
2 Peter 1:12

Dear Readers, February, 1999

“Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.” (2 Timothy 1:2) I pray that in this New Year
you will dedicate your life to the Lord more fully than you have ever done in the past, for there is but a short time before our
Lord returns in the clouds of glory to take His people home. The Lord is eager for you to be ready for His return. Amos
warned us when he wrote, “Prepare to meet thy God.” (Amos 4:12) As I mentioned last month, in this issue we will briefly
examine the Y2K issue and how it may affect you. We will also be continuing our look at the Truth about God. I pray that
you will receive a blessing.

by Lynnford Beachy

Je sus said, “If ye love me, keep my com mand ments.
And I will pray the Fa ther, and he shall give you an other
Com forter, that he may abide with you for ever; Even the
Spirit of truth; whom the world can not re ceive, be cause it
seeth him not, nei ther knoweth him: but ye know him; for
he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.” (John
14:15-17) Je sus stated very plainly that He would send
an other Com forter to com fort His peo ple af ter His de par -
ture.

Let’s first take a look at a dif fer ent verse that uses the
word an other. “And the Spirit of the LORD will come upon 
thee, and thou shalt proph esy with them, and shalt be
turned into an other man.… And it was so, that when he
had turned his back to go from Sam uel, God gave him an -
other heart: and all those signs came to pass that day.”
(1 Sam uel 10:6, 9) Saul be came an other man, yet phys i -
cally he was the same per son. His ex pe ri ence made him an -
other man.

Je sus did not fin ish the con ver sa tion with verse sev -
en teen. In the very next verse He clearly ex plains: “I will
not leave you com fort less: I will come to you.” (John
14:18) Je sus said that He would come to His dis ci ples as
“an other Com forter.” This is quite ap pro pri ate since the

Bi ble plainly tells us who the Com forter is. The Greek
word παρακλετος (parakletos), trans lated “Com -
forter,” is used five times in the Bi ble. Four times the
word is trans lated “Com forter” and the other time it is
trans lated “ad vo cate.” Here the Bi ble clearly states
WHO the Com forter is: “My lit tle chil dren, these things
write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we
have an ad vo cate [parakletos—Com forter] with the Fa -
ther, Je sus Christ the righ teous.” (1 John 2:1) God has
plainly re vealed that Je sus Christ is our Com forter.

Wait a min ute, does not the Bi ble say that the Com -
forter is the Holy Spirit? (John 14:26) It most cer tainly
does. Who is the Holy Spirit? In spi ra tion de clares: “Now
the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is lib erty.” (2 Co rin thi ans 3:17) The Lord is that
Spirit, yet who is the Lord? “But to us there is but one
God, the Fa ther, of whom are all things, and we in him;
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and one Lord Je sus Christ, by whom are all things, and
we by him.” (1 Co rin thi ans 8:6) This could be ex pressed
in the form of a math e mat i cal equa tion as:

Je sus Christ = the Lord
The Lord = that Spirit

There fore: Je sus Christ = that Spirit

Ephe sians 4:4 fur ther states: “There is one body, and
one Spirit.” There is only one Spirit, and the Bi ble tells us
that Spirit is our Lord Je sus Christ, or more spe cif i cally
the Spirit of our Lord Je sus Christ which He re ceived
from His Fa ther. “And be cause ye are sons, God hath sent 
forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, cry ing, Abba,
Fa ther.” (Galatians 4:6)

What ex actly is a Spirit? Ac cord ing to the Strong’s
Con cor dance, along with many other Greek Dic tio naries,
a spirit is a “mind.” When God sent forth the Spirit of His
Son into our hearts He was send ing the mind, or think ing,
of His Son into our hearts. God asks us to “Let this mind
be in you, which was also in Christ Je sus.” (Philippians
2:5) The mind, or Spirit, that Christ had was the Spirit of
His Fa ther. “For he whom God hath sent speaketh the
words of God: for God giv eth not the Spirit by mea sure
unto him.” (John 3:34) Let us ex am ine what the Bi ble
says about a spirit.

“And im me di ately when Je sus per ceived in his spirit
that they so rea soned within them selves, he said unto
them, Why rea son ye these things in your hearts?” (Mark
2:8) Je sus per ceived [Greek: επιγινωσκω - epiginosko
“to know, that is to un der stand”] in His Spirit. The Spirit
of Je sus is where He knew and un der stood things. The
Spirit of Je sus is the mind of Je sus.

