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2 Peter 1:12

October, 1998
Dear Readers,

“Grace, mercy, and peace, from God our Father and Jesus Christ our LEkd:imothy 1:2) | pray that all of you
are doing well. | believe you will find the subject we are discussing this month to be very interesting and helpful to you
pray that it will be a blessing. The campmeeting in Arizona was a real blessing. It was a pleasure to meet and fellows
with God’'s people. The messages presented were very uplifting and encouraging. Thank you to all who were able
come. It would not have been the same without you. There will also be a campmeeting in Florida from November 12-1¢
the River Forest group campground located in the southeast corner of the Ocala National Forest—about one hour nor

Orlando, Florida. For more information contact Bill Hayes (904) 684-2214 or Doug Goslin (740) 763-2242.

The Truth About God

Every religion is based upon some conception of
God. When we speak of Christianity we must first begin
with some kind of an understanding of God and who He
is. Most would assume that all Christians have the same
idea about God, who He is, and His characteristics, yet it
is amazing that within Christianity there are many ideas
about God. The purpose of this study is to examine what
the Bible reveals concerning the truth about God. Let us
first take a look at God giving His commandments on
Mount Sinai.

“And God spake all these words, saying, | am the
LorDthy God, which have brought thee out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of bondagéou shalt have no
other gods before me.{(Exodus 20:3) Who is speaking
here? The ©RD (in Hebrew: Jehovah or Yahweh) thy
God saidThou shalt have no other gods before me.”

Let us notice how Jesus responded to a man inquir-
ing about the most important duty for a Christian.

“And one of the scribes came, and having heard
them reasoning together, and perceiving that[#&sus]
had answered them well, asked HWhich is the first
commandment of all?And Jesus answered him, The
first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The
Lord our God is one Lord: And thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heartand with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is
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the first commandment. And the second is like, namely
this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is
none other commandment greater than these. And the
scribe said unto HimWell, Master, thou hast said the
truth: for there is one God; and there is none other but
He: And to love Him with all the heart, and with all the
understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the
strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is more
than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices. And when
Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, He said unto him,
Thou art not far from the kingdom of God. And no man
after that durst ask Him any questior{Mark 12:28-34)

Who are we required to love with all our heart, all
our soul, and all our mind? If we are required to love the
Lord our God with all our heart, then we will have to
understandvho He is. It is very difficult to love some-
one whom we do not know; and impossible to love them
with all our heart. If we want to love God with all our
heart, then we must first learn to know and appreciate
His character. This can only be done by accepting the
testimony from the Scriptures on this subject.

We are instructed to follow Christ as our example.
“He that saith he abideth in Him ought himself also so
to walk, even as He walked.(1 John 2:6) Who did
Christ love with all His heart, and worship? His Father!

Jesus proclaimed to the woman at the w¥k wor-
ship ye know not whatve know what we worshigfor
salvation is of the Jews. But the hour cometh, and now
is, when the true worshippers shall worskiye Father
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in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to wor-
ship him.” (John 4:22, 23) Christ said that He wor-
shippedthe Father.

The God of our Lord Jesus Christ

After Christ was raised from the dead by His Father,
He said to Mary, Touch me not; for | am not yet as-
cended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto
them,|l ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to
my God, and your God.{John 20:17) Jesus claimed that
His Father was not only His Father but also His God.

Paul prayedthat the God of our Lord Jesus Christ
the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wis-
dom and revelation in the knowledge of him.”
(Ephesians 1:17)

Jesus, speaking to the church in Philadelphia, said,
“Him that overcometh will | make a pillar in the temple
of my God and he shall go no more out: and | will write
upon him the name ofly God and the name of the city
of my God which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down
out of heaven froomy God and | will write upon him
my new name.{Revelation 3:12) The God referred to in
all the preceding verses is none other than the Father.

