
2 Peter 1:12

Dear Readers, May 1999

“Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord.” (2 Peter 1:2) Having a
proper knowledge of God and His dear Son is of vital importance for us. I pray that you will grow in this knowledge so that
grace and peace may be multiplied unto you. I pray that you will receive a blessing from our brief examination of prophecy.

Arizona Campmeeting - Final Notice: “The Church at Wilhoit” is having a campmeeting May 7-15 in Wilhoit, Arizona 
(about 1½ hours Northwest of Phoenix). Campmeetings are some of  the most enjoyable times of the year so we hope you will 
plan on being there. We are certain you will gain a rich blessing by attending with your family. The first meeting will be May
7th at 7 p.m. with the remaining meetings to begin at 10 a.m. on the 8th and to continue until Sabbath evening on the 15th of
May. Doug Goslin and Lynnford Beachy will be among the speakers at this campmeeting. Call (520) 442-9868 and ask for
Kim to receive detailed information. I’ll see you at campmeeting!

Prophecy (Part 1)
An Exposition of Daniel 2

by James White

We most sol emnly be lieve that God de signed that his
word should be un der stood; but not with out search ing the
Scrip tures, com par ing one por tion with an other, and ear nest 
prayer for that Spirit to guide into truth, which at first in -
spired holy men to write. In or der to come to the knowl edge
of the truth, we must pos sess a child-like, teach able spirit,
then pray much for di vine aid. The blessed Je sus said, “I
thank thee, O Fa ther, Lord of heaven and earth, be cause
thou hast hid these things from the wise and pru dent, and
hast re vealed them unto babes. Even so, Fa ther, for so it
seemed good in thy sight.” [Mat thew 11:25, 26]

We do not agree with some who say that the proph e cies
can not be un der stood. Rev e la tion is some thing made
known, and, of course, to be un der stood. A man may say in
truth that he does not un der stand the proph e cies; but to as -
sert that they can not be un der stood, is quite an other thing;
and he who says it, must be in fi del in his prin ci ples. Not that
he re jects the whole of rev e la tion; but he vir tu ally de nies

that a part of the Bi ble is a rev e la tion. Some men who de -
nounce in fi del ity with an un spar ing hand, tell us that we
can not un der stand the proph e cies. What is this but in fi del -
ity?

We should hum bly, and in faith, seek for the aid of the
Holy Spirit to give us un der stand ing, and in that light search
the Scrip tures to know what was the mind of the Spirit that
in spired them, and we shall not search in vain. We will now
ex am ine the sec ond chap ter of Dan iel, and for the sake of
brev ity be gin with verse 31.

Verses 31-36. “Thou O king, sawest, and be hold, a
great im age. This great im age, whose bright ness was ex cel -
lent, stood be fore thee, and the form thereof was ter ri ble.
This im age’s head was of fine gold, his breast and arms of
sil ver, his belly and his thighs of brass, his legs of iron, his
feet part of iron and part of clay. Thou sawest till that a
stone was cut out, with out hands, which smote the im age
upon his feet that were of iron, and clay, and brake them to
pieces: then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the sil ver, and
the gold, bro ken to pieces to gether, and be came like the
chaff of the sum mer thresh ing-floors, and the wind car ried
them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone
that smote the im age, be came a great moun tain, and filled
the whole earth. This is the dream; and we will tell the in ter -
pre ta tion thereof be fore the king.”



We wish here to in quire, Where did the stone strike the
im age? An swer, “upon his feet.” We shall have oc ca sion to
re fer to this fact again.

“Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of
heaven hath given thee a king dom, power, and strength, and 
glory. And where so ever the chil dren of men dwell, the
beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given
into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all.
Thou art this head of gold.”

“And af ter thee shall arise an other king dom in fe rior to
thee.”

“And an other third king dom of brass, which shall bear
rule over all the earth.”

“And the fourth king dom shall be strong as iron:” “And 
whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of pot ters’ clay,
and part of iron, the king dom shall be di -
vided.”

