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2 Peler 1:12

Dear Readers, November 1999

“ Grace unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. We are bound to thank God always
for you, brethren, asit is meet, because that your faith groweth exceedingly, and the charity of every one of you all
toward each other aboundeth.” (2 Thessalonians 1:2, 3) It isour prayer that each of you are growing in your experience
with the Lord. We need to grow closer to the Lord each day. Job said, “ he that hath clean hands shall be stronger and
stronger.” (Job 17:9) We need to guard against | etting our Christian experience become stagnant and cold. Jesus said,
“ And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. But he that shall endure unto the end, the same
shall be saved.” (Matthew 24:12-13)

Faith and Acceptance

(Inthe July 1999 is sue of Pres ent Truthwe printed an
article entitled “Repentance” which was taken from
the book Steps to Christ. We are contin uingthis study
in this is sue. We be lieve you will be richly blessed by
this book, so we are of fer ing you a free copy. A one
dollardo nationto cover ship pingis ap pre ci ated, but
not re quired to re ceive your free book.)

Asyour con science has been quick ened by theHoly
Spirit, you have seen some thing of the evil of sin, of its
power, its guilt, its woe; and you look upon it with ab-
hor rence. Y oufeel that sin hassep arated you from God,
that you are in bondage to the power of evil. The more
you strug gleto es cape, themoreyou real izeyour help-
lessness. Your motives are impure; your heart is un-
clean. You see that your life has been filled with
selfishness and sin. You long to be forgiven, to be
cleansed, to be set free. Har mony with God, like nessto
Him—what can you do to ob tain it?

Itispeacethat you need—Heaven'sfor give nessand
peace and love in the soul. Money can not buy it, intel-
lect cannot procure it, wisdom cannot attain to it; you
can never hope, by your own efforts, to secure it. But
God of fersit to you asagift, “with out money and with-
out price.” Isaiah 55:1. It isyoursif you will but reach
out your hand and grasp it. The Lord says, “ Though your
sinsbeasscar let, they shall be aswhite as snow; though
they be red like crim son, they shall beaswool.” Isaiah
1:18. “A new heart also will | give you, and a new spirit
will | put within you.” Ezekiel 36:26.

Y ou have con fessed your sins, and in heart put them
away. Y ou have re solved to give your self to God. Now
goto Him, and ask that He will wash away your sinsand
giveyou anew heart. Then believe that He does this be-
cause He has promised. This is the lessonwhich Jesus
taught while He was on earth, that the gift which God
promises us, we must believe we do receive, and it is
ours. Jesusheal ed the peo pleof their diseaseswhenthey
had faith in His power; He helped them in the things
which they could see, thus inspiring them with confi-
dence in Him concerning things which they could not
see—Ileading them to believe in His power to forgive
sins. ThisHeplainly stated inthe heal ing of the man sick
with palsy: “ That ye may know that the Son of man hath
power on earth to for give sins, (then saith He to the sick
of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine
house.” Mat thew 9:6. So also John the evan gelist says,
speaking of the miracles of Christ, “These are written,
that ye might be lieve that Je susisthe Christ, the Son of

ALSOINTHIS | SSUE:

ROME’S ARRAIGNMENT OF

SABBATH-BREAKERS ................. page 6
by J. O'Keefe

CATHOLIC ADMISSIONSTO THEIRATTEMPT
TOCHANGE THESABBATH . ........... page 11




Present Crul

God; and that be liev ing ye might have life through His
name.” John 20:31.

Fromthesim pleBi bleac count of how Je sushealed
the sick, we may learn some thing about how to believe
inHimfor thefor givenessof sins. Let usturntothestory
of the par alytic at Bethesda. The poor suf ferer was help-
less; he had not used hislimbsfor thirty-eight years. Y et
Je sus bade him, “Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.” The
sick man might have said, “Lord, if Thou wilt make me
whole, | will obey Thy word.” But, no, he believed
Christ'sword, believed that he was made whole, and he
made the effort at once; he willed to walk, and he did
walk. He acted on the word of Christ, and God gave the
power. He was made whole.

In like manner you are a sinner. You cannot atone
for your past sins; you cannot change your heart and
make your self holy. But God prom isesto do all thisfor
you through Christ. Y ou believethat promise. Y ou con
fess your sins and give yourself to God. You will to
serve Him. Just as surely asyou do this, God will ful fill
His word to you. If you believe the promise,—believe
that you are forgiven and cleansed,—God supplies the
fact; you are made whole, just as Christ gave the par a
lytic power to walk when the man be lieved that he was
healed. It issoif you believeit.

Do not wait to feel that you are made whole, but say,
“| believeit; it is so, not because | fedl it, but because
God haspromised.”

Je sus says, “What things so ever yedesire, whenye
pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have
them.” Mark 11:24. There is a condition to this prom-
ise—that we pray ac cord ing to thewill of God. Butitis
the will of God to cleanse us from sin, to make us His
chil dren, and to en ableusto liveaholy life. So we may
ask for these blessings, and believe that we receive
them, and thank God that we have re ceived them. Itis
our priv i legetogoto Jesusand be cleansed, and to stand
before the law without shame or remorse. “There is
therefore now no condemnation to them which are in
Christ Je sus, who walk not af ter the flesh, but af ter the
Spirit.” Romans 8:1.

Henceforth you are not your own; you are bought
with a price. “Ye were not redeemed with corruptible
things, assil ver and gold;... but with the pre ciousblood
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without
spot.” 1 Peter 1:18, 19. Through this simple act of be-
liev ing God, the Holy Spirit has be got ten anew lifein
your heart. You are as a child born into the family of
God, and He loves you as He loves His Son.

Now that you have given yourself to Jesus, do not
draw back, do not take your self away from Him, but day
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by day say, “I am Christ's; | have given my self to Him;”
and ask Him to give you His Spirit and keep you by His
grace. Asit is by givingyour self to God, and believing
Him, that you become His child, so you are to live in
Him. The apostle says, “As ye have therefore received
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him.” Colossians
2:6.

Probation?

Some seem to feel that they must be on probation,
and must prove to the Lord that they are reformed, be-
forethey can claim Hisblessing. But they may claim the
bless ing of God even now. They must have His grace,
the Spirit of Christ, to helptheir infir mi ties, or they can
not resist evil. Jesuslovesto haveuscometo Himjust as
weare, sinful, help less, de pend ent. We may comewith
all our weak ness, our folly, our sinful ness, andfall at His
feetinpeni tence. ItisHisglory toencir cleusinthearms
of His love and to bind up our wounds, to cleanse us
fromallimpurity.

Here is where thousands fail; they do not believe
that Jesus par donsthempersonally,individually. They
do not take God at Hisword. Itisthepriv i legeof all who
com ply with the con di tionsto know for them selvesthat
pardon is freely extended for every sin. Put away the
suspicion that God's promises are not meant for you.
They arefor ev ery repen tant transgres sor. Strength and
grace have been provided through Christ to be brought
by ministeringangelstoev ery believingsoul. Noneare
sosinful that they can not find strength, purity, and righ
teous nessin Je sus, who died for them. Heiswait ing to
strip them of their garments stained and polluted with
sin, and to put upon them the white robes of righteous
ness,; He bids them live and not die.

