Present Crulh,

2 Peler 1:12

Dear Readers, May 2000

“Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.” (2 Timothy 1:2) I pray that you are all
doing well. The Lord has been very good to all of us. The new Present Truth web site has been a success. If you have not
had the opportunity to see it yet, check it out at http://www.present-truth.net. We will not have a “Questions and
Answers” section this month. We will continue with it next month. I am looking forward to seeing you at the Arizona
camp meeting. It will be well worth any sacrifice you have to make to get there.

Arizona Camp Meeting Final Notice: “The Church at Wilhoit” is having a camp meeting May 12-20 in Wilhoit,
Arizona (about 2 hours Northwest of Phoenix). Camp meeting is a time when Christians get together from all over the
country to fellowship and study together. You are invited to come. Camp meetings are some of the most enjoyable times
of the year so we hope you will plan on being there. We are certain you will gain a rich blessing by attending with your
family. Call (520) 442-3275 to receive detailed information. I’ll see you at camp meeting!

How Many Gods Are There?

by Lynnford Beachy

We read in the Bible of the heathen who had many
gods. They made gods of wood and stone who could not
see or hear, yet they worshiped them, ignorant of the fact
that they were worshiping devils. “What say I then? that
the idol is any thing, or that which is offered in sacrifice
to idols is any thing? But I say, that the things which the
Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to
God: and I would not that ye should have fellowship with
devils.” (1 Corinthians 10:19, 20)

We learn from these verses that if we are serving a
false god we are actually serving Satan, and we certainly
don’t want to do that. Satan desired to be like the Most
High. He said, “I will ascend above the heights of the
clouds; I'will be like the most High.” (Isaiah 14:14) It has
been Satan’s purpose to make himself equal with God,
the Father. You may ask, “How do you know that Satan’s
goal was to be equal with God, the Father, and not Jesus
Christ?” Notice it says that he would be like the Most
High. Who is the Most High? A devil possessed man
came up to Jesus, “And cried with a loud voice, and said,
What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most
high God? I adjure thee by God, that thou torment me
not.” (Mark 5:7) Jesus is the Son of the Most High God.
John had a vision of the New Jerusalem and wrote, “And
I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and

the Lamb are the temple of it. ” (Revelation 21:22) Christ
is the Lamb, and the Almighty is His Father.

The Most High is God, the Father, and this is who Sa-
tan is seeking to be equal with. If he can get you and me to
worship a false god, then he knows that he is the one who
gets the worship; and if he can make you and me think
that this false god is equal with God, the Father, then he
has succeeded in his attempt to make it appear that he is
like the Most High. As you can see we must take special
care that we are not worshiping a false god.

Do You Serve a False God?

Just prior to his death, Moses was commanded to
teach the children of Israel a song. Moses said of Israel,
“They provoked Him to jealousy with strange gods, with
abominations provoked they Him to anger. They sacri-

ficed unto devils, not to God, to gods whom they knew
not, to new gods that came newly up, whom your fathers
feared not.” (Deuteronomy 32:16, 17) Before Moses’
time the Israelites followed after strange gods. However
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this applied much more to them after the death of Moses.
In fact one commentary calls this song a “prophetic
song.” (John Gill’s Commentary on Deuteronomy 32:28)
It was prophesied that new gods would come up, and that
many people would worship these gods. It is true that this
prophecy was for the Jews, but it is just as applicable to us
today. Do we know of any new god that has come up,
which no one had heard of before?

Just as prophesied, a new god has arisen. Not a god
made of wood and stone, but one who claims to be equal
with the Most High God, for this really is Satan’s goal.
Satan cannot fulfill his desires and be thought of as equal
with the Most High God, unless He makes himself out to
be the God of the Bible, or equal to that God. This he can-
not do using pagan deities. Therefore he has successfully
transplanted a pagan concept of God right into the
“Christian church.” This may seem too hard for you to
believe, but read on. It is the truth!