“God, who at sundry times and in divers manners
spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath
in these last days spoken unto usHiy Son, whom He
hath appointed heir of all thingsby whom also He
made the worlds; Who being the brightness of His glory,
and theexpress imagé®! [a precise reproduction in

every respe& of His person, and upholding all things
by the word of His power, when He had by Himself
purged our sinssat down on the right hand of the Maj-
esty on high “Being made'*®[to become, i.e. to come
into existence, begin to be, receive béjrep much bet-
ter than the angels, a@de hath by inheritance obtained

a more excellent name than they(Hebrews 1:1-4%

The Son of God was appointed by His Father to be
heir ®'® [one who receives his allotted possessinn
right of sonship] of all things. And He has, by inheri-
tance, obtained an excellent name. Jesus Christ is the lit-
eral Son of God, begotten of the Father before all creation.

H Each time you see the preceding symbol, the quote is
taken from thérhayer’s Greek-English Lexicon

* The Old Testament was originally written in Hebrew.
The New Testament text is most commonly found in Greek. A
man by the name of James Strong took all the Greek and He-
brew words used in the Bible, put them in alphabetical order,
and applied a number to each word. The small Strong’s num-
bers used after a word represent a Greek or Hebrew word that
was translated into English. Whenever you see the nufffber
in this study, it represents the same Greek word no matter
what English word was chosen by the translators.
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For unto which of the angels said He at any time,
Thou art my Son, this day have | begotten thee? And
again, | will be to Him a Father, and He shall be to me a
Son? And again, when He bringeth in the firstbegotten
into the world, He saith, And let all the angels of God
worship Him.. But unto the Son He saith, Thy thro@e,
God [The Father refers to His Son as God, a hame re-
ceived by inheritancejs for ever and ever: a sceptre of
righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. Thou hast
loved righteousness, and hated iniquitiyerefore God,
even thy God[The Father, referring to Himself as the
God of His Son] hath anointed thee with the oil of
gladness above thy fellows But to which of the angels
said He at any time, Sit on my right hand, until | make
thine enemies thy footstoolPHebrews 1:5-13)

“The LORD*%® [Jehovah = ‘the existing One’ the
proper name of the one truod®] said unto my
Lord **[Adonai], Sit thou at my right hand, until | make
thine enemies thy footstool(Psalm 110:1) The Father
(Jehovah) said unto His Son (Adonai), Sit at my right hand.

“That men may know that thou, whose name alone is
JEHOVAH, art themost high>** [the Highes] over
all the earth.” (Psalm 83:18)

A possessed man came up to CHgtd cried with
a loud voice, and said, What have | to do with thee, Je-
sus,thou Son of the_most highA**° [highest, most high,
of rank: the most high GoHGod?I adjure thee by God,
that thou torment me not.(Mark 5:7) As we can see,
the Father of Jesus Christ is knowrtlas Most High.

John saw a vision of heaven, and exclainiédd |
saw no temple therein: fahe Lord God Almighty*®*
[omnipotent, He who holds sway over all things, the
ruler of all] and the Lamb[the Son of the Fathedre
the temple of it."(Revelation 21:22) God the Father is
He who is ruler of all.

Also notice Daniel's vision!l saw in the night vi-
sions, and, behold, one likbke Son of mancame with
the clouds of heaven, anchme to the Ancient*®®
[advanced, aged, dfY] of days,and they brought Him
near before Him.(Daniel 7:13)

These are some of the names that refer only to God,
the Father, distinguishing Him from anyone else. To the
Father alone belongs our acknowledgment as the Most
High, the Highest, the God and Father of all, the Ancient
of days, etc. The Father is above all (including His only-
begotten Son). Paul declared that ther®ie God and
Father of all,who is above alland through all, and in
you all.” (Ephesians 4:6) God the Father is above all.

“These words spake Jesus, and lifted up His eyes to
heaven, and saidsather, the hour is come; glorify thy

Each time you see the preceding symbol, the quote is
taken from théBrown Driver and Brigg’s Hebrew Lexicon.

Oclober 1998



Present Crudy

Son, that thy Son also may glorify theeAndthis is life
eternal, that they might know thee the or{#*[alone,
without a companion true 2% [real, true genuine, it
contrasts realities with their resemblant@mte: Christ
is a resemblance of His Fathe@§pd, and Jesus Christ,
whom thou hast sent.(John 17:1-3) Who is the only
true God? The Father!

