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Dear Readers,

February, 1999

“ Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and Christ Jesusour Lord.” (2 Timothy 1:2) | pray that in thisNew Y ear
you will dedicateyour lifeto the Lord morefully than you have ever donein the past, for thereis but a short time before our
Lord returns in the clouds of glory to take His people home. The Lord is eager for you to be ready for His return. Amos
warned uswhen hewrote, “ Prepareto meet thy God.” (Amos4:12) As| mentioned last month, in thisissuewewill briefly
examinethe Y 2K issue and how it may affect you. Wewill aso be continuing our look at the Truth about God. | pray that

you will receive a blessing.

by Lynnford Beachy

Jesus said, “ If ye love me, keep my commandments.
And | will pray the Father, and he shall give you another
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; Even the
Spirit of truth; whomthe world cannot receive, becauseit
seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for
he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.” (John
14:15-17) Jesus stated very plainly that He would send
another Comforter to comfort His people after His depar-
ture.

Let'sfirst takealook at adifferent verse that usesthe
word another. “ And the Spirit of the LORD will come upon
thee, and thou shalt prophesy with them, and shalt be
turned into another man.... And it was so, that when he
had turned his back to go from Samuel, God gave himan-
other heart: and all those signs came to pass that day.”
(1 Samuel 10:6, 9) Saul became another man, yet physi-
cally hewasthe same person. Hisexperience made him an-
other man.

Jesus did not finish the conversation with verse sev-
enteen. In the very next verse He clearly explains: “ | will
not leave you comfortless: | will come to you.” (John
14:18) Jesus said that He would come to His disciples as
“ another Comforter.” Thisis quite appropriate since the

Bible plainly tells us who the Comforter is. The Greek
word parakl etoV (parakletos), translated “Com-
forter,” isused five timesin the Bible. Four times the
word istranslated “ Comforter” and the other timeitis
translated “advocate.” Here the Bible clearly states
WHO the Comforter is: “ My little children, these things
write | unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we
have an advocate [ parakletos—Comforter] with the Fa-
ther, Jesus Christ the righteous.” (1 John 2:1) God has
plainly revealed that Jesus Christ is our Comforter.

Wait a minute, does not the Bible say that the Com-
forter is the Holy Spirit? (John 14:26) It most certainly
does. Who isthe Holy Spirit? Inspiration declares: “ Now
theLordisthat Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is liberty.” (2 Corinthians 3:17) The Lord is that
Spirit, yet who is the Lord? “ But to us there is but one
God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him;
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and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and
we by him.” (1 Corinthians 8:6) This could be expressed
in the form of a mathematical equation as:

Jesus Christ = the Lord
The Lord = that Spirit
Therefore: Jesus Christ = that Spirit

Ephesians 4:4 further states: “ Thereis one body, and
one Spirit.” Thereisonly one Spirit, and the Bibletellsus
that Spirit is our Lord Jesus Christ, or more specifically
the Spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ which He received
from HisFather. “ And because ye are sons, God hath sent
forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba,
Father.” (Galatians 4:6)

What exactly is a Spirit? According to the Strong’s
Concordance, along with many other Greek Dictionaries,
aspiritisa“mind.” When God sent forth the Spirit of His
Son into our hearts He was sending the mind, or thinking,
of His Son into our hearts. God asks usto “ Let thismind
be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians
2:5) Themind, or Spirit, that Christ had was the Spirit of
His Father. “ For he whom God hath sent speaketh the
words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure
unto him.” (John 3:34) Let us examine what the Bible
says about a spirit.

/2 %’W %@W O/ ”@%M@Z‘”

“ And immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit
that they so reasoned within themselves, he said unto
them, Why reason ye these thingsin your hearts?” (Mark
2:8) Jesus perceived [Greek: epignwskw - epiginosko
“to know, that isto understand”] in His Spirit. The Spirit
of Jesus is where He knew and understood things. The
Spirit of Jesusisthe mind of Jesus.