Pagan God Transplanted Into “Christianity”

In the book of Daniel we read of a “little horn” that
arises and speaks great things against the Most High.
“And he shall speak great words against the most High,
and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think
to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his
hand until a time and times and the dividing of time [3 ">
years]. ” (Daniel 7:24, 25) “And there was given unto him
a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and
power was given unto him to continue forty and two
months [3 "> years]. And he opened His mouth in blas-
phemy against God, to blaspheme His name, and His ta-
bernacle, and them that dwell in heaven.” (Revelation
13:5, 6)

The amount of time given in each of these verses is ex-
actly the same; obviously referring to the same power.
The angel Gabriel, speaking of this same power, told
Daniel, “And the king shall do according to his will; and
he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every
god, and shall speak marvellous things against the God
of gods, and shall prosper till the indignation be accom-
plished: for that that is determined shall be done. Neither
shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of
women, nor regard any god: for he shall magnify himself
above all.” (Daniel 11:36, 37)

Notice the insight John Gill has concerning these
verses:

“Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, &c. Of
the apostles of Christ, from whom he pretends to de-
scend, and whose successor he would be thought to be:
...though he would be thought to be his [Christ’s] vicar
on earth; yet slights him, yea, opposes and acts contrary
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to him, in his offices of Prophet, Priest, and King, and
therefore is rightly called antichrist:

“nor the desire of women; or ‘wives’ ... not desirous
of having wives, or enjoying women in lawful marriage;
but forbidding his priests to marry, as is notoriously a
tenet of antichrist, and foretold by the apostle, in agree-
ment to this prophecy, 1 Timothy 4:3, otherwise, none
more lustful or desirous of women in an unlawful way
than the Romish priests:

“nor regard any god, either the true God, and his laws,
or any god in a metaphorical sense, any king or potentate
on earth; showing no respect to any authority, or to any
laws, divine or human:

“for he shall magnify himself above all; above all
gods, real or nominal, as in 2 Thessalonians 2:4.” (John
Gill’s Expositor on Daniel 11:37)

Gabriel explained that this little horn power would not
“regard the God of his fathers.” He goes on to say, “a
god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour... a
strange god, whom he shall acknowledge and increase
with glory.” (Daniel 11:37-39) The Scriptures foretold
that when the papacy arose to power it would reject the
true God and honor a “strange god” in His place. Has this
happened?

The Papacy Invents a False God

In the fourth century a new teaching arose. Prior to the
papacy coming to full power she formulated a doctrine
about God that was contrary to what Christ and His apos-
tles taught. This “strange god” would come to be known
as the Trinity. This doctrine was thrust upon the world
with power. All those who rejected this “strange god”
were threatened with persecution and even death.

This new concept of God removed Christ as being the
actual Son of God and distorted Christ’s work as our Me-
diator and High Priest. The Scriptures state, “For there is
one God, and one mediator between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus.” (1 Timothy 2:5) The papacy says,
“No, there is one God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost.” We need a mediator between God and us and if
Christ is exactly equal with His Father we must also need
a mediator between Christ and us. Hence the papacy in-
stituted Mary and dead saints as mediators between
Christ and us.

As if that were not enough, the papacy then instituted
her own priesthood to take the place of Christ ministering
as our High Priest in heaven. The papacy certainly has
spoken great words against the Most High.

Here is a brief history of the events associated with
how this doctrine surfaced and became widely held as
truth though it is without Scriptural backing. [For an
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in-depth study into the formulation of the Trinity doc-
trine, contact us and ask for the booklet entitled, The
Formulation of the Doctrine of the Trinity.]

In 325 AD a council was held in a town called Nice
(known as the Council of Nicaea). In this council a group
of people led by Athanasius pressured Constantine, the
Roman Emperor, to accept their creed that they had writ-
ten up during the council. This creed was not in existence
prior to the Council of Nicaea. The so-called “Christian”
doctrine of the Trinity had its beginning right there in that
council. Much dispute was raged, both during and for
many years after the council, as to whether or not this
creed was correct. Both sides won the controversy at dif-
ferent times during the years that followed. Finally in 380
AD the Athanasians won the upper hand—still very
much in the minority, they gained power of the govern-
ment, and this was all it took. The Athanasians wrote up a
law commanding all to adhere to their creed or suffer se-
vere persecution. The word trinity was applied to their
creed and passed off as gospel truth, however, many
would not submit to such confusing terms and supposi-
tions.

