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Dear Readers, April 1999

“Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the
Father, in truth and love.” (2 John 3) I pray you are doing well and that you have been blessed by the studies that
have been presented in these papers. We would like to extend the invitation to you to contact us with your concerns, 
comments, or suggestions. We are always happy to hear from you. If there is a particular subject you would like to
see published in this newsletter please write and let us know. This month we are printing two studies on subjects
that have been specifically requested by our readers. We pray that they will be a blessing to you.

Arizona Campmeeting Notice: “The Church at Wilhoit” is having a campmeeting May 7-15 in Wilhoit,
Arizona (about 1½ hours Northwest of Phoenix). Campmeetings are one the most enjoyable times of the year so we 
hope you will plan on being there. We are certain you will gain a rich blessing by attending with your family. The
first meeting will be May 7th at 7 p.m. with the remaining meetings to begin at 10 a.m. on the 8th and will continue
until Sabbath evening on the 15th of May. Doug Goslin and Lynnford Beachy will be among the speakers at this
campmeeting. Call (520) 442- 9868 and ask for Kim to receive detailed information. I’ll see you at campmeeting!

The Nature of the
Judgment

by Stephen N. Haskell

The judg ment is spo ken of by ev ery Bi ble writer. It
is men tioned over a thou sand times in the Sa cred Writ -
ings. It is more sol emn than death; for death sep a rates
friends only un til the res ur rec tion, but the judg ment
sep a rates them for ever. No one can es cape it. To ig nore 
the thought of the judg ment and live with out pre par ing
for it, will not evade it. Sol o mon rec og nized this fact
when he wrote, “Re joice, O young man, in thy youth,
and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth,
and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of
thine eyes: but know thou, that for all these things God
will bring thee into judg ment.” (Ec cle si as tes 11:9)

The de ci sions of earthly courts may of ten be
changed by money and friends, and the guilty may be

re leased; but not so in the heav enly court. There ev ery
one must meet the re cord of his own life. “Ev ery one...
shall give ac count of him self to God.” (Romans 14:12)
Earthly par ents have been known to sac ri fice ev ery -
thing they pos sessed to save one child from the con -
dem na tion of earthly courts. Think you our heav enly
Fa ther would let Sa tan de stroy all his earthly chil dren
with out an ef fort to save them? He risked all heaven for 
their sakes. “God so loved the world, that He gave His
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only be got ten Son, that who so ever be liev eth in Him
should not per ish, but have ev er last ing life.” (John
3:16) No hu man be ing can face his life re cord in the
books of heaven, and es cape con dem na tion, un less be -
lief in Christ and a love for His ser vice is a part of that
re cord.

Christ, the heav enly Ad vo cate, will plead the cases
of all who have given Him their sins. He says, “I, even
I, am He that blotteth out thy trans gres sions for My
own sake, and will not re mem ber thy sins.” (Isa iah
43:25) The life re cord, scar let with sins and wretch ed -
ness, the Sav iour cov ers with the spot less robe of His
righ teous ness; and the Judge, look ing upon it, sees
only the sac ri fice of His Son, and the re cord is, “Ac -
cepted in the Be loved.” Who can re ject such in fi nite
love?

The judg ment in volves, first, the in ves ti ga tion of
ev ery case, the tes ti mony of wit nesses, and the plea of
the Ad vo cate, if there is an ad vo cate. Then co mes the
de ci sion of the court; af ter that fol lows the ex e cu tion of 
the sen tence ren dered by the court. A just sen tence can -
not be ren dered in any court un til the wit nesses have
borne their tes ti mony; for that rea son a just sen tence
can not be ex e cuted upon an in di vid ual at death.

Through their writ ings, Payne and Vol taire have
made more in fi dels since their death than while liv ing.
A just sen tence could not be passed upon
them un til the re cord of the lives of those
who had been lost through their in flu ence, 
ap peared as wit nesses in their case. On
the other hand, the in flu ence of the righ -
teous is like the waves on the sur face of
the lake, which con tinue to widen un til
they reach the shore. Abel, “be ing dead,
yet speaketh.” (He brews 11:4) Wycliffe, that fear less
man of God, could not have been judged at the close of
his life, for thou sands have been en light ened by the in -
flu ence of his life since his voice was hushed in death.

If the Bi ble re cord were si lent upon this point, it
would still be ap par ent at a glance that the judg ment
could not be held be fore the last gen er a tion had lived
their life; but the Bi ble is not si lent. The date of the
open ing of this great tri bu nal was re vealed by the Lord
thou sands of years be fore it took place. Pe ter taught the 
same truth. “Re pent ye there fore, and be con verted,
that your sins may be blot ted out, when the times of re -
fresh ing shall come from the pres ence of the Lord; and 
He shall send Je sus Christ, which be fore was preached 

unto you.” (Acts 3:19, 20) The sins will be blot ted out
just be fore the com ing of the Lord.

The in ves ti ga tive judg ment is an ex am i na tion of
the life re cord kept in heaven. Dan iel says that when
the judg ment was set, “the books were opened.” (Dan -
iel 7:9, 10) There are sev eral books men tioned in con -
nec tion with the re cords of heaven. The book of
re mem brance re cords even the thoughts of the heart.
(Malachi 3:16) How just and mer ci ful is our God that
He takes cog ni zance of it when we only think upon His
name! Of ten when pressed by temp ta tion, our souls cry 
out af ter the liv ing God, and a faith ful re cord is kept of
it all. Many deeds are done in dark ness, hid den from
even the most in ti mate as so ci ates; but when the books
of heaven are opened, God “will bring to light the hid -
den things of dark ness, and will make man i fest the
coun sels of the heart.” (1 Co rin thi ans 4:5) “For God
shall bring ev ery work into judg ment, with ev ery se cret 
thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.” (Ec -
cle si as tes 12:14) Not only the deeds are re corded, but
the mo tives or coun sels of the heart that prompted the
deed; and of the bit ter tears of re pen tance shed in se cret 
the Lord says, Are they not all in My book?