God does not deal with us as finite men deal with
one another. His thoughts are thoughts of mercy, love,
and tenderest com passion. He says, “ L et thewicked for-
sake hisway, and the un righ teous man histhoughts: and
let him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy
upon him; and to our God, for He will abun dantly par-
don.” “I haveblot ted out, asathick cloud, thy transgres
sions, and, asacloud, thy sins.” Isaiah 55:7; 44:22.

“1 have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth,
saith the Lord God: whereforeturn your selves, and live
ye.” Ezekiel 18:32. Satan is ready to steal away the
blessed assurances of God. He desires to take every
glimmer of hopeand ev ery ray of light from the soul; but
you must not per mit himto do this. Do not give ear to the
tempter, but say, “Jesus has died that | might live. He
loves me, and wills not that | should perish. | have a
compassionate heavenly Father; and although | have
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abused His love, though the blessings He has given me
have been squan dered, | will arise, and go to my Father,
and say, 'l have sinned against heaven, and before Thee,
and am no more wor thy to be called Thy son: make me
asoneof Thy hired ser vants.” Thepar abletellsyou how
thewan derer will bereceived: “Whenhewasyet agreat
way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and
ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.” Luke
15:18-20.

But even this parable, tender and touching as it is,
comesshort of ex pressingtheinfi nitecom passionof the
heav enly Father. The Lord de clares by His prophet, “I
havelovedtheewithanev erlastinglove: thereforewith
loving-kindness have | drawn thee.” Jeremiah 31:3.
Whilethesin ner isyet far from the Father'shouse, wast
ing hissub stancein astrange country, the Father'sheart
isyearningover him; and ev ery longing awak enedinthe
soul to return to God is but the tender pleading of His
Spirit, wooing, entreat ing, draw ing thewan derer to his
Father's heart of love.

With therich promisesof the Bi blebeforeyou, can
you give place to doubt? Can you be lieve that when the
poor sin ner longsto return, longsto for sake hissins, the
Lord sternly withholds him from com ing to Hisfeet in
re pentance? Away with such thoughts! Nothing can hurt
your own soul morethan to enter tain such acon ception
of our heav enly Father. He hates sin, but He loves the
sinner, and Hegave Him self inthe per son of Christ, that
all who would might be saved and have eter nal bless ed-
nessintheking dom of glory. What stron ger or moreten
der language could have been employed than He has
cho sen inwhich to ex pressHisloveto ward us? He de-
clares, “Can awoman for get her suck ing child, that she
should not have compassion on the son of her womb?
yea, they may forget, yet will | not forgetthee.” Isaiah
49:15.

Look up, you that are doubting and trembling; for
Jesuslivesto makeinter cession for us. Thank God for
the gift of His dear Son and pray that He may not have
diedfor youinvain. The Spiritin vitesyou to day. Come
with your whole heart to Je sus, and you may claim His
blessing.

Asyoureadthepromises, remem ber they arethe ex-
pression of un ut ter ableloveand pity. Thegreat heart of
InfiniteLoveisdrawntowardthesinner withboundless
com passion. “We have re demp tion through His blood,
the forgiveness of sins.” Ephesians 1:7. Yes, only be-
lieve that God is your helper. He wants to restore His
moral im agein man. Asyou draw near to Him with con
fes sion and re pen tance, He will draw near to you with
mercy andfor giveness.
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The Test of Discipleship

“If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old
things are passed away; behold, all things are become
new.” 2Corinthi ansb:17.

A person may not be able to tell the exact time or
place, or trace all the chain of cir cum stancesin the pro-
cess of con ver sion; but thisdoes not prove himto be un
converted. Christ said to Nicodemus, “ Thewind bloweth
where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but
canst not tell whenceit com eth, and whither it goeth: so
isev ery onethat isborn of the Spirit.” John 3:8. Likethe
wind, which is invisible, yet the effects of which are
plainly seen and felt, isthe Spirit of God initswork upon
thehumanheart. That regener at ing power, whichnohu
man eye can see, begetsanew lifeinthesoul; it createsa
new being intheim age of God. While the work of the
Spirit is silent and imperceptible, its effects are mani
fest. If the heart has been re newed by the Spirit of God,
thelifewill bear wit nessto thefact. Whilewe can not do
any thing to change our hearts or to bring our selvesinto
har mony with God; whilewe must not trust at all to our-
selves or our good works, our liveswill re veal whether
the grace of God isdwell ing within us. A changewill be
seen in the char acter, the hab its, the pur suits. The con
trast will be clear and de cided be tween what they have
been and what they are. Thechar acter isreveal ed, not by
oc casional good deedsand oc casional misdeeds, but by
theten dency of the habit ual words and acts.

Itistruethat there may bean out ward cor rect ness of
deportment with out therenew ing power of Christ. The
loveof influenceandthedesirefor theesteemof others
may pro duce awell-ordered life. Self-respect may lead
us to avoid the ap pear ance of evil. A self ish heart may
perform generous actions. By what means, then, shall
wedeter minewhose sideweareon?

Who has the heart? With whom are our thoughts? Of
whom do weloveto converse? Who hasour warm est af-
fections and our best energies? If we are Christ's, our
thoughts are with Him, and our sweet est thoughts are of
Him. All we have and are is consecrated to Him. We
long to bear His image, breathe His spirit, do His will,
and please Him in all things.

Those who become new creatures in Christ Jesus
will bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, “love, joy, peace,
long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness,
temperance.” Galatians 5:22, 23. They will no longer
fashionthem selvesac cordingtothefor mer lusts, but by
thefaith of the Son of God they will fol low in His steps,
reflect Hischar acter, and purify them selveseven asHe
is pure. The things they once hated they now love, and
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the things they once loved they hate. The proud and
self-assertive be come meek and lowly in heart. Thevain
and supercilious becomeseri ousandunobtrusive. The
drunken becomesober, andtheprof li gatepure. Thevain
customs and fash ions of theworld arelaid aside. Chris-
tianswill seek not the“ out ward adorning,” but “the hid-
den man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible,
even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit.” 1 Peter
3.3, 4.

Thereisnoevidenceof genuinerepentanceunlessit
worksref or mation. If here storethe pledge, giveagain
that he had robbed, con fess his sins, and love God and
hisfel low men, thesin ner may be surethat he has passed
from death unto life.

When, as erring, sinful beings, we come to Christ
and become partakers of His pardoning grace, love
springs up in the heart. Every burden is light, for the
yoke that Christ imposes is easy. Duty becomes a de-
light, and sacrifice a pleasure. The path that before
seemed shrouded in darkness, becomes bright with
beamsfrom the Sun of Righ teous ness.

Theloveli nessof thechar acter of Christwill beseen
inHisfol low ers. It wasHisdelight to do thewill of God.
Love to God, zeal for His glory, was the controlling
power in our Saviour's life. Love beautified and enno-
bled all Hisactions. Loveisof God. Theun con secrated
heart can not orig i nate or pro duceit. Itisfound only in
the heart where Je susreigns. “Welove, be cause Hefirst
loved us.” 1 John 4:19, R.V. In the heart re newed by di-
vinegrace, loveistheprinci pleof action. It modi fiesthe
character, governs the impulses, controls the passions,
sub duesenmity, andennoblestheaf fections. Thislove,
cherishedinthesoul, sweet ensthelifeand shedsarefin
inginfluenceonall around.