“And the Spirit [Hebrew: jWr - ruwach #7307 in
Strong’s Concordance] of the LORD fell upon me, and
said unto me, Soeak; Thus saith the LORD; Thus have ye
said, O house of Israel: for | know the things that come
into your mind [ruwach], every one of them.” (Ezekiel
11:5) In this verse ruwach was translated “ spirit” in one
place, and “mind” in another. Clearly you can see that the
spirit of anindividual isthe mind or thinking of that indi-
vidual. (See also Isaiah 40:13, Romans 11:34)

“ To whom hast thou uttered words? and whose spirit
camefromthee?” (Job 26:4) When we utter wordswe are
revealing whose spirit we have. We either have the spirit
of the world or the spirit of God, which is holy Spirit.
“ And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are
sealed unto the day of redemption.” (Ephesians 4:30)

Some people maintain that “ the holy Spirit” and “ the
Spirit of God” are two different things. As you can see
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from the preceding verse, thisis not the case. The Bible
speaks of * The holy Spirit of God.” God the Father hasa
Spirit. “ For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your
Father which speaketh in you.” (Matthew 10:20) Jesus
Christ has a Spirit. “ For | know that this shall turn to my
salvation through your prayer, and the supply of the
Spirit of Jesus Christ.” (Philippians 1:19) Does the holy
Spirit have a Spirit? Some say yes, while others say no.
What saith the Scriptures? “ The holy Spirit of God.”

(Ephesians 4:30) The Bible nowhere mentions*“the Spirit
of the holy Spirit.” Why isthat? Could it be that the holy
Spiritisthe Spirit of God the Father and Hisonly begotten
Son?

Asthe Scripturesplainly state, the Father hasa Spirit
and His Son has a Spirit, yet there is “ one Spirit.” Evi-
dently the Father and His Son share the same Spirit while
they are two separate individuals. This is true because
they think alike; they have a kindred spirit. The holy
Spirit does not have a Spirit. The holy Spirit is a Spirit.

Suppose | were to tell you that | would like you to
meet my mother, she is very pleasant to be around, she
has an excellent Spirit. If you would reply, “Well | know
your mother is pleasant to be around, but | have never met
her spirit,” it would be evident that you had no ideawhat a
spiritis. First Corinthians chapter two compares the spirit
of man with the Spirit of God, why would one suppose
that the Spirit of God was a separate being, whilethe spirit
of man isjust the thinking of a man.

The Father anointed His Son with His own Spirit.
Therefore, they havethe same Spirit. God said to His Son,
“Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity;
therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the
oil of gladnessabovethy fellows.” (Hebrews1:9) “ For he
whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God
giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him.” (John 3:34)
Asisplainly shown, the Father and the Son share a Spirit.
What type of Spirit do they share? Surely, it isa “holy”
Spirit. The Bible mentions several different types of
Spirit. We read about “ foul spirit,” “evil spirit,” “ un-
clean spirit,” “ dumb spirit,” * excellent spirit,” “ humble
spirit,” “wounded spirit,” “ broken spirit,” “ haughty
spirit,” “faithful spirit,” “good spirit” etc.. All these
spirits are distinguishable by the adjective that describes
them. We know that God the Father has a Spirit, and can
that Spirit be anything else or anything less than holy?
Theword“ holy” isan adjectivein every case, whether in
English or in Greek. The term “ holy Spirit” isnot aname,
but a description of the Spirit of God. We know that God
the Father has a proper name, which is“YHWH,” other-
wise known as“Y ahweh” or “ Jehovah,” and Hisonly be-
gotten Son has a proper name, which is “Yahshua,” or
“Jesus.” May | ask, what isthe name of the holy Spirit?
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Time and space forbid going into more detail, but the
real issueis“who isour Comforter?’ The Bible says our
Comforter is Jesus Christ, who isableto comfort usin al
our temptations because He was tempted just like us.
“For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, heis
able to succour [or help] them that are tempted.” (He-
brews 2:18) It is “ Christ in you, the hope of glory.”
(Colossians 1:27) “ Greater is he that is in you, than he
that isin theworld.” (1 John 4:4) Because Jesus has suf-
fered being tempted, and comes to us in a different way
than He ever did before, He can truly be called “ another
Comforter.” Jesussaid, “ | will not leave you comfortless,
I will cometo you.”

