son.
However, it shows that even up until
the end of the last meeting new peo-

ple were coming who were cu-
rious to know the truth about
God.

The meetings in Zambia
taught me something about
our literature. Some of the
people there had received and
read some of our literature, but
they still did not understand
the message. Some of the liter-
ature may have been too com-
plicated, but I believe the
language barrier contributed

more to the problem than anything
else. These people required a per-
sonal visit which could do more than
our literature could do. They needed
someone to share the message clearly
and answer questions before they
could see the value of the message.
Having a translator during all the
messages helped a great deal to make
sure each person understood what
was being said.

Many of these people expressed to
us that before we came they were hes-
itant to have us come to Zambia. The
little they had heard about us had
made them reluctant to hear the mes-
sage we came to present. However,
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after we shared with them the truth
about God’s love in giving His Son,
many people were very excited about
the message and determined to share
it with others.
Our translator,
Elder Zulu, ex-
claimed, “We
have received
this message. It
is not our job to
sit idle, but we
must carry this
message to the
whole country. We will teach oth-
ers, and others will teach others,
and others will teach others, and
others will teach others, until the
whole country will receive this
message.”

In a personal e-mail that I sent
home from Zambia, I wrote,

Things are going excellently here.
There are many people here who have
never heard the message before and
who are accepting it gladly. Some of
the leaders here were not grounded in the
message, and now they see the value of the
message and are very excited about
spreading it. There is a fire started in Zam-
bia that will not be quenched. Please keep
them all in prayer. We really believe a
very large harvest will result here. The
people here are wonderful and dedicated.

I would like to share with you an
e-mail I received from Benny
Kayamba shortly after we left Zambia.

Greetings in the name of our heav-
enly Father and His precious Son. Thank
you for helping us to know the funda-
mental truth about one God and His Son,
Jesus Christ. We are so blessed by the
ministry that God has given to you. The
Lord’s time to teach and warn our SDA
friends around Zambia and the world has
fully come. Funds are needed to take this
vital message to the world, starting from
[the cities of] Lusaka, Kabwe, Kapiri,
Mposhi, Livingstone, Mkushi, Serenje,
Choma, Sesheke, Kaoma, Mongu,
Senanga, Kalabo, Mumbwa, Liteta,
Chongwe, Chisamba, Kafue etc.…
through seminars and distributions of
tracts, Bible lessons, and books. Men like

Tyndale, Wycliff and Luther risked their
lives to get the Bible to the people in their
native tongue. Rome would never forget
it; thousands of Christians are afraid to
stand up and do what they know is right

because of fear. For
this reason we re-
quest you to find for
us some donors who
can help us. Funds
needed for comple-
tion: $1,000. We
stand rebuked by
God because many

compounds, cities, families, provinces
are unworked and un-warned! May the
Lord abundantly bless you all.

Yours in Christian service,
Evangelist Benny M. Kayamba.

N.B: Send us books, tracts and news-
letters. We want to print the booklets:
“Who is Telling the Truth About God?”
and “The Omega of Apostasy” for semi-
nars. We need your response today!
Please help us now! We have started wit-
nessing door to door. Many people re-
ceived the message.

Another letter came in a few days
later. It read,

The Progress of the Message

God continues to open many doors
for the proclamation of the fundamental
truth about one God and His Son, Jesus
Christ. The invitations for seminars are
increasing. God’s people are hungry.
Please pray for the progress of the mes-
sage in every country. Dear Brothers
Lynnford and Williams, the books and
tracts have the message which has
touched the hearts of many people. Right
now we have no materials for seminars.
Please send us money for printing. I agree

with you it is so expensive to mail books,
tracts and newsletters and the materials
take time to reach us (3 to 4 months).
Funds are needed for printing! As funds
permit we will print the tracts: “The God
of the Bible,” “Which God?” and “The
Love of God,” here in Zambia. If the
Lord moves on your heart to give of your
means to this evangelistic work here in
Zambia, we would appreciate it.

In his most recent letter Benny
wrote,

I am extremely busy right now for
Seminars.… Many people are most re-
ceptive to our message, people are very
much interested to know and understand
this truth; the Bible to them became a
new book, praise be to God. Now is the
time to use means for God. Now is the
time to be rich in good works. The night
is coming when no man can work. We
translated the tracts: “The God of the Bi-
ble” and “Which God?” into French,
Bemba and Nyanja. We solicit your ear-
nest prayers. May the Almighty God con-
tinue to lead and bless you all. We look
forward to hearing from you very soon.

Again, it was with heavy hearts
that we left Zambia for our next desti-
nation, Tanzania.

