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Dear Readers, April 1999

“Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the
Father, in truth and love.” (2 John 3) | pray you are doing well and that you have been blessed by the studies that
have been presented in these papers. Wewould like to extend theinvitation to you to contact uswith your concerns,
comments, or suggestions. We are always happy to hear from you. If thereisaparticular subject you would liketo
see published in this newdletter please write and let us know. This month we are printing two studies on subjects
that have been specifically requested by our readers. We pray that they will be a blessing to you.

Arizona Campmeeting Notice: “The Church at Wilhoit” is having a campmeeting May 7-15 in Wilhoit,
Arizona(about 1%2hours Northwest of Phoenix). Campmeetings are one the most enjoyabl e times of the year sowe
hope you will plan on being there. We are certain you will gain arich blessing by attending with your family. The
first meeting will be May 7" at 7 p.m. with the remaining meetings to begin at 10 am. on the 8" and will continue
until Sabbath evening on the 15™ of May. Doug Goslin and Lynnford Beachy will be among the speakers at this
campmeeting. Call (520) 442- 9868 and ask for Kimto receive detailed information. I’ |l seeyou at campmeeting!

The Nature of the

released; but not so in the heavenly court. There every
one must meet the record of hisown life. “Every one...
shall give account of himself to God.”” (Romans 14:12)
Earthly parents have been known to sacrifice every-

Judgment

by Stephen N. Haskell

The judgment is spoken of by every Biblewriter. It
ismentioned over athousand timesin the Sacred Writ-
ings. It is more solemn than death; for death separates
friends only until the resurrection, but the judgment
separatesthem forever. No one can escapeit. Toignore
the thought of the judgment and live without preparing
for it, will not evade it. Solomon recognized this fact
when he wrote, “Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth,
and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth,
and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of
thine eyes: but know thou, that for all these things God
will bring thee into judgment.” (Ecclesiastes 11:9)

The decisions of earthly courts may often be
changed by money and friends, and the guilty may be

thing they possessed to save one child from the con-
demnation of earthly courts. Think you our heavenly
Father would let Satan destroy all his earthly children
without an effort to savethem?Herisked al heaven for
their sakes. “God so loved the world, that He gave His
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only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John
3:16) No human being can face his life record in the
books of heaven, and escape condemnation, unless be-
lief in Christ and alove for His serviceisapart of that
record.

Christ, the heavenly Advocate, will plead the cases
of al who have given Him their sins. He says, “I, even
I, am He that blotteth out thy transgressions for My
own sake, and will not remember thy sins.” (Isaiah
43:25) Thelife record, scarlet with sins and wretched-
ness, the Saviour covers with the spotless robe of His
righteousness; and the Judge, looking upon it, sees
only the sacrifice of His Son, and the record is, “Ac-
cepted in the Beloved.” Who can regject such infinite
love?

The judgment involves, first, the investigation of
every case, the testimony of witnesses, and the plea of
the Advocate, if there is an advocate. Then comes the
decision of the court; after that followsthe execution of
the sentence rendered by the court. A just sentence can-
not be rendered in any court until the witnesses have
borne their testimony; for that reason a just sentence
cannot be executed upon an individual at death.

Through their writings, Payne and Voltaire have
made more infidels since their death than whileliving.
A just sentence could not be passed upon
them until the record of the lives of those
who had been lost through their influence,
appeared as witnesses in their case. On
the other hand, the influence of the righ-
teousislike the waves on the surface of
the lake, which continue to widen until
they reach the shore. Abel, “being dead,
yet speaketh.” (Hebrews 11:4) Wycliffe, that fearless
man of God, could not have been judged at the close of
hislife, for thousands have been enlightened by thein-
fluenceof hislifesince hisvoicewashushed in death.

If the Bible record were silent upon this point, it
would still be apparent at a glance that the judgment
could not be held before the last generation had lived
their life; but the Bible is not silent. The date of the
opening of thisgreat tribunal was revealed by the Lord
thousands of yearsbeforeit took place. Peter taught the
same truth. “Repent ye therefore, and be converted,
that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of re-
freshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; and
He shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached
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unto you.” (Acts 3:19, 20) The sinswill be blotted out
just before the coming of the Lord.

The investigative judgment is an examination of
the life record kept in heaven. Daniel says that when
the judgment was set, ““the books were opened.” (Dan-
iel 7:9, 10) There are several books mentioned in con-
nection with the records of heaven. The book of
remembrance records even the thoughts of the heart.
(Malachi 3:16) How just and merciful is our God that
Hetakes cognizance of it when we only think upon His
name! Often when pressed by temptation, our soulscry
out after the living God, and afaithful record iskept of
it all. Many deeds are done in darkness, hidden from
even the most intimate associates; but when the books
of heaven are opened, God “will bring to light the hid-
den things of darkness, and will make manifest the
counsels of the heart.”” (1 Corinthians 4:5) “For God
shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret
thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.”” (Ec-
clesiastes 12:14) Not only the deeds are recorded, but
the motives or counsels of the heart that prompted the
deed; and of the bitter tears of repentance shed in secret
the Lord says, Arethey not all in My book?