“And the Spirit [He brew: jŴr - ruwach #7307 in
Strong’s Con cor dance] of the LORD fell upon me, and
said unto me, Speak; Thus saith the LORD; Thus have ye
said, O house of Is rael: for I know the things that come
into your mind [ruwach], ev ery one of them.” (Ezekiel
11:5) In this verse ruwach was trans lated “spirit” in one
place, and “mind” in an other. Clearly you can see that the
spirit of an in di vid ual is the mind or think ing of that in di -
vid ual. (See also Isa iah 40:13, Romans 11:34)

“To whom hast thou ut tered words? and whose spirit
came from thee?” (Job 26:4) When we ut ter words we are 
re veal ing whose spirit we have. We ei ther have the spirit
of the world or the spirit of God, which is holy Spirit.
“And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are
sealed unto the day of re demp tion.” (Ephe sians 4:30)

Some peo ple main tain that “the holy Spirit” and “the
Spirit of God” are two dif fer ent things. As you can see

from the pre ced ing verse, this is not the case. The Bi ble
speaks of “The holy Spirit of God.” God the Fa ther has a
Spirit. “For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your
Fa ther which speaketh in you.” (Mat thew 10:20) Je sus
Christ has a Spirit. “For I know that this shall turn to my
sal va tion through your prayer, and the sup ply of the
Spirit of Je sus Christ.” (Philippians 1:19) Does the holy
Spirit have a Spirit? Some say yes, while oth ers say no.
What saith the Scrip tures? “The holy Spirit of God.”
(Ephe sians 4:30) The Bi ble no where men tions “the Spirit
of the holy Spirit.” Why is that? Could it be that the holy
Spirit is the Spirit of God the Fa ther and His only be got ten 
Son?

 As the Scrip tures plainly state, the Fa ther has a Spirit
and His Son has a Spirit, yet there is “one Spirit.” Ev i -
dently the Fa ther and His Son share the same Spirit while
they are two sep a rate in di vid u als. This is true be cause
they think alike; they have a kin dred spirit. The holy
Spirit does not have a Spirit. The holy Spirit is a Spirit.

Sup pose I were to tell you that I would like you to
meet my mother, she is very pleas ant to be around, she
has an ex cel lent Spirit. If you would re ply, “Well I know
your mother is pleas ant to be around, but I have never met
her spirit,” it would be ev i dent that you had no idea what a 
spirit is. First Corinthians chap ter two com pares the spirit
of man with the Spirit of God, why would one sup pose
that the Spirit of God was a sep a rate be ing, while the spirit 
of man is just the think ing of a man.

The Fa ther anointed His Son with His own Spirit.
There fore, they have the same Spirit. God said to His Son, 
“Thou hast loved righ teous ness, and hated in iq uity;
there fore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the
oil of glad ness above thy fel lows.” (He brews 1:9) “For he 
whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God
giv eth not the Spirit by mea sure unto him.” (John 3:34)
As is plainly shown, the Fa ther and the Son share a Spirit.
What type of Spirit do they share? Surely, it is a “holy”
Spirit. The Bi ble men tions sev eral dif fer ent types of
Spirit. We read about “foul spirit,” “evil spirit,” “un -
clean spirit,” “dumb spirit,” “ex cel lent spirit,” “hum ble
spirit,” “wounded spirit,” “bro ken spirit,” “haughty
spirit,” “faith ful spirit,” “good spirit” etc.. All these
spir its are dis tin guish able by the ad jec tive that de scribes
them. We know that God the Fa ther has a Spirit, and can
that Spirit be any thing else or any thing less than holy?
The word “holy” is an ad jec tive in ev ery case, whether in
Eng lish or in Greek. The term “holy Spirit” is not a name,
but a de scrip tion of the Spirit of God. We know that God
the Fa ther has a proper name, which is “YHWH,” oth er -
wise known as “Yahweh” or “Je ho vah,” and His only be -
got ten Son has a proper name, which is “Yahshua,” or
“Je sus.” May I ask, what is the name of the holy Spirit?
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Time and space for bid go ing into more de tail, but the
real is sue is “who is our Com forter?” The Bi ble says our
Com forter is Je sus Christ, who is able to com fort us in all
our temp ta tions be cause He was tempted just like us.
“For in that he him self hath suf fered be ing tempted, he is
able to suc cour [or help] them that are tempted.” (He -
brews 2:18) It is “Christ in you, the hope of glory.”
(Colossians 1:27) “Greater is he that is in you, than he
that is in the world.” (1 John 4:4) Be cause Je sus has suf -
fered be ing tempted, and co mes to us in a dif fer ent way
than He ever did be fore, He can truly be called “an other
Com forter.” Je sus said, “I will not leave you com fort less,
I will come to you.”