Our daily con ver sa tion, the words spo ken with out
thought, we may count of lit tle worth, but “ev ery idle
word that men shall speak, they shall give ac count

thereof in the day of judg ment: for by thy
words thou shalt be jus ti fied, and by the
words thou shalt be con demned.” (Mat -
thew 12:36, 37) Words are the in dex of
the heart, “for out of the abun dance of
the heart the mouth speaketh.” (Mat -
thew 12:34) The place of birth and the

en vi ron ment, ev ery thing that can in any
way in flu ence the life re cord, is all re corded in the
books of heaven. (Psalm 87:4-6)

The most won der ful book of all the heav enly re -
cords that per tain to hu man ity, is the book of life. This
book con tains the names of all who have pro fessed the
name of Christ. (Philippians 4:3) To have one’s name
re corded in that book is the high est honor given to mor -
tals. (Luke 10:19, 20)

It is a source of great re joic ing to know that our
names are writ ten in heaven, (Luke 10:20) but the life
must be in har mony with heav enly things if our names
are to re main with the righ teous. The names of the
wicked do not re main in the book of life; (Ex o dus
32:33; Rev e la tion 13:8; 17:8) they are writ ten in the
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earth; (Jer e miah 17:13) for all their hopes and af fec -
tions have clung to earthly things. When the cases of
all whose hearts are the dwell ing-place of the Most
High and whose lives show forth His char ac ter, come
up in the heav enly court, Je sus Christ the righ teous will 
be their Ad vo cate. (1 John 2:1) He will con fess their
names be fore the Fa ther and be fore the an gels. Their
sins will be blot ted out, and their names re tained in the
book of life; and they will be clothed with the white rai -
ment of Christ’s righ teous ness. (Rev e la tion 3:5)

On the day of atone ment in the typ i cal ser vice only
those sins that have been con fessed and trans ferred to
the sanc tu ary through the sin-offering, were car ried out 
and laid upon the head of the scape goat. In the in ves ti -
ga tive judg ment, only the cases of those who have con -
fessed their sins will be in ves ti gated. Their names will
be in the book of life, and Pe ter states, “Judg ment must
be gin at the house of God; and if it first be gins at us
what shall the end be of them that obey not the gos pel
of God?” (1 Pe ter 4:17) The cases of those who have
not served God will go by de fault. There will be no one
to pres ent them. They have no ad vo cate in the heav enly 
court.

Sad in deed will be the state of those who have
started on the heav enly way, but af ter ex pe ri enc ing the
joy of sins for given and the peace of God in the heart,
have re turned to the world and its fol lies. Their names
have been writ ten in the book of life, and their cases
will be pre sented, but only to have the sen tence, “Un -
faith ful,” passed upon them, and their names blot ted
for ever from the book of life.

When the Sav iour co mes in the clouds of heaven,
He will give re ward to the righ teous; but fi nal judg -
ment upon the wicked can not yet be ex e cuted, for all
are to be judged “out of those things which are writ ten
in the books, ac cord ing to their works.” (Rev e la tion
20:12)

Dur ing the thou sand years fol low ing the sec ond
ad vent of Christ to the earth, the righ teous will join
with Christ in judg ing the wicked. (Rev e la tion 20:4;
1 Co rin thi ans 6:2, 3) Then the jus tice of God in con -
demn ing the wicked will be dem on strated be fore all.
The fact that they had no part in the first, or in ves ti ga -
tive judg ment, that their names were not in the book of
life, and no one rep re sented them in the court of
heaven, is suf fi cient to con demn them. The books of
heaven, con tain ing a faith ful re cord of their lives, con -
demn them. The wit ness of the an gels who have kept

the re cord also con demns them; but with all that ev i -
dence, God has each name con sid ered by the saints
from the earth.

There will be many among the lost who have been
ac counted righ teous; and if they should be de stroyed
with out an ex am i na tion of the re cords by the saints,
there might be oc ca sion to ques tion the jus tice of God;
but when the re cords re veal how some have worked
from self ish mo tives, and oth ers have been guilty of
cher ished sins cov ered from the view of their fel -
low-men, the aw ful ness of sin and the long suf fer ing of
God will be ap pre ci ated.

The Sav iour said that those who had fol lowed Him
while here on earth would judge the twelve tribes of Is -
rael. (Mat thew 19:27, 28) Then when the re cords re -
veal ing the fact that the chief priests cried, “Cru cify
Him! cru cify Him!” are opened in heaven, John, who
fol lowed his Lord through that cruel trial, will be able
to say, “I heard them speak the aw ful words.”

As the long list of names is brought in re view, the
saints can ap pear as wit nesses. When the ty rant Nero’s
name co mes up and the re cord states how he tor tured
the saints of God, wit nesses will be there who can say,
“We are the ones who were burned to light his gar den.” 
Re deemed ones gath ered out of ev ery age will sit in
judg ment on the cases of the wicked, and the pun ish -
ment will be meted out to each one ac cord ing to his
works.

In the day of judg ment, God will call to the heav ens 
above. He will call for the re cords that have been pre -
served by an gels,—re cords of men’s lives, of the
words they have spo ken, of the deeds they have done;
even the most se cret acts will then be called upon to
bear tes ti mony, for “our God shall come, and shall not
keep si lence; a fire shall de vour be fore Him, and it
shall be very tem pes tu ous round about Him. He shall
call to the heav ens from above, and to the earth, that
He may judge His peo ple.” There is one class of peo ple 
who will then be gath ered. He says, “Gather My saints
to gether unto Me; those that have made a cov e nant
with Me by sac ri fice. And the heav ens shall de clare
His righ teous ness: for God is judge Him self.” (Psalm
50:3-6)

This day of God’s in ves ti ga tive judg ment must oc -
cur be fore the sec ond com ing of Christ, and the
executive part of it will take place af ter the close of
pro ba tion, af ter the wit nesses have borne their tes ti -
mony.
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When the judg ment of the wicked closes, the
saints, the an gels, and all the uni verse will be in har -
mony with the de ci sions ren dered. At the end of the
thou sand years, when fire from heaven de vours the
wicked as “stub ble fully dry,” (Nahum 1:9, 10) all the
uni verse will say, “Even so, Lord God Al mighty, true
and righ teous are Thy judg ments.” (Rev e la tion 16:7)

The Three Books of Judgment
1. Book of Life
Luke 10:20. Names writ ten in heaven.

Luke 10:19, 20. To be en rolled in the book of life is the
high est honor given mor tals.

Philippians 4:3. Names of faith ful work ers re corded.

Ex o dus 32:33. The names of those that cling to sin will be
re moved.

Rev e la tion 3:5. Names of the faith ful re tained.