Our daily conversation, the words spoken without
thought, we may count of little worth, but ““every idle
word that men shall speak, they shall give account
thereof in the day of judgment: for by thy
words thou shalt be justified, and by the
words thou shalt be condemned.” (Mat-
thew 12:36, 37) Words are the index of

the heart, ““for out of the abundance of
the heart the mouth speaketh.” (Mat-
thew 12:34) The place of birth and the
environment, everything that can in any
way influence the life record, is all recorded in the
books of heaven. (Psalm 87:4-6)

The most wonderful book of al the heavenly re-
cords that pertain to humanity, isthe book of life. This
book contains the names of all who have professed the
name of Christ. (Philippians 4:3) To have one's name
recorded in that book isthe highest honor given to mor-
tals. (Luke 10:19, 20)

It is a source of great rejoicing to know that our
names are written in heaven, (Luke 10:20) but the life
must be in harmony with heavenly thingsif our names
are to remain with the righteous. The names of the
wicked do not remain in the book of life; (Exodus
32:33; Revelation 13:8; 17:8) they are written in the
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earth; (Jeremiah 17:13) for all their hopes and affec-
tions have clung to earthly things. When the cases of
al whose hearts are the dwelling-place of the Most
High and whose lives show forth His character, come
up inthe heavenly court, Jesus Christ therighteouswill
be their Advocate. (1 John 2:1) He will confess their
names before the Father and before the angels. Their
sinswill be blotted out, and their names retained in the
book of life; and they will be clothed with thewhiterai-
ment of Christ’s righteousness. (Revelation 3:5)

On the day of atonement in the typical serviceonly
those sins that have been confessed and transferred to
the sanctuary through the sin-offering, were carried out
and laid upon the head of the scapegoat. In the investi-
gative judgment, only the cases of those who have con-
fessed their sinswill be investigated. Their names will
beinthebook of life, and Peter states, “Judgment must
begin at the house of God; and if it first begins at us
what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel
of God?”” (1 Peter 4:17) The cases of those who have
not served God will go by default. Therewill be no one
to present them. They have no advocatein the heavenly
court.

Sad indeed will be the state of those who have
started on the heavenly way, but after experiencing the
joy of sinsforgiven and the peace of God in the heart,
have returned to the world and its follies. Their names
have been written in the book of life, and their cases
will be presented, but only to have the sentence, “Un-
faithful,” passed upon them, and their names blotted
forever from the book of life.

When the Saviour comes in the clouds of heaven,
He will give reward to the righteous; but fina judg-
ment upon the wicked can not yet be executed, for all
areto be judged ““out of those things which are written
in the books, according to their works.” (Revelation
20:12)

During the thousand years following the second
advent of Christ to the earth, the righteous will join
with Christ in judging the wicked. (Revelation 20:4;
1 Corinthians 6:2, 3) Then the justice of God in con-
demning the wicked will be demonstrated before all.
The fact that they had no part in thefirst, or investiga:
tive judgment, that their names were not in the book of
life, and no one represented them in the court of
heaven, is sufficient to condemn them. The books of
heaven, containing afaithful record of their lives, con-
demn them. The witness of the angels who have kept
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the record also condemns them; but with all that evi-
dence, God has each name considered by the saints
from the earth.

There will be many among the lost who have been
accounted righteous; and if they should be destroyed
without an examination of the records by the saints,
there might be occasion to question the justice of God,;
but when the records reveal how some have worked
from selfish motives, and others have been guilty of
cherished sins covered from the view of ther fel-
low-men, the awfulness of sin and the longsuffering of
God will be appreciated.

The Saviour said that those who had followed Him
while here on earth would judge thetwelvetribesof Is-
rael. (Matthew 19:27, 28) Then when the records re-
vealing the fact that the chief priests cried, “Crucify
Him! crucify Him!” are opened in heaven, John, who
followed his Lord through that cruel trial, will be able
to say, “I heard them speak the awful words.”

Asthelong list of namesis brought in review, the
saints can appear aswitnesses. When the tyrant Nero's
name comes up and the record states how he tortured
the saints of God, witnesses will be there who can say,
“Wearethe oneswho were burnedto light hisgarden.”
Redeemed ones gathered out of every age will sit in
judgment on the cases of the wicked, and the punish-
ment will be meted out to each one according to his
works.

Inthe day of judgment, God will call to the heavens
above. He will call for the records that have been pre-
served by angels,—records of men’s lives, of the
words they have spoken, of the deeds they have done;
even the most secret acts will then be called upon to
bear testimony, for ““our God shall come, and shall not
keep silence; a fire shall devour before Him, and it
shall be very tempestuous round about Him. He shall
call to the heavens from above, and to the earth, that
He may judge His people.”” Thereisoneclassof people
who will then be gathered. He says, ““Gather My saints
together unto Me; those that have made a covenant
with Me by sacrifice. And the heavens shall declare
His righteousness: for God is judge Himself.”” (Psalm
50:3-6)

Thisday of God’ sinvestigative judgment must oc-
cur before the second coming of Christ, and the
executive part of it will take place after the close of
probation, after the witnesses have borne their testi-
mony.
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When the judgment of the wicked closes, the
saints, the angels, and all the universe will be in har-
mony with the decisions rendered. At the end of the
thousand years, when fire from heaven devours the
wicked as ““stubble fully dry,” (Nahum 1:9, 10) all the
universe will say, “Even so, Lord God Almighty, true
and righteous are Thy judgments.” (Revelation 16:7)

The Three BooKs of Judgment
1. BooK of Life

Luke 10:20. Names written in heaven.

Luke 10:19, 20. To be enrolled in the book of life is the
highest honor given mortals.

Philippians 4:3. Names of faithful workers recorded.

Exodus 32:33. The names of those that cling to sin will be
removed.

Revelation 3:5. Names of the faithful retained.
Revelation 13:8; 17:8. Wicked are not recorded.

Revelation 20:15. None will be saved whose names are not
recorded in the book of life.