God is a God of lové'Who will have all men to be
saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. For
there is one God, and omeediator®*!® [one who inter-

venes between tvﬁ) between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus.”(1 Timothy 2:4, 5) Who is the one God?
The Father!

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should
not perish, but have everlasting life(John 3:16) Who
is God in this verse? The Father!

“As concerning therefore the eating of those things
that are offered in sacrifice unto idols, we know that an
idol is nothing in the world, and th#tere is none other
God but one.For though there be that are called gods,
whether in heaven or in earth, (as there be gods many,
and lords many,But to us there is but one God, the
Father, of whom are all thingfthe Father is the source
of all things],and we in Him; and one Lord Jesus Christ,
by whom are all things, and we by Him. Howbeit there is
not in every man that knowledggZ Corinthians 8:4-7)
Who is the one God from whom all things originated?
The Father!

What about John 1:17? Isn’t Christ spoken of here as
being God? Let’s take a look at it in the original Greek.

Ey 172 apxn 746 nv 258 ) 388 Aoyog 3056

In beginning was the Word
kot 232 o 3588 Aoyog 3056 nv 2258 TPOC 4314
and the Word was with
OV 3588 980\) 2316 KOl 2532 980C 2316 nv 2258
the God and God was
0 %8 oy outog¥® nu® gy 12
the Word the same was in

3588 GSOV 2316
God

apxn " mpog ** 1oV
beginning  with the

“In the beginning was the Worflhe Son of God],
and the Word was witfthe] God and the Word was
God[Notice: He is not “the God” whom He was with]
The same was in the beginning wjithe] God.” (John
1:1, 2) Notice the distinction that is made when the word
the is inserted in the proper places. The definite article
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the is in the original Greek, but was left out in most
English translations.

Attributes of the Father

Let us take a look at some of the attributes that be-
long to God, the Father, onl§Let no man say when he
is tempted, | am tempted of God: fGod cannot be
tempted®™* [not liable to temptation to simith evil,
neither tempteth He any manJames 1:13) Who is the
God who cannot be tempted? The God who cannot be
tempted could not refer to the Son of God, for He was
tempted in all points as we ard=or we have not an
high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of
our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we
are, yet without sin.”(Hebrews 4:15)

Has any man ever seen Gotb man hath seen
God at any timethe only begotten Son, which is in the
bosom of the Father, He hath declared HinfJohn
1:18) This certainly could not be referring to the Son of
God, for many men have seen Him.

Paul exhortedThat thou keep this commandment
without spot, unrebukeable, until the appearing of our
Lord Jesus Christ: Which in His times He shall shew,
who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings,
and Lord of lords; Whonly **** [alone, without a com-
panion] hath immortality **° [undying, everlasting,
deathlessneSks dwelling in the light which no man can
approach untowhom no man hath seen, nor can see:
to whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen.”
(1 Timothy 6:14-16) God the Father is the only one who
cannot die under any circumstance, because He is the
source and sustainer of all life: if He were to die, then all
things would cease to exist. This quality, of course,
could not apply to the Son of God, for He was dead!

Jesus stated] am He that liveth, andwas dead;
and, behold, | am alive for evermore, Amen; and have
the keys of hell and of death(Revelation 1:18YNow
the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our
Lord Jesus,that great shepherd of the sheep, through
the blood of the everlasting covenanfebrews 13:20)

How could Christ lay down His life?

“For as the Father hath life in Himself; doath He
given to the Son to have lifen Himself.” (John 5:26)
Here is the answer, His life was given to Him, therefore
He could lay it down, and suffer deatBut we see Je-
sus, who was made a little lower than the anfmis?*
[because of, for this reasdnthe suffering of death,
crowned with glory and honour; that He by the grace of
God should taste death for every maHebrews 2:9)

Who did Christ rely on for everything He did? His
Father was the strength and sustainer of His life, which
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is also true of us. Jesus sdidcan of mine own self do
nothing: as | hear, | judge: and my judgment is just;
because | seek not mine own will, but the will of the Fa-
ther which hath sent me(John 5:30) He also said,

am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me,
and | in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for
without me ye can do nothing.(John 15:5)

What about where it says that in Christ
dwells all the fullness of the Godhead?