There are two errors against which the children of
God—par tic ularly those who havejust cometotrustin
His grace—especially need to guard. The first, already
dwelt upon, isthat of look ing to their own works, trust-
ing to anything they can do, to bring themselves into
har mony with God. Hewho istry ing to be come holy by
hisown worksin keepingthelaw, isat tempt ing anim-
possibility. All that man can do without Christ is pol-
luted with selfishness and sin. It is the grace of Christ
alone, through faith, that can make us holy.

Theop po siteand no lessdan ger ouser ror isthat be
lief in Christ releases men from keep ing thelaw of God;
that since by faith alone we become partakers of the
grace of Christ, our works have noth ing to do with our
redemption.

But noticeherethat obedi enceisnot amereout ward
com pli ance, but the ser viceof love. Thelaw of Godisan

Lage 4

C '§iuc/ y to show fﬁyse[f a])/)mvefz:/ unlo (((fm:/

ex pressionof Hisvery nature; itisan em bodi ment of the
great principle of love, and hence is the foundation of
Hisgov ern ment in heaven and earth. If our heartsarere
newed in the likeness of God, if the di vineloveisim-
planted inthe soul, will not thelaw of God be car ried out
inthelife?Whentheprinci pleof loveisim plantedinthe
heart, when manisrenewed af ter theim age of Him that
created him, the new-covenant promise is fulfilled, “I

will put My lawsinto their hearts, and in their mindswill
| writethem.” He brews 10:16. And if thelaw iswrit ten
in the heart, will it not shape the life? Obedience—the
ser viceand al legiance of love—isthetruesign of disci-
pleship. Thus the Scripture says, “This is the love of
God, that we keep Hiscom mand ments.” “Hethat saith, |

know Him, and keepeth not His commandments, is a
liar, and thetruth isnot in him.” 1 John 5:3; 2:4. In stead
of releasing man from obedience, it is faith, and faith

only, that makes us partakers of the grace of Christ,

whichenablesustorender obedi ence.

Wedo not earn sal vation by our obedi ence; for sal-
vationisthefreegift of God, to bereceived by faith. But
obedience is the fruit of faith. “Ye know that He was
man i fested to take away our sins; and in Himisno sin.
Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not: whosoever
sinneth hath not seen Him, nel ther known Him.” 1 John
3:5, 6. Here isthe true test. If we abide in Christ, if the
love of God dwellsin us, our feel ings, our thoughts, our
pur poses, our ac tions, will bein har mony with the will
of God as expressed in the precepts of His holy law.
“Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth
righteousness is righteous, even as He is righteous.” 1
John 3:7. Righteousness is defined by the standard of
God'sholy law, asex pressed intheten preceptsgivenon
Sinal.

That so-called faith in Christ which pro fessesto re-
lease men from the obligation of obedience to God, is
not faith, but presumption. “By grace are ye saved
through faith.” But “faith, if it hath not works, is dead.”
Ephesians2:8; James2:17. Jesussaid of Him self before
He cameto earth, “I delight to do Thy will, O My God:
yea, Thy law iswithin My heart.” Psalm 40:8. And just
before He ascended again to heaven He declared, “I
have kept My Father'scom mand ments, and abideinHis
love.” John 15:10. The Scripture says, “Hereby we do
know that we know Him, if we keep His command
ments.... He that saith he abideth in Him ought him self
also so to walk even as He walked.” 1 John 2:3-6. “Be-
cause Christ also suf feredfor us, leavingusanex ample,
that ye should fol low Hissteps.” 1 Peter 2:21.

The con di tion of eter nal lifeisnow just what it al-
ways has been,—just what it wasin Par adise beforethe

('%ovewﬂ;er 1999



Present Crul

fall of our first par ents,—per fect obedi encetothelaw of
God, per fectrighteousness. If eter nal lifewere granted
on any con di tion short of this, then the hap pi nessof the
whole uni verse would beim per iled. Theway would be
open for sin, with al its train of woe and misery, tobe
immortalized.

It was possible for Adam, beforethefall, toform a
righteous character by obedience to God's law. But he
failed to do this, and be cause of hissin our naturesare
fallen and we cannot make ourselves righteous. Since
wearesinful, unholy, wecan not per fectly obey theholy
law. We have no righ teous ness of our ownwithwhichto
meet the claims of the law of God. But Christ hasmade a
way of es cape for us. He lived on earth amid tri alsand
temp tations such aswe haveto meet. Helived asinless
life. He died for us, and now He offers to take our sins
and give us His righteousness. If you give yourself to
Him, and accept Him as your Saviour, then, sinful as
your lifemay have been, for His sake you are ac counted
righteous. Christ's character stands in place of your
char acter, and you are ac cepted before Godjust asif you
had not sinned.

More than this, Christ changes the heart. He abides
inyour heart by faith. Y ou are to main tain this con nec-
tion with Christ by faith and the continual surrender of
your will to Him; and so long as you do this, He will
work inyoutowill andtodo ac cordingto Hisgood plea
sure. So you may say, “The lifewhich | now livein the
flesh I live by thefaith of the Son of God, who loved me,
and gave Him self for me.” Galatians 2:20. So Jesussaid
toHisdisci ples, “Itisnot yethat speak, but the Spirit of
your Father which speaketh in you.” Matthew 10:20.
Thenwith Christ work inginyou, youwill mani fest the
same spirit and do the same good works —works of
righteousness, obedi ence.

So we have noth ing in our selves of which to boast.
We have no ground for self-exaltation. Our only ground
of hopeisintherighteous ness of Christim puted to us,
and in that wrought by His Spirit work ing in and through
us.

When we speak of faith, there is a distinction that
should be bornein mind. Thereisakind of belief that is
wholly distinct from faith. The ex istence and power of
God, the truth of Hisword, are factsthat even Satan and
his hosts can not at heart deny. The Bi ble says that “the
devils aso believe, and tremble;” but this is not faith.
James 2:19. Where there is not only a belief in God's
word, but a submission of the will to Him; where the
heart is yielded to Him, the affections fixed upon Him,
there is faith—faith that works by love and purifiesthe
soul. Throughthisfaiththeheartisrenewedintheimage
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of God. And the heart that in its unrenewed stateisnot
subjecttothelaw of God, nei ther in deed can be, now de
lightsinitsholy precepts, ex claimingwith the psalmist,
“Ohow lovel Thy law! itismy medi tation all theday.”
Psalm 119:97. And the righ teous ness of the law isful-
filled in us, “who walk not af ter theflesh, but af ter the
Spirit.” Romans 8:1.

There arethose who haveknown the par doninglove
of Christandwhoreally desireto bechil dren of God, yet
they realize that their character is imperfect, their life
faulty, and they are ready to doubt whether their hearts
have been re newed by the Holy Spirit. To such | would
say, Do not draw back in despair. Weshall of ten haveto
bow down and weep at the feet of Je sus be cause of our
short comingsand mistakes, but wearenot to bediscour-
aged. Evenif weareover comeby theen emy, weare not
cast off, not for saken and re jected of God. No; Christis
at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession
for us. Said the beloved John, “ These thingswrite | unto
you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an ad-
vocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”
1 John 2:1. And do not for get thewords of Christ, “The
Father Him self loveth you.” John 16:27. He de sires to
restoreyou to Him self, to see Hisown pu rity and ho li-
nessreflected inyou. Andif you will but yield your self
toHim, Hethat hath be gunagood work inyouwill carry
it for ward totheday of Jesus Christ. Pray morefer vently;
believe more fully. As we come to distrust our own
power, let us trust the power of our Redeemer, and we
shall praise Him who isthe health of our coun te nance.