Isaiah 4:3, margin.

Hebrews 12:23; Daniel 12:1.

2. BooK of Remembrance
Malachi 3:16. Records every word.

Matthew 12:36, 37. |dle words.

Psalm 56:8. Tears of repentance.

Psalm 87:4-6. Birthplace and environments.
Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14. Every secret act.

1 Corinthians 4:5. Counsels of the heart.

3. BooK of Death

Jeremiah 17:13. Those that forsake God are written in the
earth.

Jeremiah 2:22. Sins al recorded.
Job 14:17. Sins sealed up.

Deuteronomy 32:32-36. Thissinsof thewicked areall “laid
up in store” until the day of judgment.

Hosea13:12. Sin bound up. 25
(This article was dlightly edited from its original which was

taken from pages 230-238 of the book entitled The Cross and Its
Shadow, by Stephen N. Haskell, published in 1914 by The Bible

Psalm 69:28; Ezekiel 13:9.

Training School, South Lancaster, Massachusetts.)

The Ministry of the Angels

For many years the existence of
angels has been questioned. Our first
parents, Adam and Eve, were well
aware of the fact that angels exist.
TheBibleinformsusthat God placed
Cherubim (angels) at the entrance of
the Garden of Eden to keep anyone
from entering. For many years these
angels were visible to mankind as a
witness of the awful results of sin. In
those days there was no question of
the existence of angels. However, to-
day we do not have avisible manifes-
tation of angels for al to behold,
which has caused some to question
their existence. Yet, what does the
Bible have to say about this?
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by Lynnford Beachy

Even among those who believe
that angels exist there are misunder-
standings regarding who they are.
Some have maintained that angelsare
spirits of dead people. Is this true?
Y ou will notice that the first time an-
gelsappeared to mankind (in the Gar-
den of Eden) was many years before
anyone had ever died, not to mention
the fact that ““the dead know not any
thing.” (Ecclesiastes 9:5) Therefore
it is impossible for angels to be the
spirits of dead people.

Throughout the Bible we find in-
stances where angels have appeared
to men. God has often sent Hisangels
to encourage, strengthen, enlighten,

(5qu€] y to show My&df a/)})mped unto god

or warn His people. Do angels have
anything to do with the eventsin your
daily life? Do you have a persondl
guardian angel who has been ap-
pointed by God to protect you?

Thisstudy isdesigned to examine
what the Bible says concerning the
work of angelsinour lives. | pray that
you will be blessed by having amore
accurate understanding of the good-
ness of God in providing us with the
benefit of the ministry of angels.

Let us first look at a few words
and phrases used in the Bible that re-
fer to angels.
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The eyes of the Lord

The phrase, “the eyes of the
Lord™ has been used severa timesin
the Bible referring to angels. Zecha-
riah was shown avision in which he
beheld a stone with seven eyes.

“For behold the stone that | have
laid before Joshua; upon one stone
shall be seven eyes: behold, | will en-
grave the graving thereof, saith the
Lord of hosts, and I will remove the
iniquity of that land in one day.”
(Zechariah 3:9) What are these seven
eyes that are upon the rock?

John was shown a vision in
which he beheld seven eyes as well.
He wrote, “And | beheld, and, lo, in
the midst of the throne and of the four
beasts, and in the midst of the elders,
stood a Lamb as it had been slain,
having seven horns and seven eyes,
which are the seven Spirits of God
sent forth into all the earth.” (Revela-
tion 5:6) The seven eyesarethe seven
Spirits of God that are sent forth into
al the earth. Who are the seven
Spirits of God?

The writer of Hebrews states:
“But to which of the angels said He at
any time, Sit on my right hand, until |
make thine enemies thy footstool?
Are they not all ministering spirits,
sent forth to minister for them who
shall be heirs of salvation?”” (He-
brews 1:13, 14) The angels of God
are ministering spirits sent forth to
minister.

In the first chapter of Revelation
John informs usthat the seven Spirits
are before God's throne. He wrote,
“John to the seven churches which
are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and
peace, from Him which is, and which
was, and which is to come; and from
the seven Spirits which are before His
throne.” (Revelation 1:4) The seven
Spirits are before the throne God.

John also saw that ““all the angels
stood round about the throne.”” (Rev-
elation 7:11) John ““heard the voice of
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many angels round about the
throne... and the number of them was
ten thousand times ten thousand, and
thousands of thousands.” (Revela
tion 5:11) Many angels are round
about God' sthrone. The seven Spirits
that are before God's throne are the
multitude of angels; ministering spir-
its sent forth into all the earth.
Zechariah wrote concerning the
eyes of the Lord: “For who hath de-
spised the day of small things? for
they shall rejoice, and shall see the

plummet in the hand of
Zerubbabel with those i
seven [referring to ¥

Zechariah 3:9]; they ¥

are the eyes of the ‘

Lord, which run

to and fro through the whole
earth.” (Zechariah 4:10) The seven
eyes (or the host of angels) runto and
fro through the whole earth. This un-
doubtedly refersto the angels.

We seethe samelanguageusedin
the second book of Chronicles: “For
the eyes of the Lord run to and fro
throughout the whole earth, to shew
Himself strong in the behalf of them
whose heart is perfect toward Him.”
(2 Chronicles 16:9) The eyes of the
Lord, spoken of here, are His angels
that run to and fro throughout the
whole earth to help those whose heart
is perfect toward Him.

The recording angels

Not only do God'’ sfaithful angels
watch over and protect us, but they
have another duty. “The eyes of the
Lord are in every place, beholding
the evil and the good.” (Proverbs
15:3) God's angels faithfully record
both the evil and the good that we do.