Tanzania

On Wednesday evening, Septem-
ber 5, we arrived in Dar es Salaam,
Tanzania. Brother Adam Mwambene
and his son met us at the airport and
gave us a ride to their home for din-
ner. We had a lovely African meal,
and a nice visit with Adam and his
family, along with a few other breth-
ren who had come for the meetings.

The meetings in Tanzania were a
little different from the other coun-
tries we had visited. We had invited
several ministers from other coun-
tries to come to Tanzania for the
meetings. There were also a few min-
isters from distant parts of Tanzania
who were invited to come to Dar es
Salaam for the meetings. The meet-
ings in Tanzania were arranged pri-
marily for ministers. It was like a
training seminar to educate ministers
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from different parts of Africa so they
would be able to teach the message in
their part of the world. We had in-
vited a few men from Nigeria,
Rwanda, Uganda, and Kenya. How-
ever, only two men from Uganda, Al-
fred Mukhooli and Fred Musungu,
were able to make it from outside of
Tanzania. Two men from Rwanda
began their trip to Tanzania but were
turned back at the border due to the
instability of Rwanda. However, they
will be receiving a visit from the
brothers in Uganda in the near future.

Patrick Katambo and K. A.
Kitomary who live in distant parts of
Tanzania were able to attend the
meetings in Dar es Salaam. There
were also some brothers and sisters
who live in Dar es Salaam who were
able to attend the meetings.

After our evening meal Adam
drove us to the home where we would
stay during our visit. We were sur-
prised by the beauty of the place. It
was the very large home of a doctor
who was away at the time. This would
be our home for the next week, along
with the four other brothers who had
traveled there for the meetings.

We had a very tight schedule filled
with meetings. Brother Adam
Mwambene and his associate, Elisha
Sibale, did a wonderful job of prepar-
ing for the meetings. The home, the
meeting room, the schedule, and the
food provisions were all organized
very well.

The meetings began at 8:30 a.m.
and continued, with a few breaks, un-
til 6:30 p.m., or 18:30 as they would
say in Tanzania, since they use mili-
tary time instead of a.m. and p.m.
There were not as many people at-
tending these meetings as we had
been accustomed to in Zimbabwe and
Zambia, but most of those who at-
tended were, or had been, pastors, Bi-
ble workers, or in some other
leadership position in a trinitarian de-
nomination.

The truth about God’s love in giv-
ing His only-begotten Son was a new
message to everyone at the meetings.
Some of them had read some of our
literature, but were still very unfamil-
iar with the message. The Lord
blessed Howard and me with the abil-
ity to share the message very clearly.
All of the brethren were excited to
learn the truth about God’s love in giv-
ing His Son, and they could see how
Satan has sought to hide that love by
inventing the doctrine of the trinity.
One man said, “Now I can discard my
idea that the Son of God was pretend-
ing to be a son, and now I realize that
God the Father really has a Son, who
was really begotten long before He
sent Him into the world.” This was the
basic sentiment of all
those who attended. It
was refreshing for
them to know that
God the Father loves
them enough to give
up His only begotten
Son to die completely
(not just pretend to
die) for their sins.
They were also re-
lieved to know that
when we receive the
Holy Spirit we are ac-
tually receiving the
Spirit of the Father
and His Son.

Just as there was a fire started in
Zambia that will not be quenched,
there was a fire started in Tanzania
and Uganda that will not be quenched.
Everyone expressed their determina-
tion to go back to their home towns
and spread this message far and wide
regardless of the consequences. Sev-
eral of these men are currently em-
ployed by a trinitarian denomination.
However, as we have witnessed in the
past, their employment will likely be
jeopardized by their stand for the
truth. Please pray for these brothers as
they step out in faith.

Shortly after I returned home I re-
ceived an e-mail from a Bible
Worker, K. A. Kitomary, who at-
tended the meetings. He wrote,

Greetings in the name of our Lord Je-
sus Christ. It’s a great pleasure to have a
chance to get in touch with you. It’s been
some time since we met in Dar es Salaam
during the seminar. I traveled safely back
to Arusha, hope you too [have traveled
home safely] despite the problems which
have happened in your country. I feel
sorry for all the troubles that have hap-
pened. How did you get home? I hope
God answered our prayers.

After I left from Dar es Salaam to
Arusha, I have fulfilled my promises as I
promised before God and you with your
associate Howard Williams.