Rev e la tion 13:8; 17:8. Wicked are not re corded.

Rev e la tion 20:15. None will be saved whose names are not
re corded in the book of life.

Isa iah 4:3, mar gin.

Psalm 69:28; Ezekiel 13:9.

He brews 12:23; Dan iel 12:1.

2. Book of Remembrance
Malachi 3:16. Re cords ev ery word.

Mat thew 12:36, 37. Idle words.

Psalm 56:8. Tears of re pen tance.

Psalm 87:4-6. Birth place and en vi ron ments.

Ec cle si as tes 12:13, 14. Ev ery se cret act.

1 Co rin thi ans 4:5. Coun sels of the heart.

3. Book of Death
Jer e miah 17:13. Those that for sake God are writ ten in the
earth.

Jer e miah 2:22. Sins all re corded.

Job 14:17. Sins sealed up.

Deu ter on omy 32:32-36. This sins of the wicked are all “laid
up in store” un til the day of judg ment.

Ho sea 13:12. Sin bound up. ?

(This ar ti cle was slightly ed ited from its orig i nal which was
taken from pages 230-238 of the book en ti tled The Cross and Its
Shadow, by Ste phen N. Haskell, pub lished in 1914 by The Bi ble
Training School, South Lan cas ter, Mas sa chu setts.)

Page 4 Study to show thyself approved unto God April 1999

The Ministry of the Angels
by Lynnford Beachy

For many years the ex is tence of
an gels has been ques tioned. Our first
par ents, Adam and Eve, were well
aware of the fact that an gels ex ist.
The Bi ble informs us that God placed
Cherubim (an gels) at the en trance of
the Gar den of Eden to keep any one
from en ter ing. For many years these
an gels were vis i ble to man kind as a
wit ness of the aw ful re sults of sin. In
those days there was no ques tion of
the ex is tence of an gels. How ever, to -
day we do not have a vis i ble man i fes -
ta tion of an gels for all to be hold,
which has caused some to ques tion
their ex is tence. Yet, what does the
Bi ble have to say about this?

Even among those who be lieve
that an gels ex ist there are mis un der -
stand ings re gard ing who they are.
Some have main tained that an gels are 
spir its of dead peo ple. Is this true?
You will no tice that the first time an -
gels ap peared to man kind (in the Gar -
den of Eden) was many years be fore
any one had ever died, not to men tion
the fact that “the dead know not any
thing.” (Ec cle si as tes 9:5) There fore
it is im pos si ble for an gels to be the
spir its of dead peo ple.

Through out the Bi ble we find in -
stances where an gels have ap peared
to men. God has of ten sent His an gels 
to en cour age, strengthen, en lighten,

or warn His peo ple. Do an gels have
any thing to do with the events in your 
daily life? Do you have a per sonal
guard ian an gel who has been ap -
pointed by God to pro tect you?

This study is de signed to ex am ine 
what the Bi ble says con cern ing the
work of an gels in our lives. I pray that 
you will be blessed by hav ing a more
ac cu rate un der stand ing of the good -
ness of God in pro vid ing us with the
ben e fit of the min is try of an gels.

Let us first look at a few words
and phrases used in the Bi ble that re -
fer to an gels.
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The eyes of the Lord
The phrase, “the eyes of the

Lord” has been used sev eral times in
the Bi ble re fer ring to an gels. Zech a -
riah was shown a vi sion in which he
be held a stone with seven eyes.

“For be hold the stone that I have
laid be fore Joshua; upon one stone
shall be seven eyes: be hold, I will en -
grave the graving thereof, saith the
Lord of hosts, and I will re move the
in iq uity of that land in one day.”
(Zech a riah 3:9) What are these seven
eyes that are upon the rock?

John was shown a vi sion in
which he be held seven eyes as well.
He wrote, “And I be held, and, lo, in
the midst of the throne and of the four
beasts, and in the midst of the el ders,
stood a Lamb as it had been slain,
hav ing seven horns and seven eyes,
which are the seven Spirits of God
sent forth into all the earth.” (Rev e la -
tion 5:6) The seven eyes are the seven 
Spirits of God that are sent forth into
all the earth. Who are the seven
Spirits of God?

The writer of He brews states:
“But to which of the an gels said He at 
any time, Sit on my right hand, un til I
make thine en e mies thy foot stool?
Are they not all min is ter ing spir its,
sent forth to min is ter for them who
shall be heirs of sal va tion?” (He -
brews 1:13, 14) The an gels of God
are min is ter ing spir its sent forth to
min is ter.

In the first chap ter of Rev e la tion
John informs us that the seven Spirits
are be fore God’s throne. He wrote,
“John to the seven churches which
are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and
peace, from Him which is, and which
was, and which is to come; and from
the seven Spirits which are be fore His 
throne.” (Rev e la tion 1:4) The seven
Spirits are be fore the throne God.

John also saw that “all the an gels 
stood round about the throne.” (Rev -
e la tion 7:11) John “heard the voice of 

many an gels round about the
throne… and the num ber of them was
ten thou sand times ten thou sand, and
thou sands of thou sands.” (Rev e la -
tion 5:11) Many an gels are round
about God’s throne. The seven Spirits 
that are be fore God’s throne are the
mul ti tude of an gels; min is ter ing spir -
its sent forth into all the earth.

Zech a riah wrote con cern ing the
eyes of the Lord: “For who hath de -
spised the day of small things? for
they shall re joice, and shall see the
plum met in the hand of
Zerubbabel with those
seven [re fer ring to
Zech a riah 3:9]; they
are the eyes of the
Lord, which run
to and fro through the whole 
earth.” (Zech a riah 4:10) The seven
eyes (or the host of an gels) run to and
fro through the whole earth. This un -
doubt edly re fers to the an gels.

We see the same lan guage used in 
the sec ond book of Chron i cles: “For
the eyes of the Lord run to and fro
through out the whole earth, to shew
Him self strong in the be half of them
whose heart is per fect to ward Him.”
(2 Chronicles 16:9) The eyes of the
Lord, spo ken of here, are His an gels
that run to and fro through out the
whole earth to help those whose heart 
is per fect to ward Him.

The recording angels
Not only do God’s faith ful an gels 

watch over and pro tect us, but they
have an other duty. “The eyes of the
Lord are in ev ery place, be hold ing
the evil and the good.” (Prov erbs
15:3) God’s an gels faith fully re cord
both the evil and the good that we do.