The holy Spirit wasto come and convict the world of
sin. “ And when he is come, he will reprove the world of
sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment.” (John 16:8)
Peter boldly proclaimed, “ Unto you first God, having
raised up his Son Jesus, sent himto bless you, in turning
away every one of you from hisiniquities.” (Acts3:26) It
isJesus, after His resurrection, who comesto usto turn us
from sin. Would you rather have a Comforter who knows
what you are going through because He has been there
Himself, or one who cannot empathize with you?

Some may immediately say, “Jesus called the Com-
forter ‘he,’ therefore he must be someoneelse.” It was not
uncommon in Christ's day to speak of yourself in the
third person. Y ou find this style of writing many timesin
the New Testament. “ Then answered Jesus and said unto
them, Verily, verily, | say unto you, The Son can do noth-
ing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what
things soever he doeth, these al so doeth the Son likewise.
For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things
that himself doeth: and he will shew him greater works
than these, that ye may marvel. For asthe Father raiseth
up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son
guickeneth whom hewill. For the Father judgeth no man,
but hath committed all judgment unto the Son.” (John
5:19-22) Jesus spoke of Himself in the third person.
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Fifteen out of the twenty-seven books of the New
Testament start out with a greeting similar to this one:
“ Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the Fa-
ther, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Fa-
ther, in truth and love.” (2 John 3) Out of al these
greetings, none of them mention a third being. Just two
are mentioned; the Father and His Son. Surely if there
were a third being who is to be equally worshiped and
adored, the writers of the New Testament would havein-

February 1999

cluded him in these greetings but alas, there is not oneto
be found.

John explainsto uswith whom we areto have fell ow-
ship. He says, “ That which we have seen and heard de-
clare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with
us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with
his Son JesusChrist.” (1 John 1:3) Surely if John wereac-
guainted with athird God, he would want us to have fel-
lowship with him as well, but there is no mention of
another being. John further states, * Whosoever
transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ,
hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he
hath both the Father and the Son.” (2 John 9) “ Both”
means two and only two. This agrees with Zechariah
when he wrote, “And speak unto him, saying, Thus
speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Behold the man
whose nameis The BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of
his place, and he shall build the temple of the LORD: Even
he shall build the temple of the LORD; and he shall bear
the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he
shall bea priest upon histhrone: and the counsel of peace
snall be between them both.” (Zechariah 6:12, 13)

Reasoning with the Jews, Jesus said, “ It is also writ-
teninyour law, that the testimony of two menistrue. | am
one that bear witness of myself, and the Father that sent
me beareth witness of me.” (John 8:17, 18) If an addi-
tional being could testify in His behalf, Jesus would not
have hesitated to mention him here.

Paul wrote to his beloved friend Timothy declaring,
“1 charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ,
and the elect angels.” (1 Timothy 5:21) Paul called the
heavenly agencies to witness this charge given to Timo-
thy. Noticewho Paul called aswitnessesfor him. God the
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ are naturally the first
onesto be mentioned but Paul did not stop here. He called
all the angels of God to be hiswitnesses also. Certainly if
Paul knew of athird being who is coequal with the Father
and His Son he would have mentioned him in this verse.
Y et there is no hint of another being, which is plain evi-
dence that Paul knew nothing about a third god.

I could go on with this as there is an abundance of
Scripturewhich plainly showsthat “ thereisone God, the
Father” and“ oneLord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 8:6)
and not a pantheon of gods in the Godhead.

The subject we are discussing is of vital importance.
Please take the time to examine this in detail. The only
way a judge can make ajust decision is by viewing and
weighing all the evidence. | strongly encourage you to ex-
amineall the evidence before making adecision. “ Hethat
answereth a matter before he heareth it, it is folly and
shameunto him.” (Proverbs 18:13) 25
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The Promised Comforter

The greatest joy in the Word of
God is experiencing the victorious
“Christ in you the hope of glory.”
Why? The answer is simple and for
each Christian it is their confidence.
“ Being confident of thisvery thing that
He which hath begun a good work in
you will performit until the day of Je-
sus Christ.” (Philippians 1:6) The ex-
perience of having the man, Christ
Jesus, in you in the fullest sense has
not always been possible on this earth.
There were 4,000 years when men and
women labored for the cause of the
man Christ Jesus but never were able
to enjoy the promise.