The closer you come to Jesus, the more faulty you
will appear in your own eyes; for your vision will be
clearer, and your im per fectionswill beseeninbroad and
distinct contrast to Hisper fect nature. Thisisev i dence
that Satan'sdelusionshavelost their power; that theviv-
i fyinginfluenceof the Spirit of Godisarousingyou.

No deep-seated love for Je sus can dwell in the heart
that doesnot real izeitsown sinful ness. The soul that is
trans formed by the grace of Christ will ad mire His di-
vinechar acter; butif wedo not see our own moral defor-
mity, itisun mistak ableev i dencethat wehavenot had a
view of the beauty and ex cel lence of Christ.

Thelesswe seeto esteemin our selves, the morewe
shall seetoesteemintheinfi nitepurity andloveli nessof
our Sav iour. A view of our sin ful nessdrivesusto Him
who can par don; and when the soul, real izing its help-
lessness, reachesout af ter Christ, Hewill reveal Him self
in power. The more our sense of need drives usto Him
and to the word of God, the more ex alted viewswe shall
haveof Hischar acter, and themorefully weshall reflect
Hisimage. 25
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Rome’s Arraignment of Sabbath-Breakers

This month we are reprinting a
sermon by the late J. O'Keefe who
had been a priest of prom i nence in
the Roman Catholicdi o cese of Bat
timore, Maryland, and the paper
that published his sermon, The
Catholic Mirror, was the leading
Catholic paper in America at that
time, the organ of Cardinal Gib-
bons. This ser mon was first printed
on July 3, 1897. O’Keefe was re-
spond ing to seven ser mons by Bap-
tistminis ters that were printed in the
morn ing news pa per a few days be-
fore. We be lieve you will find this ar-
ticle very significant in light of the
ongoing controversy regarding the
Sabbath. A few words used in this
article are difficult to understand,
there fore some definitionswill be in
cluded in brack ets.

The Scripture quotations are of
ten loosely quoted, some times from
the Catholic Douay-Rheims ver-
sion, and some times from the King
James ver sion. The reader will find
no es sential differenceinthe verses
quoted. We leave them un changed,
merely correctingty pographicaler
rors and punctuatingwhere needed.

“But these men blaspheme what-
ever things they know not; and what
things soever they naturaly know,
like dumb beasts, in these they are
cor rupted.” (See Jude 10.)

The morning paper of last Mon-
day spread before its readers a com-
pendium [collection] of seven
ser monsdeliv eredtheday before, by
as many Baptist preachers, on the
topic of Sab bath desecration. Thissi-
mul taneouscon cert of actionwasthe
resultof previ ousar rangement.

Asi it is the duty of every citizen
who hasat heart the pub lic wel fareto
aid, as far as possible, in promoting
thedif fusion of knowl edge, and at the
sametimeinthecor rectionof er ror, |

by J. O’'Keefe

feel | would be guilty of agrossinjus
ticetomyfel lowciti zenswerel notto
fur nish them with the ex act truth, es-
pecially since false ideas are being
constantly promulgated [published)]
by men ei ther grossly and crimi nally
ignorant of what they should know,
and who, assuming the of fice of pub-
lic guides, convey false information
derived ei ther fromfalse premises, or
in-consecutive conclusions from the
same, or, know ing better, mali ciously
and unscrupulously abuse the influ
ence they accidentally wield over
simple and unsophisticated people,
by deliberately impregnating their
ductile [easily molded] and plastic
minds with erroneous views that
practicallyinterfere with the rationa
exercise of their liberty in the ordi-
nary rou tine of life.

In the fifteenth chapter, tenth
verse, of the Acts of the Apostles, we
read of a casein point. A sect of the
Pharisees (converts to Christianity)
gave much annoyance to the primi-
tiveChristiansby requiringcir cumck
sion and the full observance of the
Mo saiclaw, Peter aroseintheassem:
bly and asked, “Now therefore, why
tempt ye God, to put a yoke on the
necks of the disciples which neither
our fathers, nor we have been able to
bear?’ (See Acts15:10.) A sect of the
same order of modern Pharisees, in
their self-righteousness, gave vent to
theirmock solici tudefor thespiri tual
welfare of their contemporaries by
denouncing most emphatically the
practices of barrooms, cigars, to-
bacco, soda water, bicycles, confec
tionery, parks, trolley cars, Sunday
papers, reporters, ice-cream saloons,
etc., etc., on Sunday, with a highly
commendable and virtuous indigna
tion; but itismy pur poseto meet their
crusadeinthespirit of com mon sense,
and ask with St. Peter, “Why, there-
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fore, tempt ye God to put a yoke on
the necks of the disci ples, which nei-
ther our fathers nor we have been able
to bear? And this is precisely what
these self-constituted guides of the
peo pleunder taketo do, whenthey as
sumeto dictateinto what isper mit ted
andwhat for bid den onthe Sab bath.

And, just here, | boldly proclaim
that this meddlesome interference
with the God-given liberties of our
citi zensisanassumptionof authority
that has no warrant whatsoever in
God' s law, and amounts to what may
be truthfully designated an impertk
nent attempt at an unauthorized des-
potism[absolutepower, tyr anny]. For
whilstthe Amer i can peo plearetol er-
ant of every law, divine and human,
that appeals to their reason, yet they
must be con vinced that the or di nance
hasadi vineor human sanctionfor the
enforcementof itsobli gations.

It is my purpose to sub mit to my
fellow citizens the true grounds for
theobli gationof cessationfromlabor
one day of the week, and of the duty
of sanctifying the same day. The
seven reverend gentlemen who on
last Sunday assumed to impose their
views on their fellow citizens anent
[concerning] thequestion of Sab bath
desecration, havenowar rant what so-
ever for such imposition [a burden
some unfair demand], save what can
be found in their acknowledged
teacher, the Bible. Let us then open
the pages of this guide and teacher,
and learn from it the commands of
God on this point. We are at least
equally intel li gent with them in con-
struing the expressed will of God, in
drawing rational conclusions, and in
inferringconclusivelythecorrectness
or falsity of their claim to impose
their views on us.

The first intimation that reaches
us of God’'s will on this important
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point is found in Genesis 2:2: “And
onthesev enth day He[God] rested...
from all His work which He had
made.” And it is conclusive that the
patri archsunder theimmedi atedi rec
tion of God, continued, by oral tradi-
tion, the same observance of God's
Sabbath, until He gave through Mo-
ses the same commandment by writ-
ten tradition (see Exodus 20:8-11),
“Remem ber the Sab bath day to keep
it holy;” and the sacred text informs
us He did so command for that rea-
son, viz. [namely]:

“Therefore the Lord blessed the
Sabbath day, and sanctified it.” (See
Ex odus20:11.) Again, theLord calls
the Sabbath “a perpetual covenant.”
(SeeExodus31:16.)

Once more, we will refer to the
most positive repetition of this com-
mand (see Deuteronomy 5:13-14):
“Six days shalt thou labour, and shalt
do all thy work. The seventh is the
day of the Sab bath, that is, the rest of
the Lord thy God. Thou shalt not do
any work therein,” etc.