The angels of God are ableto re-
cord more than we might think. Solo-
mon wrote concerning this: “Curse
not the king, no not in thy thought;
and curse not the rich in thy bed-
chamber: for a bird of the air shall
carry the voice, and that which

’fﬁfud y to show Mwalf appmved unto ((])m/

hath ¢’ wings % shall tell the mat-

ter.”” (Ecclesiastes 10:20) This verse
tellsusthat even the thoughts that we
think are being recorded by the an-
gels. The Hebrew word that was
trandated “wings’ often represents
the angels, aswe will seein more de-
tail later.

“Surely in vain the net is spread
in the sight of any bird 3" [Mar-
gin: in the eyes of everything that
hath ® wings *™].” (Proverbs
1:17) In vain the net is spread before

~" usinthe sight of God's angels.

We can see how this principle
= was demonstrated
for Elisha “And
when the servant of
the man of God was
risen early, and gone forth, be-

- hold, an host compassed the city

both with horses and chariots. And
his servant said unto him, Alas, my
master! how shall we do? And he an-
swered, Fear not: for they that be
with us are more than they that be
with them. And Elisha prayed, and
said, Lord, | pray thee, open his eyes,
that he may see. And the Lord opened
the eyes of the young man; and he
saw: and, behold, the mountain was
full of horses and chariots of fire
round about Elisha.” (2 Kings
6:15-17) There are many angels
working behind the scenes which we
are not aware of. Thank the Lord for
His continual watch-care over us.
“Hear attentively the noise of His
voice, and the sound that goeth out of
His mouth. He directeth it under the
whole heaven, and His lightning %'
[“light for doctrine, teaching,”* “illu-
mination”**] unto the ends of %"
[Margin: wings] the earth.” (Job
37:2, 3) God directs His illumination

* Gesenius’ Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon to
the Old Testament, published by Baker
Book House Company, Grand Rapids,
Michigan, Copyright 1979

** Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance, re-
printed in 1992 by Baker Book House
Company, Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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(light for doctrine) to His angels, and
they bring it to us.

When God’ speopleareintrouble
“they cry unto the Lord in their trou-
ble, and He saveth them out of their
distresses. He sent His word, and
healed them, and delivered them
from their destructions.” (Psam
107:19, 20) How did God send His
word to deliver them? We just read,
in 2 Chronicles 16:9, that the eyes, or
the angels, run to and fro throughout
the earth to help God's people. God
sent Hisword, by His angels, to help
them.

““He sendeth forth His command-
ment upon earth: His word runneth
very swiftly.” (Psalm 147:15) God
sends forth His angels with His
words, and it runs very swiftly.

“Bless the Lord, ye His angels,
that excel in strength, that do His
commandments, hearkening unto the
voice of His word. Bless ye the Lord,
all ye His hosts ®®; ye ministers of
His, that do His pleasure.” (Psalm
103:20, 21) God's angels are aso
called His hosts, hence “The Lord of

hosts.”

The same Hebrew word that was
trandated “hosts’ is found in Psalm
68. “The Lord gave the word: great
was the company *°* [host] of those
that published it.”” (Psalm 68:11) The
Lord gave His word, and His angels
published it unto us, and we in turn
are commissioned to preach it to the
world.

Isaiah wrote, “Woe to the land
shadowing with wings ¥, which is
beyond the rivers of Ethiopia: That
sendeth ambassadors by the sea, even
in vessels of bulrushes upon the wa-
ters, saying, Go, ye swift messengers,
to a nation scattered and peeled, to a
people terrible from their beginning
hitherto; a nation meted out and trod-
den down, whose land the rivers have
spoiled!”” (Isaiah 18:1, 2) The wings,
or angels, are swift messengers.
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Ezekiel was shown a vision in
which he heard the sound of
cherubims wings. He wrote, “And
the sound of the cherubims’ wings *"*
was heard even to the outer court, as
the voice of the Almighty God when
He speaketh.” (Ezekiel 10:5) The
wings were heard, as the voice of the
Almighty God.

The chariots of God

Psalm 18 depicts the experience
of Christ on the cross. When Christ
caled out to His Father, the Bible
says “He bowed the heavens also,
and came down: and darkness was
under His feet. And He rode upon a
cherub [atype of angel], and did fly:
yea, he did fly upon the wings *"* of
the wind.” (Psalm 18:9, 10) This
verse is talking about God, the Fa-
ther, and says that He rode upon a
cherub; upon thewingsof thewind. It
seems strange that God would use an-
gels as transportation, yet the Bible
clarifies this even more.

David wrote, “The chariots of
God are twenty thousand, even thou-
sands of angels: the Lord is among
them, as in Sinai, in the holy place.”
(Psalm 68:17) The chariots of God
are amultitude of angels.

The Psalmist wrote, “Bless the
Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God,
thou art very great; thou art clothed
with  honour and majesty. Who
coverest thyself with light as with a
garment: who stretchest out the heav-
ens like a curtain: Who layeth the
beams of His chambers in the waters:
who maketh the clouds His chariot:
who walketh upon the wings of the
wind: Who maketh His angels spirits;
His ministers a flaming fire.” (Psalm
104.1-4) If the clouds are His chari-
ots, and His chariots are a multitude
of angels, then the clouds, in this
verse, represent His angels.

Ezekiel wrote concerning his vi-
sion, “And the glory of the God of Is-
rael was gone up from the cherub,
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whereupon He was, to the threshold
of the house. And He called to the
man clothed with linen, which had the
writer’s inkhorn by his side.”
(Ezekiel 9:3) The glory of God was
upon the cherub, or the angel. Thisis
His chosen means of transportation.