The an gels of God are able to re -
cord more than we might think. Sol o -
mon wrote con cern ing this: “Curse
not the king, no not in thy thought;
and curse not the rich in thy bed -
chamber: for a bird of the air shall
carry the voice, and that which

hath 1167 wings 3671 shall tell the mat -
ter.” (Ec cle si as tes 10:20) This verse
tells us that even the thoughts that we
think are be ing re corded by the an -
gels. The He brew word that was
trans lated “wings” of ten rep re sents
the an gels, as we will see in more de -
tail later.

“Surely in vain the net is spread
in the sight of any bird 1167 3671 [Mar -
gin: in the eyes of ev ery thing that
hath 1167 wings 3671].” (Prov erbs
1:17) In vain the net is spread be fore
us in the sight of God’s an gels.

We can see how this prin ci ple
was dem on strated
for Elisha. “And

when the ser vant of
the man of God was

risen early, and gone forth, be -
hold, an host com passed the city

both with horses and char i ots. And
his ser vant said unto him, Alas, my
mas ter! how shall we do? And he an -
swered, Fear not: for they that be
with us are more than they that be
with them. And Elisha prayed, and
said, Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes,
that he may see. And the Lord opened
the eyes of the young man; and he
saw: and, be hold, the moun tain was
full of horses and char i ots of fire
round about Elisha.” (2 Kings
6:15-17) There are many an gels
work ing be hind the scenes which we
are not aware of. Thank the Lord for
His con tin ual watch-care over us.

“Hear at ten tively the noise of His 
voice, and the sound that goeth out of
His mouth. He directeth it un der the
whole heaven, and His light ning 216

[“light for doc trine, teach ing,”* “il lu -
mi na tion”**] unto the ends of 3671

[Mar gin: wings] the earth.” (Job
37:2, 3) God di rects His il lu mi na tion

* Gesenius’ He brew-Chaldee Lex i con to
the Old Tes ta ment, pub lished by Baker
Book House Com pany, Grand Rapids,
Mich i gan, Copy right 1979

** Strong’s Ex haus tive Con cor dance, re -
printed in 1992 by Baker Book House
Com pany, Grand Rapids, Mich i gan.



(light for doc trine) to His an gels, and
they bring it to us.

When God’s peo ple are in trou ble 
“they cry unto the Lord in their trou -
ble, and He saveth them out of their
dis tresses. He sent His word, and
healed them, and de liv ered them
from their de struc tions.” (Psalm
107:19, 20) How did God send His
word to de liver them? We just read,
in 2 Chron i cles 16:9, that the eyes, or
the an gels, run to and fro through out
the earth to help God’s peo ple. God
sent His word, by His an gels, to help
them.

“He sendeth forth His com mand -
ment upon earth: His word runneth
very swiftly.” (Psalm 147:15) God
sends forth His an gels with His
words, and it runs very swiftly.

“Bless the Lord, ye His an gels,
that ex cel in strength, that do His
com mand ments, hear ken ing unto the
voice of His word. Bless ye the Lord,
all ye His hosts 6635; ye min is ters of
His, that do His plea sure.” (Psalm
103:20, 21) God’s an gels are also
called His hosts, hence “The Lord of
hosts.”

The same He brew word that was
trans lated “hosts” is found in Psalm
68. “The Lord gave the word: great
was the com pany 6635 [host] of those
that pub lished it.” (Psalm 68:11) The
Lord gave His word, and His an gels
pub lished it unto us, and we in turn
are com mis sioned to preach it to the
world.

Isa iah wrote, “Woe to the land
shad ow ing with wings 3671, which is
be yond the rivers of Ethi o pia: That
sendeth am bas sa dors by the sea, even 
in ves sels of bul rushes upon the wa -
ters, say ing, Go, ye swift mes sen gers, 
to a na tion scat tered and peeled, to a
peo ple ter ri ble from their be gin ning
hith erto; a na tion meted out and trod -
den down, whose land the rivers have 
spoiled!” (Isa iah 18:1, 2) The wings,
or an gels, are swift mes sen gers.

Ezekiel was shown a vi sion in
which he heard the sound of
cherubims’ wings. He wrote, “And
the sound of the cherubims’ wings 3671

was heard even to the outer court, as
the voice of the Al mighty God when
He speaketh.” (Ezekiel 10:5) The
wings were heard, as the voice of the
Al mighty God.

The chariots of God
Psalm 18 de picts the ex pe ri ence

of Christ on the cross. When Christ
called out to His Fa ther, the Bi ble
says “He bowed the heav ens also,
and came down: and dark ness was
un der His feet. And He rode upon a
cherub [a type of an gel], and did fly:
yea, he did fly upon the wings 3671 of
the wind.” (Psalm 18:9, 10) This
verse is talk ing about God, the Fa -
ther, and says that He rode upon a
cherub; upon the wings of the wind. It 
seems strange that God would use an -
gels as trans por ta tion, yet the Bi ble
clar i fies this even more.

Da vid wrote, “The char i ots of
God are twenty thou sand, even thou -
sands of an gels: the Lord is among
them, as in Si nai, in the holy place.”
(Psalm 68:17) The char i ots of God
are a mul ti tude of an gels.

The Psalm ist wrote, “Bless the
Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God,
thou art very great; thou art clothed
with hon our and maj esty. Who
coverest thy self with light as with a
gar ment: who stretchest out the heav -
ens like a cur tain: Who layeth the
beams of His cham bers in the wa ters: 
who maketh the clouds His char iot:
who walketh upon the wings of the
wind: Who maketh His an gels spir its; 
His min is ters a flam ing fire.” (Psalm
104:1-4) If the clouds are His char i -
ots, and His char i ots are a mul ti tude
of an gels, then the clouds, in this
verse, rep re sent His an gels.

Ezekiel wrote con cern ing his vi -
sion, “And the glory of the God of Is -
rael was gone up from the cherub,

where upon He was, to the thresh old
of the house. And He called to the
man clothed with linen, which had the 
writer’s inkhorn by his side.”
(Ezekiel 9:3) The glory of God was
upon the cherub, or the an gel. This is
His cho sen means of trans por ta tion.

Again Ezekiel wrote, “the glory
of the Lord went up from the cherub,
and stood over the thresh old of the
house; and the house was filled with
the cloud, and the court was full of
the bright ness of the Lord’s glory.”
(Ezekiel 10:4) Again we see that the
Lord rides upon a cherub.