From Adam and Eve to Malachi
God' s people looked for the promise.
“ Women received their dead raised to
life again: and others were tortured,
not accepting deliverance; that they
might obtain a better resurrection:
And othershad trial of cruel mockings
and scourgings, yea, moreover of
bonds and imprisonment: They were
stoned, they were sawn asunder, were
tempted, were slain with the sword:
they wandered about in sheepskins
and goatskins, being destitute, af-
flicted, tormented; (Of whom the
world was not worthy:) they wandered
in deserts, and in mountains, and in
dens and caves of the earth.” (He-
brews 11:35-38)

They knew that God the Father
had prepared that promise for the fu-
ture but aways had hope that the
Christ would come in their time. The
Lord declared unto Isragl, “ Sacrifice
and offering thou didst not desire;
mine ears hast thou opened: burnt of-
fering and sin offering hast thou not
required. Then said I, Lo, | come: in
the volume of the book it is written of
me, | delight to do thy will, O my God:
yea, thy law is within my heart.”
(Psalm 40:6-8) These men and women
could understand the deeper signifi-
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cance of the words of the Psalmist.
This offering had been prepared in the
eternal purposes to do the very work
which God would do for fallen man.
Yet they themselves did not receive
the promise during their lifetimes.

“ And these all, having obtained a
good report through faith, received
not the promise, God having provided
some better thing for us, that they with-
out us should not be made perfect.”
(Hebrews 11:39, 40) What was it that
the disciples received that was better
than what the prophets received? It
was the Spirit of the victorious man,
Christ Jesus, living in them.

We May Receive
the Promise

“And because ye are sons, God
hath sent forth the Spirit of hisSoninto
your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.
Wherefore [or, thisis how] thou art no
more a servant, but a son; and if a son,
then an heir of God through Christ.”
(Galatians 4:6-7) By receiving the
life-giving current of the man, Christ
Jesus, we can experience what it
means to be sons and daughters of
God.

“And we declare unto you glad
tidings, how that the promise which
was made unto the fathers, God hath
fulfilled the same unto us their chil-
dren, in that he hath raised up Jesus
again; asit is also written in the sec-
ond psalm, Thou art my Son, this day
have | begottenthee.” (Acts13:32, 33)
After raising Jesus from the dead the
long-awaited promise would be ful-
filled. Now the Onewho overcamesin
in our fallen human nature would live
in us. “Unto you first God, having
raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to
blessyou, inturning away every one of
you from his iniquities.” (Acts 3:26)
Inspiration declaresthat it is Jesuswho
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is turning you away from your iniqui-
ties! That's what a comforter does.

Our human nature craves, even re-
quires, a person who has experienced
the same hardships to help us with our
problems. It might be sickness, dis-
couragement, or theloss of aloved one
but whatever the problem is, the great-
est comfort is found in someone who
has experienced the same trialswe are
going through.

“This Jesus hath God raised up,
whereof we all are witnesses. There-
fore being by the right hand of God ex-
alted, and having received of the
Father the promise of the Holy Ghost,
he hath shed forth this, which ye now
see and hear.” (Acts 2:32, 33) Often |
havewondered why the holy Spirit has
more emphasis in the New Testament
thaninthe Old? Theanswer isfoundin
the Word of God.

John 7:37-39 says: “In the last
day, that great day of the feast, Jesus
stood and cried, saying, If any man
thirst, let himcomeunto me, and drink.
He that believeth on me, as the scrip-
ture hath said, out of his belly shall
flow rivers of living water. (But this
spake he of the Spirit, which they that
believe on him should receive: for the
Holy Ghost was not yet given; because
that Jesus was not yet glorified.)”

The holy Spirit that now comes
from God the Father is the promised
Comforter. The greater emphasis of
the holy Spirit in the New Testament
comes through the victorious man,
Christ Jesus! He would now be ableto
shed the Father’s Spirit in yet a more
precious way than ever before: “ God
having provided some better thing for
us.”