“And as the toes of the feet were part
of iron, and part of clay, so the king dom
shall be partly strong, and partly bro ken.
And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with
miry clay, they shall min gle them selves
with the seed of men; but they shall not
cleave one to an other, even as iron is not
mixed with clay. And in the days of these
kings shall the God of heaven set up a king -
dom, which shall never be de stroyed.”

Verses 37, 38. “Thou, O king, art a
king of kings: for the God of heaven hath
given thee a king dom, power, and strength, 
and glory. And where so ever the chil dren
of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the
fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine 
hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art [or,
thy king dom is] this head of gold.”

Bab y lon was the first king dom of uni ver sal em pire. It
was founded by Nim rod, the great grand son of Noah. See
Gen e sis 10:8-10. It lasted nearly sev en teen hun dred years,
though un der dif fer ent names; some times called Bab y lon,
some times As syria, and some times Chaldea. It ex tended
from Nim rod to Belshazzar, who was its last king.

Verse 39. [First part] “And af ter thee shall arise an -
other king dom, in fe rior to thee.”

What king dom suc ceeded Bab y lon? See Chap ter 5:28.
“Thy king dom [Bab y lon] is di vided, and given to the Medes
and Per sians.” Then the Medo-Persian king dom was the
sec ond uni ver sal king dom, and is rep re sented by the breast
and arms of sil ver.

Verse 39. [Last part.] “And an other third king dom of
brass shall arise, which shall bear rule over all the earth.”

What king dom was this? See Chap ter 8:5-7, 21. Here
we learn that Grecia con quered the Medo-Persian king dom
and be came a king dom of uni ver sal em pire. This took place

un der Al ex an der. Here, then, we have the third king dom,
which is rep re sented by the brass of the im age.

Verse 40. “And the fourth king dom shall be strong as
iron: for as much as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all
things; and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in
pieces and bruise.”

What king dom is this? It is gen er ally ad mit ted to be the
Ro man king dom. It is a uni ver sal king dom that is to break in 
pieces all that went be fore it. Rome alone an swers the de -
scrip tion. Rome was a uni ver sal em pire. See Luke 2:1.
“And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a de -
cree from Caesar Au gus tus, that all the world should be
taxed.” Who was Caesar Au gus tus? A Ro man Em peror.
Here, then, we have the fourth king dom, rep re sented by the
legs of iron.

Verse 41. [First part.] “And whereas
thou sawest the feet and toes, part of pot -
ters’ clay and part of iron, the king dom
shall be di vided.”

What king dom shall be di vided? An -
swer. The fourth king dom. The West ern
em pire of Rome, be tween the years A. D.
356 and 483, was di vided into ten di vi -
sions, or king doms. 1. The Huns, in Hun -
gary, A. D. 356. 2. The Ostrogoths, in
Mysia, 377. 3. The Visigoths, in Pannonia, 
378. 4. The Franks, in France, 407. 5. The
Van dals, in Af rica, 407. 6. The Sueves and
Alans, in Gascoigne and Spain, 407. 7. The 
Burgundians, in Bur gundy, 407. 8. The
Heruli and Rugii, in It aly, 476. 9. The Sax -
ons and An gles, in Brit ain, 476. 10. The
Lombards, in Ger many, 483. Thus the

king dom was di vided as des ig nated by the ten toes.
Verse 41. [Last part.] “But there shall be in it the

strength of iron, for as much as thou sawest the iron mixed
with the miry clay.”

The Ro man or iron power, through the in flu ence and
au thor ity of the Pa pacy, or Pa pal Rome, stretched it self
among the clay so as to be mixed with it, and thereby kept
up the strength of iron.

Verses 42, 43. “And as the toes of the feet were part of
iron and part of clay, so the king dom [Ro man king dom]
shall be partly strong and partly bro ken. And whereas thou
sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they [Roman ists] shall
min gle them selves [Rome Pa pal] with the seed of men; but
they shall not cleave one to an other, even as iron is not
mixed with clay.”