Ezekiel con tin ues his de scrip tion
of his vi sion: “Then the glory of the
Lord de parted from off the thresh old
of the house, and stood over the
cherubims. And the cherubims lifted
up their wings, and mounted up from
the earth in my sight: when they went
out, the wheels also were be side
them, and ev ery one stood at the door
of the east gate of the Lord’s house;
and the glory of the God of Is rael was
over them above. This is the liv ing
crea ture that I saw un der the God of
Is rael by the river of Chebar; and I
knew that they were the cherubims.”
(Ezekiel 10:18-20) Clearly we can
see that the cherubims were cho sen to 
trans port the God of Is rael from one
place to an other.

The prophet Dan iel wrote, “I saw 
in the night vi sions, and, be hold, one
like the Son of man came with the
clouds of heaven, and came to the
An cient of days, and they brought
Him near be fore Him.” (Dan iel 7:13) 
Here we see that the Son of God uses
the an gels to be trans ported from one
place to an other. The clouds of heaven 
in this verse, as we have al ready seen, 
rep re sent the an gels of God.

The gift of the Spirit
Days af ter Christ’s as cen sion into 

heaven God gave His dis ci ples the
gift of His Spirit in great mea sure.
Luke wrote, “And when the day of
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Pen te cost was fully come, they were
all with one ac cord in one place. And
sud denly there came a sound from
heaven as of a rush ing mighty wind,
and it filled all the house where they
were sit ting. And there ap peared unto 
them clo ven tongues like as of fire,
and it sat upon each of them. And they 
were all filled with the Holy Ghost,
and be gan to speak with other
tongues, as the Spirit gave them ut ter -
ance.” (Acts 2:1-4) Could the sound
they heard have been the sound of an -
gels, wings? Could the clo ven
tongues of fire have rep re sented the
an gels that were made a flam ing fire?
(Psalm 104:4; He brews 1:7)

Olive trees and a
candlestick

God gave Zech a riah a very in ter -
est ing vi sion which sheds won der ful
light on the min is try of an gels. Zech -
a riah de scribed it: “the
an gel that talked with
me came again, and
waked me, as a man
that is wak ened out of
his sleep, And said unto
me, What seest thou? And I said, I
have looked, and be hold a can dle -
stick all of gold, with a bowl upon the
top of it, and his seven lamps thereon, 
and seven pipes to the seven lamps,
which are upon the top thereof.”
(Zech a riah 4:1, 2) What does a can -
dle stick rep re sent?

Christ ex plained to John, “The
mys tery of the seven stars which thou
sawest in my right hand, and the
seven golden can dle sticks. The seven
stars are the an gels of the seven
churches: and the seven can dle sticks 
which thou sawest are the seven
churches.” (Rev e la tion 1:20) Can -
dle sticks rep re sent churches. What
are churches? They are groups of
peo ple. The can dle sticks rep re sent
God’s peo ple.

Zech a riah con tin ued ex plain ing
his vi sion. He wrote, “And two ol ive

trees by it [the can dle stick], one upon
the right side of the bowl, and the
other upon the left side thereof.”
(Zech a riah 4:3) When the an gel that
talked with Zech a riah ex plained the
mean ing of these two ol ive trees, he
said, “These are the two anointed
ones, that stand by the Lord of the
whole earth.” (Zech a riah 4:14) The
two ol ive trees are the two anointed
ones (cher ubs) that stand be fore the
Lord.

The cher ubs are anointed as de -
scribed by the prophet Ezekiel.
“Thou art the anointed cherub that
covereth; and I have set thee so: thou
wast upon the holy moun tain of God;
thou hast walked up and down in the
midst of the stones of fire.” (Ezekiel
28:14) The anointed ones are cher -
ubs, or an gels.

The an gel that talked with Zech a -
riah be gan his in ter pre ta tion of the vi -

sion by in form ing him,
“This is the word of

the Lord unto
Zerubbabel, say ing,

Not by might, nor by
power, but by my spirit,

saith the Lord of hosts.” (Zech a riah
4:6) This vi sion was given to ex plain
how God’s Spirit is re ceived.

The an gel que ried Zech a riah,
“What are these two ol ive trees upon
the right side of the can dle stick and
upon the left side thereof? And I an -
swered again, and said unto him,
What be these two ol ive branches
which through the two golden pipes
empty the golden oil out of them -
selves?” (Zech a riah 4:11, 12) The
two ol ive trees, God’s an gels, empty
out of them selves the golden oil,
God’s Spirit, into the bowls of the
can dle stick, or the minds of God’s
peo ple. God has cho sen that His
Spirit co mes to us through the an gelic 
host. If you re mem ber in Job 37:2, 3,
the Lord di rects His light ning (light
for doc trine) unto the an gels, who, in
turn, empty them selves into us.

This truth was ex plained in the
first verse of Rev e la tion. John wrote,
“The Rev e la tion of Je sus Christ,
which God gave unto Him, to shew
unto His ser vants things which must
shortly come to pass; and He sent and 
sig ni fied it by His an gel unto His ser -
vant John.” (Rev e la tion 1:1) The Fa -
ther gave a rev e la tion of Je sus Christ
to His Son, who, in turn, gave it to His 
an gel, who fi nally was sent to bring it
to John. God has cho sen to use this
chain of rev e la tion, from the Fa ther,
to His Son, to His an gels, to His peo -
ple, who share it with other peo ple.

Paul wrote that even hu mans can
im part God’s Spirit to oth ers af ter it
has been im parted to them. “He
there fore that ministereth to you the
Spirit, and worketh mir a cles among
you, doeth he it by the works of the
law, or by the hear ing of faith?”
(Galatians 3:5) Job said, “To whom
hast thou ut tered words? and whose
spirit came from thee?” (Job 26:4)
We have an in flu ence upon peo ple by 
our words and ac tions. In this way we 
min is ter spirit to oth ers. The spirit we 
min is ter de pends upon whose spirit is 
lead ing us. Whose spirit is com ing
forth from you?