This law stated: “let us believe the sole deity of the Fa-
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghost: under an equal maj-
esty and a pious Trinity. We authorize the followers of
this doctrine to assume the title of Catholic Christians;
and as we judge that all others are extravagant madmen,
we brand them with the infamous name of ‘heretics, ...
they must expect to suffer the severe penalties which our
authority, guided by heavenly wisdom, shall think proper
to inflict upon them.” (A law written by Theodosius as
quoted in The Two Republics by A. T. Jones, page 387)

The Catholics won the upper hand in this dispute and
passed down a doctrine that found no support in the
Scriptures. Today most Christians blindly accept this ab-
surdity without searching “the scriptures daily whether
those things were so.” (Acts 17:11) Many pastors ease
the conscience of their flock by stating, “This doctrine is
a mystery and we will never understand it, so don’t even
bother trying to figure it out or trying to prove it from the
Bible.” May God have mercy on both the pastors and
their flocks, that they would open their eyes to this decep-
tion.

The Arian Heresy or the Trinitarian Heresy,
Which?

Many have said that the “Arian heresy,” which taught
that “there was a time before creation when Christ was
begotten of His Father, ” arose in the fourth century. This
teaching was around in the fourth century, this is true, but
it was also around in the third century, the second, and
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even the first century. In fact this teaching was around
hundreds of years before Jesus was born on earth, clearly
spelled out in Proverbs chapter 8. Jesus speaking said,
“Before the hills, I was given birth.” (Proverbs 8:25
NIV) There is plenty of evidence that this teaching was
all that was known to man from Adam on down to the
fourth century, and known by the angels before man was
created.

From the evidence about to be presented, it will be
clearly seen that the teaching that “Christ never had a be-
ginning” is the new teaching that arose in the fourth cen-
tury. This teaching was modified and re-modified until
finally they formulated the doctrine called the Trinity.
This is one of the “new gods that came newly up, whom
your fathers feared not.” (Deuteronomy 32:17)

The teaching that “there was a time before creation
when Christ was begotten of His Father” was around
long before the fourth century. If you take time to study
the events of the controversy that took place back in the
fourth century, you will see that the teaching that, “Christ
never had a beginning” was a new teaching in the fourth
century, and many people were shocked to hear such
speculations. Read carefully this letter written by
Eusebius of Nicomedia (a man who was at the Council of
Nicaea): “We have never heard, my Lord, of two beings
unbegotten, nor of one divided into two; nor have we
learnt or believed that He could suffer any thing corpo-
real, but that there is one unbegotten, and another truly
from Him,... We believe not only that His origin cannot
be explained in words, but that it cannot be compre-
hended,...” (A letter written by Eusebius of Nicomedia
as quoted in 4 Historical View of the Council of Nice, by
Isaac Boyle, page 41)

The strange idea that the Father and the Son were both
unbegotten (without beginning) was new to the people of
that time. They had always understood that there is one
unbegotten (without beginning) and another begotten by
Him (with a beginning). This was the common under-
standing of the majority of people at the time of, and prior
to, the Council of Nicaea.

The Creed Used Before the Council of Nicaea

Also notice what Eusebius of Caesarea has to say
about this subject. He was in the Council of Nicaea, and
presented a creed before the assembly with this preamble,
“Next, Eusebius of Caesarea, — Constantine’s panegy-
rist— thought to bring the parties together by presenting
a creed that had been largely in use before this dispute
ever arose. He stated that this confession of faith was
one which he had learned in his childhood, from the
bishop of Caesarea, and one which he accepted at his
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baptism, and which he had taught through his whole ca-
reer, both as a presbyter and as a bishop. ...