On a careful examination of the
Old Testament, wefindthisref er ence
to the Sab bath 126 times. And now it
isincumbent onustoascer tainwhich
is the seventh day on which God
rested, and which He blessed and
sancti fied: which day, also, Hedesig-
nated as “a perpetual covenant.” The
answer to this question is furnished
by the Hebrew race, who all through
the patriarchal age to Moses day,
over 2,500 years, thence from Mo ses,
2514 A.M. [B.C]] to A.D. 1897, ape-
riod of 5,897 years, have scrupu
lously kept every Saturday, from the
days of Adam, who walked with God,
through the days of the patri archs, the
law, and the proph ets, and through the
full period of the New Law to yester-
day [Sat ur day]. ThustheHebrew race
form a living historical chain of
nearly 5,900 annual links—a per pet
ual, living testimony of God's rest
(His Sabbath) to today, through oral
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andwrittentradition. Therefore, if the
testimony of men could ever be re-
gardedasaninfal li blemotiveof cred-
i bil ity, it must berec og nized assuch
in the constant weekly keeping of
God’ s Sabbath synchronous [having
identi cal peri ods] withtimeitself.

The Old Testament is also, from
thedaysof Mo ses, theliving wit ness
of this undeniable fact, sustained by
the oral living testimony of the He-
brew peo pletothead vent of theMes
siah. To deny this effectively, it
would be necessary to destroy the
JewishpeopleandtheOld Testament.

Having placed beyond the reach
of all successful denial; thegrand his
torical fact that up to the coming of
the Messiah, the Lord's Sab-
bath—that of the seventh day—was
alone recognized and kept, from the
last day of Creation to the com ing of
theMessiah—thisby theposi tivepre
cept of God in the Old Law and the
ever-living testi mony and practiceof
the He brew race, it now be hooves us
to trace the history of this arrange
ment to date, or asfar, at least, as the
apostolic records testify under the
New Law. On approaching this pe-
riod, involving as it does an era of
nearly nineteenfull centuries, wenat
uraly inquire whether a divine stat-
ute, which God Himself was pleased
to designate a “perpetual covenant,”
continued to be ob served by the peo-
ple of Israel and Christians col lec
tively; that is, whether the day
enjoined by God (Saturday) has al -
ways been kept by Christians and
Jews collectively for these nineteen
centuries, or, if not, where in the
pages of the New Testament isfound
adi vinedecreecancel ingthemandate
of the Old Law, and at the same time
specifying the day to substitute [for]
Saturday. For inasmuch as Saturday
was ordered to be kept by di vineau
thor ity, so, also, di vineau thor ity, ur
der theform of acan cel ingdecreg, is
absolutely nec essary to do away with

C '§iuc/ y to show fﬁyse[f a])/)mvefz:/ unlo (((fm:/

Sat ur day, andanother decreeemanat
ing from the same divine source is
equally necessary to appoint another
Sabbath. A close and critical exam#
nation of the New Testament is now
necessary to discover these two de-
crees—the one canceling Saturday,
the other selectinganother day tore-
place it.

The Hebrew Sabbath, or Satur-
day, isreferredtointhe New Testa
ment 61 times. Inthefour Gos pelsthe
same Sabbath (Saturday) is men-
tioned 51 times. We find that the Sav-
iour during His life constantly
adopted the same day to teach in the
synagoguesandtowork mir acles.

In one instance, quoted by Mat-
thew and Luke[Mark]. Hedesig nated
Himself the “Lord of the Sabbath;”
but to the last hour of Hislife He uti-
lized that day and givesnoindi cation
of adesiretochangeit. Af ter Hiscru-
cifixion, His apostles and personal
friends kept it (Saturday) strictly.
whilst yet He wasin thetomb; that St.
Luke informs us of (see 23:56):

“Andthey returned, and prepared
spices and ointments; and rested on
the Sabbath day according to the
commandment.” And having strictly
kept the Sab bath, as St. Luke hasjust
now described, they felt themselves
free to com mence the new week with
the cor poral work of mercy, viz., em
balming the body of their Master.

This proceeding is quoted by St.
Luke in the next verse (see 24:1):
“And on the first day of the week
[Sunday], very early in the morning,
they came to the sepulchre, bringing
the spices they had prepared.” Can
any thing bemorecon clu sivethanthat
up to the day of Christ’s death, from
St. Luke' stesti mony?

Thus we are forced from al we
read in the Gospels to conclude that
the “Lord of the Sabbath,” as Christ
calls Himsdlf, never kept during his
mortal life any other Sabbath than
Sat ur day, testi fy ing Hisrespect for it



onsev eral occasionsby Hisseverere
bukesto the scribesand Phar i seesfor
their fanati cal modeof keepingit; and
after His death the apostles, and the
holy women, who werethe best ex po-
nents [representatives] of His will,
followed His example by doing on
Sunday that the commandment for -
bade them to do on Saturday. It is
thenundeni ablethat theJew ish Sat ur-
day was alone kept by the Saviour,
His apostles, and friends up to the pe-
riod of His death, covering
thirty-threeyearsof theChristianera.

Comewenow toex aminethehis
tory of this interesting question for
thirty yearsmore af ter Christ’ sdeath,
as recorded by the evangelist St
Luke, in his Acts of the Apostles.
Surely we must find some trace of the
canceling act during this period in-
volving a lifetime. But, alas! not a
vestige of it can be discovered; and
what isworse, wefind in the nine pas
sages referred to in the Acts of the
Apostles that they invariably kept
Sat ur day. | shall qguotethem: “They...
went into the synagogue on the Sab-
bath day And af ter theread ing of the
law and the proph ets,” etc. (See Acts
13:14, 15.) Agan, verse 27: “For
they... because they knew Him not,
nor yet the voices of the prophets
which are read every Sabbath,” etc.
Behold herethetesti mony of St. Paul
to the practice of reading the Scrip-
turesev ery Sab bath. He does not say
“were read,” but “are read,” thus
bearing witness to a time-honored
practice.

Again, verse 42: “And when the
Jews had gone out, the Gentiles be-
sought that these words might be
preached to them the next Sabbath,”
not the next Sunday. Observe next
how the Greeks or Gentiles kept the
Sab bath with the Jews (see verse 44):
“ And the next Sabbath came almost
the whole city to hear the Word of
God.” Not Sunday, but the Sabbath
still' Oncemore (seeActs 15:13, 21):
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James, the apostle, publicly says:
“Men and breth ren, hear now tome...
For Moses of old time hath in every
city them that preach him, being read
in the synagogues every Sabbath
day.” No vestige of a change to
Sunday yet. Again (see Acts 17:2):
“And Paul, as his manner was, went
unto them, and three Sabbath days
rea soned with them out of the Scrip-
tures.” And, to cap the cli max and ex-
haust all scriptural resources (see
Acts 18:4): “And he [Paul] reasoned
in the synagogueeverySabbath, and
per suaded the Jews and the Greeks.”

Thus it is absolutely certain that
neither our Lord during His life of
thirty-threeyears, nor Hisapostlesfor
thirty years subsequently, ever kept
any Sab bath save Sat ur day.