First was to educate my family, of
which I am still doing. Their response is

very encouraging and they are all anxious
to know more. Up till now I taught them:

1. The only begotten Son of God
2. To know the true God
3. The origin of sin
4. To know the character of God
5. The Love of God
6. The trinity
7. The Holy Ghost

I am still proceeding with other sub-
jects and, if God wishes, by the 30th of
September 2001 I will have covered a lot
of subjects. I plan to travel on the 30th of
September, 2001, to visit other members
of our church. I will start with Tanga re-
gion from the 7th of October, 2001 to the
20th of October, 2001, and I have already
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informed them. From Tanga I will go to
Mbulu/Babati where there are three
churches—one in Dongobesh, one in
Kutta and one in Dareda. All of these are
situated in Arusha region. Remember
that we have to preach to as many people
as possible before Satan comes to their
lives. As we have to complete this task
early I will appreciate to receive your
communication soon so as I could be able
to travel to the parts that I have men-
tioned. My trip will take 2 months…
Have a lot of greetings from my family
and pass mine to your associate Howard
Williams and friends.

In another e-mail he updated us on
the progress of the message in his
area. He wrote,

I am proceeding well with my family
and on Friday, the 21st of September, I
traveled to Moshi town where I stayed for
three days and I was able to visit 12 of my
students. They were surprised by the
message that I gave to them, and they
were very attentive. I was back home on
the 24th of September and I left them
anxious, as they wanted to know more
about the Holy Word.… Will you allow
me to translate the message into Swahili
so that our local people here who are
coming in great numbers can read?

I was very encouraged to receive
these letters. I am excited to see people
who are willing to do everything they
can to share this message with others.
Brother Kitomary also told us in an in-
terview, “I do not see this message as
the message of Lynnford and Howard,
but rather, I see that this message came

to me directly from God.” This is just
one example of the experiences of all
those who attended the meetings. In
Tanzania the meetings had a broader
scale of influence than in the other
countries because they trained minis-
ters to share the message in several ar-
eas, rather than in just one city.

Brother Fred Musungu from
Uganda attended the meetings. After
he returned home he sent an encour-
aging letter. He wrote, in part,

We are at work now, beginning from
our own families, our home churches
lastly to finalize—countrywide. We were
in formalism by faith, but because God
loves us He has opened our minds in un-
derstanding and knowing Him fully.

Near the end of the meetings an el-
derly Catholic man began attending.
He listened attentively as we shared
the wonderful love of God in giving
His Son and explained how the trinity
doctrine hides that love. He learned
that the trinity doctrine was formu-
lated by the Catholic Church in the
fourth century, and how they base ev-
ery other doctrine on that teaching.
He also learned that Peter is not the
rock upon which Christ builds His
church, but rather the rock is the truth
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the
living God. This man also learned the
true state of the dead and that purga-
tory is a money-making, false doc-
trine designed to scare people into

giving large sums of
money to the Catho-
lic Church. I don’t
believe this man
will remain a Catho-
lic for very long af-
ter these meetings.

The brethren in
Tanzania shared our
grief as we learned
about the terrible at-
tack on the World
Trade Center and
the Pentagon. We
were in the middle

of a meeting when we received a call
informing us of the unbelievable
events. We ended the meeting shortly
afterward and had a prayer vigil for
the families who lost loved ones, the
injured, and for the nation and the
world. It was a strange feeling to be in
a foreign country, separated by a vast
ocean, and know that all US air traffic
was closed down and that the US may
go to war with another country or
group of terrorists. My thoughts and
prayers were with my wife and son
back at home, my beloved church
family, and my family and friends.

At the time of the attacks, we were
scheduled to fly home in two days,
but we learned that our flight from Jo-
hannesburg, South Africa to Atlanta,
Georgia had been canceled. Even af-
ter the US air space was opened for
traffic, they did not allow foreign air-
lines to enter the country.

On Thursday, September 13, we
left Tanzania for South Africa with
mixed emotions. We wanted to spend
more time with our brethren, but we
also longed to get home to our fami-
lies. Howard’s wife was awaiting him
in Jamaica, and the way the airplane
tickets had been purchased he had to
go through the US in order to get to
Jamaica.

We arrived in South Africa to find
that our flight was still canceled. For-
tunately, the people in South Africa
were very friendly and eager to help.
We stayed in a lovely hotel until our
airplane was cleared to return to the
US.

I am happy to report that our air-
plane finally made it to the US and, as
it landed, the passengers broke out in
applause, happy to be in their home
country. It was good to be reunited
with my family after nearly four
weeks of being separated.