Another Comjorter

Jesus “ being assembled together
with them, commanded them that they
should not depart from Jerusalem, but
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wait for the promise of the Father,
which, saith he, ye have heard of me.”
(Acts 1:4) Jesus had told them earlier
of the promised Comforter and exactly
who it would be. He said, “ If ye love
me, keep my commandments. And |
will pray the Father, and he shall give
you another Comforter, that he may
abidewith you forever. Even the Spirit
of truth; whom the world cannot re-
ceive, because it seeth him not, neither
knoweth him: but ye know him; for he
dwelleth with you, and shall bein you.
I will not leave you comfortless: | will
cometoyou.” (John 14:15-18)

The word “another” should be
considered here but not as another in-
dividua other than Jesus Christ. Mi-
cah 5:2 teaches usthat Christ wasborn
twice, but in two separate forms. The
first was the form of God; the second
form was as aman. “ But thou, Bethle-
hem Ephratah, though thou be little
among the thousands of Judah, yet out
of thee shall he come forth unto me
that is to be ruler in Israel; whose
goings forth have been from of old,
from everlasting [the days of eter-
nity].” (Micah 5:2 margin)

We can see clearly that Christ did
not comeintheform Hehad in heaven.
Hecamein another form, theform of a
man, yet Hewas still the same person.

The Father had sent Michael to
His people as their mediator to com-
fort them for four thousand years. The
comforting promise of placing enmity
between mankind and Satan would
only befulfilled through His death and
resurrection. Christ wasacloud by day
and a pillar of fire by night. He stood
with Joshua and Daniel and with the
Psalmist as he wrote, “ thy rod and thy
staff they comfort me.” (Psalm 23:4)

Now the Father was preparing to
give us another Comforter. The Com-
forter Hewould send was one with an-
other experience—the same person,
but after experiencing humanity He
would be able to further enter into our
experiences and help humanity in a
manner not before available. “ For in
that he himself hath suffered being

February 1999

tempted, he is able to succour [help]
them that are tempted.” (Hebrews
2:18)

The Comforter whom we have is
Jesus, who will * abide with you for
ever.” Jesusisthe Spirit of truth, for it
is He who is “ the way, the truth, and
the life” (John 14:6) The world will
not receive Him because it cannot see
Him nor does it know Him. Now here
is the promise spoken in no uncertain
termsto Hisdisciples: “ ...but ye know
him; for he dwelleth with you, and
shall be in you. | will not leave you
comfortless: | will cometoyou.” (John
14:17, 18)

Jesus makes it abundantly clear to
the believer that he or she may restin
the fact that our Comforter is one who
has experienced humanity and was
victorious in the fallen nature. In John
14:20 Hesaysit will beHeand HisFa-
therinus. Inverse 21, He saysthat He
will manifest Himself to us.

When one of His disciples ques-
tioned how this could be, Jesus pa-
tiently answered, “ If aman love me, he
will keep my words: and my Father
will love him, and we will come unto
him, and make our abode with him.”
(John 14:23) This was being fulfilled
when the Father gave of His Spirit
through His Son at Pentecost.

The Bible proves over and over
again that Christ is our Comforter, the
one Who could betempted in al points
such as we are. We are aso reminded
that Christ is* that Spirit” that brings
unity to the Church. Paul states, * Now
the Lord is that Spirit: and where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.”
(2 Corinthians 3:17)

A Teacher
of Righteousness

The Old Testament prophet Joel
spoke of the future outpouring of the
holy Spirit: “ Be glad then, ye children
of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your
God: for he hath given you the former
rain [ateacher of righteousness| mod-
erately, [according to righteousness]
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and he will cause to come down for
you the rain, the former rain, and the
latter rain in the first month.” (Joel
2:23 margin)

At the time of the former and the
latter rain the Father will send “a
teacher of righteous according to
righteousness.”