“For in him dwelleth all the fulness of th&od-
head?*? bodily.” (Colossians 2:9) the Greek word that
was translate@odheadn this verse was only used once
in the Bible. Paul makes it clear what he was referring to
earlier in this letter‘For it pleased the Father that in
him should all fulness dwell(Colossians 1:19)

This fullness is further clarified in the following
verse:“To wit, that God [the Fatherjwas in Christ, rec-
onciling the world unto Himself,not imputing their
trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the
word of reconciliation.”(2 Corinthians 5:19)

When it says that in Christ waall the fulness of the
Godhead,”the termGodheadrefers to God, the Father,
who is the head of His SoriBut | would have you
know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head
of the woman is the man; arttle head of Christ is
God.” (1 Corinthians 11:3)

The Bible says that we also can be filled with all the
fullness of God:And to know the love of Christ, which
passeth knowledgéhat ye might be filled with all the
fulness of God.”(Ephesians 3:19)

This is accomplished by God allowing us to be par-
takers of His divine naturéWhereby are given unto us
exceeding great and precious promistt by these ye
might be partakers of the divin€* nature, having es-
caped the corruption that is in the world through lust.”
(2 Peter 1:4) The Greek word that was transldigohe
was also translate@odheadn Acts 17:29.

God was in Christ, and Christ can be in us, which is
our hope of glory.To whom God would make known
what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the
Gentiles; which isChrist in you, the hope of glory.”
(Colossians 1:27)

Please read the following verses carefully, for they
shed interesting light upon the subject under considera-
tion. “Then cometh the end, when He shall have deliv-
ered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when He
shall have put down all rule and all authority and
power. For He must reign, till He hath put all enemies
under His feet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed is
death. For He hath put all things under His feet. But
when He saith all things are put under Him, it is mani-
fest that He is excepted, which did put all things under
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Him. And when all things shall bsubdued®®®® unto
Him, then shall the Son also Himself aebject®®® unto
Him that put all things under Him, that God may be all
in all.” (1 Corinthians 15:24-28)

The Son is subject unto His Father now, and will be
forever. The Greek word that was translamdbject
means this: “to arrange under, to subordinate, to submit
to one’s control, to subject one’s self, to obey: A Greek
military term meaning ‘to arrange [troop divisions] in a
military fashion under the command of a leadét.”

“Who is the image'®™ [likeness$] of the invisible
God, thefirstborn ***® [see note belowpf every crea-
ture.” (Colossians 1:15)

Note: The Greek word that was translaf@gtborn,
means this: “or it may be; born before all creation.”
(Wigram’s Greek Lexicgr‘Christ is called, firstborn of
all creation,who came into being through Godprior
to the entire universe of created things.”

“But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be lit-
tle among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall
He come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel;
whose goings forth*'®® [origin (Gesenius’ Hebrew-
Chaldee Lexicoj have been from of old, froraver-
lasting [the days of eternity Hebrew Interlinea)].”
(Micah 5:2)“Whose origin is from of old, from ancient
days.” (Micah 5:2,Revised Standard Versipn

This verse is talking about the Son of God, whose
origin (beginning) was long before the beginning of this
world; and time as we know it. We know that this verse
is talking about the Son of God, because it is quoted in
reference to HimAnd when he had gathered all the
chief priests and scribes of the people together, he de-
manded of them where Christ should be born. And they
said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is
written by the prophet, And thou Bethlehem, in the land
of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for
out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my
people Israel.”(Matthew 2:4-6)

The Scriptures again affirm the wonderful truth that
Christ is in reality the Son of God; brought forth from
the Father. In the first verse of Proverbs 8 it says that
wisdomis speaking. Who is wisdom? In verse 8 it tells
us that He has a mouth, and spedBat unto them
which are called, both Jews and Greekdjrist the
power of God, and the wisdom of God1 Corinthians
1:24)“But of Him are ye inChrist Jesus, who of God is
made unto us wisdomand righteousness, and sanctifi-
cation, and redemption.(1 Corinthians 1:30) Christ is
Wisdom, and is speaking in Proverbs chapter 8.