Summary

As I look back on our visits with
the brethren in Africa, I am filled with
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a sense of responsibility to help the
work continue in these countries
where the people live and work under
very poor conditions, with limited re-
sources. I have seen firsthand the
dedication these people have to the
message of God’s love. I have also
seen their desire to share this message
with others. I have seen many people
grasp hold of the truth about God and
I have seen their lives changed. There
is something very special about
knowing who you are praying to
when you pray, and knowing that this
Person truly loves you enough to give
up every possession He owns in order
that you might be saved. “He that

spared not his own Son, but delivered

him up for us all, how shall he not

with him also freely give us all

things?” (Romans 8:32) I have
seen this message convert many
laymen into missionaries. It has
an effect upon people such as no
other message has. Once a per-
son first sees the love of the Fa-
ther, they wish to share this
valuable treasure with others.

Of the many people who at-
tended the meetings in the differ-
ent countries, and learned new
truth for the first time, there were
very few who offered any objection to
it. Most of the people accepted it
gladly. Of course we answered many
questions everywhere we went, but
the resistance to the message was very
minimal. Of the objections we heard,
1 John 5:7 was always at the top of the
list. However, after a brief examina-
tion of the text everyone agreed that it
in no way supports the doctrine of the
trinity. It says, “For there are three

that bear record in heaven, the Fa-

ther, the Word, and the Holy Ghost:

and these three are one.” (1 John 5:7)
“There are three…” Three what?
Three persons? Three beings? Three
gods? No! It just says “there are
three…” The next verse says, “And

there are three that bear witness in

earth, the Spirit, and the water, and

the blood: and these three agree in

one.” (1 John 5:8) Again I ask, three
what? Three persons? Three beings?
Certainly not! It is clear that the water
and the blood are not persons, for
verse six says, “This is he that came

by water and blood, even Jesus Christ;

not by water only, but by water and

blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth

witness, because the Spirit is truth.”

(1 John 5:6)
If you say there are three persons,

beings, or gods in verse seven, you
must say the same about verse eight if
you are going to be reasonable and
honest. This reminds me of a quota-
tion I read recently that says, “When a
man who is honestly mistaken hears

the truth, he will either quit
being mistaken or cease to
be honest!” —Author un-

known. I am happy to an-
nounce that most of the
people we met are genu-
inely honest, and have
ceased to be mistaken re-
garding what the Bible says
about God, His Son, and the
Holy Spirit of God.

The people who are doing the
work in Africa have many needs. One
of the major needs is literature. Due
to the high cost of shipping literature
to Africa we have not sent much liter-
ature to these countries. However,
with the new printing machine in
Zimbabwe they can now duplicate

large amounts of literature and dis-
tribute the literature to some of the
surrounding countries. What they
now need is a continued supply of pa-
per, ink and other supplies necessary
for keeping this duplicator running. If
you would like to help with the print-
ing project in Africa, when you send a
donation please let us know that you
would like your donation to be used
for literature in Africa. Please keep
this project in your prayers, along
with the ministers who are sharing
the message in Africa.

We found in each country that a
minister and his family can be sup-
ported with $100 US per month. In
Zimbabwe, a minister and his family
can be supported with $50 US per

month. There are several minis-
ters in the countries we visited
who are dedicated to spreading
this message. If any of you
would like to help support a
minister in Africa, please let us
know, and we will get you in
contact with a minister in need
of help.

Please keep the work in Africa in
your prayers. The message spreads
more rapidly in Africa then it does
here in the US. There is a lot of poten-
tial in Africa for this message to
spread rapidly. I pray that the Lord
will abundantly bless His work in Af-
rica, and I pray that you will add your
prayers to mine. �
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Receive not the Grace of God in Vain
by Alonzo T. Jones

Can every believer have grace enough to keep him free
from sinning? Yes. Indeed, everybody in the world can
have enough to keep him from sinning. Enough is given,
and it is given for this purpose. If anyone does not have it,
it is not because enough has not been given, but because
he does not take that which has been given. For “unto ev-

ery one of us is given grace according to the measure of

the gift of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:7) The measure of the gift
of Christ is Himself wholly, and that is the measure of “all

the fullness of the Godhead bodily.” (Colossians 2:9) To
the fullness of the Godhead there is, indeed, no measure;
it is boundless. It is simply the infinity of God. Yet that is
the only measure of the grace that is given to every one of
us. The boundless measure of the fullness of the Godhead
is the only thing that can express the proportion of grace
that is given to every one who is in this world. For “where

sin abounded, grace did much more abound.” (Romans
5:20) This grace is given in order that “as sin hath reigned

unto death, even so might grace reign through righteous-

ness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord,” (Romans
5:21) and in order that sin shall not have dominion over
you, because you are under grace.

It is given also “for the perfecting of the saints.” (Ephe-

sians 4:12) The object of it is to bring each one to perfec-

tion in Christ Jesus—to the perfection too, that is fully up to

God’s standard, for it is given for the building up of the

body of Christ, “till we all come in the unity of the faith and

of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man,

unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.”