“As soon as this was read in the council, the party of
Arius all signified their willingness to subscribe to it.
But this did not suit the party of Alexander and
Athanasius; it was rather the very thing that they did not
want, for ‘they were determined to find some form of
words which no Arian could receive.’ They hunted about,
therefore, for some point or some word, upon which they
could reject it....” (The Two Republics by A.T. Jones,
pages 347, 348)

As you can see, the statement of beliefs that Eusebius
presented was the widely held standard long before the
Trinitarian controversy ever arose. Notice also that it was
agreeable with the Arians for they believed just like
Eusebius of Caesarea, who was highly regarded in his
day for wisdom. Not only that, but this belief was one that
was taught as far back as anyone could remember, and
the teaching “of two beings [the Father and the Son]
unbegotten,” was unheard of at that time.

Eusebius of Caesarea completed a book called Eccle-
siastical History in the year 325 AD—the same year the
Council of Nicaea was held. In this book he states the
views that he held since his childhood, which were be-
lieved by the majority long before the Trinitarian contro-
versy ever arose. Carefully read the following quotations:

“For as no one hath known the Father, but the Son, so
no one on the other hand, can know the Son fully, but
the Father alone, by whom He was begotten. For who
but the Father hath thoroughly understood that Light
which existed before the world was — that intellectual
and substantial wisdom, and that living Word which in
the beginning was with the Father, before all creation
and any production visible or invisible, the first and only
offspring of God,... the true and only Son of the Fa-
ther,... who has received power, and dominion with di-
vinity itself, and power and honour from the Father...
the second after the Father,... intrusted with the second
rank of sovereignty and rule over all, ‘the captain of the
Lord’s host,...”” (Eusebius’ Ecclesiastical History,
pages 15-17)

This is the teaching of the Bible. This is the faith for
which we are to earnestly contend. “Beloved, when [
gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salva-
tion, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort
you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which
was once delivered unto the saints.” (Jude 1:3) Not only
did Eusebius believe that Christ was born of the Father,
he used Proverbs chapter 8 as a proof'text for his position.
[For a thorough study on this subject contact us and
request the study entitled, “The Truth About God.”]
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As you can clearly see, the Trinitarian idea is the false
doctrine that surfaced in the fourth century, and not the
other way around.

The Central Doctrine of the Catholic Faith

Benjamin G. Wilkinson, in his book Truth Trium-
phant, wrote, “The burning question of the decades suc-
ceeding the Council of Nicaca was how to state the
relations of the Three Persons of the Godhead: Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost. The council had decided, and the
papacy had appropriated the decision as its own.”
(page 91) To this day, the papacy admits that the doctrine
of the Trinity was formulated by her.

“The mystery of the Trinity is the central doctrine of
the Catholic Faith. Upon it are based all the other teach-
ings of the Church...

“The Church studied this mystery with great care and,
after four centuries of clarification, decided to state the
doctrine in this way: in the unity of the Godhead there are
three Persons,—the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit...” (Handbook for Today’s Catholic, page 16)

One Catholic writer wrote the following: “Our op-
ponents [Protestants] sometimes claim that no belief
should be held dogmatically which is not explicitly
stated in Scripture... But the Protestant churches
have themselves accepted such dogmas as the Trin-
ity for which there is no such precise authority in
the Gospels...” (Life Magazine, October 30, 1950)

The Catholic church arose in the fourth century on the
strength of this false doctrine, and is spoken of by Paul in
this way: “Let no man deceive you by any means: for that
day shall not come, except there come a falling away
first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition,
Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is
called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God
sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is
God.” (2 Thessalonians 2:3,4)

By introducing a false god that is supposed to be the
God of the Bible Satan has succeeded, in the minds of
most men, to “be like the Most High,” “so that he as God
sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is
God.” But praise God, because the Bible says that the
man of sin will be revealed. God is making known His
truth more and more so that His people will be ready for
His soon return. Thank God that He has sent this message
to you. Thank God that now you can share it with others.