Conclusion

We have seen that God’s an gels
bring us His word, they re cord our
thoughts and ac tions, they strengthen
us, they bring us His Spirit, and they
are the char i ots of God. Now we can
better un der stand what Da vid meant
when he wrote, “I will abide in thy ta -
ber na cle for ever: I will trust in the
co vert of thy wings. Selah.” (Psalm
61:4) And again, “How ex cel lent is
thy lovingkindness, O God! there fore
the chil dren of men put their trust un -
der the shadow of thy wings.” (Psalm 
36:7) I pray that we would all put our
trust un der the shadow of God’s
wings, for He is well able to pre serve
us. ?



Gospel Order
by Allen Stump

Do you have it in your home?
Many a young man has en listed in the mil i tary ser -

vice think ing to es cape from the rules of his fa ther.
How ever, very quickly he finds out that he can not es -
cape rules. Rules, rules, rules; life is full of rules!

Those who have had an op por tu nity to en ter mil i -
tary ser vice know that one thing is learned very
quickly: there is a “chain of com mand” and it is fol -
lowed with pre cise de tail. The gen eral at the top is head 
over the ma jor. The ma jor is head over the cap tain. The 
cap tain is head over the ser geant. The ser geant is head
over the pri vate, etc.

Ev ery army must have or der to be suc cess ful. Did
you know that God’s army, His church, is to have gos -
pel or der? The Apos tle Paul clearly de fines the ba sis of 
gos pel or der. Writ ing to the church at Cor inth, he
states:

“But I would have you know, that the head of ev ery
man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man;
and the head of Christ is God.” (1 Co rin thi ans 11:3)

The man is to ac knowl edge Christ as his Lord and
Mas ter; the woman, while rec og niz ing the su prem acy
of Christ as Lord over all, is re quired to ac knowl edge
that in do mes tic life she is placed un der the guid ance
and pro tec tion of man. Christ is rep re sented as rec og -
niz ing God as head. Let us look at this or der in more
de tail.

“The head of every man is Christ”
The Bi ble clearly ex plains why man should al low

the di vine Son of God to be his head. First, the Bi ble
teaches that God cre ated this world, in clud ing man, by
His Son.

Paul wrote that God, “Hath in these last days spo -
ken unto us by his Son, whom he hath ap pointed heir of 
all things, by whom also he made the worlds.” (He -
brews 1:2)

The crea ture al ways owes its cre ator wor ship and
al le giance. So Christ is our head by vir tue of His be ing
our Cre ator.

Sec ond, Je sus is our head be cause He is our Re -
deemer! Af ter sin, Sa tan claimed man kind as his sub -
jects. God would buy back His cre ation by send ing His
di vine Son to die for man and re deem him from the
devil:

“But when the fulness of the time was come, God
sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made un der the
law, To re deem them that were un der the law, that we
might re ceive the adop tion of sons.” (Galatians 4:4, 5)

Be cause of His lov ing sac ri fice for man, God has
de creed, “That at the name of Je sus ev ery knee should
bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and
things un der the earth. And that ev ery tongue should
con fess that Je sus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Fa ther.” (Philippians 2:10, 11)

All ser vice and sub mis sion in true gos pel or der is
to tally vol un tary. Christ forces no man to obey Him.
He sim ply says, “Fol low me.” Isa iah wrote of Christ:
“He shall feed his flock like a shep herd: he shall
gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his
bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with
young.” (Isa iah 40:11)

“The head of the woman is man”
Be fore sin, per fect love reigned be tween Adam

and Eve. Sin de stroyed the per fect or der of Eden and
con fu sion dom i nated. God saw the ne ces sity, for the
good of both the man and woman, of hav ing the man
lead the woman. God told Eve: “… thy de sire shall be
to thy hus band, and he shall rule over thee.” (Gen e sis
3:16) 

Paul wrote: “But I suf fer not a woman to teach, nor 
to usurp au thor ity over the man.” (1 Tim o thy 2:12)
“Wives, sub mit your selves unto your own hus bands, as 
unto the Lord. For the hus band is the head of the wife,
even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the
sav iour of the body. There fore as the church is sub ject
unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own hus bands.” 
(Ephe sians 5:22-24)

Please note that this de pend ence does not in any
way im ply the slight est de gree of deg ra da tion. Even
among equals there is a head. A com mit tee of peo ple of 
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equal rank still se lects a chair man. In verse 21 Paul
writes: “Sub mitting your selves one to an other in the
fear of God.” The hus band and wife are to work as a
team mak ing the de ci sions of life for the fam ily to -
gether. Yet, when they can not reach an agree ment af ter 
pray ing for the wis dom of God, the wife is to sub mit to
the de ci sion of the hus band. This she will do  will ingly
if the hus band has loved her “as Christ also loved the
church.” (Verse 25) She will find it easy to re spect the
de ci sions of her hus band when he re spects her as his
di vinely ap pointed part ner and not some door mat to be
tram pled upon.

God does not tell hus bands to or der their wives. In -
stead He com mands hus bands, “love your wives.”
(Verse 25) Hus bands are “to love their wives as their
own bod ies.” (Verse 28)

God has given wives good in struc tion. Paul wrote,
“Wives, sub mit your selves unto your own hus bands, as 
it is fit in the Lord.” (Colossians 3:18) The wife is to
sub mit to her hus band. Does this mean that the wife
should sub mit to her hus band even if he asks her to
com mit sin against God? No tice the verse says for the
wife to sub mit to her hus band “as it is fit in the Lord.”
Cer tainly it is not “fit in the Lord” for a wife to sin
against God for the sake of obey ing her hus band. “We
ought to obey God rather than men.” (Acts 5:29)

The anal ogy of the church be ing a bride to Christ is
quite im por tant for hus bands to un der stand. Christ
loved the church and gave Him self for it. Je sus is wor -
thy of the love and de vo tion of the church. Only as the
hus band loves his wife as Je sus loves the church, will
she joy fully sub mit to him.

When both the fa ther and mother are in gos pel or -
der with each other, and with Christ and God, they will
find it much eas ier to have their chil dren un der gos pel
or der be cause they will not pro voke their chil dren to
wrath. As the par ents first find gos pel or der work ing in
their lives, the chil dren will de sire to honor and re spect
them as the fifth com mand ment in structs them to.

“The Head of Christ is God”
It may at first seem odd that Paul would write that

God is the head of Christ. The most pop u lar con cep tion 
of the God head teaches that there are three, eter nal, to -
tally equal be ings: God the Fa ther, God the Son, and
God the Holy Spirit. This teach ing is usu ally called the
Trin ity. If the Fa ther and His Son are to tally equal, why 

is Christ said to be sub or di nate to the Fa ther? Does the
Bi ble re ally teach one God in three per sons, the Trin -
ity?