(Ephesians 4:13) It is given to “every one of us,” “till we all
come” to perfection, even by the measure of the stature of
the fullness of Christ. Again, this grace is given to every
one where sin abounds and it brings salvation to every one
to whom it is given. Bringing salvation in itself, the mea-
sure of the salvation which it brings to every one is only the
measure of its own fullness, which is nothing less than the
measure of the fullness of the Godhead.

As boundless grace is given to every one bringing sal-
vation to the extent of its own full measure, then if any one
does not have boundless salvation, why is it? Plainly it
can be only because he will not take that which is given.

As boundless grace is given to every one in order that
it shall reign in him against all the power of sin, as cer-
tainly as ever sin reigned and in order that sin shall not
have dominion, then if sin still reigns in anyone, if sin yet
has dominion over anyone, where lies the fault? Clearly,
it lies only in this, that he will not allow the grace to do for
him and in him that which it is given to do. By unbelief he

frustrates the grace of God. So far as he is concerned, the
grace has been given in vain.

But every believer, by his very profession, says that he
has received the grace of God. Then if in the believer
grace does not reign instead of sin, if grace does not have
dominion instead of sin, it is plain enough that he is re-
ceiving the grace of God in vain. If grace is not bringing
the believer onward toward a perfect man in the measure
of the stature of the fullness of Christ, then he is receiving
the grace of God in vain. Therefore the exhortation of the
Scripture is, “We then, as workers together with him, be-

seech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in

vain.” (2 Corinthians 6:1)

The grace of God is fully able to accomplish that for
which it is given, if only it is allowed to work. We have
seen that grace being altogether from God, the power of
grace is nothing but the power of God. It is plain enough
therefore that the power of God is abundantly able to ac-
complish all for which it is given—the salvation of the
soul, deliverance from sin and from the power of it, the
reign of righteousness in the life, and the perfecting of the
believer unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of
Christ—if only it can have place in the heart and in the life
to work according to the will of God. But the power of
God is “unto salvation to every one that believeth.”

(Romans 1:16) Unbelief frustrates the grace of god. Many
believe and receive the grace of God for the salvation
from sins that are past but are content with that and do not
give it the same place in the soul to reign against the
power of sin, that they did to save from sins of the past.
This, too, is but another phase of unbelief. So as to the one
great final object of grace—the perfection of the life in the
likeness of Christ—they do practically receive the grace
of God in vain.

“We then, as workers together with him, beseech you

also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain. (For he

saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day

of salvation have I succored thee: behold, now is the ac-

cepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.) Giving

no offense in anything, that the ministry be not blamed.”

(2 Corinthians 6:1, 2) Nor does this word “ministry” refer
simply to the ordained ministry of the pulpit. It includes
every one who receives the grace of God or that has
named the name of Christ. For “as every man hath re-
ceived the gift, even so minister the same one to another,
as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.” (1 Peter
4:10) Therefore he does not want anyone to receive the
grace of God in vain, lest that grace and its blessed

www.present-truth.net Study to show thyself approved unto God Page 15

Present Truth



working be misrepresented to the world and so men be
further hindered from yielding to it. He does not want His
grace to be received in vain, because when it is, offense is
given in many things, and the ministry of grace itself is
blamed. Yet when the grace of God is not received in vain
but is given the place that belongs to it, “no offense” will
be given “in anything,” and the ministry will not only be
not blamed but will be blest.

And now to show how complete and all-pervading the
reign of grace will be in the life where it is not received in
vain, the Lord has set down the following list, embracing
“all things,” and in which we shall approve ourselves unto
God. Read it carefully:

“In all things approving ourselves” unto God “in

much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses,

In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in

watchings, in fastings; By pureness, by knowledge, by

longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love un-

feigned, By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the

armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left,

By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report:

as deceivers, and yet true; As unknown, and yet well

known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and

not killed; As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet

making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing

all things.” (2 Corinthians 6:4-10)

This list covers all the experiences that can ever enter
into the life of any believer in this world. It shows that
where the grace of God is not received in vain, that grace
will so take possession and control of the life, that every
experience that enters into the life will be taken by grace
and turned to making us approved unto God and building
us up in perfection unto the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ. “We then, as workers together with

him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God

in vain.” (2 Corinthians 6:1) �

(This article was first printed in the September 22, 1896 is-
sue of Review and Herald. It is also found on pages 86-89 of
the book Lessons on Faith, by A. T. Jones and E. J.
Waggoner. Editor)
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