The holy Spirit was to come and con vict the world of
sin. “And when he is come, he will re prove the world of
sin, and of righ teous ness, and of judg ment.” (John 16:8)
Pe ter boldly pro claimed, “Unto you first God, hav ing
raised up his Son Je sus, sent him to bless you, in turn ing
away ev ery one of you from his in iq ui ties.” (Acts 3:26) It
is Je sus, af ter His res ur rec tion, who co mes to us to turn us
from sin. Would you rather have a Com forter who knows
what you are go ing through be cause He has been there
Him self, or one who can not em pa thize with you?

Some may im me di ately say, “Je sus called the Com -
forter ‘he,’ there fore he must be some one else.” It was not 
un com mon in Christ’s day to speak of your self in the
third per son. You find this style of writ ing many times in
the New Tes ta ment. “Then an swered Je sus and said unto
them, Ver ily, ver ily, I say unto you, The Son can do noth -
ing of him self, but what he seeth the Fa ther do: for what
things so ever he doeth, these also doeth the Son like wise.
For the Fa ther loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things
that him self doeth: and he will shew him greater works
than these, that ye may mar vel. For as the Fa ther raiseth
up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son
quickeneth whom he will. For the Fa ther judgeth no man,
but hath com mit ted all judg ment unto the Son.” (John
5:19-22) Je sus spoke of Him self in the third per son.

Fif teen out of the twenty-seven books of the New
Tes ta ment start out with a greet ing sim i lar to this one:
“Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the Fa -
ther, and from the Lord Je sus Christ, the Son of the Fa -
ther, in truth and love.” (2 John 3) Out of all these
greet ings, none of them men tion a third be ing. Just two
are men tioned; the Fa ther and His Son. Surely if there
were a third be ing who is to be equally wor shiped and
adored, the writ ers of the New Tes ta ment would have in -

cluded him in these greet ings but alas, there is not one to
be found.

John ex plains to us with whom we are to have fel low -
ship. He says, “That which we have seen and heard de -
clare we unto you, that ye also may have fel low ship with
us: and truly our fel low ship is with the Fa ther, and with
his Son Je sus Christ.” (1 John 1:3) Surely if John were ac -
quainted with a third God, he would want us to have fel -
low ship with him as well, but there is no men tion of
an other be ing. John fur ther states, “Who so ever
transgresseth, and abideth not in the doc trine of Christ,
hath not God. He that abideth in the doc trine of Christ, he
hath both the Fa ther and the Son.” (2 John 9) “Both”
means two and only two. This agrees with Zech a riah
when he wrote, “And speak unto him, say ing, Thus
speaketh the LORD of hosts, say ing, Be hold the man
whose name is The BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of
his place, and he shall build the tem ple of the LORD: Even
he shall build the tem ple of the LORD; and he shall bear
the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he
shall be a priest upon his throne: and the coun sel of peace 
shall be be tween them both.” (Zech a riah 6:12, 13)

Rea soning with the Jews, Je sus said, “It is also writ -
ten in your law, that the tes ti mony of two men is true. I am
one that bear wit ness of my self, and the Fa ther that sent
me beareth wit ness of me.” (John 8:17, 18) If an ad di -
tional be ing could tes tify in His be half, Je sus would not
have hes i tated to men tion him here.

Paul wrote to his beloved friend Tim o thy declaring,
“I charge thee be fore God, and the Lord Je sus Christ,
and the elect an gels.” (1 Tim o thy 5:21) Paul called the
heav enly agen cies to wit ness this charge given to Tim o -
thy. No tice who Paul called as wit nesses for him. God the
Fa ther and the Lord Je sus Christ are nat u rally the first
ones to be men tioned but Paul did not stop here. He called
all the an gels of God to be his wit nesses also. Cer tainly if
Paul knew of a third be ing who is co equal with the Fa ther
and His Son he would have men tioned him in this verse.
Yet there is no hint of an other being, which is plain ev i -
dence that Paul knew noth ing about a third god.

I could go on with this as there is an abun dance of
Scrip ture which plainly shows that “there is one God, the
Fa ther” and “one Lord Je sus Christ” (1 Co rin thi ans 8:6)
and not a pan theon of gods in the God head.

The sub ject we are dis cuss ing is of vi tal im por tance.
Please take the time to ex am ine this in de tail. The only
way a judge can make a just de ci sion is by view ing and
weigh ing all the ev i dence. I strongly en cour age you to ex -
am ine all the ev i dence be fore mak ing a de ci sion. “He that 
answereth a mat ter be fore he heareth it, it is folly and
shame unto him.” (Prov erbs 18:13) ?
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The Promised Comforter
by Doug Goslin

The great est joy in the Word of
God is ex pe ri enc ing the vic to ri ous
“Christ in you the hope of glory.”
Why? The an swer is sim ple and for
each Chris tian it is their con fi dence.
“Be ing con fi dent of this very thing that 
He which hath be gun a good work in
you will per form it un til the day of Je -
sus Christ.” (Philippians 1:6) The ex -
pe ri ence of hav ing the man, Christ
Je sus, in you in the full est sense has
not al ways been pos si ble on this earth.
There were 4,000 years when men and
women la bored for the cause of the
man Christ Je sus but never were able
to en joy the prom ise.