Let’s Look at Another Issue

There are many people who believe that the Father
and His Son are the same being; that they are not two sep-
arate beings but rather one with two, or three, titles or
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roles. Generally those who believe this are known as Uni-
tarians, but there are also some who call themselves
Trinitarians who believe this teaching. Notice this quote
from a Catholic Trinitarian named St. Austin: “The Son
is one Person, and the Father is another; they do not, how-
ever, constitute two Beings, but the Father is the same
Being that the Son is, that is, the only true God.” (Tract
36 in Joann as quoted in Matthew Henry’s Commentary
on 1 John 5:7)

Let’s Examine This in Detail

If Jesus and His Father were the same being, then how
could the Father speak to His Son at the baptism of Jesus?
“And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:17) If the
Father and His Son are the same being, then Jesus would
have had to throw His voice to make it appear as though
someone else had spoken. Not only that, but He would
have been lying, for how can one being be the father of
himself, or yet be the son of himself. This clearly makes
no sense and would make God a liar, which He certainly
is not. John wrote, “he that believeth not God hath made
Him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God
gave of His Son.” (1 John 5:10) Let’s not make God out
to be a liar.

Please consider this quotation from a man who had a
pretty good insight into this matter.

“To believe that doctrine [one God with three person-
alities or roles], when reading the scripture we must be-
lieve that God sent himself into the world, died to
reconcile the world to himself, raised himself from the
dead, ascended to himself in heaven, pleads before him-
self in heaven to reconcile the world to himself, and is the
only mediator between man and himself. It will not do to
substitute the human nature of Christ (according to Trini-
tarians) as the Mediator; for Clarke says, ‘Human blood
can no more appease God than swine’s blood.” Com. on
2 Sam. 21:10. We must believe also that in the garden
God prayed to himself, if it were possible, to let the
cup pass from himself, and a thousand other such ab-
surdities.

“Read carefully the following texts, comparing them
with the idea that Christ is the Omnipotent, Omnipresent,
Supreme, and only self-existent God: John 14:28; 17:3;
3:16;5:19,26; 11:15; 20:19; 8:50; 6:38; Mark 8:32; Luke
6:12; 22:69; 24:29; Matt. 3:17; 27:46; Gal. 3:20; 1 John
2:1; Rev. 5:7; Acts 17:31. Also see Matt. 11:25,27; Luke
1:32; 22:42; John 3:35,36; 5:19,21-23,25,26; 6:40;
8:35,36; 14:13; 1 Cor. 15:28, &c.

“The word Trinity nowhere occurs in the Scriptures.
The principal text supposed to teach it is 1 John 5:7,
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which is an interpolation. Clarke says, ‘Out of one hun-
dred and thirteen manuscripts, the text is wanting in one
hundred and twelve. It occurs in no Manuscript before
the tenth century. And the first place the text occurs in
Greek, is in the Greek translation of the acts of the Coun-
cil of Lateran, held A. D. 1215.” - Com. on 1 John 5, and
remarks at close of chap.

“Its origin is pagan and fabulous. Instead of pointing
us to scripture for proof of the trinity, we are pointed to
the trident of the Persians, with the assertion that ‘by this
they designed to teach the idea of a trinity, and if they had
the doctrine of the trinity, they must have received it by
tradition from the people of God.” But this is all assumed,
for it is certain that the Jewish church held to no such doc-
trine. Says Mr. Summerbell, ‘A friend of mine who was
present in a New York synagogue, asked the Rabbi for an
explanation of the word ‘Elohim’. A Trinitarian clergy-
man who stood by, replied, ‘Why, that has reference to
the three persons in the Trinity,” when a Jew stepped for-
ward and said he must not mention that word again, or
they would have to compel him to leave the house; for it
was not permitted to mention the name of any strange god
in the synagogue.’ (Discussion between Summerbell and
Flood on Trinity, p. 38) Milman says the idea of the Tri-
dent is fabulous. (History of Christianity, p. 34)

“This doctrine of the trinity was brought into the
church about the same time with image worship, and
keeping the day of the sun, and is but Persian doctrine re-
modeled. It occupied about three hundred years from its
introduction to bring the doctrine to what it is now. It was
commenced about 325 A. D., and was not completed till
681. See Milman’s Gibbon’s Rome, vol. iv, p. 422. It was
adopted in Spain in 589, in England in 596, in Africa in
534. - Gib. vol. iv, pp. 114, 345; Milner, vol. i, p. 519.”
(J. N. Loughborough, Review & Herald, November 5,
1861, page 184)

J. N. Loughborough made some excellent points. [ am
sure if you read all the verses he made reference to, you
would be convinced by the evidence he has to support his
statements.