How ex actly has all this been ful filled? Romanism, or
the Ro man Church, while it has min gled with all na tions,
has not mixed with them, but has kept up its au thor ity over
its sub jects un der what ever gov ern ment they may have been 
lo cated; so that the au thor ity of Rome has been felt by all the 
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na tions where her sub jects have been “min gled with the
seed of men.” The fourth, or Ro man king dom is thus per pet -
u ated, though di vided.

Verse 44. “And in the days of these kings shall the God
of heaven set up a king dom which shall never be de stroyed:
and the king dom shall not be left to other peo ple, but it shall
break in pieces and con sume all these king doms, and it shall 
stand for ever.”

We shall do well to no tice with care (1) what kings, or
king doms are here re ferred to. Most cer tainly they are the
ten kings of the di vided fourth king dom; for they are the
sub ject of dis course. And (2) the king dom set up. It is the
fifth uni ver sal king dom, and is never to be de stroyed and
left to other peo ple. It is, there fore, the im mor tal king dom.
The sub jects will not pass from one set of rul ers to an other,
as has been the case with the four pre vi ous king doms.

In re gard to the fifth king dom, set up by the God of
heaven, there are at least two gen eral views.

One is, that it is the king dom of grace, which was to in -
crease till it filled the whole earth; “for” say they who hold
this view, “the stone was to roll and grow till it be came a
great moun tain, and filled the whole earth.” Un for tu nately
for this view, how ever, there is not a word of Bi ble tes ti -
mony to sus tain it.

The other is the Bi ble view as fol lows: “Thou sawest till 
that a stone was cut out with out hands, which smote the im -
age upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them
to pieces. Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the sil ver,
and the gold, bro ken to pieces to gether, and be came like the
chaff of the sum mer thresh ing-floors; and the wind car ried
them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone
that smote the im age be came a great moun tain, and filled
the whole earth.” Chap ter 2:34, 35. Mark well the events
here stated. The stone breaks the im age, and it be comes like
the chaff of the sum mer thresh ing-floors, and the wind car -
ries it away so that no place is found for it - all earthly king -
doms are bro ken and cease to ex ist - then the stone be comes
a great moun tain and fills the whole earth. This view of the
sub ject is in per fect har mony with the tes ti mony of the Old
and New Tes ta ments.

But we would in quire of those who teach that the king -
dom of grace was set up by our Lord Je sus Christ 2000 years 
since, Had God no “king dom of grace” be fore the first ad -
vent of Christ? If not, then Enoch, Noah, Lot, Abra ham,
Isaac, Ja cob, Mo ses and the Prophets have per ished with out
hope, for cer tainly no man can be saved with out grace.

But let us look at this sub ject a lit tle fur ther. Where did
the stone strike the im age when it smote it? Not on the head - 
Bab y lon; nor on the breast and arms - Me dia and Per sia; nor
on the belly and thighs - Grecia; nor yet on the legs - Rome
Pa gan, as it should have done, if the king dom was set up at
Christ’s first ad vent. Where, then, did the stone smite the
im age? An swer. “Upon his feet.” Now it could not smite

the feet be fore they ex isted; and they did not ex ist till
sev eral hun dred years af ter Christ’s cru ci fix ion, till the
fourth, or Ro man king dom was di vided; which we have
seen did not take place till be tween the years A. D. 356 and
483.

But that the king dom was not set up at cer tain pe ri ods
spo ken of in the New Tes ta ment, will ap pear from the ex -
am i na tion of a few pas sages. It was not set up when our
Lord taught his fol low ers to pray, “Thy king dom come.” it
must have been fu ture then. Again. The mother of
Zebedee’s chil dren un der stood it to be fu ture when she de -
sired our Lord to grant that her two sons might sit, “the one
on the right hand and the other on the left, in thy king dom.”
It was still fu ture when our Lord ate the last Pass over. See
Luke 22:18: “I say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of
the vine, un til the king dom of God shall come.” So, it had
not then come. Let us see if it had come when Christ hung
on the cross. See Luke 22:42. “Lord, re mem ber me when
thou comest into thy king dom.” Thus, to his death, it seems,
his king dom had not been set up.