From Adam and Eve to Malachi
God’s peo ple looked for the prom ise.
“Women re ceived their dead raised to
life again: and oth ers were tor tured,
not ac cept ing de liv er ance; that they
might ob tain a better res ur rec tion:
And oth ers had trial of cruel mockings
and scourgings, yea, more over of
bonds and im pris on ment: They were
stoned, they were sawn asun der, were
tempted, were slain with the sword:
they wan dered about in sheep skins
and goat skins; be ing des ti tute, af -
flicted, tor mented; (Of whom the
world was not wor thy:) they wan dered 
in deserts, and in moun tains, and in
dens and caves of the earth.” (He -
brews 11:35-38)

They knew that God the Fa ther
had pre pared that prom ise for the fu -
ture but al ways had hope that the
Christ would come in their time. The
Lord de clared unto Is rael, “Sac ri fice
and of fer ing thou didst not de sire;
mine ears hast thou opened: burnt of -
fer ing and sin of fer ing hast thou not
re quired. Then said I, Lo, I come: in
the vol ume of the book it is writ ten of
me, I de light to do thy will, O my God:
yea, thy law is within my heart.”
(Psalm 40:6-8) These men and women 
could un der stand the deeper sig nif i -

cance of the words of the Psalm ist.
This of fer ing had been pre pared in the
eter nal pur poses to do the very work
which God would do for fallen man.
Yet they them selves did not re ceive
the prom ise dur ing their life times.

“And these all, hav ing ob tained a
good re port through faith, re ceived
not the prom ise, God hav ing pro vided
some better thing for us, that they with -
out us should not be made per fect.”
(He brews 11:39, 40) What was it that
the dis ci ples re ceived that was better
than what the proph ets re ceived? It
was the Spirit of the vic to ri ous man,
Christ Je sus, liv ing in them.

We May Receive
the Promise

“And be cause ye are sons, God
hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into 
your hearts, cry ing, Abba, Fa ther.
Where fore [or, this is how] thou art no
more a ser vant, but a son; and if a son,
then an heir of God through Christ.”
(Galatians 4:6-7) By re ceiv ing the
life-giving cur rent of the man, Christ
Je sus, we can ex pe ri ence what it
means to be sons and daugh ters of
God. 

“And we de clare unto you glad
tid ings, how that the prom ise which
was made unto the fa thers, God hath
ful filled the same unto us their chil -
dren, in that he hath raised up Je sus
again; as it is also writ ten in the sec -
ond psalm, Thou art my Son, this day
have I be got ten thee.” (Acts 13:32, 33) 
Af ter rais ing Je sus from the dead the
long-awaited prom ise would be ful -
filled. Now the One who over came sin
in our fallen hu man na ture would live
in us. “Unto you first God, hav ing
raised up his Son Je sus, sent him to
bless you, in turn ing away ev ery one of 
you from his in iq ui ties.” (Acts 3:26)
In spi ra tion de clares that it is Je sus who 

is turn ing you away from your in iq ui -
ties! That’s what a com forter does.

Our hu man na ture craves, even re -
quires, a per son who has ex pe ri enced
the same hard ships to help us with our
prob lems. It might be sick ness, dis -
cour age ment, or the loss of a loved one 
but what ever the prob lem is, the great -
est com fort is found in some one who
has ex pe ri enced the same tri als we are
go ing through.

“This Je sus hath God raised up,
whereof we all are wit nesses. There -
fore be ing by the right hand of God ex -
alted, and hav ing re ceived of the
Fa ther the prom ise of the Holy Ghost,
he hath shed forth this, which ye now
see and hear.” (Acts 2:32, 33) Of ten I
have won dered why the holy Spirit has 
more em pha sis in the New Tes ta ment
than in the Old? The an swer is found in 
the Word of God. 

John 7:37-39 says: “In the last
day, that great day of the feast, Je sus
stood and cried, say ing, If any man
thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 
He that be liev eth on me, as the scrip -
ture hath said, out of his belly shall
flow rivers of liv ing wa ter. (But this
spake he of the Spirit, which they that
be lieve on him should re ceive: for the
Holy Ghost was not yet given; be cause 
that Je sus was not yet glo ri fied.)”