Christ has been sent to us as our
teacher, “ But be not ye called Rabbi:
for one is your Master [Greek:
kathegetes—teacher], even Christ;
and all ye are brethren.... Neither be
ye called masters[ kathegetes]: for one
is your Master [kathegetes], even
Christ.” (Matthew 23:8-10) Jesus tells
usthat Heis our one teacher.

When we know Christ is our
teacher John 14:26 becomes easy to
understand: “But the Conmforter,
whichisthe Holy Ghost, whomthe Fa-
ther will send in my name, he shall
teach you all things, and bring all
things to your remembrance, whatso-
ever | have said unto you.” (John
14:26)

There are many in the religious
world who have a teacher other than
Jesus as their Comforter. They have a
concept of ateacher that has not come
in the name of Jesus. This teacher was
not born of awoman therefore he does
not know, nor could he know, of the
saving grace of Jesus. Our Saviour
said, “ ...1 go away and come again to
you.”

Beloved, there is only One who
has died the death and has been raised
from that death to turn us away from
our iniquities. Hisnameis Jesus.

“ But when the Comforter is come,
whom| will send unto you fromthe Fa-
ther, even the Spirit of truth, which
proceedeth from the Father, he shall
testify of me.” (John 15:26) Compare
thisverseto Acts 2:33. “ Therefore be-
ing by the right hand of God exalted,
and having received of the Father the
promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath
shed forth this, which ye now see and
hear.” Inthisverse Christ rightly takes
the credit for shedding or sending the
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holy Spirit which originally proceeds
from God the Father.

It was no coincidence that before
the Comforter could return to the
earth, Jesus had to return to the Father.
“Nevertheless | tell you the truth; “ It
isexpedient for you that | go away: for
if I go not away, the Comforter will not
come unto you; but if | depart, | will
send him unto you.” (John 16:17) “ Ye
have heard how | said unto you, | go
away, and come again unto you. If ye
loved me, ye would rejoice, because |
said, | go unto the Father: for my Fa-
ther is greater than 1.” (John 14:28)
John wrote of Christ stating, * (But this
spake he of the Spirit, which they that
believe on him should receive: for the
Holy Ghost was not yet given; because
that Jesus was not yet glorified.)”
(John 7:39)

Jesus spoke of the holy Spirit in
this way: “ And when he is come, he
will reprove the world of sin, and of
righteousness, and of judgment: Of
sin, because they believe not on me;
Of righteousness, because | go to my
Father, and ye see me no more; Of
judgment, because the prince of this
world is judged. | have yet many
things to say unto you, but ye cannot
bear themnow.” (John 16:10-12) The
guestion would be, when will He re-
prove the world of sin, of righteous-
ness, of judgment, and say the things
that the disciplescould not bear at that
time?

After His death Jesus said, “All
power [Greek: exousia - authority] is
given unto mein heaven andin earth.”
(Matthew 28:18) Who reproves the
sinner? It is Jesus: “ If | had not come
and spoken unto them, they had not
had sin: but now they have no cloke for
their sin.” (John 15:22) “Unto you
first God, having raised up his Son Je-
sus, sent him to bless you, in turning
away every one of you fromhisiniqui-
ties” (Acts 3:26) Also read John
3:18-21.

“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of
truth, is come, he will guide you into
all truth: for he shall not speak of him-
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salf; but whatsoever he shall hear, that
shall he speak: and he will shew you
things to come.” (John 16:13)

Much talk has been given to the
ideathat the holy Spiritisathird being
of a Trinity and that He is so humble
He wouldn’'t even speak of himself.

Our Savior said that He didn't
speak of Himself and yet He said, “ |
am the bread,” “1 am the light,” etc.
He could say things concerning Who
He was because the Father told Him
what to speak: “ For | have not spoken
of myself; but the Father which sent
me, he gave me a commandment, what
| should say, and what | should speak.
And | know that his commandment is
life everlasting: whatsoever | speak
therefore, even asthe Father said unto
me, so | speak.” (John 12:49, 50)

The Spirit of truth hastheidentical
character of the Son of God for itisthe
inner man of Jesus. When Hecomesas
the Comforter He will not speak of
Himsdlf.