What About Isaiah 9:6

A text that is used by both Trinitarian and Unitarian
alike to prove their position is Isaiah 9:6. “For unto us a
child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government
shall be upon His shoulder: and His name shall be called
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace.” Because Christ is here
called “the everlasting Father” many assert that He is
God the Father. He is called Father, but is He the Father
of Himself or is He the Father of “the children which
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God hath given” Him? (Hebrews 2:13; see also Isaiah
8:18) Surely He is not referred to here as being the Father
of Himself, but rather the Father of the children which
His Father gave to Him. Our Lord Jesus Christ cannot be
“The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,...”
(2 Corinthians 11:31)

What about the word everlasting in Isaiah 9:6? Does-
n’t that mean that He always was and that He was never
begotten of His Father before the world was? The Bible
informs us that we can have everlasting life. Surely this
does not mean that we always were in existence in the
past! The Hebrew word TV ad that was translated “ever-
lasting” can mean this: “for ever (of future time).”
(Brown-Driver Briggs Hebrew Lexicon) Notice how this
same Hebrew word is used in the following verse: “The
righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell therein for
ever ™ [Hebrew: ¥ ad].” (Psalms 37:29)' Certainly
nobody would claim that the righteous never had a begin-
ning. This verse is showing that they will never have an
end. So, clearly, Jesus is our everlasting Father because
He is the Father of the children God has given Him and
He will never have an end.

What about in Isaiah 9:6 where Jesus is called the
mighty God? Notice that in this verse He is called the
mighty God and not the Almighty God. We read of mighty
men, but never Almighty men. Look up the word mighty
and you will find it applied to people almost every time it
is used, but look up A/mighty and you will find that it only
applies to God and none else.

Isn’t Jesus called the Almighty in Revelation 1:8? “I
am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending,
saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to
come, the Almighty.” (Revelation 1:8) The Greek word
that was translated “Almighty” in this verse is
novtokpotop, which is formed by the combining of the
Greek words o and kpatoo. [Tac means “all,” and
Kpatoo means “power.” Jesus declared, “All power is
given unto me in heaven and in earth.” (Matthew 28:18)
Jesus said that “all power” has been given unto Him.
Therefore He now has all power and the term “Almighty”
can rightly be applied to the Son of God. Yet this does not
indicate that He is the Most High God, for the Most High
God is the one who gave Christ “all power.”

! The OId Testament was originally written in Hebrew. The
New Testament text is most commonly found in Greek. A man by
the name of James Strong took all the Greek and Hebrew words
used in the Bible, put them in alphabetical order, and applied a
number to each word. The small Strong’s numbers used after a
word represent a Greek or Hebrew word that was translated into
English. Whenever you see the number *"® in this study, it repre-
sents the same Greek word no matter what English word was cho-
sen by the translators.
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“I And My Father Are One” (John 10:30)

The Father and the Son are one, but how are they one?
Are they the same being? Jesus prayed to His Father, “the
glory which thou gavest me I have given them, that they
may be one, even as we are one:” (John 17:22) Jesus
prayed that His disciples would be one in the same way
that He and His Father are one. Jesus was not contemplat-
ing one disciple with twelve heads, but twelve disciples
united in one purpose with the same mind. “Let this mind
be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians
2:5) Jesus is one with His Father because He and His Fa-
ther think alike. This verse certainly is not speaking of the
Father and His Son as one being.