The holy Spirit that now co mes
from God the Fa ther is the prom ised
Com forter. The greater em pha sis of
the holy Spirit in the New Tes ta ment
co mes through the vic to ri ous man,
Christ Je sus! He would now be able to
shed the Fa ther’s Spirit in yet a more
pre cious way than ever be fore: “God
hav ing pro vided some better thing for
us.”

“Another Comforter”
Je sus “be ing as sem bled to gether

with them, com manded them that they
should not de part from Je ru sa lem, but
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wait for the prom ise of the Fa ther,
which, saith he, ye have heard of me.”
(Acts 1:4) Je sus had told them ear lier
of the prom ised Com forter and ex actly 
who it would be. He said, “If ye love
me, keep my com mand ments. And I
will pray the Fa ther, and he shall give
you an other Com forter, that he may
abide with you for ever. Even the Spirit
of truth; whom the world can not re -
ceive, be cause it seeth him not, nei ther
knoweth him: but ye know him; for he
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
I will not leave you com fort less: I will
come to you.” (John 14:15-18)

The word “an other” should be
con sid ered here but not as an other in -
di vid ual other than Je sus Christ. Mi -
cah 5:2 teaches us that Christ was born
twice, but in two sep a rate forms. The
first was the form of God; the sec ond
form was as a man. “But thou, Beth le -
hem Ephratah, though thou be lit tle
among the thou sands of Ju dah, yet out
of thee shall he come forth unto me
that is to be ruler in Is rael; whose
goings forth have been from of old,
from ev er last ing [the days of eter -
nity].” (Mi cah 5:2 mar gin)

We can see clearly that Christ did
not come in the form He had in heaven. 
He came in an other form, the form of a 
man, yet He was still the same per son. 

The Fa ther had sent Mi chael to
His peo ple as their me di a tor to com -
fort them for four thou sand years. The
com fort ing prom ise of plac ing en mity
be tween man kind and Sa tan would
only be ful filled through His death and 
res ur rec tion. Christ was a cloud by day 
and a pil lar of fire by night. He stood
with Joshua and Dan iel and with the
Psalm ist as he wrote, “thy rod and thy
staff they com fort me.” (Psalm 23:4)

Now the Fa ther was pre par ing to
give us an other Com forter. The Com -
forter He would send was one with an -
other ex pe ri ence—the same per son,
but af ter ex pe ri enc ing hu man ity He
would be able to fur ther en ter into our
ex pe ri ences and help hu man ity in a
man ner not be fore avail able. “For in
that he him self hath suf fered be ing

tempted, he is able to suc cour [help]
them that are tempted.” (He brews
2:18)

The Com forter whom we have is
Je sus, who will “abide with you for
ever.” Je sus is the Spirit of truth, for it
is He who is “the way, the truth, and
the life.” (John 14:6) The world will
not re ceive Him be cause it can not see
Him nor does it know Him. Now here
is the prom ise spo ken in no un cer tain
terms to His dis ci ples: “…but ye know
him; for he dwelleth with you, and
shall be in you. I will not leave you
com fort less: I will come to you.” (John 
14:17, 18)

Je sus makes it abun dantly clear to
the be liever that he or she may rest in
the fact that our Com forter is one who
has ex pe ri enced hu man ity and was
vic to ri ous in the fallen na ture. In John
14:20 He says it will be He and His Fa -
ther in us. In verse 21, He says that He
will man i fest Him self to us. 

When one of His dis ci ples ques -
tioned how this could be, Je sus pa -
tiently an swered, “If a man love me, he 
will keep my words: and my Fa ther
will love him, and we will come unto
him, and make our abode with him.”
(John 14:23) This was be ing ful filled
when the Fa ther gave of His Spirit
through His Son at Pen te cost.

The Bi ble proves over and over
again that Christ is our Com forter, the
one Who could be tempted in all points 
such as we are. We are also re minded
that Christ is “that Spirit” that brings
unity to the Church. Paul states, “Now
the Lord is that Spirit: and where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is lib erty.”
(2 Co rin thi ans 3:17)

A Teacher
of Righteousness

The Old Tes ta ment prophet Joel
spoke of the fu ture out pour ing of the
holy Spirit: “Be glad then, ye chil dren
of Zion, and re joice in the LORD your
God: for he hath given you the for mer
rain [a teacher of righ teous ness] mod -
er ately, [ac cord ing to righ teous ness]

and he will cause to come down for
you the rain, the for mer rain, and the
lat ter rain in the first month.” (Joel
2:23 mar gin)

At the time of the for mer and the
lat ter rain the Fa ther will send “a
teacher of righ teous ac cord ing to
righ teous ness.”

Christ has been sent to us as our
teacher, “But be not ye called Rabbi:
for one is your Mas ter [Greek:
kathegetes—teacher], even Christ;
and all ye are breth ren.… Nei ther be
ye called mas ters [kathegetes]: for one 
is your Mas ter [kathegetes], even
Christ.” (Mat thew 23:8-10) Je sus tells
us that He is our one teacher.