“When there were no depths, | whasought forth
2342 \when there were no fountains abounding with wa-
ter. Before the mountains were settled, before the hills
was | brought forth?3*2” (Proverbs 8:24, 25) Also, let
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us look at this verse ihe 1965 Bible in Basic English:
“When there was no dedpwas given birth when there
were no fountains flowing with water. Before the moun-
tains were put in their placedefore the hills was my
birth.”

The Hebrew verb that was translatedught forthis
used, in this verse, in the Pulal form: the definition for the
Pulal form is the only definition that can apply here. This
definition is as follows: “to be made to writhe, be made to
bear, to be brought forth® This verb in this form is
only used three places in the Bible, and here are the two
other places where it is used in the Pulal form:

“Art thou the first man that was born? or wast thou
made®**? [Hebrew: Chuwl in the Pulal form]before the
hills?” (Job 15:7)*Behold, | wasshapen®** [Hebrew:
Chuwl in the Pulal form]in iniquity; and in sin did my
mother conceive me.(Psalm 51:5) As you can plainly
see, the termbrought forthin Proverbs 8:24, 25 can
mean nothing other than being begotten, or born.

If Proverbs 8:24, 25 were talking merely about an
intellectual wisdom, then you must say that at some
point God acquired wisdom, and that before that time He
did not have wisdom. These verses cannot be talking
about that, but rather the origin of the Son of God.

Let us continue on with the rest of the verses in
Proverbs chapter eight, and learn more about the char-
acteristics of Wisdom.

“While as yet He had not made the earth, nor the
fields, nor the highest part of the dust of the wonhen
He prepared the heavens, | was thgfRemember John
1:1, the Word was with God in the beginning when He
made the heavensyhen He set a compass upon the face
of the depth: When He established the clouds above:
when He strengthened the fountains of the deep: When
He gave to the sea His decree, that the waters should not
pass His commandment: when He appointed the founda-
tions of the earthThen | was by Him, as one brought
up with Him: and | was daily His delightyejoicing al-
ways before Him; Rejoicing in the habitable part of His
earth; and my delights were with the sons of men. Now
therefore hearken unto me, O ye children: for blessed are
they that keep my ways. Hear instruction, and be wise,
and refuse it not. Blessed is the man that heareth me,
watching daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of my
doors. For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain
favour of the DRD. But he that sinneth against me
wrongeth his own soul: all they that hate me love death.”
(Proverbs 8:26-36)

The termd=atherandSon by definition, indicate the
existence of the one before the other. This was the un-
derstanding of the Israelites. In the book of Proverbs we
read: “Who hath ascended up into heaven, or de-
scended? who hath gathered the wind in His fists? who
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hath bound the waters in a garment? who hath established
all the ends of the earth®hat is His name, and what is
His son’s namejf thou canst tell?"(Proverbs 30:4)

The New Testament over and over affirms the fact
that Christ was brought forth from the Father before the
world was.

“John [who was six months older than Jesbsafe
witness of HinjJesus] and cried, saying, This was He of
whom | spake, He that cometh after merisferred’*®
[to become, i.e. to come into existence, begin to be, re-
ceive being before me: for He was before m&John
1:15) “This is He of whom | said, After me cometh a
man which ispreferred’®®® before mefor He was be-
fore me.” (John 1:30)

Jesus said unto the Pharisedt,God were your
Father, ye would love me: forgroceeded forth®** [to
come forth from physically, arise from, to be born] of
and came from God; neither came | of myself, but He
sent me.”(John 8:42)

“For the Father Himself loveth you, because ye have
loved me, and have believed thatdme out®* from
God. Icame forth*®** from the Father, and amome?*®*

[to come from one place to anotHeinto the world:
again, | leave the world, and go to the Fathe¢John
16:27, 28) Jesus was born of the Father before the world
was, then; much later, He came into the world.