Daniel was given a vision of one Being sitting upon a
throne and another Being coming near before Him. Dan-
iel wrote, “I beheld till the thrones were cast down [liter-
ally: “to be placed” (Ibid.)], and the Ancient of days did
sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of His
head like the pure wool: His throne was like the fiery
flame, and His wheels as burning fire.... I saw in the night
visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with
the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days,
and they brought Him near before Him.” (Daniel
7:9,13) Certainly there cannot be one being who goes
from one place to another to be near to himself.

“I came out from the Father”

Jesus was speaking to His disciples when He said,
“For the Father Himself loveth you, because ye have
loved me, and have believed that I came out 1831
[¢E€épyopat “to come forth from physically, arise from,
to be born of” (Thayer’s Greek Lexicon)] from God. 1
came forth "' from the Father, and am come ***
[€pxopat “to come from one place to another” (Ibid.)]
into the world: again, I leave the world, and go to the Fa-
ther.” (John 16:27, 28) Jesus was born of the Father, then
He left His Father and came into the world. Afterwards
He left the world and went back to the Father. It would be
impossible for one person to leave himself in one place,
and go to another place and then return to himself again
where he had left himself. To believe that the Father and
the Son are the same being is contrary to Scripture and
certainly is contrary to common sense.

The Unitarians believe there is but one being worthy
of our worship. The Trinitarians believe there are three
beings worthy of our worship. These are the two ex-
tremes between which the truth lies. The Bible says there
are but two Beings worthy of our worship—the Father
and His Son. “Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not
in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in
the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the
Son.” (2 John 9) Think about it! &5
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“Thank you for sending me all the materials and books
about the subject of the Trinity. I am studying them and
want to record an audiocassette on this matter for the
Spanish-speaking members of the church who need to
know this very badly.

“I already translated into Spanish an article
David Clayton... and would like to translate othe .
for my brethren and sisters at the church, and
for anybody who wants to hear about these ex-
citing ‘present truths.’

“I may help you in the translation of your 11terature
into Spanish, work that I am doing for many years for my
brothers and sisters here in Miami, Florida. I thank God
for letting me go to college in New Jersey and New York
where I spent 16 years and where I learned not only Eng-
lish but also Biblical Hebrew and Greek and although 1
cannot speak them I can differentiate their characters and
grammar enough to get a better understanding of the Bi-
ble. So definitely I would be glad to translate your materi-
als if you want me to do so. Besides this, I love the present
truth...” Florida

“I have now read your attachment on the Arian contro-
versy and enjoyed it. I am familiar with this, but liked your
presentation and coverage of it. If you do not mind I have
saved it for some future moment when it may help some-
one else. [ have also taken a brief look at your web page and
read most of your most recent newsletter. [ would like to
receive your Present Truth.... 1 am happy to see that your
printed work has reached others around the earth.... The
God of our Lord Jesus the Nazarene bless you.” California

“Finished your ‘Formulation of the Doctrine of the
Trinity’ today. It is excellent! Enjoy your writing. Keep
keeping on.

“Present Truth is wonderful. May God continue to use
this paper in a mighty way. God watch over you and your
work... Please send me last day events.” North Carolina

(The booklet entitled “The Formulation of the Doctrine of
the Trinity” is available for a suggested donation of $1
plus postage. Editor)

“It was such a blessing to hear from you. It will be
good to finally meet you. Your mailings have been a very
welcome material in the mail box. I'm not sure of my
schedule during your time here in the desert but will be
looking to be available for some fellowship with a like
minded brother. Your ministry is awesome or should I say
He is awesome in His use of you. May the GOD and Fa-
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ protect and guide your every
step in the coming days.” Arizona
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“We are enjoying reading Present Truth... Thank you
for your work in spreading present truth. It is a most pre-
cious message... Looking forward to seeing you,
Lynnford, again at the camp meeting in Arizona.”
Arizona

“I read about the Bibles that you recom-
mend. My friend in prison wrote me about a
Bible he used, ‘Restoration Bible.” I had
never heard of it, have you?