When we know Christ is our
teacher John 14:26 be comes easy to
un der stand: “But the Com forter,
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Fa -
ther will send in my name, he shall
teach you all things, and bring all
things to your re mem brance, what so -
ever I have said unto you.” (John
14:26)

There are many in the re li gious
world who have a teacher other than
Je sus as their Com forter. They have a
con cept of a teacher that has not come
in the name of Je sus. This teacher was
not born of a woman there fore he does
not know, nor could he know, of the
sav ing grace of Je sus. Our Sav iour
said, “…I go away and come again to
you.”

Be loved, there is only One who
has died the death and has been raised
from that death to turn us away from
our in iq ui ties. His name is Je sus.

“But when the Com forter is come,
whom I will send unto you from the Fa -
ther, even the Spirit of truth, which
proceedeth from the Fa ther, he shall
tes tify of me.” (John 15:26) Com pare
this verse to Acts 2:33. “There fore be -
ing by the right hand of God ex alted,
and hav ing re ceived of the Fa ther the
prom ise of the Holy Ghost, he hath
shed forth this, which ye now see and
hear.” In this verse Christ rightly takes 
the credit for shed ding or send ing the



holy Spirit which orig i nally pro ceeds
from God the Fa ther. 

It was no co in ci dence that be fore
the Com forter could re turn to the
earth, Je sus had to re turn to the Fa ther.
“Nev er the less I tell you the truth; “It
is ex pe di ent for you that I go away: for
if I go not away, the Com forter will not 
come unto you; but if I de part, I will
send him unto you.” (John 16:17) “Ye
have heard how I said unto you, I go
away, and come again unto you. If ye
loved me, ye would re joice, be cause I
said, I go unto the Fa ther: for my Fa -
ther is greater than I.” (John 14:28)
John wrote of Christ stat ing, “(But this 
spake he of the Spirit, which they that
be lieve on him should re ceive: for the
Holy Ghost was not yet given; be cause 
that Je sus was not yet glo ri fied.)”
(John 7:39)

Je sus spoke of the holy Spirit in
this way: “And when he is come, he
will re prove the world of sin, and of
righ teous ness, and of judg ment: Of
sin, be cause they be lieve not on me;
Of righ teous ness, be cause I go to my
Fa ther, and ye see me no more; Of
judg ment, be cause the prince of this
world is judged. I have yet many
things to say unto you, but ye can not
bear them now.” (John 16:10-12) The 
ques tion would be, when will He re -
prove the world of sin, of righ teous -
ness, of judg ment, and say the things
that the dis ci ples could not bear at that 
time? 

Af ter His death Je sus said, “All
power [Greek: exousia - au thor ity] is
given unto me in heaven and in earth.” 
(Mat thew 28:18) Who re proves the
sin ner? It is Je sus: “If I had not come
and spo ken unto them, they had not
had sin: but now they have no cloke for 
their sin.” (John 15:22) “Unto you
first God, hav ing raised up his Son Je -
sus, sent him to bless you, in turn ing
away ev ery one of you from his in iq ui -
ties.” (Acts 3:26) Also read John
3:18-21. 

“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of
truth, is come, he will guide you into
all truth: for he shall not speak of him -

self; but what so ever he shall hear, that 
shall he speak: and he will shew you
things to come.” (John 16:13)

Much talk has been given to the
idea that the holy Spirit is a third be ing
of a Trin ity and that He is so hum ble
He would n’t even speak of him self.

Our Sav ior said that He did n’t
speak of Him self and yet He said, “I
am the bread,” “I am the light,” etc.
He could say things con cern ing Who
He was be cause the Fa ther told Him
what to speak: “For I have not spo ken
of my self; but the Fa ther which sent
me, he gave me a com mand ment, what
I should say, and what I should speak.
And I know that his com mand ment is
life ev er last ing: what so ever I speak
there fore, even as the Fa ther said unto
me, so I speak.” (John 12:49, 50)

The Spirit of truth has the iden ti cal 
char ac ter of the Son of God for it is the
in ner man of Je sus. When He co mes as 
the Com forter He will not speak of
Him self.