Jesus prayed to His FathéNow they have known
that all things whatsoever thou hast given me are of
thee. For | have given unto them the words which thou
gavest me; and they have received themd have
known surely that |_came ouf®®! from thee,and they
have believed that thou didst send m@dghn 17:7, 8)

The disciples prayed that God would perform mira-
cles “by stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that
signs and wonders may be done by the nantieydioly
child Jesus.” (Acts 4:30) Jesus Christ is thigeral Son
of God. He was not merelalled the Son of God since
the time He was born in Bethlehem.

“Ye have heard how | said unto you, | go away, and
come again unto you. If ye loved me, ye would rejoice,
because | said, | go unto the Father: for my Father is
greater®*® [eldef] than I.” (John 14:28)

The Greek word that was translatgaeater in this
verse, is translatedlder in Romans 9:12:It was said
unto her, Theelder®®” shall serve the younger.”
(Romans 9:12Here is the definition of the Greek word
that was translateelder. “larger (literally or figura-
tively, specifically in agg.” (Strong’s Greek Dictionaly

Here we have plain evidence that the Father is older
than His Son. It does not take a wise man to figure out
something that is so plain that a child can understand.
Ask your child, “Who is older, you or me?” | am sure he
will give you the right answer.
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Doesn’t the Bible say that the Father and
His Son are one?

Certainly the Father and His Son anee, but how
are they one? Are they the same being?

Jesus prayed to His Father sayitgnd the glory
which thou gavest me | have given thehgt they may
be one, even as we are ondéJohn 17:22) Jesus prayed
that His disciples may be one in the same way that He is
one with His Father. Jesus was not imagining one disci-
ple with twelve heads, and neither is He part thfrae in
one God. He was imagining twelve disciples who are
united with the same thinking, in the same way that a
man is to become one flesh with his wife. Though many
miles separate the two of them, they are still one in goals
and desires.

What about Isaiah 9:6, where the Son of
God is called the Father?

This verse is very interesting, and is often used to
prove that Christ is the Father in the trinity. Yet when we
take a closer look at the verse we find that this verse in
no way supports a trinity doctrine.

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given:
and the government shall be upon His shoulder: idisd
name shall be calle@onderful, Counsellor, The mighty
God, The everlasting’® [for ever (of future time)&]
Father, The Prince of Peace(lsaiah 9:6)

Is Christ the Father? If so, how can He be the Son?
And if He is both Father and Son, then how can there be
a trinity, for a trinity is three individuals. This verse is
obviously not supporting of a trinity doctrine. Jesus is
referred to as a Father. A Father of whom? Of the chil-
dren which His Father gave Him.

Referring to Christ, Paul statethnd again, | will
put my trust in Him. And agaif8ehold | and the chil-
dren which God hath given me.(Hebrews 2:13)

In Isaiah 9:6, Christ is calledverlasting which is
appropriate, since He will last forever. He is callesd
ther, not of Himself, but of the children which God has
given Him.

Notice also that Isaiah 9:6 says thidis name shall
be called... The mighty GodSome may use this phrase
to mean that Christ is the supreme God. This would be a
good argument if the verse had referred to Christ as the
Almighty God however it uses the termighty God We
read ofmighty men, but never oflmighty men. It cer-
tainly is appropriate to refer to the Sonnaighty, for He
is powerful. It is also appropriate to refer to HimG,
for the Almighty God Himself refers to His Son as God
in Hebrews 1:8, 9. Therefore the termerlasting Fa-
ther andthe mighty Godan rightly apply to the Son of
God.
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What about Revelation 1:8? Isn’t Christ
called the Almighty?