Again Ezekiel wrote, “the glory
of the Lord went up from the cherub,
and stood over the threshold of the
house; and the house was filled with
the cloud, and the court was full of
the brightness of the Lord’s glory.”
(Ezekiel 10:4) Again we see that the
Lord rides upon a cherub.

Ezekiel continues his description
of hisvision: “Then the glory of the
Lord departed from off the threshold
of the house, and stood over the
cherubims. And the cherubims lifted
up their wings, and mounted up from
the earth in my sight: when they went
out, the wheels also were beside
them, and every one stood at the door
of the east gate of the Lord’s house;
and the glory of the God of Israel was
over them above. This is the living
creature that | saw under the God of
Israel by the river of Chebar; and I
knew that they were the cherubims.”
(Ezekiel 10:18-20) Clearly we can
seethat the cherubimswere chosen to
transport the God of Israel from one
place to another.

The prophet Daniel wrote, “I saw
in the night visions, and, behold, one
like the Son of man came with the
clouds of heaven, and came to the
Ancient of days, and they brought
Him near before Him.”” (Daniel 7:13)
Here we see that the Son of God uses
the angelsto be transported from one
placeto another. The clouds of heaven
inthisverse, aswe have aready seen,
represent the angels of God.

The gift of the Spirit

Daysafter Christ’ sascensioninto
heaven God gave His disciples the
gift of His Spirit in great measure.
Luke wrote, “And when the day of
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Pentecost was fully come, they were
all with one accord in one place. And
suddenly there came a sound from
heaven as of a rushing mighty wind,
and it filled all the house where they
were sitting. And there appeared unto
them cloven tongues like as of fire,
and it sat upon each of them. And they
were all filled with the Holy Ghost,
and began to speak with other
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utter-
ance.” (Acts 2:1-4) Could the sound
they heard have been the sound of an-
gels, wings? Could the cloven
tongues of fire have represented the
angelsthat were made aflaming fire?
(Psalm 104:4; Hebrews 1:7)

Olive trees and a
candlestick

God gave Zechariah a very inter-
esting vision which sheds wonderful
light on the ministry of angels. Zech-
ariah described it: “the
angel that talked with
me came again, and
waked me, as a man
that is wakened out of
his sleep, And said unto
me, What seest thou? And | said, |
have looked, and behold a candle-
stick all of gold, with a bowl upon the
top of it, and his seven lamps thereon,
and seven pipes to the seven lamps,
which are upon the top thereof.”
(Zechariah 4:1, 2) What does a can-
dlestick represent?

Christ explained to John, “The
mystery of the seven stars which thou
sawest in my right hand, and the
seven golden candlesticks. The seven
stars are the angels of the seven
churches: and the seven candlesticks
which thou sawest are the seven
churches.” (Revelation 1:20) Can-
dlesticks represent churches. What
are churches? They are groups of
people. The candlesticks represent
God'’ s people.

Zechariah continued explaining
his vision. He wrote, “And two olive
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trees by it [the candlestick], one upon
the right side of the bowl, and the
other upon the left side thereof.”
(Zechariah 4:3) When the angel that
talked with Zechariah explained the
meaning of these two olive trees, he
said, “These are the two anointed
ones, that stand by the Lord of the
whole earth.” (Zechariah 4:14) The
two olive trees are the two anointed
ones (cherubs) that stand before the
Lord.

The cherubs are anointed as de-
scribed by the prophet Ezekiel.
“Thou art the anointed cherub that
covereth; and I have set thee so: thou
wast upon the holy mountain of God;
thou hast walked up and down in the
midst of the stones of fire.” (Ezekiel
28:14) The anointed ones are cher-
ubs, or angels.

Theangel that talked with Zecha-
riah began hisinterpretation of thevi-
&.  sion by informing him,
“This is the word of
{ the Lord unto
Zerubbabel, saying,
Not by might, nor by
power, but by my spirit,
saith the Lord of hosts.” (Zechariah
4:6) Thisvision was given to explain
how God' s Spirit is received.

The angel queried Zechariah,
“What are these two olive trees upon
the right side of the candlestick and
upon the left side thereof? And I an-
swered again, and said unto him,
What be these two olive branches
which through the two golden pipes
empty the golden oil out of them-
selves?” (Zechariah 4:11, 12) The
two olive trees, God’s angels, empty
out of themselves the golden ail,
God's Spirit, into the bowls of the
candlestick, or the minds of God's
people. God has chosen that His
Spirit comesto usthrough theangelic
host. If you remember in Job 37:2, 3,
the Lord directs His lightning (light
for doctrine) unto the angels, who, in
turn, empty themselvesinto us.
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This truth was explained in the
first verse of Revelation. John wrote,
“The Revelation of Jesus Christ,
which God gave unto Him, to shew
unto His servants things which must
shortly come to pass; and He sent and
signified it by His angel unto His ser-
vant John.” (Revelation 1:1) The Fa-
ther gave arevelation of Jesus Christ
toHisSon, who, inturn, gaveittoHis
angel, who finally was sent to bring it
to John. God has chosen to use this
chain of revelation, from the Father,
to His Son, to His angels, to His peo-
ple, who share it with other people.