Let us no tice some very clear state ments from the
Scrip tures. “But to us there is but one God, the Fa ther,
of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord
Je sus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him.”
(1 Co rin thi ans 8:6) Paul says that there is “one God,”
not Fa ther, Son, and Holy Spirit, but “the Fa ther.” He
says we have “one Lord Je sus Christ.” Paul, writ ing to 
Tim o thy, de clared: “For there is one God, and one me -
di a tor be tween God and men, the man Christ Je sus.”
(1 Tim o thy 2:5) Je sus is not said to be the “one God,”
but rather to be the “me di a tor be tween God and men.”

The con fu sion is partly due to the un scrip tural be -
lief that Je sus only be came the Son of God dur ing the
in car na tion at Beth le hem. This teach ing is not to be
found any where in the Bi ble. The eighth chap ter of
Prov erbs speaks of Christ un der the sym bol of wis dom
and clearly teaches that in eter nity past, God brought
forth His di vine Son. (See verses 22-30.) Je sus said
that “…God so loved the world, that he gave his only
be got ten Son, that who so ever be liev eth in him
should not per ish, but have ev er last ing life.” (John
3:16) If the Scrip tures de clare that God sent His Son
into the world, then He had to have had a Son to send.

The ba sis of all earthly sons hon or ing their fa thers
is in the gos pel or der be tween our heav enly Fa ther and
His Son. Je sus ac knowl edged the Fa ther as His God.
“Je sus saith unto her [Mary], Touch me not; for I am
not yet as cended to my Fa ther: but go to my breth ren,
and say unto them, I as cend unto my Fa ther, and your
Fa ther; and to my God, and your God.” (John 20:17)
“And about the ninth hour Je sus cried with a loud
voice, say ing, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to
say, My God, my God, why hast thou for saken me?”
(Mat thew 27:46) Paul called the Fa ther “the God of our 
Lord Je sus Christ.” (Ephe sians 1:3) To show the ex -
alted po si tion of Christ, Paul, writ ing in He brews,
quotes Psalm 45:6, 7: “But unto the Son he saith, Thy
throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a scep tre of righ -
teous ness is the scep tre of thy king dom. Thou hast
loved righ teous ness, and hated in iq uity; there fore God,
even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of glad -
ness above thy fel lows.” (He brews 1:8, 9) Je sus has “by 
in her i tance ob tained” the name “God.” (He brews 1:4,
8) How ever, while the Fa ther is called the God of Je sus
Christ, Je sus is never called the God of the Fa ther!
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Even though Christ has been el e vated to sit equal
with the Fa ther on the throne of the uni verse, there is a
will ing sub jec tion of the Son to His Fa ther. When the
great con tro versy is over and all sin de stroyed, the Son 
turns ev ery thing over to the Fa ther.

“Then com eth the end, when he shall have de liv -
ered up the king dom to God, even the Fa ther; when he
shall have put down all rule and all au thor ity and
power. For he [Christ] must reign, till he [the Fa ther]
hath put all en e mies un der his feet. The last en emy that
shall be de stroyed is death. For he [the Fa ther] hath
put all things un der his [Christ’s] feet. But when he
saith all things are put un der him, it is man i fest that he
is ex cepted, which did put all things un der him. And
when all things shall be sub dued unto him, then shall
the Son also him self be sub ject unto him [the Fa ther]
that put all things un der him, that God may be all in
all.” (1 Co rin thi ans 15:24-28)

Je sus told us the im por tance of know ing gos pel or -
der and the re la tion ship be tween the Fa ther and Him -
self when He said: “And this is life eter nal, that they
might know thee the only true God, and Je sus Christ,
whom thou hast sent.” (John 17:3) It is dan ger ous to
ac cept a false view of gos pel or der about the Fa ther and 
the Son. John wrote: “Who is a liar but he that denieth
that Je sus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth
the Fa ther and the Son.” (1 John 2:22)

 Friend, we will all obey rules whether we want to
or not. We will ei ther obey God’s rules, and be in the
or der of heaven or we will obey Sa tan’s rules, and be in 
the dis or der of hell.

Knowing God and His only be got ten Son is the ba -
sis of all gos pel or der. There is much more about the
Bi ble teach ing of gos pel or der. As the priest of the
home, please write or call for more in for ma tion. ?
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Letters
We ap pre ci ate and en cour age your com ments and

sug ges tions. The fol low ing are a few let ters that we
have re ceived from the read ers of Pres ent Truth.

“Would you please send me 10 cop ies of Pres -
ent Truth on 2 Pe ter 1:12 for Jan u ary 1999. It is
about know ing who God is, en ti tled ‘The Im por -
tance of Knowing the Truth about God.’ I
would ap pre ci ate it very much. I would also
like to be on your mail ing list. Thank you
very much.” Ten nes see

“Please send me back is sues of Pres ent Truth—es -
pe cially those deal ing with—who God and His Son Je -
sus is—and the Holy Spirit. And put me on the mail ing
list for Pres ent Truth.” Ten nes see

“Please send us 10 cop ies of the Feb ru ary is sue of
the Pres ent Truth mag a zine. It was a very in spir ing pre -
sen ta tion of the Holy Spirit. (The Best) God is cer tainly
work ing through your min is try to win souls for Him
and bring the pure truths to the hon est seek ers. God
bless you al ways un til He co mes.

“P.S. I would like to see a pre sen ta tion on how the
an gels are con nected to bring ing the Holy Spirit to us.”