The Parakletos
One im por tant and in sight ful point 

that should be men tioned is that the
Greek word for “Com forter” in John
chap ters 14-16 is parakletos. This word
is used five times in the Bi ble. The first 
four times it was trans lated “Com -
forter.” (John 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7)

In 1 John 2:1, parakletos was
trans lated into the Eng lish word “ad -
vo cate.” “My lit tle chil dren, these
things write I unto you, that ye sin not.
And if any man sin, we have an ad vo -
cate [parakletos - com forter] with the
Fa ther, Je sus Christ the righ teous.”
(1 John 2:1) The writer of the Gos pel
of John was the same writer of the
epis tle of 1 John. He uses the same
word to ex press two sim i lar thoughts.
The con cept of “ad vo cate” as given in 
1 John and the con cept of the “Com -
forter” as re corded in John are there -
fore syn on y mous. The Bi ble teaches
plainly that the Son of God is our
parakletos, or Com forter.

First Co rin thi ans 1:30 says, “But
of him are ye in Christ Je sus, who of
God is made unto us wis dom, and righ -
teous ness, and sanc ti fi ca tion, and re -
demp tion.” It was Christ who
dis cussed the cre ation of man to gether
with the Fa ther. It was Christ who
formed us with His hands. It was
Christ who placed en mity be tween the
church and the spirit of Sa tan. He
spoke with Abra ham, Noah, and Mo -
ses; led the Children of Is rael through
the Red Sea, the Jor dan, and the cap -
tiv ity of Bab y lon. It was Je sus who
was born of a woman, grew in wis dom
and stat ure, and in fa vor with God and
man. Christ led the dis ci ples for three
and a half years. Then He told His dis -
ci ples that though He lived with them
He would go away so He could live in
them.

In clos ing, the Bi ble teaches us
that there is a fallen an gel who wants
to hide our Com forter, Je sus Christ,
from our view. He wants to re ceive the 
wor ship due to God and His Son. Isa -
iah de scribes the de sires of Sa tan:
“How art thou fallen from heaven, O
Lu ci fer, son of the morn ing! how art
thou cut down to the ground, which
didst weaken the na tions! For thou
hast said in thine heart, I will as cend
into heaven, I will ex alt my throne
above the stars of God: I will sit also
upon the mount of the con gre ga tion, in 
the sides of the north: I will as cend
above the heights of the clouds; I will
be like the most High.” (Isa iah
14:12-14)

Sa tan de sires that the whole world
should wor ship him in stead of Christ.
Be loved, false con cepts of God such as 
the doc trine of the Trin ity will pre vent
you from un der stand ing the beau ti ful
truth that the Son of the liv ing God is
your Com forter. In fact, these false
views pave the way for the ac cep tance
of the spirit of Sa tan in place of the
Spirit of the Lord. Be loved, I pray that
the Lord Je sus will bless you and that
you may re ceive Him as your Com -
forter. ?
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The Year 2000
Y2K And You

By Allen Stump

We are now less than twelve months away from the
year 2000 A.D. Con trary to pop u lar be lief, the year 2000
is not the start of the next mil len nium. The next mil len -
nium will be gin Jan u ary 1, 2001. How ever, the date Jan u -
ary 1, 2000 is con sid ered an im por tant date and many are
ex pect ing some thing cli mac tic to hap pen then even if
they do not know what it is.

Many re li gious lead ers and or ga ni za tions are look ing 
for the world’s con ver sion and a mil len nium of peace to
be gin. The Pope and sev eral evan gel i cal Prot es tants are
work ing to wards a uni fied po si tion and wit ness to pres -
ent to the world. Any one who is out of step will not be
con sid ered Chris tian be cause they are not will ing to see
the prayer of Christ as re corded in John 17 an swered.

The most com mon thought among the peo ple of the
world re gard ing the year 2000 is what is known as the
“Y2K” prob lem. Only those in a time warp have not
heard about it. Y2K stands for the “year 2000.” It in -
volves the pos si ble shut down of com put ers that were
pro grammed with only a two-digit year dat ing sys tem in -
stead of a four digit year dat ing sys tem.

The trou bles that could be as so ci ated with the Y2K
prob lem have been dis cussed quite a bit for the last few
years. Since al most ev ery thing is com puter driven and
con trolled to day, if the com put ers come to a stand still,
so ci ety will also. As some one said, “It would be like go -
ing back to the horse and buggy days with out the horse
and buggy!”

While bank ing and com mu ni ca tions were the early
tar gets of con cern, the big gest fear to day cen ters around
the elec tric power plants. If they shut down ev ery thing
else shuts down in clud ing com puter-controlled sys tems
that are Y2K com pli ant.

Com puter “ex perts” seem di vided on how many and
what types of sys tems will be ready by the end of the
year, but all seem to ex pect some prob lems. A few be -
lieve that the main “bugs” will be worked out by then;
some be lieve that to tal chaos will oc cur at the stroke of
mid night! How should we ap proach the prob lem?