‘I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the
ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and
which is to come, the Almighty(Revelation 1:8) The
Greek word that was translated “Almighty” in this verse
is pantokrator,which is formed by the combining of the
Greek wordgasandkratos Pasmeans “all,” anckratos
means “power.” Jesus Declarethll power is given
unto me in heaven and in earthi(Matthew 28:18) Jesus
said that‘all power” has been given unto Him. There-
fore He now has all power, and the tevimighty” can
rightly be applied to the Son of God. Yet this does not
indicate that He is the Most High God, for the Most
High God is the one whgaveChrist“all power.”

Christ is never referred to #se Most High GodHe
is never referred to dbe only true GodHe is never re-
ferred to aghe Ancient of DaysHe is never referred to
asthe God of the Fathehe Father is however the God
of our Lord Jesus ChristThat the God of our Lord
Jesus Christthe Fatherof glory, may give unto you the
spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of
Him.” (Ephesians 1:17)

The Bible clearly makes a distinction between the Su-
preme being in the universe, and His only-begotten Son.

How many Gods are there?

Paul stated;But to us there is but one God, the
Father, of ***' [out of, from] whom are all things, and
we in Him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all
things, and we by Him.(1 Corinthians 8:6)

As you may have figured out by now, the testimony
from the Scriptures about God completely disproves the
doctrine ofthe trinity. This doctrine, as stated by most
churches, teaches that there are three coequal (equal in
every respect), coeternal (the same age), omniscient (all
knowing), omnipotent (all powerful) gods, who are not
three gods, but one. It doesn'’t take a genius to figure out
that this idea makes no sense at all. Therefore, the
propagators of this doctrine tag it with the waomgstery,
stating that we will never be able to understand it. In this
way, Satan has tricked many people into believing this
falsehood without checking it out for themselves. We
must be as the noble Bereans whom Paul wrote about.
“These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in
that they received the word with all readiness of mind,
and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things
were so.”(Acts 17:11)

The Bible clearly reveals the character and many of
the attributes of God, the Father, and of His Son, Jesus
Christ. Whatever is revealed in Scripture we are free,
and required, to examine thoroughlizor the invisible
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things of Him from the creation of the worldre clearly
seen, being understoday the things that are madeven
His eternalpower and Godhead; so that they are without
excuse.”(Romans 1:20) We are without excuse if we ne-
glect such plain teachings from the Word of God.

Let us not become one of those who reject knowl-
edge, for the Scriptures plainly state that if we do this,
God will reject us‘My people are destroyed for lack of
knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, |
will also reject theethat thou shalt be no priest to me:
seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, | will also
forget thy children.”(Hosea 4:6)

With the idea of three gods in one, the plan of re-
demption is thwarted with many needless contradictions.
The fact that God so loved us that He gave up His only-
born Son has been hidden by this trinitarian doctrine.
With this idea God the Father never risked anything by
giving up His Son, for they claim that Christ could not
possibly have sinned. Therefore, nothing would have been
at stake. Also, since God cannot die, Christ would never
have been liable to die under any circumstance. Yet Jesus
said,”l am He that liveth, and was dead.(Revelation
1:18) If Christ did not die, our faith is in vaitAnd if
Christ be not raisedfrom the dead]your faith is vain;
ye are yet in your sins(1 Corinthians 15:17)

God so loved us that He yielded up His only-
begotten Son, so that we could be reconciled to Him.
“He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up
for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us
all things?” (Romans 8:32) God loves us very much.

Please notice a very interesting quotation from an
earlier Christian author.

“To believe that doctrine [the trinity], when reading
the scripture we must believe that God sent himself into
the world, died to reconcile the world to himself, raised
himself from the dead, ascended to himself in heaven,
pleads before himself in heaven to reconcile the world to
himself, and is the only mediator between man and him-
self... We must believe also that in the garden God
prayed to himself, if it were possible, to let the cup pass
from himself, and a thousand other such absurdities.”
(J. N. LoughboroughReview and HeraldVolume 18,
page 184, November 5, 1861)

There are many things which are hard to understand
in the Scriptures, but be sure that God never requires us to
believe impossibilities. Those who hold to the doctrine of
the trinity are as surely worshipping another God as were
the servants of Baal. By doing this they are, possibly igno-
rantly, breaking the first of the ten commandments.