But, beforel closemy ar gument, |
proposetoan swer thear gument of the
apol o gistsfor thechangeof day not to
befoundintheNew Testament. Their
ar gumentsaregrounded onthewords
“the Lord’ s day” and “the day of the
Lord,” as the drowning man graspsa
straw. The first of these (see Acts
2:20):

“The sun shall be turned into
dark ness and the moon into blood be-
forethat great and no table day of the
Lord shal come.” Is this Sunday?
Again (see 1 Corinthi ans1:8):“Who
shall also confirm you unto the end,
that you may be blame less in the day
of our Lord JesusChrist.” Whoissilly
enough to interpret these words [as
being] of Sunday? Again (see 1 Co-
rinthi ans5:5): “Todeliver suchaone
to Satan for the destruction of the
flesh that the spirit may be saved in
the day of the Lord Jesus.” Is this
Sunday? Again (see 2 Corinthians
1:13-14): “And | trust ye shall ac-
knowl! edge eventotheend... evenas
yealso areoursin the day of the Lord
Jesus Christ.” Is this day Sunday or
the day of judgment? Whilst once
more (see Philippians 1.6): “Being
confident of this very thing that He
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who hath begun a good work in you
will perform it until the day of Jesus
Christ.” Until next Sunday, of
course! Sixth text (see Philippians
1:10): “That ye may be sincere and
with out of fensetill theday of Christ.”
Till next Sunday, forsooth! Seventh
text (see2 Peter 3:10):" But the day of
the Lord will come as a thief in the
night.” Sunday next! Eighth text (see
2 Peter 3:12): “Looking out for and
hasten ing unto thecoming of the day
of the Lord, wherein the heavens be-
ing on fire, shall be dissolved.” Look
out for thefireworkson Sunday, if not
too late to day [Sunday]!

| have thus disposed of eight of
ninetextsfromtheap ostolicwritings
whichtheapol o gistsfor the change of
day grounded on the words, “the day
of the Lord,” “the Lord's day,” “the
day of Christ,” and shown the absur-
dity of their ap pli cationto Sunday, re
ferring in each instance to the day of
judgment. There is a ninth, and the
only one left which does not bear its
owninter pretationliketheothers(see
Revelation 1:10). St. John says, “I
was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day.”
The rule of anal ogy, acertainmotive
of judg ing whereby weareen abled to
conclude with certainty of an un-
known quan tity from thelaw, ap plies
here unqualifiedly. Eight texts, of a
similar formand char acter toaninth,
have been shown to unite in one
meaning exclusively. Didecticians
[speciaistsindialecticsorlogic] con
clude that the ninth must be so in ter-
preted. Or, to present a more
intelligible example from physical
laws:

Eight stones thrown into the air
fall by the law of gravity to the sur-
face; the ninth it is conclusive must
obey the same law. Hence the words
of St. Johnad mit of thesameinter pre
tation by anal ogy astheeight pre ced-
ing texts.

Any attempt to interpret the
abovetexts, the day of the Lord or the
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Lord’s day, as meaning Sunday, is
thereforeab surd. And what will con-
firm this reasoning beyond all doubt
isthelan guage of the same St. Johnin
two passagesinhisGospels, speaking
of Sunday (Easter) he does not say,
“onthe Lord sday,” But, “on thefirst
day of the week” (see John 20:1): and
speak ing of thefol low ing Sunday, he
does not designate it “the Lord's
day,” but (see chapter 20:19), “Now
when it was late that same day, the
first of the week.” This disposesfor-
ever of St. John’s, “I wasin the spirit
on the Lord’'s day,” interpreted as
Sunday.

A False Supposition

Tocon cludemy proofs, | pro pose
tocall at tentiontoand reply to an ar-
gu ment that would sup pose achange
of day. Five times the first day of the
week is referred to as being the day
substituted for the Sabbath in five
passages of the Gospel, Acts, and
Epistles. St. Luke 24:33-40 and St
John 20:19 both refer to the meet ings
of Jesus with the apostles on Easter
Sunday. Thiswould ap pear to fur nish
acluetothesub sti tution of Sat ur day;
but the texts themselves record the
motiveof their meet ing. It wasnot for
prayer, for ex hor tation, or read ing of
the Scrip tures, but they werehud dled
to gether in that room “for fear of the
Jews,” as St. John tells us.

Thethird oc casion was the meet-
ing of Christ arisen with the eleven
(including Thomas), for the purpose
of confounding the incredulity of
Thomas, as St. John assures us (see
chapter 20:26-29). There is not a
word to be found in these texts of
prayer, praise. or read ing of the Scrip-
tures. Again (see Acts 2:1), “The
apostleswereall of oneac cordinone
place” on the feast of Pentecost
(Sunday). Nor canthisfourthin stance
of meeting on Sunday afford the
slightest hope of finding an escape;
for Pentecost was the fiftieth day
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from the Passover, which was called
the Sabbath of weeks, consisting of
seven times seven days; and the day
af ter the sev enth weekly Sab bathwas
the chief day in the entire festival,
necessarily Sunday, which had been
kept by the Jewsannu ally for over 15
centuries before Christianity. This
was over a festival, and no comfort
can be derived from its introduction
in favor of achange of day, from the
sacredvol ume.

Andtheapol ogistsfor thechange
of day call attention to Acts 20:7:
“And upon the first day of the week,
when the disciples came together to
break bread,” etc.,theap pli cation of
the axiom in logic, “Quod probat
nimis, probat nihil” (What provestoo
much, provesnothing), putsaqui etus
release from obligation on this text
when| introducewordsfromtheActs
(see 2:46): “And they continuing
daily... in the temple, and breaking
bread from house to house” etc.,
which shows that this was a daily
practice which is claimed in this in-
stance for Sunday.

Fifthly andfi naly, weareinvited
to 1 Corinthians 16:1-2: “Now con-
cerning the collection for the
saints.... Onthefirst day of the week,
let every one of you lay by him in
store,” etc. Presuming that this was
done as St. Paul re quested, | will call
your attention to what was regularly
done the day before (Saturday) and
contrast the acts of each day. | have
already quoted St. Paul’s testimony
(see Acts 13:27) of the practice of
reading the Scriptures “ every Sab-
bath day.”

What more absurd conclusion
than to infer that the reading of the
Scriptures, exhortation, and praying,
which formed the routine duties of
every Saturday, or Sabbath, were
overslaughed [passed over infavor of
an other] by are quest to take up acol-
lection, on a particular occasion, an-
other day of the week? Which
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occupationwasmoreinkeepingwith
the ser vice of the Lord’ sday?

The Summing Up

Hav ing placed beforeyou al the
references in the sacred writ-
ings—Gospels, Acts, and Epistles—I
will now sum up the re sult of my ex-
amination of the relative use of the
Sundays and Saturdays from these
same records, constituting the New
Testament, and covering a period of
over 60 years. Ev ery Sab bath, or Sat-
urday, was kept, ac cordingtothere-
cord, 3,276 times by Christ and His
apostles, whilstthebeggarly record of
the Sunday meetings by the apostles
number five within the same period,
viz., Easter Sunday (finding Sunday)
comes first; next, Sunday (doubting
Sunday) when Thomas was con-
verted; but not a prayer, nor reading
of the Scrip ture, nor preach ing on ei-
ther occasion; Pentecost Sunday, a
part of thecer emonial law of the Jews
kept for 1,500 years before; the
Sunday referred to in Acts 20:7,
where the breaking of bread alone is
referred to, but whichin Acts 2:46 is
designated a daily work; and fifthly,
collection Sunday (1 Corinthians
16:1-2) hasno vestigeof prayer, read-
ing of Scrip ture, ser mon, or any other
act of di vinewor ship connectedwith
it. Add tothese, nineref er encestothe
“Lord’'s day;” “the day of the Lord,”
“the day of Christ,” mentioned nine
times, each one of which refers, as |
have proved, to the day of judgment.
and you have every vestige of any
claim that might be made of a change
of day from Saturday during the pe-
riod of over 60 yearsfrom the dawn of
Christianity.