But did he not set it up be fore his as cen sion to heaven?
See Acts 1:6. “Lord, wilt thou at this time re store again the
king dom to Is rael.” Not done yet. Now see 1 Co rin thi ans
15:50. “Now this I say, breth ren, that flesh and blood can -
not in herit the king dom of God.” This set tles the ques tion
that the king dom of God is not set up till the saints put on
im mor tal ity, or not till they en ter the im mor tal state, which
Paul tells us [verse 52] is “at the last trump,” and the Apos -
tle tells us [2 Tim o thy 4:1] that “the Lord Je sus Christ shall
judge the quick and the dead at his ap pear ing and king -
dom.” And again he tells us [Acts 14:22] that “we must
through much trib u la tion en ter into the king dom of God;”
and this ad dress was made to those who were al ready Chris -
tians, and shows that the king dom of God was still fu ture, in
the Apos tle’s es ti ma tion.

The king dom is a mat ter of prom ise. “Hear ken, my be -
loved breth ren, hath not God cho sen the poor of this world,
rich in faith, and heirs of the king dom which he hath prom -
ised to them that love him?” James 2:5. It is yet to come.
“Fear not lit tle flock, for it is your Fa ther’s good plea sure
to give you the king dom.”

But when will the king dom of God be set up? See Mat -
thew 25:31-34. “When the Son of man shall come in his
glory, and all the holy an gels with him, then shall he sit
upon the throne of his glory. Then shall the King say unto
them on his right hand, Come ye blessed of my Fa ther, in -
herit the king dom pre pared for you from the foun da tion of
the world.” Then, and not till then, will the king dom of God
be set up, “for flesh and blood can not in herit the king dom of 
God.”

Now co mes the in quiry, “Watch man, what of the
night?” In what pe riod of proph ecy are we now? Are we in
the king dom of Bab y lon, un der the “head of gold?” No.
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That has passed long ago. Are we in the Medo-Persian em -
pire? Long since that king dom was num bered with things
passed. Are we in Grecia? That, too, was num bered and fin -
ished more than two thou sand years since. Are we in Rome
in its un di vided state, or in the “legs of iron?” No. Long
since that em pire fell. Where are we, then? An swer. Down
among the feet and toes. How long since those di vi sions
came up, which con sti tute the feet and toes? Over fif teen
hun dred years. Al most four teen hun dred years we have
trav eled down in the di vided state of the Ro man em pire.
Where does the stone strike the im age? “Upon his feet.”
Where are we now? In the feet. What takes place when the
stone smites the im age? It is all bro ken to pieces, and be -
comes like the chaff of the sum mer thresh ing-floors, and the 
wind car ries it away that no place shall be found for it. Then

will the ev er last ing king dom of God be set up which shall
never be de stroyed.

(This ar ti cle was adapted from pages 3-18 of the book en -
ti tled The Four Uni ver sal Mon ar chies of the Proph ecy of Dan -
iel, and God’s Ev er last ing King dom, by James White,
published in Roch es ter, New York.)
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Encouraging Words from Jesus
 37 All that the Fa ther giv eth me shall come to me; 

and him that com eth to me I will in no wise cast out.
38 For I came down from heaven, not to do mine

own will, but the will of him that sent me.
39 And this is the Fa ther's will which hath sent

me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose
noth ing, but should raise it up again at the last day.

40 And this is the will of him that sent me, that ev -
ery one which seeth the Son, and be liev eth on him,
may have ev er last ing life: and I will raise him up at
the last day. …

44 No man can come to me, ex cept the Fa ther
which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up
at the last day.

45 It is writ ten in the proph ets, And they shall be
all taught of God. Ev ery man there fore that hath
heard, and hath learned of the Fa ther, com eth unto
me.

46 Not that any man hath seen the Fa ther, save he
which is of God, he hath seen the Fa ther.

47 Ver ily, ver ily, I say unto you, He that be liev eth 
on me hath ev er last ing life. (John 6:37-45)