Paul wrote that even humans can
impart God's Spirit to others after it
has been imparted to them. *“He
therefore that ministereth to you the
Spirit, and worketh miracles among
you, doeth he it by the works of the
law, or by the hearing of faith?”
(Galatians 3:5) Job said, “To whom
hast thou uttered words? and whose
spirit came from thee?”” (Job 26:4)
We have an influence upon people by
our words and actions. In thisway we
minister spirit to others. The spirit we
minister depends upon whose spiritis
leading us. Whose spirit is coming
forth from you?

Conclusion

We have seen that God's angels
bring us His word, they record our
thoughts and actions, they strengthen
us, they bring us His Spirit, and they
are the chariots of God. Now we can
better understand what David meant
when hewrote, “I will abide in thy ta-
bernacle for ever: | will trust in the
covert of thy wings. Selah.” (Psalm
61:4) And again, “How excellent is
thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore
the children of men put their trust un-
der the shadow of thy wings.” (Psalm
36:7) | pray that we would all put our
trust under the shadow of God's
wings, for Heiswell ableto preserve
us. 25
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Gospel Order

by Allen Stump

Do you have it in your home?

Many ayoung man has enlisted in the military ser-
vice thinking to escape from the rules of his father.
However, very quickly he finds out that he cannot es-
cape rules. Rules, rules, rules; lifeisfull of rules!

Those who have had an opportunity to enter mili-
tary service know that one thing is learned very
quickly: there is a “chain of command” and it is fol-
lowed with precisedetail. Thegeneral at thetop ishead
over themajor. Themajor ishead over the captain. The
captain is head over the sergeant. The sergeant is head
over the private, etc.

Every army must have order to be successful. Did
you know that God’ sarmy, His church, isto have gos-
pel order? The Apostle Paul clearly definesthe basis of
gospel order. Writing to the church at Corinth, he
states:

“But | would have you know, that the head of every
man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man;
and the head of Christ is God.” (1 Corinthians 11:3)

The man is to acknowledge Christ as his Lord and
Master; the woman, while recognizing the supremacy
of Christ asLord over all, isrequired to acknowledge
that in domestic life she is placed under the guidance
and protection of man. Christ is represented as recog-
nizing God as head. Let us look at this order in more
detail.

The head of every man is Christ

The Bible clearly explains why man should allow
the divine Son of God to be his head. First, the Bible
teachesthat God created thisworld, including man, by
His Son.

Paul wrote that God, ““Hath in these last days spo-
ken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of
all things, by whom also he made the worlds.” (He-
brews 1:2)

The creature always owes its creator worship and
allegiance. So Christ isour head by virtue of Hisbeing
our Creator.
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Second, Jesus is our head because He is our Re-
deemer! After sin, Satan claimed mankind as his sub-
jects. God would buy back His creation by sending His
divine Son to die for man and redeem him from the
devil:

“But when the fulness of the time was come, God
sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the
law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we
might receive the adoption of sons.” (Galatians 4:4, 5)

Because of His loving sacrifice for man, God has
decreed, “That at the name of Jesus every knee should
bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and
things under the earth. And that every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.”” (Philippians 2:10, 11)

All service and submission in true gospel order is
totally voluntary. Christ forces no man to obey Him.
He simply says, “Follow me.” Isaiah wrote of Christ:
“He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall
gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his
bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with
young.” (Isaiah 40:11)

The head of the woman is man

Before sin, perfect love reigned between Adam
and Eve. Sin destroyed the perfect order of Eden and
confusion dominated. God saw the necessity, for the
good of both the man and woman, of having the man
lead thewoman. God told Eve: “... thy desire shall be
to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.” (Genesis
3:16)

Paul wrote: “But | suffer not a woman to teach, nor
to usurp authority over the man.” (1 Timothy 2:12)
“Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as
unto the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife,
even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the
saviour of the body. Therefore as the church is subject
unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands.”
(Ephesians 5:22-24)

Please note that this dependence does not in any
way imply the slightest degree of degradation. Even
among equalsthereisahead. A committee of people of
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equal rank still selects a chairman. In verse 21 Paul
writes: “Submitting yourselves one to another in the
fear of God.” The husband and wife are to work as a
team making the decisions of life for the family to-
gether. Y et, when they cannot reach an agreement after
praying for the wisdom of God, thewifeisto submit to
the decision of the husband. Thisshewill do willingly
if the husband has loved her ““as Christ also loved the
church.” (Verse 25) Shewill find it easy to respect the
decisions of her husband when he respects her as his
divinely appointed partner and not some doormat to be
trampled upon.

God does not tell husbandsto order their wives. In-
stead He commands husbands, “love your wives.”
(Verse 25) Husbands are ““to love their wives as their
own bodies.” (Verse 28)

God has given wives good instruction. Paul wrote,
“Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as
it is fit in the Lord.” (Colossians 3:18) The wifeisto
submit to her husband. Does this mean that the wife
should submit to her husband even if he asks her to
commit sin against God? Notice the verse saysfor the
wifeto submit to her husband “as it is fit in the Lord.”
Certainly it is not “fit in the Lord” for a wife to sin
against God for the sake of obeying her husband. “We
ought to obey God rather than men.”” (Acts 5:29)

The analogy of the church being abrideto Christis
quite important for husbands to understand. Christ
loved the church and gave Himself for it. Jesusiswor-
thy of the love and devotion of the church. Only asthe
husband loves his wife as Jesus loves the church, will
shejoyfully submit to him.

When both the father and mother are in gospel or-
der with each other, and with Christ and God, they will
find it much easier to have their children under gospel
order because they will not provoke their children to
wrath. Asthe parentsfirst find gospel order workingin
their lives, the children will desire to honor and respect
them as the fifth commandment instructs them to.