What about 1 John 5:7?

“For there are three that bear record in heavéhe
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three
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are one.” (1 John 5:7) There is an interesting story be-
hind this verse, which can be said of no other portion of
the Bible. The part in this verse shown in bold type does
not belong in Scripture, and this fact is so commonly
known that it is left out of most, if not all, of the new
versions.

“It is now generally held that this passage, called the
Gomma Johanneuns a gloss that crept into the text of
the Old Latin and Vulgate at an early date, but found its
way into the Greek text only in the 1%nd 16 centu-
ries” (A Catholic Commentary on Holy Scriptufidio-
mas Nelson and Sons, 1951, page 1186)

Clarke says, “Out of one hundred and thirteen manu-
scripts, the text is wanting in one hundred and twelve. It
occurs in no MS. before the tenth century. And the first
place the text occurs in Greek, is in the Greek translation
of the acts of the Council of Lateran, held A. D. 1215.”
(Commentary on 1 John, Jand remarks at close of
chapter)

God loves us very much, and He demonstrated that
love in the most amazing way by giving up His only-
begotten Son. His Son was the most precious possession
He had in the entire universe, yet He willingly yielded
Him up for us. That is amazing lov&He that spared
not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how
shall he not with him also freely give us all things?”
(Romans 8:32)

God wants us to love Him with all of our hearts. We
love God in proportion to how we view His love for us.
“We love him, because he first loved u§l’ John 4:19)
God’s love was manifested by His giving up some-
thing—His only-begotten Son. Our perception of God’s
love depends upon the value of the gift which He gave
up for us. If God had merely given up an animal for our
salvation, we would look at God as loving and kind, but
only in a very limited way since He was only willing to
give up an animal for us.

The more precious the gift that God gave up for us,
the more we will appreciate God’s love for us, and the
more we will love God in return. If God had given up
anything less than His only-begotten Son, our under-
standing of God’s love would be limited, and therefore
our love for God would be limited. Ever since the Gar-
den of Eden Satan has sought to convince people that
God is not as loving and kind as He claims to be. Satan
knows that if he can convince people that God did not
really give up His only-begotten Son, then people will
not love God in return as they are required.

Satan has chosen to convince people that Jesus Christ
is not really the only-begotten Son of God, thus con-
vincing them that God did not really give up His only-
begotten Son. Satan knows that if he can convince people
on this issue he will maintain some control over them.
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John declared;Who is he that overcometh the
world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of
God?” (1 John 5:5) My brethren, let us diligently con-
sider the biblical statements concerning the Son of God,
and refuse to accept teachings which are not founded
upon Scripture. Paul feared that Christians would be de-
ceived into receiving another Jesus, one who is not the
Son of God."But | fear, lest by any means, as the ser-
pent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds
should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.
For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom
we have not preachedyr if ye receive another spirit,
which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye
have not accepted, ye might wiedélar with **° [to hold
one’s self erect and firrhhim.” (2 Corinthians 11:3, 4)

Paul exhorted us ntd accept another Jesus, or an-
other gospel, because he knew that there would be men
who would come and try to convince us to accept an-
other Jesus than the one who is taught of in the Scrip-
tures. My friends, Paul's concerns have been fulfilled
through the teaching known as the trinity doctrine. With
this teaching, they claim that the Son of God is not really
God’s Son, but that He merely was playing a role, or
acting as if He were a Son. This idea denies the Father
and Son relationship which is so vital to our Christian

experience'Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus
is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father
and the Son.(1 John 2:22)

There has never been a greater manifestation of God'’s
love than that He gave up His only-begotten Son for a
world of lost sinners:In this was manifested the love of
God toward us, because th@bd sent his only begotten
Son into the world,that we might live through him.
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved
us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”
(1 John 4:9, 10) Praise God for such wonderful love.

| pray that the Lord will bless you as you study these
things out for yourself:Prove all things; hold fast that
which is good.”(1 Thessalonians 5:21)

Liynford Beachy
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