“I especially like the flier about ‘The Impor-
tance of Knowing the Truth About God.” I
would like more that I might pass them out or leave in pub-
lic places. It would be good to meet with people who will
want to share true beliefs. Please send also some pam-
phlets ‘What the Bible Says About Hell.””” North Carolina

(We have a study entitled “Which Bible?” dealing with the
origin of many of the translations and giving easy exam-

ples of how to test any translation. If you would like to re-
ceive this study contact us. Editor)

“I just got done reading two of your articles entitled
Present Truth, they in fact have been very helpful.
here in Puerto Rico gave me some and I read them, now I
can truly say that [ am free. I say free because I use to think
that I was free but the truth was that I did not know God
Almighty, His only begotten Son, or who or what the Holy
Spirit was or is. The 3 in 1, 1 in 3 monster I think was not
helping me have a better closer relationship with the One
who sits on the throne. But thanks be first to the God Al-
mighty and to people like yourself who have not sold the
vineyard for a cheap pagan doctrine that has destroyed the
personality of God and His only begotten Son who came
forth from the bosom of the Father in heaven first that is.

“You know, like I told brother the other day,
now that I flip the pages of my Life Application Bible I can
see and feel the love of God in giving His literal Son for
me. The more I think about it the more the desire that is in
me now grows, the desire to spread this truth.

“Hey, who are we that God would even think about
us? Who are we that God would allow His Son to die for
us? These thoughts never came to my mind when I was
caught up in the mysterious god(s). Thanks be to God the
Almighty that now we worship Him not only in Spirit but
also in truth. I just wanted to write this letter to you just to
let you know that I appreciate your efforts in spreading
this truth... If you could send more articles, but send them
to ’s address. I’ve read the October 1998 and March
1998 issues. I’ll write to you some other time. Remember
God is one. Raise the standard.” Puerto Rico

ipage 7



;p W@S@J@i /C;’ L liﬁ

(Below is an e-mail sent by a reader to some of his
friends. He graciously sent me a copy of the e-mail. Editor)

“The April 2000 edition of Present Truth has some
real gems on the subject of salvation. Sad to say, I thought
[ knew all about it, yet glad to say, the truth is much richer
and deeper than whatever I thought I knew. To consider
the fullness of it is completely overwhelming, and for any-
one so hard-hearted, that is saying quite a lot.

“The draft below was transcribed from a scanned hard
copy, though the official version should be available soon
on their web site: http://www.present-truth.net. Hope you
are all as blessed as I most definitely was and am in study-
ing this all over again from a fresh perspective. The editor
and author, Lynnford Beachy, encourages duplication of
this and all Present Truth, so by all means pass it on as the
Spirit leads.” Texas

(Below is a follow up letter by the same man whose letter
was printed in last month’s issue. Editor)

“Calvary greetings in Jesus name. Y our wonderful let-
ter is highly appreciated. It is only Jesus that links us as
like minds so that we can expedite His soon coming. ‘And
I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enable me, for that
he counted me faithful, putting me into his ministry’
2 Timothy 1:12.

“As is your questions. (1) What [ mean as material we
need tracts and other literature that can help our students.
Whatever assistance the Lord can impress upon your heart
for the upliftment of the work here. ...we appreciate your
tracts and the other literature sent through ordinary mail.
More so I am sending our Ministry quarterly publication.
‘The SUNRISE’ in another mail. Please study and com-
ment.

“I am trying to trace out the two persons referred in
Nigeria. I will furnish you with details when I find them.
May God continue to bless you and the Ministry.” Nigeria

“My address has changed... Thank you for Present
Truth.” Maine

(Thank you very much for sending us your new address
when you move. We pray these letters have been a
blessing to you. Editor)

Present Truth is published monthly by Smyrna Gospel
Ministries. It is sent free upon request. Duplication of these
papers is not only permitted but strongly encouraged. Present
Truth is available online at http://www.present-truth.net.

Editor: Lynnford Beachy, HC 64 Box 128-B, Welch, WV
24801, phone: (304) 732-9204, e-mail: berean@present-truth.net.
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