The Head of Christ is God

It may at first seem odd that Paul would write that
God isthehead of Christ. The most popular conception
of the Godhead teaches that there are three, eterna, to-
tally equal beings: God the Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Spirit. Thisteaching isusually called the
Trinity. If the Father and His Son aretotally equal, why
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is Christ said to be subordinate to the Father? Does the
Bible really teach one God in three persons, the Trin-
ity?

L et us notice some very clear statements from the
Scriptures. “But to us there is but one God, the Father,
of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him.”
(1 Corinthians 8:6) Paul saysthat thereis ““one God,”
not Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, but *““the Father.” He
sayswe have “one Lord Jesus Christ.”” Paul, writing to
Timothy, declared: ““For there is one God, and one me-
diator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”
(1 Timothy 2:5) Jesusis not said to be the ““one God,”
but rather to bethe “mediator between God and men.”

The confusion is partly due to the unscriptura be-
lief that Jesus only became the Son of God during the
incarnation at Bethlehem. This teaching is not to be
found anywhere in the Bible. The eighth chapter of
Proverbs speaks of Christ under the symbol of wisdom
and clearly teaches that in eternity past, God brought
forth His divine Son. (See verses 22-30.) Jesus said
that ““...God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.”” (John
3:16) If the Scriptures declare that God sent His Son
into theworld, then He had to have had a Son to send.

The basis of al earthly sons honoring their fathers
isin the gospel order between our heavenly Father and
His Son. Jesus acknowledged the Father as His God.
“Jesus saith unto her [Mary], Touch me not; for I am
not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren,
and say unto them, | ascend unto my Father, and your
Father; and to my God, and your God.” (John 20:17)
“And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud
voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to
say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”’
(Matthew 27:46) Paul called the Father “the God of our
Lord Jesus Christ.” (Ephesians 1:3) To show the ex-
alted position of Christ, Paul, writing in Hebrews,
guotes Psalm 45:6, 7: “But unto the Son he saith, Thy
throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righ-
teousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. Thou hast
loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God,
even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of glad-
ness above thy fellows.” (Hebrews 1:8, 9) Jesushas ““by
inheritance obtained”” the name “God.” (Hebrews 1:4,
8) However, while the Father is called the God of Jesus
Christ, Jesusis never called the God of the Father!

Page 9



Wresen# (Cmﬂ;

Even though Christ has been elevated to sit equal
with the Father on the throne of the universe, thereisa
willing subjection of the Son to His Father. When the
great controversy isover and al sin destroyed, the Son
turns everything over to the Father.

“Then cometh the end, when he shall have deliv-
ered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he
shall have put down all rule and all authority and
power. For he [Christ] must reign, till he [the Father]
hath put all enemies under his feet. The last enemy that
shall be destroyed is death. For he [the Father] hath
put all things under his [Christ’s] feet. But when he
saith all things are put under him, it is manifest that he
is excepted, which did put all things under him. And
when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall
the Son also himself be subject unto him [the Father]
that put all things under him, that God may be all in
all.”” (1 Corinthians 15:24-28)

Jesustold us the importance of knowing gospel or-
der and the relationship between the Father and Him-
self when He said: “And this is life eternal, that they
might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
whom thou hast sent.”” (John 17:3) It is dangerous to
accept afalseview of gospel order about the Father and
the Son. John wrote: ““Who is a liar but he that denieth
that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth
the Father and the Son.” (1 John 2:22)

Friend, we will al obey rules whether we want to
or not. We will either obey God’s rules, and be in the
order of heaven or wewill obey Satan’ srules, and bein
the disorder of hell.

Knowing God and His only begotten Son isthe ba-
sis of all gospel order. There is much more about the
Bible teaching of gospel order. As the priest of the
home, pleasewriteor call for moreinformation. &<

FKettens

We appreciate and encourage your comments and
suggestions. The following are a few letters that we
have received from the readers of Present Truth.

“Would you please send me 10 copies of Pres-

(We have fulfilled your request. The article you requested
is printed in this month’s issue. Editor)

“Dear Friends, | am sending you some of our tithe
money which | hope you can useto spread God' s

ent Truth on 2 Peter 1:12 for January 1999. It is I"_‘_ — _J trueword. | love your mailings and found every-

about knowing who God is, entitled ‘ The Impor-

tance of Knowing the Truth about God.” | faeee?

would appreciateit very much. | wouldalso | —

like to be on your mailing list. Thank you

very much.” Tennessee

“Please send me back issues of Present Truth—es-
pecially those dealing with—who God and His Son Je-
susis—and the Holy Spirit. And put me on the mailing
listfor Present Truth.” Tennessee

“Please send us 10 copies of the February issue of
the Present Truth magazine. It wasavery inspiring pre-
sentation of the Holy Spirit. (The Best) God is certainly
working through your ministry to win souls for Him
and bring the pure truths to the honest seekers. God
bless you always until He comes.

“P.S. I would like to see a presentation on how the
angelsare connected to bringing theHoly Spiritto us.”