The Parakletos

Oneimportant and insightful point
that should be mentioned is that the
Greek word for “ Comforter” in John
chapters 14-16 is parakletos. Thisword
isused fivetimesintheBible. Thefirst
four times it was trandated “ Com-
forter.” (John 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7)

In 1 John 2:1, parakletos was
trandated into the English word * ad-
vocate.” “My little children, these
thingswrite | unto you, that ye sin not.
And if any man sin, we have an advo-
cate [parakletos - comforter] with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”
(1 John 2:1) The writer of the Gospel
of John was the same writer of the
epistle of 1 John. He uses the same
word to express two similar thoughts.
The concept of “ advocate” asgivenin
1 John and the concept of the * Com-
forter” asrecorded in John are there-
fore synonymous. The Bible teaches
plainly that the Son of God is our
parakletos, or Comforter.
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First Corinthians 1:30 says, “ But
of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of
Godismadeunto uswisdom, and righ-
teousness, and sanctification, and re-
demption.” It was Christ who
discussed the creation of man together
with the Father. It was Christ who
formed us with His hands. It was
Christ who placed enmity between the
church and the spirit of Satan. He
spoke with Abraham, Noah, and Mo-
ses; led the Children of Israel through
the Red Sea, the Jordan, and the cap-
tivity of Babylon. It was Jesus who
was born of awoman, grew in wisdom
and stature, and in favor with God and
man. Christ led the disciples for three
and ahalf years. Then Hetold His dis-
ciples that though He lived with them
He would go away so He could livein
them.

In closing, the Bible teaches us
that there is afallen angel who wants
to hide our Comforter, Jesus Christ,
from our view. Hewantsto receive the
worship due to God and His Son. Isa-
iah describes the desires of Satan:
“How art thou fallen from heaven, O
Lucifer, son of the morning! how art
thou cut down to the ground, which
didst weaken the nations! For thou
hast said in thine heart, | will ascend
into heaven, | will exalt my throne
above the stars of God: | will sit also
upon the mount of the congregation, in
the sides of the north: | will ascend
above the heights of the clouds; 1 will
be like the most High.” (lsaiah
14:12-14)

Satan desires that the whole world
should worship him instead of Christ.
Beloved, fal se concepts of God such as
the doctrine of the Trinity will prevent
you from understanding the beautiful
truth that the Son of the living God is
your Comforter. In fact, these false
views pave the way for the acceptance
of the spirit of Satan in place of the
Spirit of the Lord. Beloved, | pray that
the Lord Jesus will bless you and that
you may receive Him as your Com-
forter. 25
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The Year 2000
Y2K And You

By Allen Stump

We are now less than twelve months away from the
year 2000 A.D. Contrary to popular belief, the year 2000
is not the start of the next millennium. The next millen-
niumwill begin January 1, 2001. However, the date Janu-
ary 1, 2000 is considered an important date and many are
expecting something climactic to happen then even if
they do not know what it is.

Many religious|eadersand organizationsarelooking
for the world’ s conversion and a millennium of peace to
begin. The Pope and severa evangelical Protestants are
working towards a unified position and witness to pres-
ent to the world. Anyone who is out of step will not be
considered Christian because they are not willing to see
the prayer of Christ as recorded in John 17 answered.

The most common thought among the people of the
world regarding the year 2000 is what is known as the
“Y2K” problem. Only those in a time warp have not
heard about it. Y2K stands for the “year 2000.” It in-
volves the possible shutdown of computers that were
programmed with only atwo-digit year dating systemin-
stead of afour digit year dating system.

The troubles that could be associated with the Y 2K
problem have been discussed quite a bit for the last few
years. Since almost everything is computer driven and
controlled today, if the computers come to a standstill,
society will also. As someone said, “1t would be like go-
ing back to the horse and buggy days without the horse
and buggy!”

While banking and communications were the early
targets of concern, the biggest fear today centers around
the electric power plants. If they shut down everything
el se shuts down including computer-controlled systems
that are Y 2K compliant.

Computer “experts’ seem divided on how many and
what types of systems will be ready by the end of the
year, but all seem to expect some problems. A few be-
lieve that the main “bugs’ will be worked out by then;
some believe that total chaos will occur at the stroke of
midnight! How should we approach the problem?