Ar kan sas

(We have ful filled your re quest. The ar ti cle you re quested 
is printed in this month’s is sue. Ed i tor)

“Dear Friends, I am send ing you some of our tithe
money which I hope you can use to spread God’s
true word. I love your mail ings and found ev ery -

thing true to my un der stand ing, ex cept with
the in for ma tion that I have, I could n’t find
the words ‘brought forth’ to mean lit er ally

born. I am look ing for ward to more of your
____writ ings.” Ten nes see

(Please read the end of page 4 and be gin ning of page 5
of the Oc to ber, 1998 is sue of Pres ent Truth en ti tled “The
Truth About God.” Ed i tor)

“Dear Friends, Again, thank you for your news let -
ter and the in spi ra tion that co mes with it. As prom ised,
please find en closed tithe money to help with the pub li -
ca tion and dis tri bu tion of your news let ter. It is not
much, but ev ery lit tle bit helps and lit tle can be come
much in God’s hands.” Ten nes see

“We en joy the Pres ent Truth you are send ing to us.
But the Jan u ary edi tion is not com plete. There are 2
page 1s and 2 page 2s and 2 page 7s with their back. I’m 
sure there was a mis take some where but wanted to call



this to your at ten tion. I would love to have pages
3, 4, 5, 6.” Penn syl va nia

(We do not al ways do things per fectly. We apol o gize for
the in con ve nience this has caused. If any one en coun ters
this prob lem please let us know and we will promptly
send you an other copy. Ed i tor)

“I pray all is well with you.… I need some more
ma te rial to pass out and send in the mail. If you have a
copy of the Feb ru ary 1999 Pres ent Truth send me a
copy. I gave mine away.… If you have some tracts that
would be good to give away send me some.” Al a bama

(If you ever need ex tra cop ies of any back is sues of Pres -
ent Truth please let us know. We also have sev eral fli ers
avail able. Ed i tor)

“I just com pleted the Feb ru ary 1999 is sue of Pres -
ent Truth. It re ally sums up what all Chris tian ity is
based on, the to tal love of the Fa ther. It re ally is too bad
that so many are stuck not know ing the truth! I know
that only through broth ers like your self can any change
take place. Please keep up the won der ful work! May
God’s Spirit con tinue to in spire your writ ings for many
years. I have gained much and will con tinue to read the
other is sues you have sent.” New Jer sey

“Thank you so much for the news let ter. I look for -
ward to read ing it when it ar rives. This month’s was es -
pe cially in ter est ing. I grew up read ing the King James
Bi ble, and in fact was not aware that there were any
other ver sions un til late in high school. The Church of
Christ I wor ship at has var i ous for mats. This does make 
me un easy, es pe cially that I teach Ju nior High Bi ble
school. I grew up in a sin gle room church, no in stru -
ments and no nurs ery etc. I feel very com fort able there.

Here I am still try ing to ac cli mate. I use the KJV in
class and the stu dents have Good News, Liv ing Bi ble,
NIV and some oth ers. This at times cre ates a bit of dif -
fi culty in class dis cus sion, and frus trates many of them
due to my re lent less ness to ad her ing to my book's trans -
la tion. If pos si ble, I would love to get a copy of the 200
Omis sions. This could very well open the eyes of my
be loved stu dents and help them grow up with God's
words, as best we have to share.” Ohio

 “I have read with much in ter est your two most re -
cent is sues of Plain [Pres ent] Truth. It is a sub ject some 
of my friends and I have dis cussed at length in Bi ble
stud ies over the past year. I was won der ing if I might be 
able to make cop ies to dis trib ute to them.” Iowa

(We en cour age you to copy any of our ma te rial. Ed i tor)

“Your Pres ent Truth! Some of this stuff, I have
never seen be fore… Wow!” Wis con sin

“Praise the Lord. I just fin ished read ing your pam -
phlet, ‘Je sus wants a God Fearing Church.’ Please send
more pam phlets re gard ing you, where you meet, Amer -
ica in Proph ecy, and any and all that would help me at
this point.” Wis con sin

“Would you please take me off your mail ing list?
I've been re ceiv ing your monthly pub li ca tion and I've
found some prob lems with what is writ ten in them. I
don't mean for you to take this as an of fense against you 
or your be liefs. Please for give me if it seems that way.”
Cal i for nia
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Parable of the Candles
Author Unknown

There was a black out one night. When the lights went
out, I fum bled to the closet where we keep the can dles for
nights like this. I lit four of them. I was turn ing to leave with
the large can dle in my hand when I heard a voice, “Now,
hold it right there.”

“Who said that?”

“I did.” The voice was near my hand.

“Who are you? What are you?”

“I’m a can dle.”

I lifted up the can dle to take a closer look. There was a
tiny face in the wax.

“Don’t take me out of here!”
“What?”
“I said, don’t take me out of this room.”
“What do you mean? I have to take you out. You’re a

can dle. Your job is to give light. It’s dark out there.”
“But you can’t take me out. I’m not ready,” the can dle

ex plained with plead ing eyes. “I need more prep a ra tion.” I
could n’t be lieve my ears. “More prep a ra tion?”



“Yeah, I’ve de cided I need to re search this job of
light-giving so I won’t go out and make a bunch of mis takes. 
You’d be sur prised how dis torted the glow of an un trained
can dle can be.…”

“All right then,” I said. “You’re not the only can dle on
the shelf. I’ll blow you out and take the oth ers!”

But right then I heard other voices, “We aren’t go ing
ei ther!” I turned to the other can dles, “You are can dles and
your job is to light dark places!”

“Well, that may be what you think,” said the first
one, “You may think we have to go, but I’m busy. I’m
med i tat ing on the im por tance of light. It’s re ally en light en -
ing.…”

“And you other two,” I asked, “are you go ing to stay
too?”

A short, fat, pur ple can dle with plump cheeks spoke up.
“I’m wait ing to get my life to gether. I’m not sta ble enough.”

The last can dle had a fe male voice, very pleas ant to the
ear. “I’d like to help,” she ex plained, “but light ing the dark -
ness is not my gift. I’m a singer. I sing to other can dles to en -
cour age them to burn more brightly.”

She be gan a ren di tion of “This Lit tle Light of Mine.”
The other three joined in, fill ing the closet with sing ing.…

I took a step back and con sid ered the ab sur dity of it all.
Four per fectly healthy can dles sing ing to each other about
light but re fus ing to come out of the closet.

Here is a ques tion for you. When was the last time you
shared the gos pel with some one? This world is full of dark -
ness, with many peo ple stum bling around try ing to find

their way. You can be a light for them, and be lieve me,
.there’s a light wait ing for you. It can all hap pen with
some thing as sim ple as shar ing your faith, to just a smile
across the room, to a quick hello to a for got ten friend.

“You are the light of the world. A city on a hill can -
not be hid. Nei ther do men light a can dle and put it un der a
bushel, but on a lampstand; and it giv eth light unto all that
are in the house. Let your light so shine be fore men that they 
may see your good works, and glo rify your Fa ther which is
in Heaven.” (Mat thew 5:14-16) ?
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