If I were to tell you that there would be no prob lems
with Y2K and you made no prep a ra tions and then chaos
oc curred, I would be, to a de gree, re spon si ble for your sit -
u a tion. I could take the view that to tal shut down will oc -

cur. If the sys tem fails then, I would look like a prophet.
If to tal shut down did not oc cur I could say that God in His 
mercy gave us more time and at least you were not hurt
by be ing ready. The truth is that while I have my ideas
about Y2K, I do not claim to be an au thor ity or have the
an swers.

Some have said that there are too many of the “Big
Boys” who wish for nor mal life to pros per and con tinue
when the year 2000 co mes to let things crash. Per haps
this is so. I do know that the tech ni cal an swers to the
prob lem ex ist. Im ple men ta tion may not be as easy. One
of the first places the Y2K bug showed up was in us ing
credit cards that had ex pi ra tion dates in the year 2000. In -
ter est ingly it did not take the banks very long to clear up
this prob lem. Money still talks! Al though at last re port
few if any banks were to tally Y2K com pli ant, they claim
they are work ing on it and plan to be ready by year’s end.

I have be lieved for years that it is im por tant to get out
of the cit ies and move into the coun try to live. If we do
not get out of the cit ies now we may not be able to later.
Many who live in met ro pol i tan ar eas and rely on pub lic
trans por ta tion could not leave in the event of a power out -
age. Some have au to mo biles but you can not drive your
car with out gas o line. Gas o line can not be pumped and
sold with out elec tric ity.

For those in the coun try there would be three main
ne ces si ties: wa ter, food, and shel ter. The big gest con cern
would be fresh wa ter. Those who de pend on city wa ter
sup plies or for elec tric ity to pump wa ter from wells will
be with out wa ter if the elec tric power fails. Springs or
wells that could be hand drawn can sup ply wa ter. Food
would be the next big gest con cern. Per sonally, I plan on
the big gest gar den I have ever planted this year. Food
should be canned or dried but not put up in freez ers for
ob vi ous rea sons. An other ne ces sity is dry shel ter and,
where cli mate ne ces si tates, warmth is im por tant.
Wood-burning stoves may work well to pro duce heat for
some, but re mem ber, chain saws use gas o line. Getting
the wood in early and hav ing sev eral tanks of fuel on
hand would be im por tant. Other heat sources could be
coal or liq uid pro pane as well as so lar heat and power.

There is a cer tain amount of prep a ra tion that needs to
be made even if the Y2K bug is fixed. As we noted ear -
lier, it is im per a tive that we get out of the cit ies. Ac cord -
ing to proph ecy there is com ing a time of trou ble in this
world, both phys i cally and spir i tu ally, such as has never
yet been seen. Some have sug gested that the pow ers that
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be will use Y2K to start a na tional emer gency and de clare 
mar shal law start ing the fi nal move ments of earth’s his -
tory. With the cur rent track re cord of Pres i dent Clinton
com bined with his up com ing Sen ate trial and the prob -
lems with Iraq, this is not a “far fetched idea.”

One thing we can know for sure, if it is time for his -
tory to close, noth ing will stop its on ward march. The
signs tell us that we are near the com ing of Je sus in the
clouds of heaven. If the year 2000 is not the end it is cer -
tainly the be gin ning of the end. The ques tion that should
haunt us is: “Are we mak ing the prep a ra tion nec es sary
for the end times?” Prov erbs 22:3 says, “A pru dent man
foreseeth the evil, and hideth him self: but the sim ple pass
on, and are pun ished.”

While there are phys i cal prep a ra tions that all Chris -
tians should be mak ing for ei ther Y2K or the time of trou -
ble, the most im por tant prep a ra tion is the spir i tual life.
While we have a work to do (phys i cally and most im por -
tantly spir i tu ally) in get ting ready for the times ahead,
there is a world to warn of com ing de struc tion! The Lord
is not pleased with a self-centered pro gram of
self-preservation. I pray that we would not be come so en -
grossed with the com ing prob lems that we fail to give the

mes sage God has com mis sioned us to give. I be lieve that
if we are about our Fa ther’s busi ness He will see that our
prep a ra tions, which are nec es sary, will be com pleted.

What ever is ahead let us above all be faith ful. “And
the Lord said, Who then is that faith ful and wise stew ard,
whom his lord shall make ruler over his house hold, to
give them their por tion of meat in due sea son? Blessed is
that ser vant, whom his lord when he com eth shall find so
do ing.” (Luke 12:42, 43) ?

(Al len Stump is the ed i tor of a monthly news let ter
pub lished by Smyrna Gos pel Min is tries en ti tled Old
Paths. He is an as so ci ate worker here and a good friend
of mine. You can con tact him by send ing cor re spon dence 
to Pres ent Truth, or by e-mail at allen@smyrna.org.)
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