If | wereto tell you that there would be no problems
with Y 2K and you made no preparations and then chaos
occurred, | would be, to adegree, responsiblefor your sit-
uation. | could take the view that total shutdown will oc-
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cur. If the system fails then, | would look like a prophet.
If total shutdown did not occur | could say that GodinHis
mercy gave us more time and at least you were not hurt
by being ready. The truth is that while | have my ideas
about Y 2K, | do not claim to be an authority or have the
answers.

Some have said that there are too many of the “Big
Boys’” who wish for normal life to prosper and continue
when the year 2000 comes to let things crash. Perhaps
this is so. | do know that the technical answers to the
problem exist. Implementation may not be as easy. One
of the first places the Y 2K bug showed up was in using
credit cardsthat had expiration datesin theyear 2000. In-
terestingly it did not take the banks very long to clear up
this problem. Money still talks! Although at last report
few if any banksweretotally Y 2K compliant, they claim
they areworking onit and plan to beready by year’ send.

| have believed for yearsthat it isimportant to get out
of the cities and move into the country to live. If we do
not get out of the cities now we may not be able to later.
Many who live in metropolitan areas and rely on public
transportation could not leavein the event of apower out-
age. Some have automobiles but you cannot drive your
car without gasoline. Gasoline cannot be pumped and
sold without electricity.

If the power plants shut down, then
everything else shuts down.

For those in the country there would be three main
necessities: water, food, and shelter. The biggest concern
would be fresh water. Those who depend on city water
supplies or for electricity to pump water from wells will
be without water if the electric power fails. Springs or
wells that could be hand drawn can supply water. Food
would be the next biggest concern. Personally, | plan on
the biggest garden | have ever planted this year. Food
should be canned or dried but not put up in freezers for
obvious reasons. Another necessity is dry shelter and,
where climate necessitates, warmth is important.
Wood-burning stoves may work well to produce heat for
some, but remember, chain saws use gasoline. Getting
the wood in early and having severa tanks of fuel on
hand would be important. Other heat sources could be
cod or liquid propane as well as solar heat and power.

Thereisacertain amount of preparation that needsto
be made even if the Y2K bug is fixed. As we noted ear-
lier, it isimperative that we get out of the cities. Accord-
ing to prophecy there is coming atime of trouble in this
world, both physically and spiritually, such as has never
yet been seen. Some have suggested that the powers that
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bewill useY 2K to start anational emergency and declare
marshal law starting the final movements of earth’s his-
tory. With the current track record of President Clinton
combined with his upcoming Senate trial and the prob-
lemswith Irag, thisis not a“far fetched idea.”

One thing we can know for sure, if it istime for his-
tory to close, nothing will stop its onward march. The
signs tell us that we are near the coming of Jesus in the
clouds of heaven. If the year 2000 isnot theend it is cer-
tainly the beginning of the end. The question that should
haunt us is: “Are we making the preparation necessary
for the end times?’ Proverbs 22:3 says, “ A prudent man
foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: but the simple pass
on, and are punished.”

While there are physical preparations that all Chris-
tians should be making for either Y 2K or thetime of trou-
ble, the most important preparation is the spiritua life.
While we have awork to do (physically and most impor-
tantly spiritually) in getting ready for the times ahead,
thereisaworld to warn of coming destruction! The Lord
is not pleased with a self-centered program of
self-preservation. | pray that we would not become so en-
grossed with the coming problemsthat wefail to givethe

message God has commissioned usto give. | believe that
if we are about our Father’ s business He will see that our
preparations, which are necessary, will be completed.

Whatever is ahead let us above all be faithful. “ And
the Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise steward,
whom his lord shall make ruler over his household, to
givethemtheir portion of meat in due season? Blessed is
that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so
doing.” (Luke12:42, 43) 25

(Allen Stump is the editor of a monthly newsletter
published by Smyrna Gospel Ministries entitled Old
Paths. He is an associate worker here and a good friend
of mine. Y ou can contact him by sending correspondence
to Present Truth, or by e-mail at allen@smyrna.org.)
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