With this truthful andex haustive
ex posi tionbeforeus, basedinthe Sa
cred Writings, and against which |
defy successful contradiction, let us
apply our valuableinfor mation prac
ti cally totheexistingposi tionof Prot
estantism and its relative bearing on
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Judaism, be causethey both ac knowl-
edge the same teacher, the Bible.
Withthisdif fer ence, how ever, whilst
the Jew’ steacher, the Old Testament,
closeswiththeMessiah’ scoming, the
Bibli cal Christian hastheNew Testa
ment su per seded to the Old, whilst he
enjoys the teaching and practice of
the Sav iour to gether with those of the
apostles for over 60 years, and all
these in perfect confor mity with the
Old Testament. For whilst the Jew ish
people—patriarchs, law, and proph-
ets—have, after the example of God
Himself, kept “the Sabbath of the
Lord” for nearly 6,000 years. up to
yester day [Sat ur day].theNew Testa
ment, the supplemental teacher of
Protestantism, testi fiestothepositive
teachingsof theSaviour,“ Remember
the Sab bath day to keep it holy;” and
His life and those of the apostles, as
we learn from the Sacred Record,
werein per fect keeping with the prac-
tice of the Jewish people. Today,
however, so-caled followers of
Christ, (who was Him self to the hour
of His death an obedient follower of
thelaw of the Sab bath), indi rect con-
tradiction of the law and the Gospdl,
have for over three centuries raised
theflag of revolt against this* per pet-
ual covenant.” as God Himself is
pleased to call it. and for fully 10 gen-
erations not one representative of
Protestant Christianity, withafeigned
and hypocritical affection of respect
for his teacher, the Bible, has once
kept the day ordered to be kept over
160 times by the Old Testament and
over 60 times by the New.

A moretranspar entcontradiction,
involving millions of human beings,
does not exist in the earth today—a
teacher, as sumed to be of di vineor i-
gin by its disciples—utterly ignored,
andthevoiceof God Him self echoing
in every page, as they profess to be-
lieve, utterly disregarded by every
Protestant Christian on earth today,
for not one of them has once obeyed
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His command to keep His Sabbath.
Christ, as their teacher, informs them,
“If thou wilt enter into life, keep the
commandments,” and the chief and
most emphatic of these is, “ Remem
ber the Sab bath day.”

Viewing the situation from a
common-sense standpoint, it is al -
most incredible that men endowed
with average intelligence could con-
sent to occupy before the world, for
an hour, such aself-stultifying [ri dic-
ulous], self-contradictory position as
this. Professing to adore God, pro-
fessing to obey His commands, yet
they stand today before heaven and
earth, with His Written Word clasped
totheir breast, and which they pro fess
to obey, the most pronounced Sab-
bath-breakers on earth.

The Jew is rational; he obeys his
teacher, the Bible, pointing to the
command, “Keep holy the Sabbath;”
theCatholiciseverrational, heobeys
the teacher [the Church] appointed
him by Christ; but the Protestant
obeys neither God nor his teacher;
theBible. Thus| have in this sermon
shown his utter abandonment of his
professed teacher, the Bible, and his
public apostasy fromthe posi tivein
junctions of God, speaking to him
through it; but he had de scended to a
still lower depth of deg radation. Hav-
ing abandoned the teachings of his
Bi ble, and hav ing poured out thevi al's
of his apparently honest indignation
against the Catholic Church, all his
life he is found today, after having
consummated his apostasy from his
ownreli giousprinci plesandteacher,
knocking at the door of the Catholic
Church to notify herthat he is about
to bor row her day; thusthistrai tor to
his professed teacher and guide
throws open the doors of his meeting
house on each Sunday with a notice
overhead, “OPEN EVERY ROMAN
SABBATH.” “CLOSED EVERY
BIBLE SABBATH,” whilst the no-
tice on every synagogueon Sat ur day
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reads, “OPEN TO-DAY, THE
BIBLE SABBATH.”

Nor doeshisun scru puloustreach
ery to his Bi ble end here; but with in-
solent swagger [boasting] and cool
effrontery [boldness], like Cain, ad-
dressing his descendants on brotherly
love, with the broad brand of mur derer
on his brow; like Judasmoralizingon
deicide [the kill ing of agod]; like the
squatter who insolently intrudes him-
self andliketherob ber gloryinginhis
ill-gotten goods; in aword, like Satan
rebukingsin, heinveighs[vehemently
attacks], through his seven clerical
drummers, against barrooms, cigars,
tobacco, sodawater, bi cy cles, confec
tionery, parks, trol ley cars, Sunday pa
pers, report ers, ice-creamsaloons, etc.,
etc., whilst thereisnot alivingrepre
sentativeof thesedif ferentav ocations
[one’'s regular work] whose records
beforethebar of reason, reli gion, and
God are not comparatively immacu
latewhen contrasted with there cord of
these very people who stand before
God, reason, and religion as the most
inveter ate[ per sistent] Sab bath-break
erson earth.

Before closing this discourse, |
publiclyinvitethosesevenrev er ends,
and al their confederate Sab-
bath-breakers, to loose themselves
from the above imputation [attribut
ing of per sonal guilt].

But | predict with absolute cer-
tainty that the seven eloquent orators
of last Sunday will be mute and dumb
next and fu ture Sun days on this sub-
ject. 25

The au thor of the pre ced ing ar-
ticle be lievedthatthereisnobiblical
authority for keeping Sunday holy.
Yet he kept Sunday holy. How
could this be? By what au thor ity did
he choose to keep holy the first day
of the week? | be lieve the next ar t-
cle will sufficiently answer these
guestions.
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Catholic Admissions to their Attempt to Change the Sabbath

“We ob serve Sunday in stead of Sat ur day be cause the
Cath o lic Church in the Coun cil of Laodicea (364 AD) trans-
ferred the so lem nity from Sat ur day to Sunday.” (The Con-
verts Catechism, Pe ter Giermann, page 50. This cat e chism
re ceived the pope’s blessing on January 25, 1910)

“Ques.—Have you any other way of proving that the
[Catholic] Church has powertoin stitute fes tivals of pre cept
[to com mand holy days]?”