Arkansas
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thing true to my understanding, except with
the information that | have, | couldn’t find
the words ‘brought forth’ to mean literally
born. I am looking forward to more of your
writings.” Tennessee

(Please read the end of page 4 and beginning of page 5
of the October, 1998 issue of Present Truth entitled “The
Truth About God.” Editor)

“Dear Friends, Again, thank you for your newslet-
ter and the inspiration that comeswith it. As promised,
please find enclosed tithe money to hel p with the publi-
cation and distribution of your newsletter. It is not
much, but every little bit helps and little can become
muchin God’ shands.” Tennessee

“We enjoy the Present Truth you are sending to us.
But the January edition is not complete. There are 2
page 1sand 2 page 2sand 2 page 7swith their back. I’'m
sure there was a mistake somewhere but wanted to call
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this to your attention. | would love to have pages
3,4,5,6.” Pennsylvania
(We do not always do things perfectly. We apologize for
the inconvenience this has caused. If anyone encounters
this problem please let us know and we will promptly
send you another copy. Editor)

“1 pray al is well with you.... | need some more
material to pass out and send in the mail. If you have a
copy of the February 1999 Present Truth send me a
copy. | gave mineaway.... If you have sometracts that
would begoodto giveaway sendmesome.” Alabama
(If you ever need extra copies of any back issues of Pres-
ent Truth please let us know. We also have several fliers
available. Editor)
“1 just completed the February 1999 issue of Pres-

ent Truth. It realy sums up what al Christianity is
based on, thetotal love of the Father. It really istoo bad
that so many are stuck not knowing the truth! I know
that only through brotherslike yourself can any change
take place. Please keep up the wonderful work! May
God'’ s Spirit continueto inspire your writings for many
years. | have gained much and will continueto read the
other issuesyou have sent.” New Jersey
“Thank you so much for the newdletter. | ook for-
ward to reading it when it arrives. Thismonth’ swases-
pecially interesting. | grew up reading the King James
Bible, and in fact was not aware that there were any
other versions until late in high school. The Church of
Christ | worship at hasvariousformats. Thisdoesmake
me uneasy, especialy that | teach Junior High Bible
school. | grew up in a single room church, no instru-
ments and no nursery etc. | feel very comfortablethere.

Here | am till trying to acclimate. | use the KJV in
class and the students have Good News, Living Bible,
NIV and some others. This at times creates a bit of dif-
ficulty in class discussion, and frustrates many of them
dueto my relentlessnessto adhering to my book'strans-
lation. If possible, | would love to get a copy of the 200
Omissions. This could very well open the eyes of my
beloved students and help them grow up with God's
words, asbest we haveto share.” Ohio

“1 have read with much interest your two most re-
centissuesof Plain [Present] Truth. Itisasubject some
of my friends and | have discussed at length in Bible
studiesover the past year. | waswonderingif | might be
ableto make copiesto distributeto them.” lowa

(We encourage you to copy any of our material.  Editor)

“Your Present Truth! Some of this stuff, | have
never seen before... Wow!” Wisconsin

“Praise the Lord. | just finished reading your pam-
phlet, * Jesus wants a God Fearing Church.” Please send
more pamphl etsregarding you, where you meet, Amer-
icain Prophecy, and any and all that would help me at
thispoint.” Wisconsin

“Would you please take me off your mailing list?
I've been receiving your monthly publication and I've
found some problems with what is written in them. |
don't mean for you to take thisas an offense against you
or your beliefs. Pleaseforgivemeif it seemsthat way.”
California

Parable of the Candles

Author Unknown

There was a blackout one night. When the lights went
out, | fumbled to the closet where we keep the candles for
nightslikethis. I lit four of them. | wasturning to leave with
the large candle in my hand when | heard a voice, “Now,
hold it right there.”

“Who said that?’

“I did.” The voice was near my hand.
“Who are you? What are you?’
“I'macandle.”
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| lifted up the candle to take a closer look. There was a
tiny face in the wax.

“Don’t take me out of here!”

“What?’

“| said, don’'t take me out of thisroom.”

“What do you mean? | have to take you out. You're a
candle. Your jobisto givelight. It's dark out there.”

“But you can’'t take me out. I’'m not ready,” the candle
explained with pleading eyes. “I need more preparation.” |
couldn’t believe my ears. “More preparation?’
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“Yeah, I've decided | need to research this job of
light-giving so | won’t go out and make abunch of mistakes.
You'd be surprised how distorted the glow of an untrained
candlecan be....”

“All right then,” | said. “Y ou’'re not the only candle on
the shelf. I'll blow you out and take the others!”

But right then | heard other voices, “We aren’t going

your job isto light dark places!”
“Well, that may be what you think,” said the first

| took a step back and considered the absurdity of it all.
Four perfectly healthy candles singing to each other about
light but refusing to come out of the closet.
Hereisaquestion for you. When was the last time you
shared the gospel with someone? Thisworld isfull of dark-
ness, with many people stumbling around trying to find
their way. You can be alight for them, and believe me,

something as simple as sharing your faith, to just asmile
across the room, to a quick hello to aforgotten friend.

either!” | turned to the other candles, “ Y ou are candles and r! i !2 there's a light waiting for you. It can all happen with

one, “You may think we have to go, but I’'m busy. I'm
meditating on the importance of light. It sreally enlighten-
ing....”

“And you other two,” | asked, “are you going to stay
too?’

A snhort, fat, purple candle with plump cheeks spoke up.
“I’mwaiting to get my lifetogether. I’ m not stable enough.”

The last candle had afemale voice, very pleasant to the
ear. “I'd liketo help,” she explained, “but lighting the dark-
nessisnot my gift. I'masinger. | sing to other candlesto en-
courage them to burn more brightly.”

She began a rendition of “This Little Light of Mine.”
The other threejoined in, filling the closet with singing....

“You are the light of the world. A city on a hill can-
not be hid. Neither do men light a candle and put it under a
bushel, but on a lampstand; and it giveth light unto all that
are in the house. Let your light so shine before men that they
may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is
in Heaven.” (Matthew 5:14-16) 25
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