“Ans.—Had she not such power, she could not have
done that in which all modern religionists agree with her:
She could not have sub sti tuted the ob ser vance of Sunday
the first day of the week, for the ob ser vance of Sat ur day the
sev enth day, a change for which there is no Scrip tural au-
thority.” (Ste phen Keenan, ADoctrinal Catechism, page 176)

“Protestants... ac cept Sunday rather than Satur day as
the day for pub lic wor ship af ter the Cath o lic Church made
the change... But the Protestant mind does not seem to re-
alize that in ob serving Sunday, they are ac cepting the au-
thority of the spokesman for the church, the Pope.” Qur
Sunday Visitor, February 5, 1950)

“The Church changed the ob servance of the Sab bath to
Sunday by rightofthe divine, in fal li ble au thor ity givento her
by her founder, Je sus Christ. The Protestant claim ing the
Bi ble to be the only guide of faith, has no war rant for ob serw
ing Sunday.” (The Catholic Universe Bulletin, August 14,
1942, page 4)

“We hold upon this earth the place of God Almighty.”
(Pope Leo XIll,inanEncyclical Letter, dated June 20, 1894)

“The Pope is not only the representative of Jesus
Christ, but he is Je sus Christ Him self, hid den un der veil of
flesh.” (The Catholic National, July 1895)

“Like two sa cred rivers flow ing from par a dise, the Bible
and di vine Tra di tion con tain the Word of God, the pre cious
gems of revealed truth. Though these two divine streams
are in them selves on ac count of their di vine or i gin, of equal
sa cred ness, and are both full of re vealed truths, still, of the
two, Tra di tion [the say ings of popes and coun cils] is to us
more clear and safe.” (Di Bruno, CatholicBelief, page 33)

“SundayisaCatholicinstitution,andits claimsto ob ser-
vance can be de fended only on Cath olic prin ciples... From
be gin ning to end of Scrip ture there is not a sin gle pas sage
that war rants the trans fer of weekly pub lic wor ship from the
last day of the week to the first.” (The Catholic Press, Syd-
ney, Australia, Au gust, 1900)

“Itis well to re mind the Presbyterians, Bap tists, Meth od-
ists, and all other Chris tians, that the Bi ble does not sup port
them any where in their ob ser vance of Sunday. Sunday is
aninstitution ofthe Roman Cath olic Church, andthose who
observe the day observe a command mentofthe Catholic
Church.” (Priest Brady, in an ad dress at Eliz a beth, New Jer-
sey onMarch 17, 1903. Re ported in the Eliz a beth, New Jer-
sey News of March 18, 1903)

“Some non-Catholics object to Purgatory because
there is no specific mention of it in Scripture. There is no
spe cific men tion of the word Sunday in Scrip ture The Sab-
bath is mentioned, but Sabbath means Saturday. Yet the
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Christians of al most all de nom i na tions wor ship on Sunday
not on Sat ur day. The Jews ob serve Sat ur day. No where in
the Bi ble is it stated that wor ship should be changed from
Sat ur day to Sunday.” (Mar tin J. Scott, Things Catholicsare
Asked about, 1927, page 236)

“This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth,
and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from
me. But in vain they do wor ship me, teach ing for doc trines
the com mand ments of men.” (Mat thew 15:8, 9)

“The [Cath o lic] church took the pa gan philos o phy and
made it the buck ler of faith against the hea then. She took the
pagan Roman Pantheon, tem ple of allthe gods, and made it
sa cred to all the mar tyrs; so it stands to this day. She took
the pa gan Sunday and made it the Chris tian Sunday. She
took the pa gan Easter and made it the feast we cel e brate
during this season... The Sun was a fore most god with hea
then dom... The sun has wor ship ers at this hour in Per sian
and other lands... Hence the Church would seem to say,
‘Keep that old pa gan name [Sunday]. It shall re main con se-
crated, sanctified.” Andthusthe pagan Sunday, dedicated
to Balder, be came the Chris tian Sunday, sa cred to Je sus.”
(William L Gildea, “Paschale Gaudium,” in The Catholic
World, 58, March, 1894, page 809 [Ro man Cath o lic])

The introduction of false doctrines

Sunday is not the only alteration the papacy has at-
tempted to make to God’s law. The fol low ing is a list of doc-
trines that have been in tro duced by the pa pacy:

A.D. 300—Prayers for the dead, and the Sign of the
cross. 321—Sunday laws and enforced Sunday-keeping.
325&381—Thetrinitydoctrine. 375—Venerationofangels
and dead saints, and the use of Im ages. 394—Daily cel e-
bration of the heathen Mass. 400—Persecution of Bible
(Seventh-day) Sabbath-keepersbegins. 431—Exaltation of
Mary, as she is called “Mother of God.” 450—Death Sen-
tence for Sab bath-keepers. 500—Priests dress dif fer ently.
526—Extreme Unction. 593—Purgatory. 600—Latin lan-
guage alone in prayer and wor ship, and prayers di rected to
Mary, dead saints and an gels. 607—Ti tle of Pope or uni ver-
sal Bishop first used. 709—Kissing the pope’'s foot.
750—Civil power of the pope. 786—Worship of the cross,
im ages, relics, and bones. 850—Holy wa ter. 927—Col lege
of car di nals. 965—Bap tism of bells. 995—Can oniza tion of
dead saints. 998—Fasting on Fri days and Lent. 1079—Cel-
ibacy of the priests. 1090—The Rosary and mechanical
praying with beads. 1184—The Inquisition. 1190—Sale of
Indulgences. 1215—Auricular Confession ofsinstoapriest
in stead of to God. 1220—Ad o ra tion of the wa fer [the host].
1229—Bible officially forbidden to laymen (placed on the
“Index of Forbidden Books”). 1251—The Scapular.
1414—Cup for bid den to the peo ple. 1508—The Ave Maria
to be said with the beads. 1534—Jesuit order founded.
1545—Tradition (the sayings of Cath oliclead ers) offi cially
declared of equal authority with Scripture. 1546—Apoc ry-
phalbooks officiallyadded. 1854—Immaculate Conception
proclaimed. 1864—Papal “Syllabus of Errors” condemns
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free dom of re li gion, speech, con science, press, and sci en-
tificdiscoveries. 1870—Infalli bility of the pope. 1930—Pub-
licc and all non—Catholic schools condemned.
1950—Assumption(translationandascension)ofthe Virgin
Mary proclaimed. 1965—Mary is made the mother of the
church. 1998—Papal letter “Dies Domini” calling for laws
enforcing Sunday sacredness. Add to these many others:
monks, nuns, hermits, monasteries, convents, Lent, holy
week, Palm Sunday, Ash Wednes day, All Saints day and
Halloween, fish day, flagellation (beating oneself to in-
crease ho liness), in cense, holy oil, med als, charms, no ve-
nas, and on and on.

As you can see, the pa pacy has gone down hill. Why did
it take so long to come up with these false ideas (com mand-
mentsof men)? In 786 they be gan wor ship ingim ages, which
is strictly for bid den in the ten com mand ments. “Thou shalt
not make unto thee any graven image, or any like ness of
any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth be-
neath, or that is in the wa ter un der the earth: Thou shalt not
bow down thy self to them, nor serve them: for | the LORD thy
Godamajealous God, visitingthe iniquity of the fathers upon
the chil dren unto the third and fourth gen er ation ofthemthat
hate me; And shewing mercy unto thou sands of them that
love me, and keep my com mand ments.”(Ex o dus 20:4-6)

The Handbook for Today’s Catholic, along with many
Catechisms, lists the ten commandments leaving out the

second commandment, the one | just quoted, and splitting
the ninth into two to re tain the num ber ten. This is a bla tant
change of God’s commandments. Dan iel proph e sied con
cerning the papacy, “And he shall speak great words
against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the
most High, and think to change times and laws: and they
shall be given into his hand un til a time and times and the di-
vid ing of time [1260 years - the Dark Ages].” (Dan iel 7:25)

Jesus said, “Whosoever therefore shall break one of
these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he
shall be called the least in the king dom of heaven: but who-
soever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called
great in the king dom of heaven.” (Mat thew 5:19)

“Then Pe ter and the other apos tles an swered and said,
We ought to obey God rather than men.” (Acts 5:29) &5
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